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In search of a
way out

In teday's instalment of
The Daily Star series on
current political deadlock,
former Adviser of Foreign
Affairs Fakhruddin Ahmed
puts forward a new formula.
suggests a two-phase
caretaker government which
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Settlement of absentee MPs issue

Lawyers differ on authority
of Speaker, Supreme Court

The Supreme Court was
not competent to decide the
matter relating to the ab-
sence ol the Opposition MPs
unless the normal parliamen-
tary process had been ex-
hausted, argued Barrister
Syed Ishiiag Ahmed at the
ﬂppcllal‘.e Division hearing on
the first-ever Presidential
reference yesterday.

Justice T H Khan, Presi-
dent of the SC Bar Associa-
tion and the other amicus
curie who made his submi-
ssion on the day. however,

By Statt Correspondent

argued that the SC was the
appropriate authority to
provide an”advisory opinion”
on the matter,

‘Unless the [parliame-
niary) process is exhausted
the Supreme Court is not
competenl tu decide this
matter which is the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Speaker
and the Parliament,” said
Barrister Ishiiagq Ahmed,

_ "By asking the court to an-
<wer this question, the court
is required Lo encroach on
the field of a coordinate or-

gaun that is Parliament, which
has the primary exclusive
jurisdiction’ over the matter.
Barrister Ishtiaq added.

Justice Khan, continuing
his submission, which he had
started Monday. noted that
the framers of the Consti-
tution never contemplated
the en masse absence of MPs.
"Since the framers of the
Constitution could not dream
of such a large scale absten-
tion. it is (antamount to
subversion of the Consti-
tutionn.’

Referring to the "demo-
cratic process” mentioned in
the Preamble of the Cons-
titution and the "will of the
people” noted in Article 7, he
argued: "Bulk of the
democratic process and the
will of the people is realised
through the proper function-
ing of the Parliament or the
legislative part”.

t  this point. Justice
Mostala Kamal enquired if
the Opposition tried to sub-
yvert the Constitution, was it

See page 12 Col 4
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" Prime Minister Begum
Zia yesterday ‘la-
mented that guality of educa-
tion remainéd a problem for
the country and called for
improving Lhe standard eof
education for national devel-
opment. reporis UNB.

“The overall progress of a
nation depends on its stan-
dard ol education.” she said
at an international seminar
on "Quality Assurance in
Higher Education” at the In-
ternational Conference Cen-
tre in Dhaka.

The
jointly organised by the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) and Canada-based
Commonwealth of Learning
(COL). is being participated
by educationists from home
and abroad. They include

Lthree-day seminar, |

1416 HIJRI

Standard of edn
worries PM

chairpersons of the UGCs of
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
as well as experts from Lhe
COL.

Opening the conferéence,
the prime minister said uni-
versal primary education and
higher quality in education
are among the many prob-
lems [acing the country's ed-
ucation sector.

Referring to the highest
allocation for the education
secior and various educa-
tional programmes of her
government, the prime min-
ister said these have yielded
positive results as literacy
grew by 10 per cent in last
four years and the rate now
stood at 37 per cent.

Enrollment of hoyvs and
girls of 6-10 age-range have

See page 12 Col 1

send in their own suggestions

to solve the crisis.
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Mia Abbas Uddin, a lormer

independent MP
from Bagerhat-4 yesterday
joined the BNP expressing
his confidence in the ideals
and principles of the party
Mia Abbas Uddin received
the seceipt of MeTn-
bership of the BNP from the
party secreiary general Bar-
rister Abdus Salam Talukder
and joined the BNP al a sim-
ple ceremeny held at the
eentral office of the BNP in
;my yesterday. reports

Yeltsin feels
better

MOSCOW , July 18: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin said
today he had a heart attack
on July 10 but now felt bet-
ter. "Something unpleasant
happened to me on the 10th,
in general a heart attack as a
result of ischaemia.” Yeltsin
toldd Russia's channel one
television in an interview ob-

_Transport strike
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 18
The road copununication be
tween Dhaka and Narayangarny
was disrupted today as a sec-
tion of lransport workers
enforced an indefinite strike

1000 gunmen attack police

station in Karachi

KARACHI. July 18: UF to
| 000 gunmen opened I[ire
on  a police station . in

| I"akistan's port city of Karachi

overnight and (led after po

lice fired back from the
bhullding's rooftop. police said
ioday. reports Reuter.

The gunmen attacked the
Mominabad police station fir-
ing hundreds of rounds. but
there were no casualties, a
police spokesman said

Some 500 1o 1,000 peo-
ple attacked and fired gun-
shots at the Mominabad po-
lice station at midnight.” a
police spokesman said. “The
attacks fired at the police
station for 20 minutes.

