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flood situation in Chandpur
distriet is improving gradu-
ally. The Meghna river at
Chandpur is still flowing 50
centimetres above eof danger
level. Seven more unions in
the district were submerged
" raising the total number of
affected unions to 57 in the
district. So far flve people
were killed by [lood, aecord-
‘ing to unofficial sources. -

district flood control office
sources so far 577 acres of
land were inundated. As a re-
sult about five lakh people
were affecied by flood. About
five thousand houses, one
hundred km long roads, ten
bridges and. culveris were - TS
damaged in the district. The | = "5 o7y
badly affected areas of the |
district are Chandpur sadar,
Matlab. Kachua, Haimechar,
Faridganj. Haziganj thanas [ . . - S
and entire Chandpur munici- | .o 8 B 88
.pal area. Two reliefl camps | . = . "8
were opened at
Akkas Ali High School and
Railway Club. About five thou-
sand people took shelter in
these
Besides, about 10 thousand
_ marooned people took shel-
ter at Haimchar irrigation
embankment and CARE em-

bankment.

Dhanagoda Irrigation Project
and Tk 80 crore Chandpur
Irrigation
biggest irrigation projects of
the country arfe under

of erosion. About one hun-
dred labourers and water de-
velopment
working day and night to re-
pair the breaches on the §°
'embankment of Meghna— | &
‘Dhanagoda Project.

' According to Chandpur

civil surgeon office sources
about
teams are working in the af-
fected areas.

already broke out in the af- |
fected areas. Serious scarcity
of drinking water is reported.
from the affected areas. The |
road communication between
Chandpur-Dhaka
Chandpur-Faridganj were
restored Tuesday. Mean-
while,
political and cultural organi-
sations are distributing
goods in different affected
areas.

lotted Tk one lakh fifty thou-
sand in cash,
tons of rice, 200 metric tons
of wheat, 200 pieces of sa-
rees. 200 pieces of Iunga_.
Relief operation was geared
up in the affected areas.

case was filed loday with
Kotwali thana in connection
with the killing of Anwar
Hessain Milton, a Chhatra

tions.
- Uncle ol
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Flood in Chande_lI_imRI‘UVES

'Two biggest irrigation projects
face threat of Meghna erosion

From Shirin Akhter

CHANDPUR. July 19: The |

According teo Chandpur
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CHANDPU

Railway

two relief camps.

Taka 130 crore Meghna—

Project, two

officials are

: azirpara area of the town is completely inundated.

CHANDPUR: Pourashava authority distributing cooked food
Railwav Akkas Ali High School.
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Diarrhoea and dysentery

and

different  social.

relief

So far government has al-

150 metric

Relief in Pabna inadequate

From Ranesh Maitra

PABNA. July 19 : Although flood situation throughout
the district remained unchanged for last few days there is
no improvement in the situation. Relief activities remained
very scanty.

According to the District Flood Control Room, out of 50

unions of the six affected thanas of Pabna namely, Bera,
Santhia, Faridpur, Sujanagar, Chatmohar and Bhangoora,
30 unions and one pourashava (Bera pourashava) have been
affected by the flood. A total of 471 square kilometres of
land in these six affected thanas became inundated. The
total number of persons affected till July 16 stands at
2.50.640. The total number of houses destroyed are
:16,000 totally and 3,427 partially.

According to the official sources, standing crops of over
13.979 acres of Jand have been completely and a further
area of 14.067 acres of land bearing standing crops have
been partially destroyed _

Losses suflered in the road communication sector. it
has been estimated that 87 kilometres of katcha roads
have so for been compietely damaged while 548 kilome-
tres have been damaged partially. Moreover, 578 feet
pucca roads have been completely damaged and 23 kilo-

. meires have dlso been damaged partially.

Besides, according to the latest information gathered
fram the official sources here, as many as 17 educational
institutions have been compietely damaged in Bhangoora
thana. while 84 in Bera thana, five in Santhia thana, three
in Faridpur thama, eight in Sujanagar thana and 24 others
in Bhangoora thana have been partially damaged. The total
numbey of educational institutions so far damaged — ei-
ther compiétely gr partially — stands at 14], according to
the official sources in Pabna Twe culverts within Faridpur
thana and seven kilometres of embankment in Bera thana
. have also been partially destroyed.

Case against
killing of
BCL leader

MYMENSINGH. July 19: A
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CHANDPUR: Flood waters marconed the Chandpur-Comilla road of the town.

