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Has the Answer

Emlster for Science and Technol-

Pmi M A Mannan has made it clear in
tna ural speech at a three-day SAARC
the city that he favours roductiun

ol' s. His mntentiun is that the country
can generate biogas equivalent to 1.5 million
‘tons of gasoline — a quantity almost equal to

the annual production of Eastern Refinery. The
other striking feature highlighted by the state
minister is the disposal ﬂf nearly 1, tons of

g e which remains a constant headache for
haka City Corporation. According to the
minister. can produce 75,000 cubic metres of
biogas and 700 tons of organic fertilizer
through processing at the biogas plants.

The state minister has basically taken into
account the dung available in the country — 80

r cent of the total vield by 22 million cattle-

ad, to be precise. Cow-dung is not a waste
anyway. It has a wide application —ranging
from household use to a high degree of efficacy
as an organic manure. Why the minister is so
reliant on dung as an ingredient of biogas? If
the dung is put to use for production of biogas,
its effectiveness as fertilizer is sure to get re-
duced. We would rather do better it we Lﬁnught
of using human waste to generate biogas. Hun-
dreds of tons of human excreta are left in the
open, creating serious health hazards all
around us. If we can collect the waste, it will
not only help us produce biogas of an enormous
quantity but also enable us to solve the crucial

lem of human waste disposal. In a country
of high-density population, this seems to be a
natural choice Fr addressing both the prob-
lems of energy and waste disposal by a single
stroke.

As for garbage disposal in Dhaka and other
cities, biogas nts are likely to be the right
answer as well. Wherever people live, they are
sure to throw away a whiole lot of substances —
a substantial portion of which is organic. So the
total amount of garbage the country produces
must be of a huge order. If 70 to 80 per cent of
that can be processed through biogas plants,
our need for both energy and fertilizer will
have been perhaps more than met. The ques-
tion remains, however, as to whether the exist-
ing technology is enough and we can develop a
method for collection of the garbage. So far
China and India have made satisfactory
Bmgrﬂss in developing biogas technology. A
~ biogas plant was opened in Faridpur in our
© coun That plant is using human waste. With
furthf:r develurment of the technology, we ma

s be able to set up biogas plants that
cater or an entire village.

To do this all. we need a suitable energy
policy in the first place.

A Happy De

It was most fascinatmg to hear the Prime
Minister say for once that all's not well in her
socio-economic idyll at least in one case.
ning a three-day international seminar on
i ty Assurance in Higher Education” in the

city en Tuesday she owned that adesh had
| “some - prﬂblem in that area. The overall
. Progress of a nation depended on its standard

of education, she said implying we were none-
too-happily-placed in the matter and should,
therefore, strive for a quick turn-around in the
situation.

It is understandable that in the presence of
educational leaders from neighbouring coun-
tries she could not deliberate on that gross and

beast of violence stomping all over our
ens of Academe and eating up the best
of our intellectual potential and fouling up
the educational atmosphere beyond any easy
repair or recovery. Nor is this, as we
“understand, strictly on the agenda of the
- seminar which is devoted to a broad exchange
of ions between the chairpe
UGCs of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka on the one hand and between them and
the of Canada-based Commonwealth of
Learning (COL) on the other. Campus violence
of our unbridled type is for us to solve so that
we have an almost lonely furrow to plough
there. Even so, how other university authorities
are dealing with matters of campus discipline
-can be of some interest to us.

The PhD fellowship programmes under the
auspmes of the UGC have enriched our faculties
but while research in specific instances has
been promoted under the doctoral pro-
grammes we are lacking in broader and open-
ended research facilities in our coun for

er to plumb new depths of knowl-
&plc&nezg unhrersi education as a sub-sector
has 15 cent of the budgetary allocation for
the ucation sector as whole, higher
education is evidently ill-placed to accommo-
date any vigorous research. Something about
this must be done, and soon.

