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Bid to create communal tension alleged

BRAIETRY ni,

dus clash with cops in Kashmir

Bosnian defenderu of tha ann]wa of Bnhruntcn
wounded in fighting against Bosnian Serbs, lay on
stretchers after being carried by their comrades
through the Serb‘lines in the woods near Kalesija,
Wednesday. Some 4,000 Muslim soldiers from the 2nd
Corps made their way through the besieged eastern
Bosnian enclave. — AFP/UNB photo

Ukraine closes N-reactor:  reactor

at Zaparojie Nuclear Plant il southern Ukraine was shut

down overnight due to a mallunction in its pump, the

Interfax-Ukraine News Agency repurted Thursday! AFP
s from Ukraine.

The number two reactor at the plant, Ukraine's largest
and one ol the biggest in Europe. was immediately shut
down when the malfunction was detected and there was
no leak of radioactivity, a !ucal civil defence official was
quoted as saying.

Heat wave toll now 111in S

A heat wave in southern Spain has killed 11 peﬂpie most
of them elderly. hospital officials said on Thursday, Reuter
reports [rom Seville.

The heart attack death of a 46-year-old jagg:r in
Madrid was also attributed to the heat.

[ ] L
PM denies allegatmns:
ish Prime Minister Fellipe Gonzalez said on Thursday
allegations linking him .with anti-guerrilla activities were
made by those under judicial investigations and that he
had no intention of resigning, Reuter reports from Madrid.
This is a campaign and a stirategy designed by those
who are facing charges. Gonzalez said in a televised news

conference.
Australians protest N-test:

Demonstrators chained themselves to the front of the
French Embassy to protest France's plans to resume
nuclear tests at Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific, AP
reporis from Canberra.

They also unveiled a large banner on the {ront ol the
builkding thal said "SOS Mururoa.” '

Clashes leave 15 dead in

Fifteen people died in fighting in south-east Tury
overnight Thursday, the semi-official Anatolian News
ﬁgem:v reported. AFP reports from Ankara.

“Ten village guardians — pro-government Kurdish militia
,and live separatist Kurds died during separate clashes in
south-cast Anatolia. Members of the rebel Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Parly (PKK) attacked guard posts at the village of
Uzundere in the province of Hakkari.
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Flllglno vice mayor killed:
Unidentified gunmen killed the vice mayor of a northern
town and his security escort Friday during an early
‘morning ambush, police said, AP reports from San
‘Fernando. Philippines.

Vice Mayor Anastacio Manuel and Dominador Samortin
were walking along a road at 6 am (2200 GMT Thursday)
“in Mayantoc town when they were killed by the gunmen,

regional Police Chief Superintendent Diony Ventura said.

: ] [ ] -
Floods claim 23 in Pakistan:
Torrential rains and flash floods killed 23 people In
- Pakistan's southern provinces, newspapers reported
‘Friday. AP says {rom Islamabad.

Al least 12 people, including a family of five, drowned

flash floods Thursday in Balochistan province, the

E ish-language daily’ Dawn reported. In Sind province,

three people were electrocuted by damaged utility poles,

and at least 17 people were injured by the rains, which

- swepl away hundreds of mud- and-straw houses and caused
» hedvy tflmuﬂxb: fo reads and crops.

" m dealer held in Pakistan: »
- natienal described as the masfermind of a

- network smuggling heroin to European countries has been
arrested by the Anti-Narcotic Force (ANF), officials said
Thursday, AFP reports from Islamabad.

: The man, identified as Zulfikar Ali Shah alias Bedi Shah,
was taken into custody at the Islamabad airport Wednesday
along with two accomplicés, ANF Director, Erigaditr
Mohammad Aslam told reporters.

G-77 preparing .
- resolution to -

T i UlﬂMBD July 21: Sri
wndemn N teStS Lanka's separatist guerillas
: are using more suicide
MANILA. July -21: The| bombers and may soon de-
Group of 77 developing coun- | ploy kamakaze pilots like the
tries is a resolution | Jupanese air force did during

the gun battle, officials. said,
e

JAMMU . India. July 21:
Hindu activists clashed witlr
police in this Kashmirl city
today as protests erupted
over a bemb blast
caused by Muslim guerillas
that killed 20 people and in-
jured 50 more on Thursday,
reports’ AFP.

