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policemen the city on their new shining
motor cycles with special uniform and their bright
lights flashing behind them. They are the special team of

the police commissioner, the Speed Enforcement Police
(mmch like the L A P D on the ever popular TV show
"Chips"). Other cadre of police such as the ones that
patrol the streets in their pick up trucks in the
are rarely seen these days. They are, however, in full
mtrﬂdlhdrmr A power often misused.

more and more reports of abused

power that have been causing a growing anger among
citizens, People are supposed to feel safe and secure

with the increasing amount of police on the streets, but
this does not seem to be happe According to
m-wq per statistics, there is one men 1o every

five hundred people in Dhaka city. Does
this gquoted figure sound in any way, adequate?
According to a sub inspector at the Tejgaon thana there
is one policeman for every thirteen hundred people. He
admitted, however that they were swamped, very often
putting in twelve hour shifts!

People are growing increasingly weary of police

Young women who are mobile or on the

A Daily Star colleague was stopped just the other
day on the way o Osmani Auditorium between the Press
Club and the secretariat on a baby taxi, by the traffic
police's authoritative whistle. All the other baby taxis
sped on, and no action was taken against them, but
because her baby taxi driver stopped, she was picked
on. "What about the others who went by?" she asked the

He didn't even bother to reply. He simply
t6ld her that she wasn't "his . S0, if she wasn't his
enemy, then why was she it had more
to do with the fact that she was a single women on a
baby taxi and, less to do with traffic laws.

Police harassment takes on more serious
proportions in the following story. A few weeks ago,
three young adults, a girl and two boys (in their late
teens and early twenties) were in their car parked at the
end of a road in a residential area. A pick-up truck filled
with the car in a frantic manner.
The police out of the truck and surrounded the
car ordering the three friends out. They didn't answer
any of the friend's queries. to law, before be-
ing arrested or taken to the thana, the accused have to
be told of the charges held them. These three
weren't given this basic They asked them to
produce documents for the car, and was
intact. But still no effort was made to answer any of the
barrage of questions the friends had, and they had
plenty. The police confiscated the documents of the
car, forcing the three to follow them.

On arrival at the thana the car keys were snatched
away. They were told to sit down and wait. The entire
plaﬂmmrnﬂngwihzlkmdnﬁmdﬂs.Mmt

Making a Nuisance
of the Nuisance Law

hy Schrezad Latif a.nd Nayamka Haider

An improved police patrol routine — will they do the job better?

young girls, who could not have been more than fifteen
or sixteen, who had apparently been picked up on their
way home from work at the garment factory not too far
from the thana. They had been shoved into a little store
room where they sat on sacks of rice, packed in like
sardines, making it difficult o tell just how may of them
there were, Behind them were the uncountable numbers
of drug dealers, pimps and the usual assortment of
gundas. The police wanted confirmation from the
parents or guardians that the three of them were mere
friends and nothing else. This apparently was of utmost
importance, in fact a requirement, because of the
presence of the young woman, The three people insisted
that one parent be called for this confirmation but the
police hesitated. Confirmation wasn't really what they
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were looking for. There is no law that states a person
taken to thana is allowed even one phone call. According
to Tejgaon Thana's sub-inspector, phone calls are
sometimes made, but only by the duty officer himself.
An hour of waiting went by, filled with harassment
and lewd insinuations for the three, especially the young.
woman who by this time was petrified. At some point, a

. higher official strolled in, seeming to be under the

influence of intoxication. He had to be supported on
either side by two other policemen. The amount of
money that exchanged hands from alleged criminal to
policeman was an interesting point to add, with the
police accepting anything from five hundred taka to
one taka,

Another hour went by and no phone call to the

parents. The duty officer kept insisting that each of the
friends be interviewed separately, keeping his eves on
the woman. The two friends with her insisted that they
all stay , because the police had yet to find any
charge to ﬂmundcr.ﬁnﬂly,theﬂmncmﬂwn
made and the mother of one of the friends confirmed
that the three were indeed friends and she herself had
seen them leave her house together. On and off
throughout this ordeal, one of the three some had been
ushered out of the room and was asked , 1o
pay a large sum of money. When the boy what his
crime had been, the police stuttered and stammered
looking for an expensive enough excuse. Another phone
call came which heralded their release. However they
were released on condition that they write and sign a
piece of paper stating they would never go out together
. (it sk n e cening) he g o

eight o'clock in 5

sheet, by this time tired, harassed and desperate to get
out of the cesspool.

But what about the poor women in the closet like
jail? Who would herald their release? Worse still, what
exactly would they have to do to compensate for their
alleged crime? What crime?

