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Overhaul of medical edn needed

AKA

Healthceare

By Reaz Ahmad and Manirul Islam Khan

Bringing aboul a qualita
tive c¢hange in the age-old
medical education system in
the country has become a
crying need for standardizing
the medical education.

Proper medical education
is an essential prerequisite
lor better services in both
the governinent and privale
hospi#als and clinics in the

city and also elsewhere in the
COuntry. ' :
Oul of the 19 government

and private medical colleges
in the country, tive are in the
capifal. These are — Dhaka
Meglical College and Sir Sal-
imullah Medical College —
both government  and
Bangladesh Medical College,
Joinul Hay Shikder Women s
Medical College and The
Medical College for Women —
all private.

The present medical edu-
cation system has many
lapses: back-dated curriculae
and examinations proce-
dures. inadequate laboratory
facilities, lack of commmunity-
oriented teaching and re-
search facilities and high
student-teacher ratio.

Talking to The Daily Star
Pro! Nurul Anwar. Director ol
Mechical Education. said. time

has cone 1o review the coun
iry's age-old medical curricu
lae and examinations system.

He said. full MCQ (mul
tiple choice questionnaire)
system. now being followed
in  post-graduate medical
examinations should also be
followed in Lthe under-
graduale examinations,

Dr Gulshan Ara, a profes-
sor of anatowuy in Sir Salimul -
lah Medical College is of the
view Lthal all
posts should be non-practic-
ing so that a teacher can find
more time (o devote (o
teaching and research works.

“There should be two ex-
aminations in a year instead
of three, for which, teachers
have to remain busy in tak-
ing examindtions round the
year,” said Dr Ara.

She also advocated for
hanning students politics’ for
maintaining a congenial at-
mosphere on the campus. In
this regard, she put the ex-
Janiple ol MAG Osmany Medi-
val College in Sylhet. where

miedical college in the city.

Private power supply |
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mance is lound better than
that ol the CBA. more units,
including those under the
Dhaka Electiric Supply Au-
thority (DESA} would be pri-
vatised.
. The press conference also
addressed by the Energy
Secretary and the PDB
Chairman. was told that all
preparations in this regard
have been completed after
discussions with the CDBA,
interested contractors and
donor agencies. g

Meanwhile, the BPDB's
net loss in fistal 1994-95 was
estimated at around Tk 280
crore. This loss was mostly
attributed to a huge amount
interest on loans and ex-
change rate fluctuations.

Energy Secretary Faizur
Razzak said that during fiscal
'92-93, the net loss of the
PDB was Tk 352.97 crore
and in '93-94 Tk 357.94
crore. .
- "In 1992-93, the PDB suf-
fered a loss of Tk 148.6 crore
due to exch rate fluctua-
tions and paid Tk 243.63
crore as interest on loans.”
the secretary said. -
- The total revenue earning
of the PDB increased and its’
system loss decreased since
the donors including the
World Bank (WB) and Asian

Development Bank sus-
pended’ funding the sector in
1990y it was claimed. :

The donors started financ-
ing power projects again re-
cently. _

- The ADB has decided to
finance the 60-MW Rural
Power Company unit, Japan
decided to finance two barge-
mqunted power projects and
the WB withdrew its suspen-
‘sion on financing power pro-
jects.
The combined system loss
of the PDB and the DESA has
decreased to 34 per cent this
year from 42 per cent in the
1992, Energy Minister said.
One per cent system loss
meant revenue loss of Tk 20
crore, he added. 4

"The system loss of the -
PDB was 28.98 in 1992. It.
came down .to 22.51 this
year,” the minister said.

"The PDB earned Tk

adesh Medical College and Hospital, a private
— Star photo

1422.90 crore- in '94-95,
which is a 23.5 per cent or

Tk 270 crore increase over

the '93-94 revenué of Tk
1152.60 crore,” the minister
pointed oul.

The total collection in-
creased to 70.31 per cent in
1994-95, [rom 62.7 per cent
in '93-94.

"These improvements
have been possible due to in-
troduction of reward and
punishment system against
performances of the 24,000
officials and staff of the PDB
in 1992, Under this scheme,

3526 officials and staff were |

punished in 1993 and 2747
officials and staff in 1992." Dr
Mosharraf pointed out.

Of the 3526, seven offi-
cials and 35 staflf were dis-
missed and 42 olhers were
punished with forced retire-
ment.

