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" Inequities in Labour
Market

Once again the World Bank has released a very useful report.
Fhis time it deals with the labour market, and brings out the
inequities and segmentation that exist in it. The most important
point that the report makes is that from 86 10 '93 real rural wages
have decreased by 48 per cent, while urban wages, during the corre:
sponding period. rose between 10 and 33 per cent If this vast
ineguity is scen against the situation that only 10 per cent of the
estimated Labour force of 39 million ( in '94) work in the urban ar
cas, then we are forced (o realise that Y per cent of our labour
force has actually suffered nearly 50 per cent loss of their real wages
during the past cight yvears.

How could such inequity exist? The simple answer is that the ur-
ban bascd labour torce is organised. and have the capacity to im-
pact upon the government through strikes and hartals. It can also
add to the strength either of the opposition or of the government -
depending on who is giving or promising them what - and thereby
use its bargaining power to extract favours. Given the fact that
most political agitations in Bangladesh are urban centred, organ-
ised labour has immense influence in manipulating it. Thus
whichever party is in power, it feels extremely vulnerable to pres-
sures from organised labour. All this, coupled with the fact that au-
tocratic governuments, devoid of popular mandates, survive through
dishing out favours, have added to the capacity of the organised
urban labour to torce, to push up its wages trom time to time.

The World Bank's report puts a straight question before us. How
long are we going to pander to the demands of the minority urban
labour force at the cost of the 90 per cent rural labour? The question
is for our political leadership — both of the government and the
opposition — to answer. The populist tendency is to increase
labour wages to get instant support. But as the report points that
every rise in the cost of labour acts as disincentive to investment,
which prevents labour market from expanding. Thus the real impact
of wage rise is to decrease employment opportunity for the new
comers. S0 what we end up with is better and better terms of em-
ployment for those who already have jobs, with less and less em-
ployment opportunity for new entrants .

The consequences of government intervention in the labour
market is now clear. Time has come for us to shift our policy to
benetit the magority of the labour force, who are in the rural areas,

A Study in Incongruity

T'here is a most elevating news from a very unlikely place. Ra-
jshithi University is to set up two new post-graduate institutes under
its fifth Five-Year Plan programme. Two new departments will also
be added under the same programme. The subjects the institutes
will be devoted to are interesting — business administration and
environmental sciences. RU has planned well to fill voids that
shouldn't be there.,

The touch of the visionary is also there in the thought of having a
deparument devoted to population science and human resource
development. And the other new department that has been planned
— that of genetics and molecular biology — is such without which a
modern university is inconceivable. Bangladesh is placed by many-
sided compulsions to go for biotechnology in a big serious way.
This department will have quite a role in that together with the ex-
isting biochemustry department.

It all goes well three other institutes will be built — with
lorestiry. cducation and English language as their subjects. We con-
gratulate the wnaversity tor such fine forward-looking exertions, al-
beit still on paper. But having done that we are in two minds as 10
whether we haven't proved egregious fools of ourselves. For don't
we too well know RU is a place where everything comes to nothing
and, conversely nothing grows out of anything ? It hardly even de-
serves to be called a university for it is perpetually under siege —
mentally and physically — of forces opposed to that seed of hu-
manity and progress by whatever name you call it — humanities,
liberal arts, spirit of questing by questioning, paramountcy of rea-
son so on and so forth.

On the same page of The Daily Star that the elevating plans were
published there was a bigger and bolder news dwelling on the plight
of 56 thousand applicants for three thousand places in RU first year
classes, Their admission tests were due on June 3 and even by July-
end those are not going to take place. This has been caused by
leakage of question papers from a local printing press. And this very
month a high official of RU, in charge of a student hall, resigned
protesting police attempt to raid his hall unauthorisedly. The police
charged him with protecting terrorists sitting on an arms cache in-
side the hall. Ever since the very bad days of Dr Bari's vice-chancel-
lorship of partisanism nan-pared things have been plummeting re-
lentlessly to worse and worse. After a whole month of RU's remaining
open and working, it has been said most students were still to return
to campus. Violence including stabbing, shooting and arson hangs
heavy in the air of the campus. And certain halls are under occupa-
tion as always.

High-minded plans and very very mean state of affairs combine
to make RU a study in pathetic incongruity. Politics specially of the
fascist persuasion is culprit number one. Starting with RU, the ques-
tion of the nation's universities has become a national question of a
very urgent nature. A government unable to rise above petty party
interest is failing the nation by not addressing the problem with the
priority and seriousness it warrants.