For Peace in Karachi

Let us hope this is not the beginning of the
end. A thuusand gunmen opened fire on a
Karachi police station on Tuesday. There is lit-
tle consolation in that th? mthdrew after
showering shots for a spell. For, in other stray
incidents, on the same day, two police officers
were killed. And very ve mtally More things
are at stake in Karachi were even perhaps
in Beirut. A Karachi bu and blee tlzrr
too long can set off a chain-reaction of
di.laﬂbcﬂon shaking the roots of Pakistan and
F! beyond the powers of the talk of
slamic hond to take effect. That myth had

fatally mauled in 1971 and now it is not
m being invoked as Muslims slay Muslims on
the roads and lanes of Karachi.

We are not ignorant of the predicamﬂnt of
the Muhajirs — refugees who even in more
than four decades' time could not be integrated
into the ethnic and cultural milieu of the

bhumiputra who speak Sindhi or Punjabi unlike
the Urdu-speaking Muhajirs. The blame be-

w than one quarter and a plurality
Now time has come to stop ﬁrst the

and attitudes that deliberately con-
to the tuation of the build-up of
itlﬂ'e shot with mutual hatred. The

'mnt must not anymore try tn use the
J)awn in any power . On the
they must start s mil-
m parties fail to bring peace to
m will be enmeshed in a

%Mw want to see Karachi hale and

t well
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CROSS a broad spec-
A trum ol the Pakistani
sse's, limran Khan is consi-
dered a hero. His Handsome
looks, his deeds for the
vountry in the cricket fieid,
his iron sell-discipline in
maintaining his athletic
physique well into middle
age. his single-minded
struggle to establish a world
class cancer cure hospital in
Pakistan. elic have all com-
bined to make him an all-
Pakistani Superstar. Who can
ever jforget the sight of Imran
Khan cluiching the 1992
Cricket World Cup, a fairy
tale feat of nigh impossible
permutations and combina-
tions?

The world loves an un-
derdog and we came back
from a near hopeless position
te achieve the ultimate prize.
Pakistanis will cherish this as
one of our proudest moments
and who better could be rep-
resentative of the country on
the media images flashing
across Lhe world than the
proud visage of our genuine
home-grown real life hero.

The victory was a com-
bined team effort but Imran

Khan forgot to mention Javed _

Mianded, Wasim Akram,
Inzammam. Rameez Raja,
Mushtaq, etc, in his victory
speech in supercession to his
own dreams and ambitions of
the Cancer Hospital.

How many times have we
seen damsels going into dis-
tress over our cricket captain
pounding in to send red
thunderbolts hurtling to-
wards quivering opposing
batsinen? The combination of
the Imran Khan physigque and
the "suggestive” gesture in
the rubbing of the ericket
balli on his white flannels to
maintain the shine was too
much for our clergy to pass
unnoticed. Happily for the
being of Pakistan's
cricket. the uproar was only a
storm in a teacup and Imran
kept
leading his team to victery.

There can be. no #oubt
that lmran was also the in-
spiration for our current
greal fast bowling pair,
Wasim Akram and Wagar
Younis. His imperious atti-
tude may have damaged the
careers of some indepen-
dent-minded young crick-
eters over the years but in
Imran's defence one must say
that the strict team disci-
pline he enlorced. presently

intelligentsia and ma-

taking wickets and

The Born-again Muslim

When Imran started to write articles in the newspapers all hell broke loose. To detractors
Mdmwmmmth_nMMHbMﬂ
alternate force in politics.