Hundreds of activists
stoned police and stray vehi-
vles that ventured inte the

‘streets in defiance of a dawn-

to-dusk sirike called by
Hindu mnationalist groups.
witnesses said.

Police were attacked in at
least five residential areas of
the city. but it was not clear
whether anyone was hurt,
police said.

“The situation in Kashmir
is getting from bad to worse.”
Chaman Lal Gupta, president

ol the Kashmir branch of the '

Hindu-domiinated Indian
People's Party. told AFP.
responsible for the explo-
sion.” he added, as party ac-
tivisis went around the city
enforcing the strike. "We
know that the blast is aimec
al creating IHindu- Huﬂlm.’l
lension.

Shops. banks, post offices
and other businesses closed
lodlay across the eity in the
strike. which was called by
the Hindu group Rashtriyva
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS).
The main opposition Indian
I'vople's Party is the political
wing ol the RSS, and beth
lhave a strong lollowing in
Jammu, _

Residents said city streets
were virtually deserted save
vehicles belonging to the po-
lice and federal paramilitary
wroops, hundreds of whom

were deployed across the city
to prevent violence.

Tigers step up
attack on
Lankan forces

COLOMBO. July 21: Tamil
pguerillas today stepped up at-
tavks on security forces.
killing lour more soldiers and
lusing two ol their own in an
ambush in northeast Sri
Lanka. locally military offi-
cials said. reporis

Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) rebels sur-
prised ithe soldiers in the
Mutiur area in ceastal Trin-
comale¢ district when the
troops were returning to.base
after a failed ambush on mili-
tants in the region, officials
siricl,

At least two LTTE gueril-
las were confirmed killed .in

H

Though Jammu's popula-
tion of 700.000 people is
dominated by Hindus,
Kashmir is largely Muslim,
and a drive to secede from
India has claimed more than
12.000 lives in the region
since 1989,

A 10 kilogram (22-pound)
homb planted in a scooter
parked outside a state-run
school exploded here late
Thursday. killing at least 20
people ., and Injuring 60
others. several critically. doc-
tors sail.

Fasbw o Doboosanered the el

sion on Muslim and
said they had arrested 13
SUSDECLS. :

It was one of the worst
homb blasts ever in Jammu
@il triggered a stampede of
paniin ket bystanders,

Three shops adjoining the
two-story school were de-
stroyed and another 10 build-
ings were damaged in the
deafening explosion, which
was heard nearly two kilome-
ters (1.24 miles) away.

‘It seemed like an

." said Madan Lal.
55%. a Hindu who was admit

ted to a hospital for severe

i

Immediately after the
biast, the street resembied a

Ndestiman leider

Yasser Arafat listens to the lsraeli Communication Mimster

Shumalit Aloni, after the end of their talks in, Arafat's office in Gaza City Thursday. The

two discussed issues over the

peace process and the new target date of July 25 to reach a
deal to extend the Palestinian autonomy in the occupied West Bank. — AFP/UNB photo

Govt-MQM talks adjourned

ISLAMABAD. July 21 : The
Pakistan gevernmenlt and
Karachi's powerful ethnic
group. Mohajir Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM). Tharsday ad-
journed until next week their
talks aimed at restoring
peave to the violence-torn
port city. reports AFP.

A ‘briel announcement,
aller a lour-hour session be-
Iween negoliating teams
from -the two sides. said the
next round would convene in
Karachi on Monday.

The longest break since .

the dialogue started in Islam-
abad on July 11 followed the
death in Karachi of thg-
mother of the official team
leader, Law Minister Nabi
1] Khan. ollicials said.
Meanwhile. at least six

prople ahed
Karachi — lour in sniper fir-
ing and shootouts witly secu-
rity personnel and two in a
clash beiween rival student
gronps ai a lechnical insti-
fuste.

ﬂnml Dehlvi, head of the
MOQM ucgotialing team. told
reporters he had made four
suggesiions (o the govern-
ment 1o bring peace to
Karachi. Pakistan's largest
city and comunercial hub.