The gunmen retreated
after poliee used light ma-
chipe guns o repulse the at
tuck. the spokesman said.
The cause of the attack was
not given and the gunmen
were ol identified.

people, including
two pgu'r officials, were

killed in separate incidents

in the violence-plagued city
overnight, police said.

Unidentified gunmen kid-
napped retired police offieial
Raja Mohammad Isha from a

bus and tortured him to
death, they said. His body was
found in a car in the volatile
Gulbahar area

Assistant sub-inspector
Abdul Razzak, 45, was shot
dead In Gulbahar. He was
kidnapped. blindfolded and
his hands and feet were tied
betore he was shot. a police
official said. His body was
wrapped in a sack and
dumped

" "Anyone who confronts us
will meet the same fate,” said
an unidentified hand-written
note found in the sack.

The latest killings raised
the death toll to 175 this
month and more than 1,100
this year. compared to some
800 in 1994,

As violence continued in
the port city of 12 million
people. the government and
Lhe opposttion Mohajir Quami
Movement (MQM) planned to
continue peace talks in
Islamabad on Thursday.

In a joint statement issued
after Monday's talks in
Karachi, both sides con-
demned terrorism and
pledged to cooperate in a bid
for peace.

The government has is-

sued 21 conditions in reply
to 18 presented by the op-
position MQM.

The MQM has threatened
to demand a separale
province for Karachi if the
talks fail. It wants greater
rights for the Urdu-speaking
Mohajirs, who migrated from
India at partition in 1947.

The government says the
MQM must renounce vio-
lence before its complaints
about discrimination against
Mohajirs in politics, jobs and
education can be Lackled.

AP adds: Despite efforts to
negotiate an end to ethnically
motivated attacks in
Pakistan's largest city, six
people died Tuesday. includ-
ing three family members
apparently targeted by rival
ethnic militants.

elected |

Brawl in Tauvan S parlmment

TAIPE]., July 18: Legisla-
tors in Taiwan's Parliament

jumped on to Lhe Speaker's
desk and punched and
shoved each other in a brawl
gver a law to pave the way for
the island's first presidential

elections. a spokesman said
today. reports Reuter.

Opposition New Party leg-

islator Ju Gau-Jeng, known as

“Taiwan's Rambo® for his
fights im Parliament. rushed
to the Speakers podium
lecaped oen top eof the

‘s desk and then
dived from the desk on to a
crowd of ruling Nationalist
Party legislators.

State television showed
scveral Nationalist ators
landing punches on Ju's face,
knocking his spectacies off
and sending him relling
backwards in the brawl late
on Monday night. other law-
makers aiso pushed and
shoved each other.

Four New Party legislators

,are injured. New Party Whip

Lee Ching Hwa told Reuters

by telephone.
We will fight this until the

Legisiators objecied 1o
Article 23 of what is to be
Taiwan's first Bill on presi-

Ser page 12 Col8

Taiwan opposition Democratic Progressive Party MP

Huang ( ha

-Hul 18 being carried to hospital after he

was serously hit on the head by his ruling Kuomintang
colleague during an argument in parliament yesterday

in Taiwan

— AFP photo

Hasina off
to US

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina left Dhaka for
the United States last night.

She had cancelled her
July 14 flight to visit the
flood-affected areas.

During her stay Hasina
will attend some pro-
grammes of the AL branches
there. She will also meet her
son and daughter.

Party leaders Abdul
Mannan, Zillur Rahman, Amir
Hossain Amu, Abdur Razzak.
Tolael Ahmed. Suranjit
Sengupla. Abdul Jalil, Matia
Choudhury. city mayor Moha-
mmad Hanif and leaders of
the party's front organisa-
tions saw Hasina oflf at the
airport. She is likely to re-
turn in the first week of
Avygiust.

During the period senior
presidium member of the
party. Syeda Zohra Tajuddin
will be the acting chief.

Earlier yesterday. Hasina
visited Lthe flood-hit Kamran-
girchar ot Lalbagh thana and
distributed relief among the
affecied people

Addressing several gather-

See page 12 Col 7

FM leaves for UK
tonight to attend

confce on Bosnia

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostallzur Rahman leaves
Dhaka for London tonight to
attend a special conference
on Lhe sitwvation in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. reports UNB

Britain will host the con-
lerence in London on Friday,

Mostaliz will be accompa-
nied by Chief of Army Staff
Abu Saleh Muhammad Nasim
and Director General (UN) at
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Alimul Haque.