sadly lacking. made a major
contribution 1o our success.
A bevy of women of the
Emma Sergeant and Zeenat
Aman-kind seemed to sur-
round Imran wherever he
went, film stars. models ete
but they were all American,
British, Indian. etc. gossip
never assoclated lmran with
any Pakistani female. Imran
-has always carried himself

with dignity, the cheap the-
Iﬂ'l:lﬂﬂthﬂ'l would have
been put to avoid public
approbation. Pakistanis re-
mained proud of Imran's
manly conquests — forgiving
his playboy image as one
would a favourite errant
Prince and Prince indeed he

certainly can claim to be, by
dint of achievement and

merit, buoyed by his good
looks

lmran's dream about a
Cancer Hospital named after
his late mother {(who was af-
flicted with the disease) was
a natural progression after
his retirement from cricket.
A passing hiccup was the
post-World Cup disagreement
about division of cash gifts
etc with Imran maintaining
that the entire team had
agreed that all collective gifis
would go to the SKMT, not so
said some of the team’'s se-
nior players, who wanted to
divide the spoils. The cam-
paign for collecting money
for the Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Trust [SKMT)
Cancer Hospital was bril-
liantly organised. the initial
response emanating from the
school childrén level
throughout the country.
Instead of promises only, we
saw reality in the ferm of the
hospital taking shape before
our eyes, the fulfillment of a
single-minded dream.
Cheering crowds welcomed
him im every town and city
with open arms and liberal
cheque books, the spare
change kept coming in. The
adulation of the masses in any
country is always something
lo see, in Pakistan the well of
emotion was too deep to ig-
nore as a passing fancy for
any old circus. In a country

where our heroes, mainly po-
litical figures. were increas-
ingly seen to be having feet of
clay. Imran Khan stood proud
and tall. the crowds loved it
and kept up a tremendous
drumbeat of approval.

This overwhelming hero-
worship translating into po-
litical support may have sur-
prised both the major politi-
cal parties but they were
quick te recognize political
potential ang. searchin
probes were made thﬂ:rugg
intermediaries about his po-
litical Preferences and avail-
ability. Pasban was in the
forefront in conducting his
appearances for collection of
donations for SKMT. building

up support for Imrans possi-

adopted that of the West, his
views on dress appreciation
were deeply satisfying teo
Pakistanis very keen to go
back to one's roots and shun
the pervasive decadent cul-
ture of the West. lmran's
fulminations about corruption
and hypocrisy in politics ran
like sweet nectar down the
throat of most Pakistanis fed
up with the corrupt. nepo-
tism-oriented politics In
vogue in Pakistan today.

For almost anything that
concerned Pakistanis on a
day-to-day basis. Imran had
something to say (except
perhaps about Kashmir). For
a short period of
must have been the most
well-read columnist in

AS | SEE IT
Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

ble future political career
without Imran really partici-
pating, even seeming to be-
ing oblivious of the full impli-
cations. A well researched
book, a couple of focussed
documentaries a biography
etc all helped to deepen the
political image build-up pro-
CESS.

When Imran started to
write articles in the newspa-
pers all hell broke loose. To
detractors jealous of his rap-
port with the masses, he was
viewed as a potential threat,
likely to become an alternate
force in politics. Those who
have read through Imran
Khan's articles in some
depth will hardly find fault
with his views as a large por-
tion of Pakistan's populace
subscribe to the same. It may
not be "Mein Kampf" but it
serves as a basic document
for a political launch-olf be-
cause substantive issues deal-
ing with individuals and soci-
ely have been addressed.
Imran has taken on the
"Brown Sahibs" who had for-
gotten their own culture and

Pakistan, given than his arti-
cles were appearing in many
newspapers. But there were
discordant notes, the conser-
vative demeanour of his arti-
cles went against the grain of
the westernised image he
once festered. Having discov-
ered [slam he seemed to be-
come one of its most fervent

propagators.
Given his playboy-image
track record, the true

Believers could not believe
the Born-Again Muslim
metamorphosis. A large nym-
ber of skeptics were women
who voiced their doubts at
this miraculous 180 degree
turnaround. This' negatism
was most pronounced among
those he seemed to tacitly
(and generally) target and
criticise as modern "Brown

Sahibs” and their aping of

western dress and culture.
Having been used to fake sin-
cerity, Pakistanis are des-
perate to believe in their
leaders. Imran Khan does in-
deed seem to be the long-
promised political Messiah.