A total of Tk 954 crore
was arrear in '94-95 as
against Tk 795 crore in '93-
94. Of this-amount, DESA has
a dues of Tk 433 crore, gov-
ernment and autonomous
bodies Tk 151 csore and pri-
vate sector Tk 371 crore, it
was said at the press confer-
ence.

2 girl étudehtsa
roughed up at
DU SN Hall

Two girl students were
roughed up and about 500
pamphlets on a political party
were burnt by angry resi-
dents of the Shamsunnahar
Hall of the Dhaka University
Friday night, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the two
students, identified as ac-
tivists of the Jamaat-e-Islami
backed Islami Chhatri
Sangstha, were eaught by
members of other student
organisations when they were
trying to distribute the pam-
phlets among the residential
students. ~

The angry students also
recovered party magazines
and some books written by
Maulana Moududi and Jamaat
chief Prof Golam Azam from
room of the hall. :

the teaching,

siudents politics has already
been banned

Presently  there 1s one
lcadcther for every 25 studenits

whereas., according to Lhe
WHO (Waorld Hlealth (organi-
zation) recouinmendauvon. the
student -teacher rano should
be 12:1

National Professor Dr Nu
rul Islam recently said that
the outdated courses and
curriculae in the medical col-
leges failed to equip the stu-
dents with appropriate
knowledge about medical
science. He was critical aboul
too much emphasis now be-
ing given on class lectures
and courses. He stressed on
need-based and community-

" oriented medical education.

Prineipal of Sir Salimuligh
Medical College Prof M A
Shakur also told these corre-
spondents that medical edu-
cation should be more re-
search-ortented. He however
favoured students pdlitics
"Politics is a human right. [f
students do politics after at-
tending their classes, there
is no harm in it,” he said.

Some experts said that
professors should not see pa-
tients on a regular bgsls. They
should attend only the seri-
ous cases referred to them.
New medical colleges are be-
ing set up by passing the
Bangladesh Medical and Den-
tat Council, the regulatory
body for medical education in
the country. These colleges
are enrolling students in
MBBS course without ade-
quate physical and technical
[acilities.

A medical student alleged
that they were often being

of adequate labora-
tory facilities for which they
lack practical orientation.
Mere increasing the number
of medical colleges in the
country will bring no benefit
unless those are well-
equipped for practical exper-
iments, the medico observed.

Students at medical col-
leges in the cily even some-
times don't get dissection fa-
cilities due to non-availability
of corpses.

An expert suggested that
acguisition of ‘community
experience’ should be made
mandatory for any one pursu-
ing higher medical education.
If this is done as a policy,
medicos will be able to con-
tribute to development of
community health, the ex-
pert observed.

Election ofticers
postpone sit-1n
programme

The district election offi-
cers have postponed their
sit-in programme scheduled
lor today following assurance
from authorities concerned
ol looking into Lheir
grievances, reporis UNB.

_ They staged a demonstra-
tion in front of the Chief
Election Commissioner's of-
fice yesterday demanding
amendment to,the Election
Commission's recruitment
rules. '

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC), Justice A K M
Sadeque assured the
Bangladesh Disirict Election
Officers’ Association that he
would sit with its leaders in

the first week ol August to-

discuss their demands, asso-
clation sources said.
Election Commission Sec-

retary Irshadul Hag later told -

the ‘demonstrators that an
inter-ministerial meeting on
August 11 would discuss the
upgradation issue of the dis-

trict election officers, said a |

leader of the association.

3 L . .

AL agitation.
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The central leaders of the
party will visit the grave of
Bangabandhu at Tungipara
where elaborate programmes
would also be organised.

In the capital and else-
where in the country, dis-
cussion meetings, feeding
the destitute, Quran khwani

-and milad mahfil etc will be

arranged to mark the death
anniversary ¢f the great
leader.

The CWC meeting, held at
the AL Dhanmondi office with
the acting party chief Zohra
Tajuddin” in the chair, also
discussed the flood situation
and accused the government
of failing to tackle it. |

SAARC

From Page 1

and a conflict between it and
its creation, the cabinet, is
meaningless.” he said.

Earlier a three-day con-
ference of got off to a start
with the Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao asserting that

== o

- came in. '

the district office of the Ja-

B e

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia distributing relief goods among the flood-affected

people at Louhajang Bazar of Munshiganj district yesterday. Deputy Leader of the House
Prof A Q M Badruddoza Chewdhury and Information & Commerte Minister M Shamisul

Islim are also seen.

e (rial of deposed
president Hussain Muham-
mad Ershad in a corruption
case known as Case
No 155 of 1994 relating to
procuremenf of radars for
Bangladesh air in mid
eighties was o again ad-
journed yesterday, reports
BSS.