SYLHET : Bedernddia Xamran,
at the conference of the Kuwait Returnees Association held here recently.
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Moreover. 110 cattle-heads and 1557 poultry birds
have also died due to inundation in Faridpur and Bera
thanas respectively.

A total of Taka 1.35,000 has so far been distributed
throughout Pabna, in cash to 2,50,640 affected persons.
The allotment. stands at nearly Tk .60 only per affected
person

Among other relief-items 80 far distributed by the gov-

errunent are 151 mts of wheat., 95 mits ol rice and 200
tins of biscuits. Less than one tin biscuit for 2,500 persons
has been allotted.

When contacted, Relief and Rehabilitation Officer of the

" district admitted that the relief so far distributed was poor

and hence, to meet the situation, urgent message has been
sent to Dhaka for sanctioning more relief money and ma-
lerials. .

According to the said emergency message, the district
administration of Pabna approached for sanctioning Tk
7.00,000 as GR money, 500 metric tons of GR wheat. Tk
10,00,000 as house-building grant and 500 metric tons of
wheat for test relief operators.

The authorities, however, stated that the above was the
preliminary need of the hour and more relief would cer-

tainly be necessary for the poor, helpless victims.
The government has not yet sanctioned any grant for

house-bullding purposes nor for conducting test reliefs —
both of which is highly necessary at this moment.

The NGOs and the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society are
yet start their operations.

Meanwhile, Jamuna river at the Nagarbarighat peint

was still flooring above danger-level till Tuesday and water-
level in the Padma was steadily rising everyday inundating
fresh areas.
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Students barricade
highway in
- Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 19:
Several hundred students
staged a demonstiration at
Palashbari on Wednesday bar-
ricading the Rangpur-Bogra-
Gaibandha highway demand- -
ing restoration of ective

lype questions bank in the
forthcoming SSC examination
in 1996. Agitated stuidents
damaged window panes of six
buses. Protesting the student

action bus drivers stopped

plying vehicles for four hours

detaining hundreds of -vehi-

cles on the roads. The

movement of buses however

will resumeé at 3 pm.

3 invigilators
~insulted while
trying: to detain
HSC examinees

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. July 19:
Three invigilators were "in-
-sulited by some examinees

ing second paper of English
HSC examination at
Mahtabuddin Degree College
examination centre 'in
Jhenidah district recently, it
was alleged. T
According to reports,
Khondakar Hafiz Farooque,
Golam Mustafa and Sana
“Nitvananda, three invigilators
were on duly. While they
iried to detain, some of the
examinees for copying they
allegedly humiliated the
teachers. The matter was in-
formed to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Jhenidah im-
mediately and he assured to
lake necessary sieps against
the examinees involved in
humiiliating the invigilators.
Further, a group of young
boys tried to attack one of
the lecturers, Khondakar
Hafiz Farooque at his resi-
dence at Kalabagan in the
towit it the evening the same
day ol the incident., sources
sy
it is further alleged that
free style’ copying was

the examination of
Mahtabuddin Degree College
HSC centre.

Cattle disease
- claims 50
in.Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

started just after starting olg

MOULYI BAZAR, July 19:
Jack-fruit, a favolirite fruit
was grown in plenty but is
very costly this year, at least
in Moulvibazar. A
~ The ‘prices of different
varieties of jack fruits avail-
-ablg;in the local markets are
much higher in comparison
with those available last year.

Production of jack fruit in
Moulvibazar district ‘was

I hampered due to a prolonged

drought early this year. Most -

of the buds of the fruit dried |

up as an unusual delay in the
rain fall followed by

still persisting in the district.

Normally harvesting of = [ 3%
jack fruit begins from last | ™%

week of April and continues
till July. However, April to

harvesting season. But due to
absence of rainfall in early

wliile protesting copying dur- | part of this year, jack fruit

buds dried up in almost all
the areas of Moulvibazar dis-
trict. ]

This is the high time of
jack ‘fruit. The whole sale

der Kulaura thana and
Srimongal town have already
become crowded by buyers
from different places of the
surrounding districts but
supply of the fruit in the
markets is. comparatively
poor. so prices too have in-
creased. Different qualities of
jack-fruit are now selling be-
tween Taka 2,200 to Taka
6,500 per 100 according to
grade in one of the main
whole sale markets at

thana. _
There are no accurate fig-
ures of cultivable land and

Moulvibazar district, which is
one of the main jackfruit
producing areas of the coun-
lry. According to a Subject
Mattier Specialist ([(SMS),
working at the office of dis-
trict Agriculture Extension
Department, jack fruit plants
are scatteredly cultivated by

| the local people especially at

the hilly areas of the district.
Jack fruit plants grow abun-
dantly without any attention
and care. So the exact statis-

