Yunus tells US House Commuttee

Credit is human right

The Grameen Bank now vear

operaltes 1,045 branches in

35,000 villages of Bangla-
desh,
at a discussion in Washing-
ton. reporis LINB
Prof Mohammad
was delivering the key-note

address al the discussion on
Micro-Enterprise

'Value ol
Development
guest recently.

The discussion session
was presided by Chairman
Gilman of the House Commil
tee on International Relation
of the American Congress,
according to a message re-
ceived here yesterday.

In his presentation. Yunus,
also the Managing Director ol
the Grameen Bank, said the
bank now employs aboul

as a special

said the bank's lounder

Yunus

‘Sludies also 1ell us that
nutrition level in Grameen
milies is betier than non-
Grameen lamilies. child mor-
tality is lower in Grameen
families than non-Grameen
families and adoption of fam-
ily planning practices is
highest in Grameen [amilies
than Non-Grameen families.”

In his article ol

12.000 staff. disburses 30 l? :

40 million US dollars an
collects almost a similar
amount as repayment every
month, the recovery rate be-
ing 98 per cent.

"We have already covered
over 12 million borrowers.
94 per cent ol whom is
womern. he said.

Yunus also told the House
Committee that the Grameen
Bank. which also lends credit
for house building, has so far
given 315,000 housing loans
with a periect repayment
record.

"A borrower can take a
maximum amount of 500 US
dollars for building a typical
house.”

Presenting an encouraging

picture of the fulfilment of
the bank's objective of pro-
moting the socio-economic
condition ol the rural people,
Yunus said its borrowers had
taken an amount of aboul
1.30 billion US dollars as
loans and saved about 84 mil-

lion US dollars till April this

Progress in
Govt-MQM talks

KARACHI. July 17: Pak-
istani government and ethnic
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
(MQM)] negotiators reported
progress in lalks to end vio-
lence in Karachi. where 12
more people were killed to-
day. reports Reuter.

"l feel there is an under-
slanding and during the last
Iwo sessions an environment
of mr;ﬂdcnte has. been cre-

QM chiel negotiator

tnld ﬂ'm‘ters

JMB site
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people affected by the pro-

— planned as part of the
resettlement programme —
until such a list is finalised.

The World Bank, the ma-
jor financier of the gianl
bridge project, had earlier
also expressed concern to

the government on specula-
tlnn structures on bridge

Prof Yunul =
‘"Alleviation ol Poverty is a
M-H.Ihr of Will', Yunus ob-
served that borrowers have
improved Ltheir income.
widened their asset base,
noved steadily towards
cvrossing the poverty line and
towards a lile ol dignity and
honour.

"The credit is a human
right. «redit creates entitle-
ment o resanirees. The more
creddit one v receive, the
more resources he can com-
mand, the more powerful he
is.”

Yunus, who began the pro-
ject 19 years ago, by lending
30 US dollars from his
pocket to 42 people, con-
cluded that the poverty can
be removed quickly and di-
rectly by allowing the poor
the access to credit to utilise
their own skills.

Teacher beaten to
death in Sylhet

SYLHET. July 17: A schopl

teacher who was beaten ]:y
some miscreants succumbecl
to his injuries al the .
Osmany Medical Eulk:ﬁ-

Hospilal early today.

Protesting - Lhe killing,
students ot different schools
put barricade on Sylhet-Tam-
abil rvad at about 2 pm de-
manding immediate arrest of
Lhe miscreants. The barri-
cade is yel.tg-be removed till
ﬁrﬂ u!‘th report.

ey a
procession al the Jaintapur
thana Headquarters this
morning.

The victim Abdul Kha-
leque. 27. was beaten up as
he tried to prevent a gang of
drunken miscreants who
were ransacking shops at
Sarighat Uttar Bazar Friday.

On Sunday morning, the
gang swooped on him with
iron rocds and lethal weapons

and wmjured him seriously at
Sarighat bazar.

Nestle manufacturing
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mny as 71 countries around
the world.

Although this is his first
visit to Bangladesh, he has
Jong ties with this part of the
world. He was born in South
India where his father was a
tea planter.

