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Titas, Rifles in

Spurts Reporter

Detending champions Ti-
tas Club akl Bangladeah Ri
fles (BDR) sel up a title de-
ciding clash on Saturday afier
winning their respective
semifinal engagements of the
NBL volleyBall league at the
court adjacent lo the Dhaka
Stadiui vesierday.

In the first semifinal Titas
Club recoarded a facile 15-7,
- 15-7 aidd ¥H- 10 win over Peo-

lice Athletic Club while five-
time chaumpions BDR, who
were declared bete noire by
the Bangladesh Volleyball

Federation (BVF) last year for |

Aheir alleged involvement in a
clash durfing a national
championship semifinal en-
gagement at Kyshtia., also
earnvd v comfortable 15-8.
A5-11 andd 15-4 win against
last vear's runners-up Power
Development Board.

The third-place play-off
between Bangladesh Police
and Power Development
Beard will take place today.

Food and Agriculture Min-
ister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
will witness the final and dis-
tribute prizes among the
WITHIETS.,

Pioneer soccer
results
Sports Reporter

Gazipur Ekadosh recorded
an emphatic 4-0 win over
Chaitalj Clab in one ‘of the
nine Pioneer [ivision football
league engagements at the
Mohakhali T&T ground yes-
terday.

“  Monirul opened the win-
ners’ account from an early
fifth  minute strike while
Bakar doubled the margin in
the 17th -minute. Monirul
gute Gazipur a 3-0 lead at the
breather. scoring his second
goal three minutes later.
Raqibul struck lten minutes
lroin the linal whistle. a goal
that eventually sealed Ihe Iale
ol the mate

Ainong lhr other rnatrhf:s.

six matches ended with 1-0
scorelines #nd the two re-
maining were drawrt.
» Rampura Natun Kuri Sang-
‘shad beat Badda Jagarani
Sangshad (Junior] at the
"T&T Ground with Tareque
scoring lor the winners.

Al the RAJUK ground ad-
jacent fo the Dhaka Stadium.
Badshah Smriti Sangshad and
Rising SC deleated K R Bovs
and Azunpur Hﬂhﬂrf Emgha
Fespectively. L

~Rmaihvay Hiufs saunlered
preasi Abokash Tarun Sangha at
the Dhupkbala Meiropolis
ground while Mukti Khe-
laghor prevailed over Parada-
gar Krira Samaj Kalavan
Parishad at the Jagannatl
College and Universily
"ground.

Shawdesh Sauiaj Kalyan
Sangha ouiplayed Golam
Maostola Lane Kishore Sangha
with Guddu scoering the only
goal lor the victors at the
Dhammondi Club ground.

Tejgaon Nabataranga Krira
Samajik and Sangskritik
Parishad » drew . I-1 with
Modhubagh Friends Club at
the Lk grotd, ;

M. i Prosvat Sangha
and N . .halpary Juba Kalyvan
Samiu produced a goalless
draw al the sanue venue.

Nantes begin
" defence

PARIS. July 20: French
soccer champions Nantes
opened the defence of their
title on Wednesday with an
unconvincing 1-0 home win
over Auxerre, reports Reuter.

Nantes scored after 10
minytes through midfielder
verted a fine pass by new-
comer Jocelyn Gourvennec.

Litebuoy Premier Division
foothall league:

Agrani Bank SC vs Young-
men's Club Fakirerpool (4:30
mn Dhaka Stadiarg). .

Arambagh KS vs Rahmal-
ga MFS 1630 D
Sl:j{ﬁmni i

Pioneer Division foothall
league:

Arambagh K€ vs Kendriyo
Kishore Kaiela (4 pm RAJUK

ground)

Survoshena SC vs Nabab
Katara KC (2.30 pmm Dhan-
mondi Club ground).

Lalbagh ¥rira Chakra vs
Dogair Chand Tara Club (4
ps Dhatmmondi Club ground).

Monsoor Sporting Club vs
Islampar Utiaran KC (2:30
pin Dhupkhola
groundy

Aganagar PMS vs Diba
Sangshad (4 pm Dhupkhola
metropolis ground).

Eastern Footbdll Club vs
Jatrabar KC (4 pva Jagannath
College and University
sround)

Littara Friends Club vs An-
gels Club (2:30 pm Bl.nmi
ground).