Imran's crowd pulling po-

i

on the shoylders of people
like Hameed Gul. Imran

Khan, Maulana Edhi, etc.

assassination.
and esieemn of the “victim”
S0€s up.

Then Imran went and got
married to Jemima. Sir
Jammes Goldsmith's oldest
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T HERE can be na den-
yving the fact that ma-
chines will be increa-
singly used in our gov-
ernment offices in order to
enhance efliciency, reduce
repetitive work and bring

1 about greater comfort and

ease in the work atmosphere.’

There are of course some
who oppose use of machines
in the office because they are
said to reduce employment.

Such a position is not tenable

| because machines not only

contribute directly to em-
‘ployment generation, thHey
also affect productivity indi-

' rectly through efficiency in-

crease).
However, use of machines

in government -offices is be-
- set with

g number of serious
problems. Firstly, despite the

wrules, hardly an office in

Bangladesh maintains ‘a
proper and easily retrievable
inventory ol machines with
necessary details such as date
of purchase, origin, model,

| aceessories. warranty. repair

and maintenance require-
menis. - etc.: properly
recorded and updated. It is
also seldom that senior offi-
cers inspect inventory regis-

ters even il these’exist. Such

slackness obviously provides
miscreants with ample scope
to piller parts and acces-

sories or to arrange condem-

nation of the machine lnng -

before it is due.

Sevondly. maintenance is
extremely poor. There is

genvrally no one EpeclﬁcaUy_'- ;
Eﬂrumrkeﬂ for iht L&sll.'. and _ LA

daughter, Governments pro-

Use of Machines in Government Offices
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+even if ‘there is. more often

tan not, he hardly knows
anything about the machine,

let alone its maintenance. If:

he has learnt a bit of mainte-
nance, it is because he has a
knack for it. not because he
was trained for it.
Sometimes. you can even find

. out only from the memory of

some individual when a par-
titular machine was last re-
paired or subjected to a
maintenance drill. And above
all. there is the overriding
attitude of neglect to any-
thing owned by the govern-
ment. Consequently, ma-
chines in !
generally have a shorter life

than their counterparts in -

private offices. _

Thirdly, there is very little
conscious effort to train offi-
ciads in the propér use of ma-
chfhes. For example, most
senior government officers in
Bangladesh are still generally
computer illiterate, and
‘hardly five per cent of them

‘would know how to send a
fax message. In other words,

they are totally dependent on
one or two of their support
~staff for use of machines and

~ hence rendered totally help-

less on days these support
l-tﬂf_ fall to turn up at the of-

it offices

‘the dther extreme is
tuation whereby ma-

chines are easily and eften
brutalized and rendered use- -
less, sometimes beyond re-
pair, owing to their mishan-
JAling by untrained personnel.

Fourthly, government of-
fices generally oscillate be-
tween two exiremes in re-
placing machines. Either
these are too frequently re-
placed, often with ulterior
motives, or not at all,

Maki ing ( sover nmem H or A

long after the machines have
been rendered completely
useless. The second extreme
takes place because the so-
called condemnation process
is lemgthy and arbitrary.
Fifthly, in the use of cer-
tain office machines the
minimum of etiquette is lack-
ing. The telephone is a case
in point. Long and useless

" talks, too many private calls,

too much of formality and
protocol, rude behavior, etc.
by officials have Indeed
turned this wonderful ma-
chine into an unpleasant and
ineffective medium of com-
‘munication particularly for
members of the public.

b
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Either the line is perpetually
engaged or eofficials hang up

on you before even you have |

;opened your mouth.