He declined 1o give de-
Lails. but said the proposals
were in addition to the de-
mands already submitted by
the MOM dealing with the
political and social grievances
of the Mohajir community of
migrants [rom India.

Chirac for stab ility in
the Mediterranean

RABAT. July 21: French
President Jacques Chirac,
praising Morocco's role as an
anchor in troubled North
Africa. shas proposed . that
their countries join hands
across the Mediterranean to
create a "lake of Btabﬂ:lt;f
reports Reuter.

“Why should not France
and Morocco take the initia-
tive, at the appropriate time,
to propose a pact of stability
for the Mediterranean to ease
tensions and build our com-
mon future,”" Chirac told a
banquet given by King Hassan
on Thursday night.

"Morocco ... by its geo-
graphical proximity (to Eu-
rope) and its remarkable sta- -
bility in an uncertain and
troubled environment, occu-
ples a special position in the
heart of Europeans and par-
ticularly of the French,”
Chirac said.

France sees Morocco un-
der King Hassan, who has
been on the throne for more

than 30 years, as a bulwark

against the spread of Muslim

fundamentalist violence, now .

centred in Algeria.

Some 40,000 people ha_me
died in political violence in
Algeria, which shares a bor-
der with Morocco. since the
army-backed authorities an-
nulled elections in 1992
which Islamists were pulsed
tu win

.\Franc:
spokesman “in association

Chirac's choice  of
Morocco as the first stop of a
tour of former French
colonies in Africa signalled
the central role Paris assigns
to King Hassan's moderating
influence,

Morocco has resisted at-
temptis to -be drawn into a
strategic alllance with its
North African neighbours, ar-
‘guing that it cannot be com-
pared with Algeria nor with
Libya, which is undetr UN
, sanctions.

King Hassan, in his ban-
tfuet speech, uld Moroceo
was renewing its application
to join the-European Union

a8 a full member and asked

Ehtrnctulupportthebtd

Chirac, who spoke after
th! king, did not respond but
stuck to the prepared text
saying Morocco could rely on
to act as its

talks with the EU.

France has promoted the
idea to the EU-Mediter-
ranean association accords to
bolster peace and stability.

Tunisia became the first

Hnrthﬁﬁ'lnnnmmtunign
a deal this week.

Chirac did not mention
Bosnia in His speech although
war in former Yugoslavia
duminat:d world news on

Thursday in -

The law minister oo re-
insed tu divuige the latest
MOM proposals, bul said the

government would make
‘serious” efforts to imple-
ment them.

Sources close to the
negotiations said the
proposals were mainly

related to the operations by
para-military rangers and
police in Karachi and the
government demand for
surrender of arms by MQM
imilitan s.

Dehlvi said the govern-
ment should refrain from the
use ol forece in Karachi.
adding the onus for killings
itn the city lay with those in
charge ol maintaining law
and order.

French President Jacques Chirac takes off his shoes to
visit the Great Mosque Hassan 1I, Thursday during his
visit to Casablanca, on his second day of the two day stop
in Morocco, during his five-day trip in Africa.

—AFP/UNB photo

condemning nuclear tests,
Philippine foreign Secretary
Domingo Siazon said today,
rq.iuru Reuter.

“He told reporters the G- |
77 was preparing a géneral
statement nst nuclear
testing by nations, to be
discussed at a meeting by the
group in September.

The resolution would not
single out the controversial

nuclear testing programme of
France, due to start in the
lﬂul.h Pacific m September,
but would addr m the issue
m

World War 1l, analysts here
say. reporis AFP.

The latest strike against
the navy's largest command
ship. the Edithara, was car-
ried out Sunday by 17 suicide
bombers of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). The attack blunted a
military drive against the
rebel held Jaffna town,

Unlike the Japanese
kamikaze pilots who are said
to have sunk some 40 US
ships and damaged more
than 100 in 1945, the Sri

Lankan Tamil "Black Tigers."
have staged smaller but more
varied acts since their first
mission. against
canip in 1987.

The sroup has used sui-
cide bombers with deadly ac-
curacy to devastate the mili-
tary headquarters here as
well as to assassinate a presi-
dent, a prime ‘minister and
an opposition leader and sink
nearly a dozen navy craft.