-Zinat Ara. the |
charge who was

-in-
deputising

on behalf of Md Safiuddin,

sixth additional judge and
special judge in this case,
refused to pass any order re-
garding issues raised by the
defence counselyof Ershad
and fixed August 12 as the
next date of .

Ershad is the principal
accused in this case while
four others  including twe
former chiefs

gt bt s
‘Govt school
teachers
threaten
agitation

. Government secondary
school teachers yesterday

_ gave the authorities uniil the
«end of this month to meet

their 12-point demand. fail-
ing which they would launch

| agitation from August, re-
- ports UNB.

“Their démands include
giving them the status of 1si
class gazetted officer.

- Addressing a press con-

ferenice at Lhe National Press .

Club, president of the -Bang-

“ladesh Government Secon-

dary Teachers' Association
(BGSTA) Sekandar Ali Khalifa

" said all the demands of the

leachers could be met with-

out spending a single fur-

thing.

‘Writ today
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of a murder (ating back !I:nr

1981," | .
" The contents of Lhe tele-
gram,. released to the press,

~also said mentioned. "Mr

Secretary Gerneral. I have se-
rious reservations that the-
former president may not get
a free and fair, trial. 'As you

[ know. the possible penalty in 1

this case is Capital Punish-
"I, therefore, request that

'you- monitor this case to'en-
sure that his’ fundamental

human rights are protected.”

FromPagel

Next hearing
purchase case Aug 12

of ' the .

to Sanjay, to his family and to

of radar

the chargesheet., Ershad. by
misu his official position
and in collusion with Air Vice
Marshal (Retd) Syltan Mah-
mud and Air Vice Marshal
(Retd] Momtazuddin Ahmed
and two others businessmen
ordered three radars for the
BAF from the USA. The order
of the former president to

buy the radars from the
Uiritee]l Stdes justead of
Frogwe as decided earlier
caused the siate 1o sullfer fi-

nancial loss of gver Tk 64
crore. the chargesheet said,

» Soont alter the eourt re-
suined vesierday's session,

Mahbubur Rabman, former
pummster and senjor counsel
of Ershad. reiterated his
subriission made on previous
oecasion that the question of
maintainability of the case
aid the important constitu-
tonal and law points raised
by him in the matier must be

disposed off first before i
leourt) proceeds anv further.

An emotional
L
reunion
BOMBAY. July 22: Incar-
cerated film star Sanjay Duilt
had a brief emotional union
with his girlfriend and
model, Rhea Phllai, in an
apartment of his relative at
Church Gate in south Bombay
today. reports PTI. _
Sanjay, brought from the
Arthur Road prison by an
escort party. was closed with
Rhea for six-and-a-half hours,
along with his brother-in-law
and actor Kumar Gaurav,
amid tight security outside
and at the entrance of the

‘building.

The union was facilitated

by an order of the designated

TADA Judge J N Patel. who is
trying the serial blasts case,
on July 19, on a plea by the
film star.

After the meeting. Rhea,
who is*suffering from g heart
ailment that causes frequent

fainting spells. said, ."Today

has been one of the happiest
and one of the saddest days
in the last one year, which
had been a living nightmare

me.

RU giinbattle | W AR i

j.s'hahi College premises when
Shibir brought out o proces-

sion in the alternoon
pratesting the violeace,
Meanwhile the JCD, in a

press statement, held the |

varsity authorities responsi-
ble for the incident and de-
manded immediate removal
of the VC. -

In another development,

" different student bodies like

the pro-Awami League Chha-
tra League, the JSD backed
Chhatra League, the Chhatra
Union and Chhatra Moitree
brought out a procession on
the campus under the banner
of 'Chhatra Qikya Parishad'

. defying a ban on political ac-

tivities on the campus. They
demanded immediate with-

drawal of the ban. ,

An emergency meeting of
the . te and the deans
of Rajshalll University was in _
progress when report

Meanwhile, police recov-
from

maat-e-Islami here
evening.
During the raid, police

this

last i
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| PM visits flood

affected
Munshigan;

MUNSHIGANJ, July 22:
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today witnessed
the havec wroeught by the
flood in the district and as-
sured allout government as-
sistance for the flood victims,
reports LUNB.