L]
Cruelty to Children

This is as unkind as can be. This is cruel This is decidedly crimi-
nal. A Bengali national daily on Sunday frontpaged a picture of a
boy child — hardly 12 — lying naked on a road in drenching shower.
His hands and feet tied with cord and his mien wrought with the
utmost signs of suffering. The caption explains that to have been
caused by hunger, humiliation and a goodly spell of beating. The
boy was said to be pestering shopkeepers of the area for giving
him some food. The angry shopkeepers stripped him of his meagre
clothing, beat and bound him and threw him on the road. A nagging
drizzle was making the boy cold.

Such a ghastly example of cruelty to children is totally unaccept-
able. When the nation is in the process of enacting capital punish-
ment for persecution of women and children, what should be the
punishment for the perpetrators of this mindless cruelty?

Can we appeal to the police to go into the matter and prosecute
the culprits? Their crime has not quite amounied to any bodily harm
of the victim. But the boy has, of course, suffered in his mind. He
has been violated, abused. And again, the mindset from which such
cruelties issue is the same as from which killings come.

Let the police prove to our nation that the person of all our
citizens is inviolate — and that this specially applies to our
children, by taking action in this case. This certainly would be a

‘U'ntimely deaths seem
common — but I don't
remember hearing of a

timely one’

I Catrcraal At Huog hos aggun
proved  that e was  iever

atraid of death — as he was wont to

sayv. He died  in harness — a

il s adomost of his Last wish,

v valiant freedom fighter, Advo
Cate Aminul Huy was soft spoken,
ever smiling. cvanescent in his pres
enee — outside the court. | haven't
seon hom inside. | visited his house
the night before, around 950 pm on
Julyv 12 litthe knowing that the morn
ing after Advocate Aminul Hug
would make a spatial puarney o con
sort with the stars: the heavenly
hewght 1o commingle with the best
and the: most

Very often Aminul Hug used to
yuote a phrase. "the worse the soci
ey the more Lew there will be. In Hell
thore will be oothang bat Lew . and due
process will be meticulously ob
served. I his o resonance of its own
bor o nian of Liw because as a student
of Oliver Wendel Holmes he certainh
bbby ol that the “Life of the Law has
ot been Logie — it has been exper
CIRL o

L pon my retarn from Oxford |

S hes sk doemse Viorme

Loglc of Law

chanced into him at a rece ption

January 26 — after a gap ni il;nm
len years, A man with deep seated
cyes, his face was uwnimistakable. We
almost ran 1o each other with warm
greetings. He darted a significant
guestion, “What are you doing?” My
wordless silence made him speak
again. Please come and see me 10

buildings around. The mosque then
was the only point of reference. N
merous houses have come up. shop
ping arcades abound and thousands
of people milling around make the
place almost unrecognsable. So much
has Chumnaged.

Fhe modest sindy
bhooks was mpressin.
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morrow Y ou st We have a lot o
talk.’ The brief meeting in his house
at 'Chitra . 25, New Elephant Road
woes adimost like a workd restored.

“ou tar from his two-storeyed
sumple house is the bandmark mosgue
wpped with a two-winged acroplane
which we used 1o visit in the late
fifties from Dhaka College to say our
lumana pravers. The contrast today
ol course is unmistakable. Thirty
vuars agu it was a patch of green, no
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Kanghdesh was innately shy 1o be so
whenified. He alwavs wanted 1o e
ki s oo sinple citizen of a coun

try horn on the blood of million oear
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\ warm cup of tea marked the re
newal of a friendship which moved
me¢ and restored the confidence
which perhaps | needed. He was very
proud to point at a framed picture
hanging on the wall. It was that of his

st her domestics on leave

into the

brother Sergeant Zahurul Hog. Very |
afen i hes conversabion e woumkd
hring up his brother. and his memo
ries. which o him and w the istener. |
was the story of Bengal and the guest

for identity of a 2 nation. |
[ he closeness of the wenl
hevond the normal pale of filial af

fection. It foreshadowed certain
noble and great intimations., the war

of liberation was just round the |

cormer  Aminuld lh.l never mssed an

Opportuny W sy SO

His two juniors. Advocates

Obasdur Rahman Mostafa and Farud |

\hmed were close to him and im- |
bibed in full the integrity and charac |
ter of the Attorney General. They im- |

pressed me with their seriousness of

purpose and action. 1

(n the Eid-ul-Azha dav his lady
wife personally entertained us. She

vdvocate Amianul Hug was essen

tially a contemporary man. His de
wrmined approach o the legal issues
of the day might not have endeared
him to everybody: but that was him

\mirul Hug's memory fits well
epistie of William Cowper —
an honest man Close-butioned w0 his

chin: broad cloth withowt, and a
warm hean within, May his soul rest

i eternal peace.