Incidents such as the one described above are not
freak occurrences. They happen often. Is there a law in
this country that says that men and women cannot be in

cars together, waiting or even just Is it s
business what these mmwduhgmm?hﬁngm?
When we visited a thana to confirm this story, the police
?ﬂiﬁedﬂlatmmhasimaﬂonshmﬂdnmhwchappumd
mdthatlhmmmfaﬂmlzwthalstﬂesmhatlﬂng.

Unless of course, the three hand been disturbing the
peace or involved in illegal acts. Then they could have
been charged under the Nuisance Law.,

The Nuisance Law one just from the name
of it, is one that has to do with citizens making a
nuisance of themselves such as distributing the
Police also verified that couples misbdm“inglnpublk

van be picked up. By this we presume they m
showing affection in public, and not just sittlng
somewhere and Much too often, couples sitting
mulgd and talking have been victims of the police pick-
truc

There is rampant crime in What about
all the cases of murder, rape, child mutilation and
brutality that take phccnunmmﬁmachlh}’?m

the police doing enough to put a stop to these
violations? The police might be a source of aid to
the community if they went around their trucks
apprehending miscreants, rapists and truckers who drive
drunk at night instead of preying on poor innocents such
as garment women or friends/couples out for a drive.
The only ones, it seems, who should be taken in
under the nuisance law are quite those making
a nuisance of themselves. The question is, who's being

the nuisance?

Bottom-up Approach to Ensure Economic Growth

E are very familiar with the
ierm “trickle down appro-
ach” in economic develop-

ment. This, however, is also Grameen, ASA BRAC and other NGOs
considered as ca way of de- - in poverty alleviation. their approach
velopment. Tﬂ&ﬂﬂww o cconomic development is di-
is nothing but serving interest  rected towards the poor: The poor
of the so-called credit-worthy peo-  are becoming well off and their pur-
ple. For throughout the world general - chasing power is increasing gradually.
in economic field is that the An estimated, 20 per cent of the
rich are credit-worthy. below-poverty-line people are cov-
Professor Rehman Sobhan, ered by Grameen, ASA, BRAC and
Executive Director of Policy pthers. With the increase of purchas-
raised a crucial picowre of  ing power of the poor the maero -
credit situation in a recent meeting, cconomy is alse growing and
that the Bangladeshi credit scenario  stre People are roofing
was quite contrasting to the sitnation  their with (I sheet, clothing
iling in other countries. He men-  themselves and buying utensils,
tioned that majority of the rich bor-  watch, radio and other commodities
rowers failed to prove themselves as  of utility. Small entrepreneurs are also
credit worthy. Several times, the so-  getting benefitted. The small,
called rich led the bank- medium and bigger enterprises are
ing sector at the verge of collapse due  getting scope of income from eco-
to default of credit. nomically empowered through micro

But a reverse now  investment and in this process macro
prevails in , that is the economy has been strengthening
poor are credit worthy and very diss  which is the essence of bottom-up
ciplined in credit repayment which is  approach in economic development.
nearly 100 per cent. He mentioned This effective approach would
the successful achievement of  solve the overall economic problem
Grameen Bank. BRAC and ASA on  of the country if proper antention is
lending and recovering at an excellent giwnbyﬂt;ppruprh&:ﬂllﬂn
rate among the . He also men- will provide the poor 10 enjoy the
tioned the very innovative pmﬂdrmh and will benefit stake-
of ASA credit where cost holders of other segments of the
lmmthndwﬂmﬂtm economy in secondary and tertiary
possible time. way. "Ihi:s approach will facilitate

In that meeting Major General  semi-egalitarian society where vast
(Rtd) Amzad. a prominent private  majority of the are owners of
sector businessman, mentioned the  the small schemes or enterprises.
role of businessmen in rural develop This h would facilitate
ment through . His ex-  rural economy o flourish which will
pression was that people are generally create a balance between the rural
doing entreprencurial type of work  and the urban, thus the
for the poor as well as for  rural-urban This will facili
profit. If is no motive, tate use of local resources which re
thousand flowers will not blossom'  main unused for long time or often
and then what will happen when there  abused. This approach can generate
is a lack of thriving non-profit sector  local self opportunities
like the NGOs. Hence, a thriving for other members of the family as
profit sector should be the ultimate  well. This is a labour-intensive ap
solution of the problem. proach as the small units are com-