During a six-hour trip te
the (lood-hit areas of Mun-
shiganj sadar, Sirajdikhan,
Louhaganj and Tungibari
thanas, she Lalked to the al-
lected people and dis-
tributed relief goods.

Begum Zia told the people
that her pgovernment had
sanctioned ddequate relief
materials and advised them
lo face the calamity with
courage and lertitude.

The Prime Minisier said
the [armers will be prowvided
with seedlings and agricul-
tnral inpuis free of cost.

The alfected people will
also get housé building grants
and other essential materials,
she added.

Begum Zia halted at a
number of places to witness
the ravages ol floods and had
a few words of consolation for
the atlected people who
stood in queues in waist-deep
water and an top of their
s, !

'Body to probe
BIRDEM incident

By Staff Correspondent

The BIRDEM authorities
have formed a high-powered
committee to investigate the
causes of the violence that
occurred at the Diabetic
Hospital premises at Shah-
bagh in the city on Friday
evening.

The committee has been
asked to submit its report
within 72 hours, said a press
release. .

A group of unidentified
youths* reportedly accompa-

nying a ruling party MP at-
tacked the outdoor unit of

the hospital and damaged#*

window panes, furniture and
the car of a doctor.

- Meanwhile, the hospital
employees protested the vio-
lence and the BIRDEM au-
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PLO, Israel won’t meet
July 25 target date

GAZA CITY. July 22: Isracl and the PLO will not meet
their July 25 target date on expanding self-rule to the
West Bank because the gaps between the two sides remain

SOT)
of oppositien leader Aung San
Suu Kyi arrived in
Myanmar for their first

mmhulﬂmrt,
Mmmwm
10, reports AP.

Suu Kyt was detained by

the military government in
1989 on a charge of endan-

 gering public security and

held for almost six years
without trial.

OIC won't abide
by arms embargo

on Bosnia

CAIRO, July 22: The eight
member nations of the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) will no longer
abide by the international
arms embargo on DBosnia.
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amr Mussa said today, re-

poris AFP.
The resolutions of the OIC
contact on Bosnia on

Friday “frees the couptries
from the commitment not to
send weapons to Bosnia,”
Mussa said after returning to
Cairo from Geneva. where he
attended the OIC group
meeting.

Egypt considers the ban
on sending arms lifted.” he

said.

Aggressive but
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from the chain of command

on military action, State De-

partment spokesman Ni-

cholas Burmns said.

* French Defence Minis-
ter Charleg Millon said the
allies had drawn a buffer zone
around Gorazde, larger than

the existing "sale zone,” in»

which heavy weapons would
be banned. '
* The conference agreed

~on the "early use” of the

Rapid Reaction Force to pro-
tect supply lines into Sara-
jevo. It was the first clear job

given te the force. comiprised
troops

battalion into Sarajevo along-

side French forces, and the -

French said they would de-
ploy artillery on Mt Igman to
secure access to the city.

* Even on the question of
air strikes, Gen John Sha-
likashvili, chairman of the US
Joint Chiefs of Staflf, said the
threat to the Serbs from
NATO warplanes was much
broader than before.

"An air campaign consists
of a wide range of targets
throughout ‘a broad zone of
operations, and that is a

significant departure from’

the way air power was used
before,” he said.

'B;it:hiagrmdtumuvca :

granted bail

By Staff Correspondent
The ediiot and a reportér
of the Weekly Manchitra
were released on bail by the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
irate's Court (CMM) yes-

The CMM had issued
warranis of arresi against
Editar Khandker Maksudur
Rahian and reporter Reza
Raihan in a defamation sult.

The warrant was issued
upon the defamation ease
ed by the Additional Chief
Engigeer ol the Roads and
Highways Department of the
Cotmmunications Ministry,
Mah taehuddin Ahmed on Wed-
nesday last.

Larwood
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Larwoor who was ‘N, was
the principal weapon when
England captain Douglas
Jardine opted Lo use short,
fast-pitched bowling at the
body to cemnter the skills of
Sir Donald Bradman ad re-
claim the Ashes in the (a-
Nkls seTies.

He followed his caplain's
tactics 1o the letter and was
bowling when both Bill
Woodfull and Bert Oldfield
were struck sickening bhlows
during -the fourth Test in
Adelaice.