An Apple

I never happened the way its

I authors contemplated! The bird
simphy mever ok ofl. For

about guarter of a century,
Hangladesh Parjatan Corporation's
teathery logo has been the sole
witness ol several abortive attempts
e ke the wurism industry in this
country Hourish. Despite the tourism
business booming in neighbouring
India and Nepal, the BPC officials
have this tar failed to find their
Wrighi {also speelt right ) brothers,

L the absence of any insight,
pancity in forethought and lack of
prodence by the powers that be, the
Bipicians could atford to make o
scapegoat of the local political and
law and order situation. But, are
things kess volatile in Delhi or Kath-
icurhy

o again the otficials (under
the protection ot the winged bird
with wo hing experience ) are so
overawed by evervthing plhioren

that they hardlv can find the right

artefact 1o lure tellow humans from
abroad. S0, they go on these learning
trips abroad and return with the
wheas which foreigners are using 1o
citice Hangalees, Conseguently, BIX

is busy implanting on our fertile soil
tourism notions that may at best
allure the affhoct deshis and veritabh

BPC has imost ofien been offering
tourists the very things they are run
ning away from. | nless the visitors
van find something unigue in
Bangladesh. they are cheaper off
staving hoow,

Plaving Western music to this
chap trom Philadelphia is like Clinton
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by Chintito

heep awony the foreign exchange. For
Cod's sake! You can't outdo th
tourists in terms of swanky bars,
discotheques, tashion shows, ... But,
try cecaber poant Introduce an
A Rathicd Festival where people
have to pay w wear lungi and squat
vt the Hoor to relish in these truly
Bengali dumplings.

wiually, wurism has always been
heading in the wrong direction. So,
the bird never had a Envourable wind.

L PO [dcirtr rnicaridisti Wik

£l bilicrat flhigrechie o
Hmn Laika in the White lluu-t For all
vour know this Phili could be a pop
star w hor has just had enough of it and
was looking for some shade under a
voconut tree beside some dried up
river of Bangladesh. So. give him just
that and take his dollars. Haven't we
been robbed abroad?

SMop serving imported apples to
these imported people. This guy at

TOo THINK | CAME HERE TO ESCAPE
ALL OF THESE TWINGS /

FOREIGN 400pS
SOLD HERE

SOUVENIRS

PARJATONNE
CORPORATICN

a Day Keeps the Tourists Away

the table could be owning the
higgest apple tarm this side of Cali
fornia. He is perhaps vacationing o
sor anvthing but an apple. And the
first thing he encounters is this waiter
with a4 feirvarty pe grin pouring out
the Apple a day keeps-the-doctor
o poppveock. The Apple lord is
out on the next plane. Actually, this
ipphea day business could be keep-
i e Wourists aw ay,

lourists are looking for some-
thing new, some adventure, some
thing to write home about. For those
interested in chi we have tall
buildings where the lifts are either
inadeyuate or not w People
interested in weightlifting could be
asked to carry their lnggage at Kam-
lapur and Sadarghat. You want

sauna? We have plenty of
sauna. including in-house
movie So, put them inside a

cinema hall showing Booker |
Dhawn (don't even think about
translating that). For roller Coaster
thrill seekers, a seat on the roof top
of an Aricha-bound bus ~hould cost
at beast 550, exchoding msurance. | wll
vou these they will write home about.

Offer them bed and breakfast in

a mud house in Mymensingh. Queen
Elizabeth II (as far as memory goes)

was on the tree-
jungle when she ascended the British
throne. The visitors would love a ro-
mantic night trek through a real Ban-
galee village. Trekking is a passion to
many. Boating across
rival any similar exciterment down any
mountainous rush. If we can partake
in "Pick Your Own" afternoons on
English Raspberry fields, why not let
Jack and Jill bring down their own co-
conuts? Opoh! How exciting. Come
on, BPC! there is much more to
Bangladesh than imported liquors,
borrowed music, out-of-nowhere
dresses. Show the world the true
Bangladesh and don't forget to take
their vens and marks. That's why you
are paid in Takas.