In the same meecting, Bill mealy run and managed by family
Derrenger — a participant from IDE  labour which is neither paid for nor
gave an outlet of his organisation —  costly.
how it is making the poor commer- Let us provide the simple example
cially viable. They ﬁtﬂ*l‘.ﬂ:ﬂr of trickle down and bottom-up ap
pumps for wealth creation among the  proach. Say, some Mr X is a big en-
poor with cost-covered h. treprencur who borrows a large
He also explained the need for wealth  amount of moncy from the bank and |
creation among poor through cost-  starts a poultry farm approximasely
effective manner, from his with 1,00,000 chickens. To accom-
banking experience. He expressed his = modate and raise up these chickens
confidence in ASA which is playinga  he needs 10 develop a big infrastruc

pioneering role in cost-effective
poverty alleviation at a large extent.
As many of us know the role of

To Kill Mosquitoes

BT Coconut Bomb
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a repon from the International  Bti H 14). natves can kill the mosqguito
AgSicve tells us that Peruvian  whille ir's still in its karval stage. A hole s
rescarchers have found a way ©  drilled in the coconut shell. Bti » in-
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coconst milk and the B ferment. the
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thursugcnisis
low-tech way © control the malania  spores muitiply inside the coconut.
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Malaria . of course, a major health
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Facts of Astronomy

The Double Star

by M Ismail
. 1
N the universe there are many  and another moves towards
I objects which we see in the day hﬁktﬂrspuna!&nspﬁ:n’
time, as our earth and the sun,  and can be inferred as a double star
and at night a brilliant moon. In the Hucctttdmalﬂtsm-smhch-é
dark cloudless night we sce a lot more  proximity, the dust of one star enter
:lt:rizgs in the sky. From prﬁﬁhis;uﬁc in the atmosphere of the other result-
man wondered about tiny in :ﬂthnufndhm
lights in the sky and there were iz Tlli
popular belief, that God has created dmdﬂest:rsufdme P
those as a decoration for man. Algol — a star of BS lllthniq
They also imagined them as a  stellation Perseus unthtnmthcrq
replica of what they knew in the  hemisphere than those double
world such as a lion, a swan, a man, a l}'lnginkmgdisﬂnufmm
hero, a demon, a warrior etc.
very recently we, started gathering Iﬂ the process of formation of 4
more and more knowledge about  star the possibility of formation of
them by using the optical telescope,  double star is more common than
radiﬂtth:ﬁmpc spectrum analysers,  formation of individual star, Star is
born by the process of
Theun}rhghtsmusemscthdw of dust in the nebula. The
sky are in fact not tiny but mostly {fﬂarmmnimﬂm
huge objects. They are the stars, chﬁtrﬂfmmmﬂtm o~
some of them are much bigger and  they form in close proximity they
brighter than our sun, group of mil ‘captured' by the gravitational pull

lmmufstaﬁfnnmngg.dm:y a large
number of galaxies in the cluster,

Nova, Suprenova, Nebula Quasars,
Pulasrs* Black hole and many other
celestial body. But there is another
interesting object in the sky which is
a double star.

We know a star is a celestial body
consisting of a large, self luminous
mass of hot gas held together by its
own gravity, Our Sun is a typical sin-
gle star. A double star is a star which

appears as a single point of light but

the other, this is why the double star
is more common than individual
slars.
'Ihtdiﬂimchﬂmﬁm-
nenuufadm:blcmnnfmm
millions of miles apart from each,
other to very close In case
nfwwhchmdhmﬂrhﬂml
of each other is so great that the
shape of star is changed. Usually a star
hsphu'kalhltmukﬂkmh