Tidal surge
From Page 1
experivnicing o heavy rainfall
in neighbowing Indian re-
gions. Lhe overall flood situa-
tion, which started improv-

4ng. might turn otherwise.

A bulletin issued by the
Flood Information Centre of
the Waler Development Bo-
ard said Lhe flood situation
will further improve in Dha-
ka. Narayanganj askd Mun-
shiganj districts. -

The flood situation 511:::-:
singdt. Kishoreganj, at-
pur, Madaripur *f?i Faridpus
nwy improve today, the bul-
etin added.

Soldier shot
From Page 1

pital where he was given first
aid. He was then removed (o
the Bangladesh battalion field
hospital at the base camp at
Coralici.
. His physical condition is
satisfactory and he is now out
of danger, according to the
latest report received in

Meanwhile, all members
of the Bangladesh military
contingent including military
observers in Bosnia-Herze-
govina are safe and sound.
Bangladesh army headquar-
ters is maintaining constant
contact with them.

. From Page 1
Another |'N source says,
the Croatian government and

thorities ' expressed de€ep | rebel Serbs were today con-

concern over the untoward

|

LS

centrating their forces
arovind Bihac in western
Bosia:

SlPorcign and delence min-
isters lrum  the Uhnited

Stales. Russia and major Eu-
ropean powers gathered:-in
London on-Friday te chart thé
way ahead in Bosnia ten days

| after the UN 'safe area’ of

Srebrenica fell to Serb forces.

The ministers issued a
statement which many inter-
preted to mean that future
attacks by the Bosnian Serbs
of any ef the five remaining
UN 'safe areas’ — including
Sarajevo — would trigger a
quick military .response by
NATO air power.

NATO military planners
will begin Immediately to
translate this week's London
agreement on more aggres-
sive UN military action in
Bosnia into a detailed bomb-
ing campaign. US Defence
Secretary William Perry said

"We have a plan, and the
NATO military commiitee is

going to put the details on

the ... big air campaign” Lhis
weekend. Perry told re-
porters en route from Lon-
don Saturday.

He said the planning un-
der normal circumstances
would take three or four
days, but that "if something
bad happened' such as a sud-
den Serb assault on the UN-
protected enclave of Gorazde,
the blueprint for bombing
could be earlier.

dispaiched .some of
his directly to NATO

commander

Serb missiles hit

publican leader Bob Deole
calling it "another dazzling
display of ducking the prob-
lem.”

"The London meeting
made it clear there would be
no immediate or decisive re-
sponse except more meet-
ings.” Dole told the Senate.
"It is crystal clear thal the
London meeting did not pro-
duce a solution. It did not re-
sult in a policy.”

Weary of emptly promises,
Bosnia's government says
Western pledges to protect a
Muslim enclave could merely
encourage rebel Serbs Lo
strike elsewhere. ;

Bosnian prime minister
Haris Silajdzic called the
Londeon announcement
"another half-measure, an-
other fig leaf.”

“This will make the Serb
terrorists feel very confident.

¢« Once more the international

community has backed
down," he said in Sarajevo.
Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb
Gen Ratko
Mladic said in‘'an interview
published Friday that his
forces will capture all UN
‘safe areas’ and end the war

within a few months.

"By autumn, we'll take Go-
razde, Bihac and in the end
Sarajevo and we'll finish the
war in Bosnia,” he told Svet, a

weekly published in Bel-
grade, Yugoslavia.
The Western nations

warned the Serbs against at-
tacking Gorazde. bul there

was neo specific mention of
four other UN-declared sale

arcas’. Sarajeve, Bihac, Tuzia
and Zepa.
Silajdzic said the Serbs

Editor : Mahfuz Anam the focus on a direct attack

headquarters in Brussels. simply may lay off Gorasde
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‘on poverty and for improve-
ment in the quality of life of
vulnerable sections gives a
special relevance to the
common goals of the regional

grouping.

seized (wo pipe guns. ome
wireless set., and a number of
ram dahs, daggers. hockey
sticks and iron rods. The po-
lice raided the Jamaat
alter a gun battle on the

versity campus. 1

The Dhaka City Corporation seized a number of illegal
rickshaws from the North South Road in the city

ani- yesterday.

—8tar photo

Belgium, after the Lendon
tonference ended,

Senate criti-
cised an international crisis
meeting's threat of new
Bosnia air strikes with Re-

and turn thelr guns on the
other enclaves. .
“They will use this as a
cue. The green light 18 bum-
ing for theqn and s still
buming.” he said.