The purpose of his maiden
visit. to Bangladesh, he said.
is to "touch base” and review
with the management the
activities of Nestle
Bangladesh. and to discuss
future plans. "The visit was
overdue. W get a beller sense
of our investment in this

and Lo see where the

During his stay in Dhaka,
the Nestle executive called
on Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman
and Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam. The meetings provided
some "positive” signals as to
how .the government leaders
see the future of the country,
he said. ’

He pointed out that he
was particularly impressed by
two factors present in
Bangladesh: The homogene-
ity; and the orderliness in
the behaviour of the people
and the traffic in the city.
"Seems to me that a new
spirit of self-sufficiency is
growing in Bangladesh,
-whieh is a very positive sign,
Bangladesh is at a healthy
stage of economic evolution.”

The openness of the
economy is also impressive,

he added. "Bangladesh is
more advanced than India in
recognising the need for
openness. It was a brave de-
cision taken by the politi-
cians...As it might bring some

- short-tern difficulties.”
Responding to a question,
Garrett said that Nestle took

into account a number of
factors before investing in a
country, including its attitude
towards the free-market
economy. size of the domes-
lic market, availability of raw
materials, infrastructure and
transportation facilities.

'l think Bangladesh has
enough of these positive at-
tributes and that is why we
opened up a factory here." he
noted.

He also spoke very highly
of the quality of the opera-
tions in the local Nestle fac-
tory, which, he asserted, is of
international standard. He
said he was also impressed by
the well-educated and en-
thusiastic local staff at the
factory. "What | saw yesterday
(during a visit to the factory)
was first class.”

Asked which markets are
the most important for Nes-
tle in Asia, he singled out
China, India and Indonesia
because of their large domes-
tic markets. He went on to
name Pakistan and
Bangladesh as the next best
potential markets because of
their large population base
and "the confidence Nestle
has in the markets.”

Replying to another qucs-
tiom. Garrett noted that
Bangladesh is behind other
countries in the region in ag-
gressively attracting foreign
direct investment.

"l think that people have
not yet recognised how much
Bangladesh has changed in
the last few years. | am quite
sure there will be a lot more
attention paid to Bangladesh
(by foreign investors) and in-
vestments by eompanies like
Nestle will attract others.,” he
observed. "We certainly be-
lieve in Bangladesh., we are
here to stay and we want to
be good corporate citizens in
this country.”
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Khaleda visits
ﬂodd-’aﬂ'ected
Kerani a#.

Cha

KERANIGANJ. July *'!r:
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today visited, the
NNood-hit areas on the out-
skirts of the capital and dis-

tributed reliel goods, reports
agencies.
During a two-and-half
hour trip on board a mecha-
nised boat, she distributed
relief goods among the flood
victims and assured

that the government would
provide allout assistance to

as=tiage their suffering.

Iwguwm Zia visited the
Char Keranigan) Bastuhara
C oleny
Ker
Ka
thana, m several thou-
~.ind dwellings have “ in-
un v laled,

During her visit to the
Keraniganj area, Begum Zia
als saw the progress of the

construction work of the
sceond B Bridge
connecting “Jinzira  and

heranigan] with the capital
city Dhaka.

I'NO  of Keraniganj
Zulligar Ali told UNB some
22.150 families were alfected
it il 11 unions of the flood-

e Minttiy - Mir
Shawkat Ali and Amanullah
Aman, MP, accompanied the
Prinne Mi

Prime m m

also visited Chandpur district’

and distributed relief. o

City flood situation unchanged
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undertake a massive post-
Mood agricultural rehabilita-
lion programme. U also de-
cided that the government
agencies would
beds in
hectares and the rest would
be supplemented by private
and [(armers initiative sup-
ported by the m
The meeting also decided to
ttlm-lbut: these seeds free nl

cost among the farmers of
‘the flood-hit areas. .
The meeting also directed

“the roncerned authorities to

take nccessary steps for early
repair ol infrastructure facili-
ties; rducational institutions
and health complexes across
the flood affected districis
immediately after the flood

~from the existing budgetary

allocation under the head of
maintenances.

Cur Narayanganj Corre-
spoiddent reports: One more
union — Brahmandi — in.
Arathazar (thana was hit by
flood yesterday. raising the
number of affected unions to
36.