very close to each other, the

bmunﬂmphmﬂ.ﬂﬁt&
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hafi family's benefit. But the process of  good results in the sectors like indus-
by MdS ql.lﬂl Haque Chuudhm'y production links her to the other  try, busines-s credit and in several L
ture and en few labourers for  vidually (and huge amount in ASA to- nts of economy who are get-  economic and service oriented areas.
looking after the farm. The farm turns tality ). With the amount, she startsa  ting secondary and tertiary benefit  The seed of failure lies within the | actually a 'pair of stars' associated  star are very common in the sky it is
to be a source of benefit directly to ~ poultry farm with few chickens. or  through exchange of the product  structure and nature of ownership. | together and revolve about their  possible to observe double star by
ﬂrbﬁlﬂmmuﬂw]rm gets into goat rearing, milk cow rear-  from hand to hand. So, the and non- common center of mass which canbe  big telescope or by radio astronomy.
few employees. ing, paddy husking whichever is man- From these two examples, which  sations like NGOs he resolved in two when studied by tele- Viewing a double star by naked
{}nthf other hand 'Y, a poor ageable within the household. Such  one seems more suitable for a country  for such initiative and implementa- | scope. eve is not possible. There are few
woman credit of ASA (ASA credit-partner’ neither needs big in-  like Bangladesh? The reply, of course, tion. Many more NGOs may be as- Sometimes there are three or dnnh]e stars which can be
may itself be a case, which is frastructure nor extra labourers. The  will be in favour of the latter one. And  signed for what may not be a bed of | more number of stars associate to-  small or amateur te One of
ing 3,00,000 families with re-  production of the mini poultry firm  to emphasize on this alternative ap-  roses at the But without | gether to appear as a single source  them is the star Albarion in the con:
ceives small amount of credit indi-  or goat rearing directly goes to her  proach, we think a national consensus  the massive private and NGO initia- | Which is called Multiple Star. In the  stellation Cygnus (or Swan). The star
- SIS w19 Deeded. tive the process of poverty reduction | month of July or August when we look is on the bottom of the corss of
. Fotiyears, we heagd such sermons.  will be delayed. The private initiative | at the north of the equator in the  constellation, on the
that the idle, imactive and  wilt-be able to create a nation-wide | constellation Lara we find a star  of the orightest star on that constel
not-credit worthy and the rich were  impact if fund generation from local | called Vega which is actually a double  lation. The location of constellation
credit worthy. The rich borrowed  resources is considered. The consid- | star. The double star is more common  is on the midway between north and
money from bank and not properly  eration of local fund generation will, | in the sky than a single or individual  east in the northern sky. It has an-
refunded and the poor did not getin-  ultimately, result in non-grant ap- | star. Obviously our sun is a single star  other feature of contrast-
stitutional credit facilities. ‘lhcprf proach. NGOs are requested to be | but most of the stars are double or  ing colours. One of them is much
sent economic stagnation is more a  aware of cost-effectiveness before | multiple stars and nearly two-third of  brighter than the other and the colour
result of such practice. thinking of non-grant approach. | the stars in the sky are double or mul-  of the brighter one is yellow and the
Yet, with the changing situation  Because, the core spirit of tiple stars. Though they are very mas-  fainter one is blue. This double star
and environment we see some hope.  approach is the economic indepen- | sive in size, sometimes even larger  may be visible by telescope of mag-
Even the World Bank and ADB are  dence of an organisation as well as of kthﬂn our sun, since they are at avery  nification of only 10,
speaking of economic development  a credit partner mg distance from our earth they a ; : :
not only by increasing GNP but also lncon:hlskm,ilcanmﬂybtﬂui pear to be single star. o hﬁgﬁﬁiﬂ%
by simultaneous effort on poverty  that the 'trickle up' approach is more The component of a double star lariedd. Aataral ?::ll?t: sstevold
reduction. They are also prescribing  effective and a direct strategy in | or multiple star lies in close distance P : ;
for such bottom-up approach. Of  overcoming the economic pmbktm (in astronomical comparison) and  belt, comets, and other interstellar
late, the poor are getting collateral-  of the poor. Simultancously, how- | move around each other. Most of the objects. In a double star it is very un:
free credit from NGOs such as  ever, the trickle down approach is double star are not visible to the  likely to have a system like this be-
Grameen Bank, ASA, BRAC and  also needed to the macro | naked eye and even a large telescope  CaUs€ lh-e variation of the light, heat,
others In a limited way for povertyal  economy. And the combination of | can not identify them as double star. ~ 8ravitational pull towards the com-
leviation. And with their effort and  the two would facilitate the total na- | To identify and study a double star  ™on centre at particular time is too
successful implementation of the  tional economic growth. But, to | we have to use the technique called ~ Breat to support such a planetary sys-
credit programme the poor are be-  maintain a harmonious growth rate, | Spectroscopy. Using this sophisti- ™ ‘
coming credit-worthy in Bmghdtsh. bottom-up approach should be ex- | cated technique we study the light of That means if Sun was a doublé
In such a context, we put forthan  tensive — and there the NGOs — | a star which gives spectral lines indi-  star is was not possible to have earth,
humble request to the government  Grameen Bank, BRAC, ASA and such | cating its chemical composition, dis 0o atmosphere, no living
not to such initiative as hasto  others — are playing a pioneering | tance from the earth, speed, direc:  and of course no human
be implemented by the government  role. tion of rotation or movement etc, Though it is of great interest to come
0 itself. The Govt's policy and mecha- The writer is Chief Executive, The double stars rotate around  to know about a double star but we
Away from hearth— women in economic ﬂctlvlt}' nism in many cases fail to Pfﬂ\’ﬂt‘ ASA mhm’memm mhmnlmhlmdl {
- e
RAZIL'S new  President, | - - - He and his cronies will now spend
B uwinascs t's Tough at the Top — and Irresistibly Attractive ..sictiaes su
us0, made a spec-ial point to ensure that he is ln&poﬂhll to
of sevking vut ousted British premier starting the process of privatisation. : : : the door to icians who abuse stand again, and doing all they can I:t
Margaret Thatcher when he was in But many people believe that she Patrick Kl'llght writes from Sao Paulo . o hobble the
London for World War Two armistice stayed on too long, taking many  decades. with the poor steadily get The of allowing the re- Soon after his re-election in May, Menem was successful because his
celebrations recen-ty, good ideas to extremes in the pro ting poorer and the rich getting  election of a president or prime min- Argentina's Menem, who during the policies brought inflation down to
\Ithough once on the political (eSS, richer. it might have been better if  ister is that it brings continuity and campaign had insisted that one more double digits from several thousand
Left, and forced imo exile for a time Ihey say that with Britain now the country had been spared  gives them a chance to persist with term would be enough for him, said per cent a year. But the policies
when the armv ruled Brazil. Cardoso more socially divided than for Vhad hers sevond and third terms, successiful policies. But it also opens that he intends to stand yet again havealso produced negative side-cf