British Foreign Secretary
Malcom Rifkind has invited
the Foreign Ministers and
chiets of Army Staff of troops
contributing nations, contact
groups countries and per-
manent member countries of
the Security Council to the
EMErgency session.

The conference, consid-
ered as very vital in the
backdrop of the present
volatile situation in the
Balkan. is expected to work
out a strategy to deter the
conunuous Serb aggression
o protect territorial integrity
ol Bosnia-Herzegovina and
save mnoernt human lives
there.

A conference of the OIC

See pagr 12 Col8

Flood situation static
in many districts

By Staff Correspondent

The overall tlood situation
in Dhaka, Narayanganj, Far-
idpur, Madaripur, Shariatpur,
Kishoreganj. Narshingdi, Mu-
nshiganj and Chandpur distr-
icts remained almost uncha-
nged for the second day
vesterday. '

The situation in Jamalpur,
Mymensingh and in the
northern distriets further
improved but water level of
the Ganges continued to rise
at upstream points, accord-
ing to the flood information
centre here.

Meanwhile 1the official
death toll in flood-related in-
cidents rose to 74 yesterday
with three more deaths re-
ported from Sherpur town.

Although the rivers
Buriganga and Turag marked
further fall vesterday, 'flood
levels in Lthe low-lying areas
of Lthe city remained almost
um‘hanqu.
The Buri
bv 4 cm but was flowing 2 cm
above the danger mark. The

Some 75 thousand cubic
metres biogas and 700 tons
of organic fertiliser will be
obtained if about 1,000 tons
of garbage, being disposed of
by the Dhaka City Corporation
everyday, is. processed
through biogas plants, re-
ports UNB.

This was stated by State
Minister for Science and
Technology Prof M A Mannan
yesterday while opening a
three-day SAARC seminar on
"Waste Recycling Based on
Biogas Technology.”

Prof Mannan said biogas
equivalent to 1.5 million tons
of oil will be generated annu-
ally if 80 per cent dung of the
country's 22 million cattle-
head is processed through
biogas plants.

"Fertiliser, which would
be produced through biogas
plants, is expected to in-
crease production of food-
grains by over 4 million tons
annually,” he added.

A biogas plant must be set
up with any dairy or poultry
farm established with loans
from the nationalised com-

City garbage a huge

source of biogas

Turag marked fall by 4 cm at
Mirpur and a slight fall at
Tongi but was flowing 39 and
1 ¢cm above danger levels at
the two points.

The Dhaka City Cérpora-
tion (DCC) yesterday supplied
water purifying tablets, oral
saline and san toilets in
35 fMlood shelters in the city's
flood-hit areas where there
is scarcity of safe drinking
wilter. Twenty-three medical
teams were active in these
centres, the DCC said. Mayor
Mohammad Hanif visited
flood affected areas in Kada-
mtala, Basabo, Hirajhil and
Rajarbagh and distributed
reliel materials.

The WASA in a statement
yesterday urged the city
twellers to drink water after
boiling as it feared some of
its pump houses and water
pipes might have gone under
water causing - pulluu-nn

o fell further..«Some of the-pumps might be ¢
clused lemporarily to avoid.

See page 12 Col 7

mercial banks, he said. Bang-
ladesh Bank and Bangladesh
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (BCSIR)
have signed an agreement
this year to this eflect.

Prof Mannan said 115
crore maunds of fuel like
straw and dung are used an-
nually for cooking purpose
causing depletion of forest
resources. "We have only 9
per cent forest against mini-
mum requirement of 25 per
cent to maintain ecological

Biogas will help in reliev-
ing energy crisis, meeting
the demand of organic fer-
tiliser and controlling envi-
ronmental pollution, he said.

The state minister said
development of science and
technology is now synony-
mous with economic devel-
opment of a country and
upliftment of science and ap-
propriate technology is now
the only way to encounter the
challenge of the 21st century.

Referring to the govern-
ment's priority of science

See page 12 Col 8

Court told during hearing of writ
EC prevented 1.5 crore
from being registered

M Election Commission
(EC). m vullusion with Lhe
governiment, deprived some
one-aivwl a-hall crore eligible
citizens ol their right to reg-
ister Lhemselves as voters, a
lawyer yesterday told a High
Court Division bench. reports
UNB.

Advocale ABM Nurul Islam
making his submission on a
writ petidon challenging cer-
lain provisions of the voters
registration form, stated that
the EC had intentionally and
willfully prevented those eli-
gible volers from being regis-
Lered.