Jubashikha Sangshad vs
National Foothall Training

Club (% Mohakhali T and
T grountl).

NBL First Divisaon volleyball
league.

Power Board
vs Bangladesh Police (4 pm
volleyball court).

metropolis |

Aection from yesterday's Lifebuoy First Division football

AN el

......

leagtie ancotinter between Badda

Jagorani and Eskaton Sabuj Sangha at the Dhaka Stadium. Badda Jagorani won 1-0.

Kanan s boys march on

Fuormer national
custodian Saye--
ed Hassan Kan-
an may have lost

under the bar,
but .n: proved himself a
promising coach when his

teann Badda Jagorani Sangsad .

moved inte the top of the
Lifebuoy First Division football
leagué with a lone goal win
over Eskatonn Sabuj Sangha at
the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

Striker Zahed notched the
deciding goal thgee minutes
Iromm time with an intelligent
back-vollev over enrushing
E-Hkrl”.lli L'Hli iender i{ismal

his credentials

. football.
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as L.uldi, the promotees in
the First Division this year,
recorded Lheir third win in
the league. _
. With ‘yesterday victory
Badda now joimtly lead the
table with Bangladesh Boys,
both collecting 10 points
from five' league engage-
ents.

The defeat-pushed Eska-

tont further behind in the
table into the seventh posi-
tion. with five points from as

{

Sports Reporter

many outings.

In the second m,al::h of
the day. Victoria Sporting
Club shared honours with
Sadharan Bama in a goalless
encournter.

For Victoria the outcome
was nol inspirational at all,
after fielding their two Pak-
istani recruits for the ﬂrst
time.

For Tarig Oman, the
striker. and compatriot Ayub,
making their defute in Dhaka
their performance
was nol something to write
home about. | o

Away at the Mirpur Sta-
dium East End Club, who also

— Star photo

L

have three foreign booters in
their ranks, relied on their

“locals to earn a hard fought
lone goal win over Police

Athletic Club." .
"After a barren first half
Kawshik scored the match
winner in the 73th minute of
proceedings. _
It was the old town outfits
second win in the league to

“collect eight points from five

matches. while with this de-
feat Police, who were the
other promotee to the First
Division this year, remained
stuck to their previous col-
lection ol three from five en-
gagements,

STANDINGS |
Standings of the two-tier Senior Division footbail
leagues on completion of five matches yesterday.

Lifebuoy Premier league:
Teams

Muktijeddha Sangsad
Abahani KC

Brothers Union
Mohammedan SC
Youpgmen's Club
Agrani Bank
Arambagh K5

Wari Club

Farashganj SC
Rahmatganj MFS

ccgcﬁ'waumahﬂ

T

CAMS
Bangladesh Boys
a Jagorani SC

haran Bima KS
East End Clhab
Dhanmondi Club
Victoria SC
Eskaton 55
Shantinagar Club
Police AC
PWD SC
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0 11 2 13
0 6 0 13
0 6 3 9
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2 0 4 3
3 2 9 2
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1 - 3 10
1 5 3 10
0 £ 2 9
g% S 8
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0 3 2 7
2 5 '8 5
2 2 4 5
e AR 4 3
4 5 9 1

‘Shaon shines for
Siddheswari

Sports Reporter

Shaon dazzled
with both the
willow and the

ball to propel
Siddheswari

=221 sporting Club to
their third successive win in
one of the three Lotus-Kamal
Second Division qualifying
cricket’ league " matches
played at diflerent city ven-
ues vesterday.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket

|

Earlier, Shakir Ahmed en-
sured that Kalyanpur crossed
the three-figure mark witly a
patient 45 off 89 balis.

Away at the City
ground Mirpur KC pic
their maiden victory defeat-
ing Raktim Sangha by 45
runs.

Electing to bat the local
outfit compiled a huge 159
runs for nine in a reduced
30-over-a-side match with
extras featuring a staggering
highest 56 which included
31 wides. In reply, Raktim
Sangha were skittled out for
| 14 where once again Mr.
Sundries stoual ichinest 25,

lub

‘Medvédeyv exits

STUTTGART, July 20:
Fifth-seed Andrei Medvedev

slumped to a second round

defeat at the hands of Fren-
chman Amaud Boetsch at the

Stuttgart tennis tournament

here on Wednesday — his

second early exit in two
weeks, reports AFP.
The world number 17 and

holder of the 1992 title here,

let &n early lead slip away
against Boetsch, ranked 47 in
Ehc world, to lose 1-6, 6-1,
4.