’ tics on jack fruit production

is not available.
Answering lo a question,
the SMS added that. the

KUSHTIA, July 19 Cattle
tiseases that broke out in an
epidemic from have so far
clanmed 50 animals in six
ithanas of the district, farm-
ers said. :

The worst alfected union
iare Jagoti, Talbaria, Mirpur
where al least 1000 cattle
are suffering from the dis-
eaASe,

chief guest

The disease, known as
khura. causes infection in
jawa and hooves while an-
other disease popularly
known as ‘golafula’ crippled
Lhe animals.

Farmers alleged that due
o wrong treatment by un-
gualified veterinary doctors,
compounders and field assis-
lants of Kushtia Livestock
Department many cattle died
in these unions,

The farmers also alleged
that local livestock depart-
ment did not take measures
o inoculate the cattle since
the outbreak of the diseases.

District Livestock Officer
told this correspondent that
caltle vaccinated earlier have
ilso been attacked with the
liseases.

The MED vaccines manu-
lactured by Livestock Rese-
arch Institute in Mohakhali
and imported Jrom France
have failed (o prevent the
cattle disease.

He said that the germs of
the disease are being carried
by the Indian cattlehead
smuggled into Bangladesh.
He opines that by conducting
research on the MED vac-
cines, Bangladesh has failed
1o find out the clue to the
disease

Tuntuni murder
Four accused

arrested

COX'S BAZAR. July 19:
Police arrested four accused
of the Tuntuni murder-case
from Vijoy Sardar area in

Gorokghata wunion of
Maheskhali thana on Monday,
reports UNB.

Later on, the arresied
people were sent to the ;
However. the details of
identities were not immedi-
ately available.

Tunku Bala alias Tuntuni,
15, allegedly committed sui-
cide at her residence at vil-

lage Vijoy Sardar of
r in Moheskhali on
last Friday. The OC

Maheskhali filed a case In
connection with the incident.

One Bashiram Dey of the
same village, confined
| Tuntuni in his house to marry
her. said SP Cox's Bazar M A
Hannan adding that Tuntuni
committed suicide by taking
IM*WM-’
rescue.

Agriculture Extension
Department has no scheme

rise in
the temperature  which is '

July is considered as proper

markets at Brahmanbazar un- -

Brahmanbazar under Kulaura

production of jack fruit in

Costly jackfruits find

few customers

From Rajat K Goswami

to patronise the jack- fruit
cultivation, though such
scheme will be helpful not
only for the interested grow-
ers but also for economy of
the district.

He, however gave an ap-
proximate data of jack fruit
cultivation in the district.
According to him., in
Moulvibazar district alone,
over five crore jack fruits are
produced on 4,500 acres of

MOULVIBAZAR: A fruit vendor displays his jack-fruits
‘at a wayside market of the town.

land under six thans of the
district. Most of the jack
fruits are being produced in
the hilly areas of Kulaura,
Baralekha. Srimongal,
Kamalgonj and sadar thanas.

Jack fruit plants in all the
six thanas of the district are
on verge of extinction due to
large scale cutting as well.
Besides this, jack fruit plants
in plain land have been dam-
aged every year by inundation
of flood water as stagnant wa-
ter is harmful for jack fruit
trees.

Many poverty stricken

.sent trend of felling of jack -

»

people who own jack fruit
plants are compelled to sell
their plants to.a section of
traders. The jmﬁt fruit plants
are being used as fire-wood,
for making furniture and for
house building materials.
Due to indiscriminate
felling of jack fruit plants an
acute crisis of jack fruit have
been prevailing every-where.
It is learnt that if the pre-

v
I
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fruit plants continues, ne
fruit will be available in the
district in the near future.

On the other hand, jack:
fruit cultivation is not prof-
itable now-a-days due to lack .
of proper marketing system
as well as absence of facilities
like cold-storage, transporta- .
tion etc.

Every season huge quanti-
ties of jack fruits remain un-j
sold and damaged, Besides. |
huge quantities of hilly larid
including khas, which are®
suitable for jack fruit planta-
tion remained follow,

-
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PABNA: Flood affected people in the worst hit Bera thana of the distric
vehicle carrying the Deputy Commissioner and some journalists while they were visiting
the areas. Most of the people believed that the vehicle was carrying relief for them.
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