The writ petition was
filed by Md Aminul Gani Tito
on May 28,

He further submitted to
Lthe bench, comprising Just
ice Habibur Rahman Khan
and Justice MM Ruhul Amin,
that live years ago the
number ol registered volers
in the country was 6.20 croge
and in 1995 the EC declared
that voters number was 5.58
Crore,

Relerring (o press reports
that the EC on the plea of

shortage ol time was not go-
ing lo issue voters' identity
cards [slam said, this is be-
ing done to facilitate casting
ol lalse votes which will
hamper free and fair election.

But under Section 11 of
the Electoral Rell (Amen-
dment) Ordinance, the EC
was bound to issue identity
cards to each and every
voler. he submitted.

During the argument an
Affidavit-in-Opposition was
submitied in the court on
behalf of the EC by an
Assistant Attorney General
where it said that under
Section 10 and 11 of the
Electoral Roll (Amendment)
Ordinance there was a scope
of correction and revision ol
volers list.

Advocate Islam promptly
drew the attention of Section
7.20 and Form-4 and 7 and
submitted that aloresaid sec-
tions applied only to those
persons who were aged 18
years belween January 1.
1995 and May 25, 198§,
when the process of registra-

See page 12 Col 4
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50 injured as hill
students clash
with police

From Staff Curresponden‘

CHITTAGONG, July 18: At

least 50 people including 17
police personnel were in-

jured in pitchad battles be-

the Pahari Chhatra Parishad

today at Khagrachhari towmn:

Official sources herg

claimed that one police in-

spector and a constable were
in critical condition in hnqal-g
tal.

The trouble began a
around 1 pm when po
tried to remove road barri-
cades put up by activists of
the Pahari Chhatra Parishad
at Khagrachhari town and a
Guimara in the district. PCP
activists enforced the 8-hour
barricades from the
to press for release of their
leader Pradipon Kisa, vice

See page 12 Col 8

'Govt has refused
foreign aid for

s e i
flood victims' |
FENI. July 18: Prim

Minister Begum Khaleda 2

tlocdlay said her governum

regretied foreign assista
and is uying to tackle ‘the
flood and damages with do-
mestic resources, reports

LINB.

"Many loreign couslries
offered us assistance, but we
have regretted ... we want to
prove that we are capable of
managing calamities,” she
said.

The prime minister, who
reached here in the evening,
wis reviewing the f{lood sit-
uation. rehabilitation and de-
velopment activities of the
district at local Cireuit House.

"We don't like to bé de-
pendent on !‘urﬁgn aid for
everything,” Zia,
who termed the flooding this
time as more devastating in
places than that of 1988
which is billed the biggest

catastrophe in Bangladesh's
recent hi

The Prime Minister said &
See page 12 Col 3 |

BNP MP Mirza
Murad dead

Mirza Muraduzzaman, a
ruling party MP from Siraj-
danj. died of cancer at
Salimullah Medical College
Hospital here yesterday
morning. He was 57, reports
LNB.

He lett behind his wife,
two sons. \wo daughters and
4 host ol relatives and
lriends.

Mirza Murad started his
political career from student
lite and actively participated
in the historic language and
danti-Avub movements. He
juined the BNP in 1978.

The namaj-e-Janaza for
Mirza Muraduzzaman was
held at the south plaza of the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Speaker Sheikh Razzak
Ali. Deputy Speaker Humayun
Klian Panni and some MPs
micluding cabinet members,
altended the Janaza held at
Lio40) aln.

Earlier. wreaths were
placed on the coffin of Mura-
duzzaman on behalf of Pres-
ident Abdur Rahman Biswas
and Speaker Sheikh Razzak
Ali

President Abdur Rahman
Hiswas expressed his deep

shock and sorrow at the
demise ol Mirza Muraduz-
ZAITIATT.
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Garments worth
Tk 1 cr seized
at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 18:
Customs officials today seized
a consignment of garments
worth abeut Taka one crore
at the port jetty on charge of
false declaration.

Official sources said a
Dhaka-based enterprise, PS
Apparels Private Ltd, al-
legedly sold out 40.000 yards
of garments cloth imported
under back-to-back L/C imn
the local market and at-
tempted to evade actual ex-

| ports by making a false decla-

ratian

The enterprise gave a
declaration of export of
46,000 pieces of ready-made
shirts in three containing,
but when the customs intelli-
gence officials challenged
and checked the consign-
ment, they found shortage ol
16,000 pieces,

The Customs alleged that
40.000 yards ol cloth out ol
which 16000 pieces ol shirts
could be made were sold in
the local market.