French Open champion
Thomas Muster put a week of
disappointment behind him
to beat Marcelo Rios of Chile
6-2, 6-4 for a third-round
berth.

Number three Sergi Bru-
guera went through in strai-
ght sets against Peru's Jaime
Yzaga. 6-4. 6-3.
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Action from the NBL First Division volleyball league
semifinal between Bangladesh Rifles and Power

Development Board at the volleyball court yesterday. The
Riflesmen moved into the final beating PDB 158, 15-11,

154.

— Star photo

ericial league matches.
F+Thev further added:
,lhﬂ* gl IﬂtcrsF from differ-
‘#nt clubs.

DMFA's timely

tnitiative
Sports Reporter
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- Hosts in Copa America final

Uruguay upset Columbia

Cyganisers the Dhaka Me- MONTEVIDEO,
rropolis Foetball Association Uruguay, July
(1JMFA] has requested the . 20: Uruguay, wi-
Bangladesh Football Fede- th veteran Enzo
ration (BFF) to brimg foreign * Francescoli set-
referees 1o officiate  the ' __ ting up both
return led ol the ongoing | goals, advanced Wednesday

Iwn-tier Senior
loothall leagues.
In a letter to the BFF on
Wednesday, the governing
hody ol 1he country's football.
DHF.& termed the w rei-
erees as incom 1o run

“who had vehe:-
mently protested sub-stan-
dard of- rel‘rre:lng in the
leagues.

Meanwhile, the DHF& has’

also brought on 8§ M chﬁur :

Jrom Khulna to Ensur: mme
good refereeing.
Monsur. who has over l;he

singly
nored by mest of the leading
clubs. :

Earlv (hi% vear a bearded
Monsur proved his worth in

Roclie l.
 Earn

CANTEREURY England,
July 20: West Indian Brian
Lara's low key tour came un-
der examination again on
Wédnesday after he was
dismissed for a duck by a
rookie bowler on the opening
day of his side's three-day
match against Kent. reports
Reuter.

Lara survived juat three
deliveries from Kent pace-
man Julian Thompson — a
doctor when not playing
cricket then edged the

fourth to continue his sur-
prising sequence of disap-
poiriting scores.

The world record-breaker
s alone among the eight spe-
cialist-West Indian batsmen
not to have made a century so

fifth first-class wickets of

'S career, his z

penrm so far having
limited to fust thru in two

| i

miss 4th Test

LONDON, July 20: England
were unable to plan their
strategy for next week's cru-
cial fourth Test against West
Indies on Wednesday after
Alec Stewart ruled himgelf
out of Surrey's next match
with a bruised: finger, reports
AFP.

His withdrawal from the
game starting on Thursday
could mean England will have
to find themselves another
opener — and a new wicket-
keeper — as England seek to
level the series at Old Trai-
ford next Thursday.

Graf pulls out

CARLSBAD. California. July
20: Toep-ranked Steffi Gral
has pulled out of the Toshiba
lennis classic because of back
problems that bothered her
al Wimbledon and the French
Open. reports AP.

‘Il know she did every-
Ihing to get here.,” co-pre-
moter Jamne Stration said
Wednesday.” "H's something
she can't play through."
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SINGAPORE, July 20:
Malaysian ace Rashid Sidek
had to summon all his expe-
rience to defeat an Indone-
slan rookie for a quarterfinal
berth in the Konica Cup Sin-
gapore international bad-

minton championships on

Thursday, reporis AFP.
" Sidek. the joint sixth seed
in the men's singles, was
given a fright by aggressive
left-hander Arief before
with a hard-fought
15-12. 15-11, victory in 61
minutes.

g

the Bristol SAARC Gold Cup J final with Bolivia.
tosirniaaent in Sri Lan!:a :

Divisiori | night to the final of the Copa

America with a 2-0 victory

over Columbia, report agen-
cies.