Two people drowned in a
buat capsize Sunday night at
village Hatkupa under Sonar-
gaon thana. With this, the
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it wnd ‘boycott’ in the
Cunpstitution and in the Rules
he added.

Al this slage. the court re-
questcd Barrister Ashrar to
¢laborate the concept of boy-
coll and walkout: with its
background. dictipnary mea-
ning and usage in different
law books. -

"Your submission I'aﬂ::d to
impress us. Would you please
give some delails aboul the
meaning and usage of lmy-
cott, walkout and

Justice Mostofa Kamal told
Barrister Ashrar. The gov-
ernment-appointed lawyer
then mentioned a few refer-
ences from a dictionary. -
are types of boycott — or-
dinary boycott and group boy-
cott. A boycott affect
the normal functioning of the
House, he said, adding "this
special type of absence
should not be taken within
:.;e of Article 67 (1)

Justice Mostofa Kamal
then' said an MP
after being elected
a big volume of business for
which he needed to go to
Hong Kong. Before leaving
the country he declared that
he started boycotting Parlia-
ment session, citing a trivial
reason. On return after three
lo four years, if he said that
his seat would not be vacated
since he was ting. then
what would be the situation?

Barrister Ashrar said "but
here is the case of a group
boycott.”

Chief Justice ATM Afzal
said the reference was made

"with the intention that this

tvpe of situation should not
urise again in future. He
mentioned that the word
boycott was coined from the
name of Captain Boycott of
[reland.

The court also wanted to
know what would be the
practical implication if the
Appellate Division says 'yes'
or ‘'no’ on the matter absence.

The implication iIs elec-
tions, Barrister Ashrar said.

Al this stage, Justice Rouf

them

S
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ubsence."-
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I'rime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia during her visit to the flood-affected Kamrangir Char

in the city yesterday.

. Nood-related deaths rose to

12 in the district.

The two were identified as
Lutfar Rahman Shapu ainl
Shyiunal Chandra . botli
aged 30. They hailed from
Amlapara in the Sadar thana.

The river Shitalakkhya
marked a fall by 7 cm yester-
thay bt was still flowing 6 em
above its danger level.

Crops on 29 818 acres of
land in the district were
damnaged while some 11.000
houses were . Dis-
trict fisheries department
sources said, 28 'fish beds’
were washed away by ﬂo-ul:l
waters,

The district administra-
tion vesterday allotted five
tainies ol wheat each to Lhe
Th.ana Nirbahi Officers
[T™s) concerned for distri-
bution among the flood vic-
Linhis,

lHowever, some 1.000
Mlowuk alfected people of 150
Lmnilies. who took refuge ai
Deovog Hazi Uzir Ali High
School three days back, told
this correspondent llml thiey
had received no relief.

Our Correspondent from
Cox's Bazar reports: With the
recession of tidal waters from
the Bay, the road communi-

cirlion between Cox's Bazar
and Chittagong resumed yes-
terdhay morning.

bi wvever, thousands of
people 1 the Maheshkhali
renciinel marooned as the
islannd was still under tidal

- walers.

Eleven more unions in
Pakundia and Hossainpur
thanas of Kishoreganj district
were alfected as the river Oid
Brahmaputra swelled further
causing a breach in Shahe-
bechar Embankment.

Our Madaripur Corre-
spondent reports: Flood sit-
uation in the district wors-
ened further with fresh areas
in two more thanas going un-
der water.

The flood situation in the
northern districts of
Gaibandha., Kurigram and
Sirajganj kept on Improving
and many affected people in
Lhese districts started re-
turning to their house from
the flood shelters.

Acvording to a bulletin is-
sited by the centre, the
Ganges continued to rise at
upstream points, the Brah-
maputra recorded fall at all

ints while all the rivers in

South-Eastern Hill basins
marked sharp rise yesterday.

The Chief Justice said
these would be considered
just as references for the
preceedings.

On the point of consecu-
Live 90 days Barrister Ashrar
said that the period between
prorogation and summoning
of Parliament session would
be counted in computing 90
consecutive days. The Spea-
ker would decide whether an
MP was absent for 90 days
and he (Speaker) would in-
form the House, he added.