now plans o speed up the privatisa-
o of state-owned companies.

\nd Thatcher pioneered privati-
sation in Britain in the 1980s.

During their talk. Thatcher was
surprised to learn that Brazil s consti
tution does not allow Cardoso to
succeed himself at the end of his
lour year erm.

One term was the rule in many
Latin American countrics, where the
ban was devised to prevent presi-
dents enirenching themselves in
power. as did Somoza in Nic Aragua.
Stroessner in Paraguay, and Castro in
e

The rule has now been scrapped in
Peru. where Alberwo Fugimorn was re
cently re-clecied President. and in Ar
gentina, where President Carlos
Menem managed w alier the consti-
tution o permit himself another five.
VEar WML

Matcher sold Cardoso that if she
had not been re-elected she would
not have achieved half of what she
did This is an arguable claim at a
time when Britain's Coaservative
Party is O« ing the likelibhood
of defeat 2t the next general election
Large v becaase of the detaved results
of many of Thaacher's policies. which
have now split the party.

TINA — "There is no alternative "

ong in the saddle

 Indonesia TE'BH

Muamrﬁar (addah

Libya 1969

cvo-havo and ing resistance in  Lrval growth for up w 45 davs. Hard w

mm. imagine 2 safer, more effective and
control of the dreaded
to a rise in the incidence of malaria. \nopheles. Peruvian scientists have al
(Like they say. "better living through ready developed a fickd kit thar will
permit villagers 10 make their own B

these deadly oxins have contributed simpile

chemicals.”)
But now our old friend Bt is putting bombs.
a safer solution into native hands.

It-nlttmdm_n-uﬂ
By imjecting 2 coconut with the have loved — an organic solution

re-forming bacteria Bacillus placed right in the hands of the lolks
E'mbﬂt israclensis H-14 (or who need it mose

the ough line adopted by the now
departed Mrs T as she pressed the
Conservatives into adopting policies
dear W her — helped push the party's
share of the popular vote 10 an all
v bow m the bocal dections in May .

Supporicrs argue that she put the
country on the right course by taking
on and beating trade unions, and

Saﬂdém Hussein

raq 1979

Daniel arap Moi

Kenya 1978

M;:'rlmthu ’Muhamdd

Malaysia 1981
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fects, including soaring unemploy-
ment. While Buenos Aires has pros-

pered, the regions are deeply de-

pressed. Thousands of banks and
small businesses have been forced to
close their doors. It is time for a
change, but Menem promises more of

' the same, and it will probably end
badly.

In Peru, 100, electors chose to
give a second term to Fujimori,
mainly because he managed to defeat
the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path)
guerrillas, whose attacks
commercial and social life in Peru al
most to a standstill for 15 years, and
cost more than 20,000 lives.

But again, victory was achieved
at a price. Congress was shut down,
the constitution re-written and civil
liberties severely curtailed, and now
Fujimori has the field to himself.
What will he do with virtually no op-
position to stop him? Pujimori is now
so deeply entrenched in power that it
will be extremely difficult to winkle
him out.

are much worse in many
mmm-mh
if their
been obliged o step ody
one term rather than being able to
hold on to power for decades, bring-
ing their countries to virtual ruin as
they cling on w their positions.

However good you are — and
Thatcher certainly thought she was
very good, as anybody who reads her
biography will testify — you eventu-
ally go too far,

There needs 1o be a mechanism

Hosni Mubarak
Eaypt 1881 [§ o get an entrenched leader out and
gyp l_ ae - oeull