tops of some Kenyan

would

For tourism to flourish, this land

has all the resources. BPC should cul
tivate the one they lack — imagina-
tion. If tourism declines any further,
BPC may begin to mean Biriyani
l'oorcy Chat or Bird Perhaps
Chaaned.
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Raim‘ﬂood water
conservation

Sir, After liberation, Bangladesh
experienced the worst drought in
1978, The Government of the day
made certain short term measures.
These, however, were rudimentary
and failed to achieve any long-term
solution. Again we have suffered an-
other drought this year. We
do not vet know if the Government
has at all adopted any plan to face
such in future in order to re-
duce our dependence on rain in the
dry months,

Back in 1978 an American water
resources expert visited Bangladesh
following the drought. Among other
things, the expert advised the gov-
ernment to take steps to conserve
surface water available in abundance
during the rainy season. Unfortunately
for us the governments till date have
not done ing to heed to the ad-
vice except for the much publicised
canal digging programme which
ended up in a fiasco

Itis a natural that in
our country there is plenty of rainfall
during the monsoon period. A great
mass of water from the adjoining
states of India flow our land.
This two factors cause billions of gal-
lons of water to accumulate and stag-
nate in the rivers, canals, low lying ar
eas etc of our land until finally
drained out by October. Since an-
cient days our tradition is to wait and
wade through this monsoon period
of five months helplessly and then
sigh and pray for rain in the
dry season. What a shame. The
drought of this year has brought our
¢ to the door-step of famine.
But we have learnt Both the

in power and the opposition
politicians and planners have bliss-
fully forgotten the drought. Now,
however, we are facing the flood !
The people should no longer allow
such gross negligence of the political
parties. If they do not come up with
definite agenda on vital national is-

sues like widespread irrigation
through rain/flood water conserva-
tion they may be ignored by the
people. Water conservation should
become a national culture where in-
dividual farmers will participate. The
government must build the Ganges
Barrage without any delay and also
build dams and barrages across the
small rivers like Gumiti, Sangu, Halda,
Muhuri, Feni, Salda, Khuai and many
more all over the country. The NGOs
working in the country may also help
motivate the people and implement
some model conservation works.

M F Islam
14672, Ahmadbayg. Dhaka -
1214

'Stunning
Revelations'

Sir, 'Stunning Revelations' writien
by Mridul Chowdhury that appeared
on June 30 in your esteemed daily on
"Teens and Twenties" page was really
stunning to me since no survey as such
was ever conducted at Radiant Inter-
national School. Therefore, findings
and their by some classmates
and friends of the writer on the re-
spondents from Radiant are not only

misleading but definitely unreliable in
respect of sampling of population

and method of collecting data.

In our school, pupils are taught
history, society and culture of
Bangladesh as part of curriculum: sig
nificant dates are mentioned in the
morning assemblies and due impor-
tance is to events, festivals and
life and works of famous people of
I}imglndcsh and also Bangalees in

lal occasions are also
maried f':m bringing out wall
magazines, uking up projects eic.
and holding cultural functions in a be-
fitting manner. Our own country and
its people are not in the least disre-
garded due to ours being an English
medium school which, in my view,
does not make education worth its
eSSence.

For understanding students’ apa-
thy towards learning history and cul:
ture of their own country, there are
many variables that must be taken
into account of which the school
curriculum, be it English or Bangla
medium, is only one, otherwise a
piece of research is bound to suffer
from serious error like unreliability. it
is not a matter of medium of instruc-
tion rather the philosophy of educa-
tion upheld by the concerned author-
ities that matters more in such a
CASLC,

It is surprising that a survey re-
search was done so perfuictorily and
in an unauthoritative manner.

Nazma Yeasmeen Hague
Radiant International School
Dhanmondi. Dhalka

Karachi is burning

sir. | wias i student of the karachi
| miversity in 14%04-00. Pakistan was at
war with Indlia in 1965, Karachi being
an important port city of Pakistan
was the target of attack. The Muha-
jirs {Indian repatriated Muslims)
stood side by side with other ethnic
groups of people at that time.
Karachi is the biggest town of Pak-
istan and internationally reputed one,
But this beautitful town is now expe-
ricncing violence everyday. The in-
nocent children, men, women are be-
ing killed in the fight between the
Muhajirs and Sindhis.

e people of the densely popu-
lated city  passing their days with
preal anxiety. We are also shocked to
wet the scale of violence evervday. I
is the Muslims everywhere Bosndan,
Ethiopia, Sudan, Algeria,
Alghanistan, Mindanao, Palestine,
Chechnya and now Pakistan are be
ing gunned down

Islam is the religion of peace and
justice. 1t is only Islamic teaching
which can stop this type of mindless
violence. 1 appeal  all Muslim lead
ers to exert their influence o stop
these Killings.