Edgardo Adinolfi, who I'I!_
playing only beécause of an in-

jury to striker Daniel Fon-

kit | even ut |

seca, but U ahead in an
mmuntcr
'in the 52nd m!nutt

Striker Marcelo Otero
wra the game up for
Uruguay 18 minutes later,
Uruguay will face either
Erazﬂ or the United States,
ﬁ meet today, in Si.lnﬂlj"l

Urugua}r. who hn'vn.-. hosted '

the Copa America six times

| vears set a standard of being before and won on every oe-
. -pqmlnw “was. surpri

i:aalnn*
‘through the competition
without every looking spec-

tacular apart from the first
30 mluu.tﬂ of their quarter- .

 Despite the ce of
‘the game and the of
the home team. the 75,000

.capacity Centernario Etm:lium
was less than half full and
most of the first-half was
| played in a mournful atmu
sphere

an&‘i ﬂummcntatura
blamed the poor turn-out of
just 28,000 on ticket prices.

with the cheapest places
tosting 35 dollars.
- A boggy pitch .whlch
severely hindered the players .

have progressed

added to the melancholic
scene, producing a despera-

tively poor advertisement for

South American soccer.
Despite the injury to Fon-

Napoli still nine
billion short!

NAPLES, Haly, July 20:
Napoli president Corrado
Ferlaino warned on Wednes-
day that the debt-ridden
former I[talian champions
were in serious danger of
going out of business, reports
Reuter.

"Napoli are in their death
throes and no one seems fo
realise. Maybe the problem is
being undervalued,” Ferlaino-
said.

"We: need nine billion lire

. (5.6 million dollars] ih the

next 10 days.” he said.
Napoli, champions in 1987

~and 1990, are trying to bal-

ance their books in time to
claim a place Iin the new
Serie A season which begins

“on August 27,

The club raised around 15
billion lire (9.4 million, dol-
lars) from the summer sales

of striker Benito Carbone to

Internazionale and defender

Fabio Cannavaro to Parma.

Ferlaino said that fans had
to accept that players had to
be sold to rescue the club.

"The team itself is the
least of our worries at the
moment," the president said,
adding he saw no sign of a
rescie bid.

‘Cabrera's

seca, Uruguay coach Hector
Nunez once again decided to
leave out-of-form striker
Ruben Sosa, who has had an
unhappy season in Italy with
lnt:mazicpale on the substi-

‘tutes’ bench.

Instead, veteran Enzo
Francescoli moved into at-
tack and Adinolfi was brought
into midfield.

~ Although they had the ad-
vantage of home backing,
Uruguay showed little enthu-
siasm for attacking early on.

Their only two decent ef-
forts in the first-half were a
dippmg shot by full-back
Gustavo Mendez following a
run in which he dribbled past.
two defenders and a weak
shot by Francescoli, comfort-
ably nmred by Columbia gml
keeper Rene Higuita. !

Columbia had more pos-
session but as usual their
football was unproductive.

The crowd, who barely

'made a noise in the figst-half,

were woken from their ap-
parent slumber when A
scored in the 52nd minute,
appropriately for such a
scrappy game, he tapped the
ball following a goalmouth
Faustino Asprilla came
close to equalising for
Columbia when he just failed
to make contact with Wilmer
lgw cross- but
Uruguay got the killer second
goal in the Y0th minute.. :
- Gustavo Poyet crossed
from the right and striker
Marcelo Otero volleyed the
ball into the net for his third
goal of the tournament. i

Dhego D-nu 1Ly of Uruguay having a time of celebration with the scorer of his team's first
goal against Colombia during their Copa-America semifinal clash in Rivera on July 19.

Sty Uruguayalmnnmd thlr mmhﬁnmeduppmmnmwhha%wm
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NEW YORK, July
. 20: Monica Seles
will return to
tennis compe-
tition with her

piercing two-fisted ground-
strokes, WTA Tour Players’
Association president
Martina Navratilova con-
firmed ‘ll’amr.ldn]r. reporis
Reuter. .

Navratilova, who will play
| Seles in a welcome-back ex-
hibition match Saturday, July
29, in Atlantic City, said a
fi announcement that

eles would be ranked as co-

number one with Steffi Graf
would be made later this
week.