Sixthly, in pumhasmg ma- ¢

chines for government, there
is no explicit consideration of
factors such as compatibility
and availability of spares and
repair facilities.
Consequently, anything and
everything may be purchased

nine stitches later on. v o
Finally, there is no policy
or vision for the future in the
upper echelons of the bu-
reaucracy on the use of ma-’

At a time wh:n portable
computers and mobile tele-
phones have already revolu-
tionized office practices in
many parts of the world, we
in Bangladesh are still
labouring with long outdated
machines, and are unable to

take any daring steps. We are
only te trail behind and act

" only when we are forced to,

| but not on our own volition or

so long as there is an open
bid. the machine is techni-
cally fit and its price is the
lowest. Such a simplistic ap-

proach can and does cause

serious problems. For exam-
ple, diskettes from the com-

puter of the head office can-

not be easily used in the
computer of the branch office

because of lack of compatibil-

ity between the two. No one
simply bothers to take cog-
nizance of this point.
Similarly, machines go out of
order permanently only be-

cause there are no spare

parts or repair facilities. All
these lapses ultimately. cost
government the proverbial

out of our own compulsions.

These problems are' obvi-
ously not insoluble. Record
keeping is simply a matter of
enforcing the existing rules.
A little initiative from the
head of the office can make
all the difference. Regarding
maintenance of machines,
there are three alternative
solutions to choose from.

First, maintenance services
may be procured from the
market through open tender.
Second, the machines them-
selves may be hired from the
market, with the rentier tak-

ing responsibility for repair.

‘Third, specific persons in

the organization trained for

e T S oo e

e o s—
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‘and the
-required

the purpose may be held ac-
countable for maintenance.

In every option, the su-
functien
will be

to choose from

two years. The Compu
Council should be activated
for this purpose. New re-
placement procedures based
on proper appraisal of the ex-
isting conditions for different
machines may also be laid
down in a circular.

Similarly, the present
condemnation process
should be reviewed in order
to si and rationalize the
same. A "do's and don'ts” eti-
quette code on office tele-
phone use is long overdue,
and this should be made a
part of training. The govern-
ment t for ma-
chines will have to be suitably
amended to take into explicit
consideration compatibility
and availability of spare plril,
.and repair services.

Again, the services of the
Computer Council should be
sought in this regard. Finally,

a small Secretaries'’

Committee should be imme-

diately set up to suggest an
‘gverall machine policy for the
. government in the light of

rapid developments taking

phcethrmlgimtﬂlelﬁ‘ld

Sir, It is gathered Irom
Copenhagen UN summit’ that
during the last 35 years the
world's rich countries have
given us %

1,400,000,000,000 te the

poor countries, But yet the
global poverty has spread un-
expectedly and the be-
tween the haves and the
have-nots. North and South,
is growing beyond propor-

Then what's wrong? -

US $ 1.4 trillion may
~sound like a lot of meney, but
it is a tiny fraction of what

conflicts against lmmanny
and mankind.

A recent at_udy
Bangladesh found that three-

country has received since
independence, went back to

donors to pay for experts,
‘consultants and equipment.

pictmwiﬂhewmnn
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Dr.  Muhammad Yunus,

Bangladesh rightly said “large
' pumber of people are sup-

‘the world spent during the
‘same period on weapons -
{ used in 'immoral’ wars and

in

fourths of foreign aid the-

1

We, thus, believe the similar

chhhﬁnnfﬁrmﬂmnfl

poscd tu henefit But most
‘often, it is the people who
_prepare and implement the
‘Aid Projects’ who benefit".

. It is a fact that the aid
'money from the donor coun-
tries is peanuts compared to
Ithe losses the developing na-
tions suffer due to interna-
‘tional trade restrictions, de-
‘pressed commodity prices
for their exports, debt re-

payment and capital flight
‘which are practically unfair,

unethical and inhuman fac-
tors helping nurture sustain-
ahle poverty among the poor
nations.

In a word, major portion
of the aid fund is misused
. and dissipated in various un-
necessary and unfair steps in

the pipelines from donors to
the recipients. Moreover, in
many cases, distribution of
the insignificant - remaining
‘amount also involves many
malpractices. Thus all these
doubtful and artificial at-
tempts, without real human
'and moral approach, appear
to be just fun with the
pm'my and other crucial so-

¢ial problems. So any such
att s could never achieve
sign nt success. Today
many people term these
types of aids from rich coun-

e

tries to poor nations as a

kind of exploitation and im-

' | 1ppr D.EI'I..'