Mealibibul loigpia: o

LN ICARCEd
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‘Jeepney' in Dhaka !

Sir_ It is encouraging o learn that
4 new mode of public transport will
start plying in the streets of Dhaka
city within the next few weeks. This
transpon Called “Jeepney” s not onky

popular but also cost-etfective and
viable in metro Manila and other ci-
tics of the Philippines, In fact, such a
cost-etfective and viable transport
should have been introduced here

long before to mitigate the acute

transport problems faced by a fast
growing city population. Although it

is late, the sponsors and the en-

trepreneurs deserve an appreciation

tor undertaking this commendable
initiative.

I remember of availing frequent
jeepney service in the late seventies
when [ was a student of the University
of the Philippines. An efficient jeep-
ney service was in operation in the
sprawling campus of the university in
the Quezon city. The jeepneys were
kept well decorated and often fur
nished with some musical system re-
(lecting the taste and outlook of the
owners, There is no harm in being op-
tirnistic that jeepneys in Dhaka will
be maintained properly with a view
to providing comfort and satisfac-
tion W the commuters.

The introduction of jeepney in
Dhaka is an outcome of closer link
and cooperation between the two
countries of the South. There is no
doubt that the nations of the South-
ern hemisphere can benefit them-
selves in terms of economic growth
and development through transfer of
iechnology and knowledge.

Mel I M Llelddin
Zicjuteden, ik

White paper and

letter size

sir, The Daily Star was being pub-
lished partially on white paper for a
bong time. But since the Tth instan
the dadlv has come out fully in white
paper. This is indeed a welcome
event for the readers,

But with the full white paper the
letter size has become so minute that
the naked eve is under pressure (o
recognize them. The size of the paper
has also been reduced a bit. If tm
ter sie does not return soon o nor
malbcy, all the good gualities of the
daily compared o other papers, | am
alramd. may be lost

Iheretore, the editor and the
publisher of my favourite daily are
reguested 1o do the necessary

MA S Maollah
Member. BAAS, Dhaka

East-West Bid to Stop the

Nuclear Traffickers
Thomas Land writes from Vienna

HE customs authorities of
I Russia and the % est have
pwancd lorces in a wp-pror
ity verture 0 stop the illick wrade in
datormum and other mamerials  ased
n the manutacture of nwclear
L J-Flﬂh
Me scheme s beng bBunched un
der the authority of the United Na
tons International Atomik Energy
Ageny (LAEA) im Vienna. it includes
the cstablishment of a global

| database on the transport of sach

e —

:

dange rous Cargoes. practical assis
e 0 Eastern Faropean countries
with traffic screening at ports and
the strenghe nang of natonal svstems
for the aocounung of fissile materi
th~

[hes i the bagaest single coopera
ove veriure hinking the natonal secn
riey agenn ies of East and West since
the end of the Cold War. The scheme
s advancing despite sharp disagree
ments over the nature and extent of
Tim l!h".{.l-l Lranspon of fissile materi

i ol the best means of suppressing

vier a0 mecting of the board of
directors of the IAFA. director-gen
eral Dr Hans Blix said the agency's
view was that the control and prote
tion of nuecClear materials should re
ki 4 natsonal responsibiliny

His mitiative follows an accord
by Kussia with W estern countries to
exchange intelligence and synchronise
customs and pnlhr ACTHON against
the traffickers. This s a sensitive is
stie heecause mfloential voices in the
Russian Minmstry of Nuclear Power
speak of a plot by Western intelli
genee agents (o demonstrate
Moscow's moompetence in prevent-
g muchear semngeling,

“evertheless. Russia shares West
erm concern over the safety of the nu
Clear siockpile which it has inherited
frowm the Soviet | indon,

e widening traffic has led w0 ar
rests in (ermany. Hungary, Turkey
and elsewhere and the setrure of re
siricied fissile materials available 1o
the highest bidder. Czech police re
centhy arrested three men, including a
nuclear physicist, holding a three
Kilowram consignmem described as
wempnons g uranmme he first big

trial o .lbeged smugglers & under wany
N {eTImany,

Specialists have warned ever since
the implosion of Communist power
that the remaining nuclear materials
poorty guarded and hardly accounted
for in the former Soviet republics may
fall into the hands of international
terrorists or "rogue states.’

ere is far more wea
nuclear material at large in the former
soviet [nion than anyone realises.
cautions Vladmir Chernenko, out:
spoken former director of the Cher-
nobyl autonomic power plant which
exploded in 1987.