It may not be long before
the Tigers acquire kamikaze
pilots military analysts be-
lieve. The group is known to
have acquired six micro-light
aircraft and the government
takes the threat of an aerial
attack seriously.

Anti aircraft guns have
been mounted on the roof

an army .

ps of séveral buildings near
prca!d:nt Chandrika Ku-
maratunga's residence here
for fear of a kamikaze attack.
The fanatical Tigers are
said to consider it a privilege
to die in the name of Eelam,
the separate state they are
fighting to set up in Sri

" Lanka's northern and eastern

regions.

The Tigers claim to have
too many volunteers, the
"martyrs” needed for anti-
government missions are
chosen through a lottery. The
names are put down on paper
and lots drawn by Tiger
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran
so that all volunteers get an
equal chance,

Before they go on their fi-
nal mission. they have a last

supper with the leader and
pose for photographs. We feel
something in our hearts after
the attack LTTE official D
Varatharajah said in Jaffna
recently.

The Tiger suicide cadres
are often young boys and girls
with secondary school educa-
tion.

They belong to a conser-
vative Tamil Hindu society
better known as survivalist
rather than suicidal, how-
ever, the long drawn out war
seems to have transformed
them.

On every street in Jaffna,
the capital of Tamil sepa-
ratism, is a monument to a
dead hero. Coloured pho-
tographs of those who died In
the name of Eelam are widely

LTTE may deploy WWII -style Kamikaze pilots

revered.

The Tigers have an elabo-
rate welfare set up caring for
the families of those who die
for Eelam. Suicide is also the
favoured from of evading ar-
I'Eﬂt

To ensure guick death,
the Tigers carry a cyanide
capsule worn around the
neck.

The LTTE is charged with
using a woman sulcide
bomber to assassinate former
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi at an election rally in
the south Indian state of
Tnmll Nadu, in May 1991.

years Later, an LTTE
cn&re who had infilirated
President Ranasingh Pre.
madasa's household killed
himh during a May Day rally

Off the Record

LONDON: Prince Charles, who has admitted that he
sometimes Lalks to his plants, is urging Britons to follow
his example and adopt a vegetable, reports AFP.

Among some of the 700 vegetables under threat from
Eurapean Union (EU) regulations are the boothby blonde
cucumber. Grandad's multicoloured runner beans, blue-
fleshed potatoes. red elephant carrots and white windsor
broad beans.

The prince has launched ‘adopt a veg.” an appeal to save
thousands ol vegetable varieties threatened with extinction
because of EU rules which forbid the sale of their seed.

He has acted on behalf of the Henry Doubleday Research
Association which claims that Britain has lost more than
2n¢m“n¢mmu-¢1m and says hundreds more

are Lhreatened by EU fegulations which require seedsmen
to payv hundreds to pounds (dollars] to register each
hlﬁﬂf. -

The Prince launched the scheme at the of
July and since them a spokesman for the research
organisation says the centre has been inyndated with
application lorms from peopile wanting to pay their 12

The Tu-154 had just
Moscow when

chaily Narodnaya Gazeta.

when the flight occurred.

pound (17 dollar) sponsorship fee.

Snake in cockpit

- CHITA. Russia: Pilots of a Russian jetliner sat absolutely
still for more than three hours before making an
unscheduled landing with a snake in the cockpit. a news
agency reported Friday, says AP.

taken off from Chita en route to
the pilots discovered their
stowaway.” [TAR-Tass said. citing a report in the Chita

"dangerous

The pilots finally landed their plane in the western
Sibertan city of Omsk, where the snake was removed,
ITAR-Tass said. It did not identify the type of snake or say

Authorities speculated that the snake stowaway boarded
the plane in China. because the
Harbin in eastern China the day

Credit goes todrugs !

HONG KONG: Robber who took a heavy dose of
transquilisers Defore carrying out a robbery and forgot (o

had made a trip to

make his getaway has been jalled for three years, reports

AFP,
Fu Wing-Lei,

20. was sentenced to three- years

imprisonment Thursday after he pleaded guilty to the
robbery and possessing an imitation gun.