But Justice Mostofa Kamal
quoting the relevant article,
pointed out that it is o
tory for an MP to vacate his
seat. It is not a job of the
Speaker or Parliament, he
added. He also said the Rules
of Procedure seems to be
very clear on the matter that
the secretary concerned
would bring it into the notice
of the Speaker, who would
inform the House.

The judges repeatedly said
that they were discussing the
pros and cons to get the
views of the lawyers.

When the hearing re-
sumed at 11-45 am after re-
cess, Justice Kamal asked
Barrister Ashrar whether it

- was within jurisdiction of the

Speaker to deal with the
matter, Barrister Ashrar said
mo' in reply.

Justice Kamal then said
that the Speaker had given a
ruling on the resignation of

- the MPs and asked so why

the matter of absence would
not be within the Speaker's
Jurisdiction? Barrister
Ashrar said that he got tiu
jurisdiction wrongly.

S R Pal made a very pre-
cise submission and said that
the MPs had been boycotting
sessions in demand for a

caretaker government. So
Article 67 (1) (b) would not
be applicable to them.

In a democratic process,
walkout and boycott are
forms of protest and in such
a situation, they would not be
deemed to be absent from
Parliament.

" anything is done en
masse, that should not be
taken inte account,” he

No explanation of 'boycott'

the question of leave of ab-
sence does not arise at all
and Article 67 (1) (b) is not
atiracted.

"Meither the Parliament
nor the Speaker should de-
prive an MP from his valuable
seat in such a situation,” he
said.

On the point of advisory
jurisdiction, S R Pal said if it
is a purely political question,
the court should refrain from
giving any opinion. But it is
not a purely political question
but related to political issues,
he said.

Justice T H Khan said.
"The word absent is nol un-
qualified, it is qualified by
without leave of absence.”

It is a unigue and peculiar

situation, he said, adding the |
framers of the Constitution
had never thought that such a

situation might arise.

"If they would have Lho-
ught of such a situation, they
would have incorporated a
prmrinlun in the Constitu-
tion.," he said during his in-
conclusive submission.

Justice Khan said the
framers had only thought that
an MP might need leave for
certain unavoidable reasons
and the relevant Article was
inserted to enable them to
have such leave.

"This type of absence is
not contemplated in Article
67 (1) (b)," he said, adding
"The elements and ingredi-
ents of this absence are dif-
ferent.” 3

At this point, the Chief
Justice asked if the boyecott
continued for years together.
then what would happﬁ.

Justice Khan, o
President of SC Bar Associa-

tion, said, "We would not find
any solution if we ﬁﬂ for
speculation.”
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Justice Khan is likely to

continue his deliberation to-

3 die in Sylhet
road mishaps

From Our Correspondent
SYLHET. July 17;: Three

people including a minor boy
were killed and 35 others in-

— PID photo i
| Manzur murder
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produced belfore the CMM's
court yesterday.

The CMM's courit was
temporarily shifted to Chit-
tagong airport for security
reasons. The authorities had
also thought of shifting the
CMM's court to Chittagong
Stadium but the idea was
dropped later because that
would require more security
forces as it was located in the
heart of the city, another
source said.

Meanwhile, according to
highly placed sources, the
Manzur murder case is likely
to be shifted to Dhaka soon
after being taken up in the
District and Sessions judges
court on July 24,

DSE
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ld public company to
t shares and issues relat-

ing to floating primary shares
with premium came up lor

discussion in the meeting.
It was decided that an ex-

“pert committee be : consti-

tuted.

SEC Chairman Sultanuzza-
man Khan. Secretary of the
Banking Division Dr ATM
Shamsul Huda, DSE Chair-
man Khurshid Alam and
Chairman of Chittagong Stock
Exchange Amir Khasru Chow-
dhury attended the meeting.

DCC revenue
From Page 1
Earnings on this head was
Taka 62.66 crore in 1994-95
as awitinst Taka 56.18 crore

in the preceding fiscal.

Besides, it earned a rev-
enue ol Taka 4.44 crore as
rents Irom markets, Taka
2.32 crore as wheel tax, Taka
3.35 crore as property trans-
fer tax and Taka 1.18 crore
as advertiseinent and enter-
tainmelil tax.