According to one authoritative
estimate, up to 400 tons of pluto-
nium and 700 tons of enriched ura-
niwm are in Russia alone at
various installations, in the absence
of any reliable accounting system.

The scheme to arrest the trade in
dangerous cargoes obtained by crim-
inal groups mmhfd the creation of a
clearing-house for the exchange of
secret intelligence. backed by a
database on missing nuclear materi-
als. Its establishment will cost per-
haps $ 10.5 million.

Most of the money has been
raised already by Germany, the
United States, France and Britain. the
countries most anxious to confront
the smugglers. A specialist unit to
combat nuclear sm has been
established within Interpol, the in-
investigators from 24 European coun-
tries.

The customs authorities of some
of the most affected countries,
mostly in Eastern and Central Europe.
but also in Sweden and Germany,
have already introduced specialist
training programmes, as well as radia-
tion detectors for routine cargo
tesis.

The global intelligence clearing:
house and database are to be set up
under a resolution by an inter-

national conference at IAEA head-
(uarters. It expressed "grave con-

cem’ over nuclear smuggling and em
phasised the of cooper-
ation in the search for a remedy.

Significantly, the resolution in-
trndn-crdhx(rtmun'rnnhrh:.lfd
the European Union projects a wide
range of much wougher further mea
sures. It calls for the establishment
and upgrading of natonal sysiems of
accounting and control of nuclear
materials as well as the authorisation
of additional options for the collec
ton. verification and analysis of
crime prevention data.

Further proposals now being pre-
pared by the IAEA member states are
to be | shortly. They will in-
ciude measures w0 help the former So
viet republics o protect fissile mate
rials from criminals.

Russia has acknowledge ~00 inci-
dents involving the theft or a
tempied thefi of nuclear materials
over the past two years. Germany
aknwmadtatkﬁﬁwmﬂf
wa pons-grade last vear
and apprechended more than 500
people suspected of involvement in
nuclear smuggling. No-one knows
what quantitics of fissile materials
may have been amassed for crimanal
purpuses.

The export traffic tends w0 follow
the route of rare metals shipped to
Estonia. Smugglers also favour a
southern route through the Caech Re
public. Austria. northern ltaly and
southern Germany.

The best-equipped couriers use
lead containers designed to with-

s, anaware of the nature of
their body packed contraband. have
been killed or maimed by radiation.

Police in Frankfurt once seized

lv-shiclded radioactive
materials left in a railway locker. They
fear that the may one day
simply abandon their deadly wares if
they are unable w sell them.

The black market price of
weapons-grade phutonium varies from
% 250,000 to 56 million a kilogram. A
military device would contain at least
8 kilograms of plutonium, according
0 experts.

But much smaller quantities could
cause enormous damage through ra-
diation, if successfully ignited. \nd
as litthe as one kilogram of phatonium
could cause thousand of deaths if
dumped into the public water sys-
lem.

The Washington-based National
Resources Defence Council believes
that recently de-classified technical
reports describing US weapons re-
search could enable terrorists to
build 2 one kilotonne nuclear device
with just one kilogram of phastonium.

President Boris Yeli$in has as-
sured the West of Russia's
to ensure the safety of the country's
nuclear materials. There is no doubt
about the security of Russian nuclear
weapons still awaiting dismantling
under close military protection. But
the civilian atomic power industry,
as well as the many nuclear institu-
tions once under heavy guard, are
now wide open to abuse.

lop intelligence officers from
Britain, Germany. France and the
L nited States have recently visited
Moscow, accompanies by a back-up
icam of experts, to investigate Rus-
sia's entire system for the control of
nuclear Materials.

Their advice remains confiden-
tial. But their governments are vigor-
ousty demanding tougher measures to
prevent smuggling, including a sub-
stantial ti of controls and in-
ternational inspection of nuclear in-
stallations and stockpiles.

Supporters of Russia's powerful
atomic energy ministry have vocifer-
ously Dppust:d all such proposals as
an attempt by the West to gain con-
trol over the country’s nuclear instal
lations.

But the Kremlin's commitment to
international safeguards coordinated
through the IAEA suggests that their
campaign is running out of steam. —
GEMINI NEWS

THOMAS LAND (s a writer
and a freelance journalist,

specialising in international
re-lations