" essence of morality

Now many people have
started realising thal the
and hu-
manity has to be accrued to

any type of aids and activities -

aiming at solving most of the
crucial social problems of the
contemporary world like
poverty, exploitation, AIDS,
violation of human rights, en-
vironment pollution, oppres-
sion on woman, terrorism,
drug abuses, smoking, etc.
With a view to initiatipg a
unified package-deal and in-
tegrated attempt to solve the
abovementioned social prob-
lems throughout the world.
an educationist, Dr. Abu
Obaidul Huque, Professor and
Director of Bangladesh
Institute for Advancement of
Science and Technology
Teaching (IASTT) sent a
proposal to the United

. Nations entitled "A Proposal

to the United Nations on
Moral Development Approach
: A New World Order for
Peace". Through press media
it is observed that this pro-
posal to the UN on moral de-
velopmeént programme |s
gaining y. We are in
full agreement with the ar-
gument of Dr. Huque that
morality is the key to curb
today's pervading problems
mentioned above. We appeal
to the UN and its member

states o take up this timely

benevolent universal moral
development programme Lo
ensure durable peace, pros-
perity, discipline and justice
in al the societies on the
globe.

It is hcll:vcd that the
mystery of failure of UN en-
deavour in many cases is lack
of its moral and human ap-
proach. We further hope that
the United Nations will ar-
range a summit on this moral
issue in near future.

Sayeeda Akhter Swaltee
President, Dhaka University
Moral Revival Forum :

An undiplomatic

Sir. A diplomat is he who
has got complete control
over his emotions which he
does not exhibit even under
the gravest provocation. An
outsider does not have any
access to his feelings —
others believe in what he says
for he does not lie except for
the sake of his country. If he
lies for himself he is not a
diplomai, he could be some
other — crat. That reminds
me of a few riddles. To guote
one — what is the difference
between a diplomat and a

woman? Answer: A diplomat
s he who says yes Lo every-

thing. if he says no he is no
diplomat, whereas a woman
is she who says no to every~
thing. if she says yes she is
Mo WOITlan.

The other day | was
shocked to see a CD (career
diplomat) ori Zee TV. pro-
gramme (few days after the
last SAARC meet at New
Delhi) lashing out at
Bangladesh. He said
Bangladesh was helped by his
country during its War of In-
dependence and now
Bangladesh is out to show its
anti-Indian prance. He,
thereafter, mentioned that in
his country there is a saying
that when you send some one
a basketful of mangoes as a
fift, do send along with it a
basketful of boulders to en-
able him to hit back. Since hg
mentioned anti-Indian feel-

" ings — he could have speci-

fled a little more; urlhmlld

dignitary as he was. more sp
because he was a diplomat
and that too a CD. Had it
come from a politician It
would not have been that

cﬂnnpir:uuul Buﬂ.r mlt-l. I

would rather say honey
eoated, should be the tongue
of a diplomat. There are
many fora through which he
could give vent to his feelings
in a dignified ahd diplomatic
way — for he is an hongurable
man.

Although St James' Palace
Diplomacy is no longer in
vogue these days, it has its
charm which continues to
cast its spell. One could be
overcome with kindness.
Grace has no parallel even
today. Shakespeare's Taming
of the Shrew is still an out-
standing example of diplo-
macy — to kill one in one's
owmn humour,

Abu M Faiz
Dhaka- 1205

Buying and selling

Sir, Having read some of
the reviews/commentaries
on Moudud's book. it appears
the formidable gentleman is

guite adept in nmhnndﬂ
— he can sell himseif;

later, busy himself back;
more than once.

Some political party might
be looking for a bargain im-
port. it Is time for some po-

btical trafficking. .
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