The DCC sources also ex-
pressed Lhe hope that earn-
ings Irom (rade licenses
would increase in the current
fisesal.

ILESDAY, JULY 18, 1995

—
The Vhidnig

sht File

Blast kills 150 in Lanka

* High oflicials of the min-
stries of agriculture. food
and disasier management
and reliel were present at
the press cornference held at
Ihe conference room of the
Press Institution of

< volley of guestions regard-
Wi allegations of misappro-
priction of relief goods and
said. “during her recent vis-
its to the food-hit districts
Prime Minister hersell issued
strong warning - about any
misuse.”

He brushed aside Awami
lLeague chief Sheikh Hasina's
allegations of misappropria-
tion of relief goods and said,
"with due respect to the op-
position leader, | must say
these (allegations] are all
false”. .
ing MPs had sought
goods for their respective
constituencies from him. the
state minister said. “this is a
question that | find difficult
lo answer but, what all | can
tell you is that they (MPs) are
always in touch with me.”

The state minister said,
after the recession of flood
water, agri-rehabilitation
would be the top-most prior-
ity of the government.

“The issue of giving loans
to peasants in the flood af-
fected districts on an easy

term, will top the in
tonight's (Monday night)
high-level meeting on flood

situation and reliefl activities.
The Prime Minister is
scheduled to chair the high-
level meeting at 7:30pm,”

COLOMBO. July 17: Government-run television said

to 150 civilians in rebel-

Ministiry has sought more
Taka 2 crore from the
Finance Ministry, he also.
said.

UNB adds: Meanwhile, an
emer meeting of the
Inter-Ministerial Disaster
Management Coordination
Committee yesterday re-
viewed the overall flood situa-

tion.
State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief

Harun-Al-Rashid
over the meeting held at the
conference room of Cabinet
Division at the Secretariat.
The meeting discussed
the relief operations, sector-
wise losses and rehabilitation
measures taken in the flood-
affected areas of 35 districts.
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number of fruits and vegeta-
bles appear to promise prof-
itability in both terms.

The economic bility
ol [I'ull}_ _ produc-
- tign for in fact seem

lo be high by the standards of
most other crops.'

The report noted that
these exporls currently ac-
count for less than one
cent of domestic pm£
of fruits and vegetables and
mainly cater to the demands
of Bangladeshi communities
living in the UK, USA and the
Middle East. A number of
factors constrain this market
and result in a low-quality,
low value product being sent
abroad. it adds.

"Prospects are particularly
good for exporting vegetables
to wesiern Europe, Canada.
the Middle East, Japan,
North and east Africa,” says
the Bank report. "Potential
also exists for export of fruits
and vegetables to Southeast
Asian countries, particularly
Singapore, Malaysia and to
North East Asia.”

There exists good
prospects for vegetables such
as potato, brinjal, tomate,
radish, bean, cabbage and
cauliflower and fruits includ-
ing mango, banana and lichi
are of export quality, the re-
port says.

The report identifies
higher domestic prices, non

WB: Agri products

availability of export-quality
varieties, seasonal domestic
supply. lack of proper grad-
ing [flacilities. absence of
standard packaging and effi-
cient transport system and
lack of a sophisticated mar-
kel intelligence systemi as
the ‘'major constraints (o de-
velopment of export markets

of fruits and vegetables.
*To promote the export of

fruits and wvegetables, the
present transport, handling,
grading and packaging sys-
tems must be improved to
preserve freshmess and qual-
ity”, it adds.

According to available
statistics, production of fruits
in the country is around 4.2
million tonnes, which is far
bellow the FAO requirement
of '258¢g/head/day.’ The con-
sumption of vegetable is
around '70g/head/day. also a
very low level.

Referring to the con-
tention that increased fruit
and vegetable production
should be made available to
the domestic market to raise
the nutritional intake, the
report says, "This issue is
better addressed owver the
long run by stimulating eco-
nomic growth and improving
the incomes of Bangladeshi
households so that they, loo,
may participate in the mar-
ket for these high value
products.”
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menlioned some constitu- added.

tional points regarding disso- He also said that as they
lution of Parliament. , are abstaining in protesi. so

jured in separate road acci-
dents in Sylhet and
Moulvibazar districts today.
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