Fu held up a tailor's shop on January 26 and took 1,700
Hong Kong dollars (220 US) but tnught nearby after he

ambled away in a daze. counting his

testimony.

loot, amnrdingtu

According 1o his lawyer, Fu had taken ni:r. thypho]
drug tablets and drank one and half cans of beer before

carrving oul his robbery.

They get the chanceto
upgrade their status

SAN FRANCISCO : Authorities here sought Friday a
group of thieves who stole a suitcase not knowing they
were making oll with the latest in James Bond-style

weaponry, reports AFP.

The briefcase. a demonstration model belong to federal
agents. was equipped with a revolver that can be activated
by remote control. It was stolen Tuesday on route to an

exhibit on crime. -

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tebaceo and Firearms wanted to
display the igneous weapon that once belonged to a
criminal to ilustrate the sophisticated technology available
o law breakers. said Mark Logan, ATF spokesman here.

Four men snatched the briefcase from a messenger who
was busy with other deliveries when his truck containing
the prized weapon and other parcels including compulers

was stolen.

SEOUL. July 21: South
Korea plans to make a new
peace proposal to rival
Comumunist North Korea in
mid-August aimed at reduc-
ing tensions in one of the last
remaining owiposts of the
Cold War, oflicials said Friday,
reports AP.

The peace package is ex-
pected to include a proposal
lor a meeting between the
leaders of the (wo Koreas and
4 new mechanism that
will replace the cease-fire
that maintains the current
(ragile on the Korean

Seoul® olficials sald Pre-
sident Kim Young-sam will
propose a summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Il In

a speech on August 15

marking the 50th anniversary
of Korea's liberation from
Japanese colonial rule.

Kim also will propose re-

placing the current armistice

with a permanent peace

tréaty signed by Seoul and
and

Pyongyang guaranteed by
Washington and Beijing, they
said.

‘s Yomiuri Shimbun
reported that Seoul also ho-
pes the governments of nei-

ghbouring Japan and Russia

will endorse the new peace
mechanism. '

Kim plans to discuss the
proposal with President
Llimun during a meeting in

soon

Annthtr LTTE suicide
bomber killed opposition
leader Gamini Dissanayake at

lnnhr:ttnn'rﬂymncwl

1994.

hlnur

hathan
killings outside the war zone.

"We d'nh our mar-
Lyrs”, L official

e

"'de.h:

'ROK lanstomakefmh
| peacepmmltoDPRK

Washington next week, news
reports sald.

Washington, Htljing and -
Pyongyang signed the armis-
tice that ended the 1950-53
Korean War. The US-led
United Nations Command
fought en Seoul's side in the
war. while China t:untrthutnd
troops to the Nerth. :

Officials refused to-
late on how Lhe North wl:l.lld

to the new

North Korea has de-
manded that the armistice be
replaced with a peace trealy
Pyongyang and
that would ex-
clude !mul which the North
calls a US puppet. |

In recent years, North
Korea has withdrawn from

. the armistice tommijssion.

China to pull out
it delegates, and evicted
outside monitors to under-
mine the cease-fire system
and force talks with Washing-
ton.

On Friday, Naewoe Fre-
Seoul's official monitor of
North Korea's media, re-
ported that North Kerean

- Foreign Minister Kim Young

Nam recen a letter to
UN : . ﬂeﬂl Bout-
ros Boutros-Ghali demanding
the withdrawal of the UN
Command from Seoul.
Without a peace trealy. the
divided Korean Peninsula
remains still at war.
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Georgian leader
accused of being
authoritarian

TBILISI. Georgia, July 21:
A powerful opposition law-
maker on Friday accused Ge-
orgian leader Eduard She-
vardnadze of autheritarian
rule and called for cellecting
signgtures (o lorce his dis-
missal. reporis AP.

"Shevardnadze is trying to
establish a dicltatorship, cev-
ering his intention by talks
abgiit democracy.” Dzhaba
loseliani, a member of the
Georgian parliament and the
leader of a powerful paramili-
tary group which Shevanrd-

nadze disbanded in May, told
a news conlerence.

Shevardnadze has blanwed
heavily armed members ol
the 3.000sirong Mikhedriond,