“I'm playing against the
imeinber one. player in the
world as jlar as |I'm -con-
cerned. " Navratilova said in a
fele-c¢onlerence eall. “"The
only lair way for Monica to
cotie back is as number one
because that's where she was
wiwen she lelt.”

Seles. 21, will be playing
her lirst competition match
since beilg stabbed by a
deranged lan April 30, 1993,
during a Haunburg tourna-
el

“I'm sure |I'H be nervous
but at the same time ex-
vited.” said Seles, speaking
froma her home in Sarasota,

ranking as well as her

Florida. - Seles ' said hitung
with Navratilova last may en-
‘courage her to come back.
“When | played with
Mattisna 1 thought. "wow. this

is tan why am | nol doing .
Seles said. She dis-

this? ~
nissed suggestions by John
McEnroe that the match with
MNavratilova has been ﬁxrd in
her lavour.

*That's a bunch
baloney.” she said. unleash-
ing her onee-familiar giggle.
"I've never been told to win

or lose and I'm ot going to

start in this case.”
An anticipated crowd of

MONICA SELES

ATLANTA, July
20: With one ye-
ar to go before
opening cere-
monies, Atlan-
La's Olympic or-

their

mm pganisers gathered
troops on Wednesday for a

dawn pep rally and then told
reporters the city will be
reacddy for the expected
10,000 athletes and two mil-
lion visitors, reports Reuter.

Ceremonies in Lausanne,
Atlanta and New York
marked the final year of
preparations which in
September 1990 when Al-
lanta was chosen over f[ive
olher citigs lor the Cenlen-
nial Games of the Modeéern

Olymipics.
In Lausanne on Wednes-

day, Billy Payne, president of
the Atlanta Comm ittee for the

| Olympic Games, and Juaa

ufth:hhrnnﬁnﬂl
Committee, issued formal
invitations to 197 nations for
the 1996 Games.

Two hours later, in a
steamy car park outside the
half-completed Olympic sta-
divm. former Atlanta mayor
Andrew Young, now co-
chairman of the Atlanta
Committee for the Olympic
Games (ACOG), spoke to
some | 500 cheering em-

..

“"When Billy Payne walked
in to my office with this im-
possible dream. it took a
bunch of lunatics to believe
that we could pull it off. Well,
welcoine to the crazy.” Young
said.

With the ceremenial one-
year ilestone this menth,
Auanta has come under close
scrutiny by international

= Steffi to share top slot

Y.000 and an mlﬂ'ﬂlthﬁll
television audience is ex-
pected for the exhibition
match at the Atlantic Cil._v
convention  centre.

"~ Seles is expected to ’he
guaranteed the number one
ranking for at least her first
six tournaments, taking hef

. through the US Open. whieh
.. she has signed up to play.
of .

Seles says she is eager to
relieve the EU'I:'I.H:I.I she was
just starting to enjoy when
she won the Australian Open

title in January 1993.
* “That was the flirst time |

telt happy being number
one.” Seles said. "And then
the whole thing happened so
soon after. | was stopped at
my peak. Now | have a
chance to play greal tennis
agaiu and de sumﬂhi.n‘ |

foved 1o de.”
‘Privor 1o the UE QOpen,

L - Scles said she plmned to

play at-lwo lourriaments,
naming Lus  Angeles, San
Diego and Toronto as possi-
bilities.

Seles. who last mmpcmd
at the US Open in 1993
when she won the title, said -
missing the Grand Slam
evenis was the most painful
loss during her absence. ..

Navratilova. who worked

‘hurd to bring Seles back to

lennis, said the sport mhnd. _
her,

Atlanta 1nv1tes 197 natlons

rews media eager to deter-
mine the siate of the city's
preparations. .

Journalists arrived to find
Atlania gouged frem end to
end by massive construction
projects. all racing the clock
to next July, and a swarm of
apparently minor. but nag-
ging. problems.

This week, ACOG officials
conceded that at least two
Olympic Village dormitories
have begun to seftle in the(
soggy Georgia soil, but
claimed the problem will be
fixed shortly.

Also in Atlantd Wednesday,
the tem hit 37 de-
gree for the fourth
time this month, m
reporters to question Sama-
ranch about the potential
peril for athletes
in the ecity mnic
"Hotlanta".



