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Sanitation: Key to Health

Al a time when the UNICEF is about to withdraw itu:!l’
from funding one of its highly appreciated in this
country relating to the production of rings and slabs for
water-sealed latrines, the government is stepping in to make
sure that the good work continues. Called Rural Sanitation
Project, the proposed venture will cost Tk 170 crore and is
expected 1o expand sanitation coverage, according to a report,
from the existing level of 35 per cent to 70 per cent by the
year 2000. The project is being placed with the ECNEC for its
approval

It is good to know that the Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperative Ministry has shown remarkable
prompiness (o save a v important pre for the village
people. We congratulate everyone who has the issue W the
stage of submission of the proposal. Hopefully its approval will not
be defayed. Because by the end of the year, the UNICEF will stop
assisting the programme. Now that the is likely 1o fund
ﬂwm:itﬂmnughmwinmwanm-bmwwiﬂhtMM
what clse could be done in a situation like this?

Providing subsidy as a concept is not welcome according to the
proponents of free-market economy. But there are areas like edu-
cation and health, where the theory does not always work. This is an
investment in human resource development. Let us consider the is-
sue from the opposite point of view — that is what it would or
could mean 1o our rural society if no subsidy were ided. Most
likely, the sale and use of water-sealed latrines would have sharply
fallen to a minimum number, At present the ring and skab for a latrine
cost Tk 250 to Tk 350. After the memﬁw of Puhlich HH::E
Engineering (DPHE) takes charge of supplying the sets, each set
cost Tk 405. Already a considerable increase has occurred in the
price for the village people. For many in the rural areas even the ex-
isting price is not affordable. The rise in price will certainly have a
discouraging effect. In the absence of subsidy the cost was sure 10
go up further. That would have limited the use of such types of la-
trines o a low proportion.

Thﬂit‘fmﬂ}' could make our rural health an easy prey to all
sorts of hazards. The hundreds of tons of excreta left in the
open are already posing serious health problems to the entire
country. The diseases that are caused almost each year due to the
lack of safe disposal of human wastes exact a heavier toll

to the burden of the subsidy. What we need most of all is
to promote the water-sealed latrines among the village people
through a consistent ign. If we can ensure hundred per cent
safe disposal of human wastes — which should be our aim — a huge
cost will be saved by way of getting rid of a number of common but
deadly diseases. And then imagine the prospect for biogas through
a recvcling of the wastes. We wish all success to the sanitation

"No More Nuclear Testing

Come what may, France is determined to conduct a series of un-
derground nuclear tests in the South Pacific between September,
1995 and May, 1996. Her plans are to carry out the nuclear blasts,
eight in number, 10 be precise, at the Mururoa Atoll, a French over-
seas possession in Polynesia, six months ahead of a comprehensive
test ban treaty which France is committed to signing along with
other nuclear powers in November, 1996.

The fact that France would ultimately be a signatory to the test
ban treaty does not absolve her of the responsibility for ending a
three-year testing moratorium she had accepted earlier. This actu-
ally goes to lend credence to the critics of the nuclear non-prolifera-
tion treaty who point out that it allows the nuclear weapons powers
‘the chance to retain their nukes while keeping the others out of the
club.

- ...By wrning a deaf ear to worldwide protests against his
adamancy to go ahead with the tests, French President Jacques
Chirac is making no secret of his plans to perfect his nuclear arsenal
before giving up the choice for testing altogether after 1996. France
which has had a tremendous cultural and civilisational appeal to the
-rest of the world does not perhaps need pandering to national pride
by considering the nukes as the mainstay of it. After all, her strate-
gic concerns for a nuclear parity seem to have been taken care of in
essential details. And if we are all working towards a world free from
nuclear threats of all kinds then this is hardly the way to go about
the business.

| Chirac's persistence with his plans for nuclear testing casts a
shadow over the benign revolutionary spirit of the Bastille Day on
July 14 which France celebrated as her National Day and the rest of
the world remembered as something of a prized heritage for
mankind. Even the fact that France has issued a 48-hour ultimatum
1o her allies to act in Bosnia or else France would unilaterally move
10 break the Serbian stranglehold around Sarajevo could not put her
in a better light against the backdrop of her reaffirmation to push
through her nuclear testing plans.

In the Pacific itself France will be up to its neck in combating an
anti-nuclear campaign that is gaining ground almost everyday. The
Greenpeace’s protest ship Rainbow Warrior may have been turned
away by a French commando attack but its other ships Vega and
Bifrost are in the vicinity. New Zealand may be sending in a flotilla
-of non-combatant naval vessels. The Tahitians and Australians
marked the Bastille Day by a public demonstration of the ‘No
Nukes' sign.

There is still time for France to go by its best instincts which
must be telling her to avoid risking any damage to her international

image.

Godspeed to STOL Service

After a nervous initiation of the process to get a private airliner
break a fresh ground in Bangladesh, we have the good news at long
last that STOL service is going to be inaugurated officially from to-
day. It is to operate commercially from tomorrow with three flights
daily between Dhaka and Barisal. The flights to and from
Shamshernagar are likely to begin next week.

While congratulating Aero Bengal, the private airliner, which has
made bold to pioneer the service and the Civil Aviation Ministry
which is assisting it to do so, we venture to advise them both that a
teething time must still be allowed for the operations to be steady
and viable. It is during this time that they should have a check-list
to make sure nothing goes wrong. For instance, the fact that it is
going to be operated between Tejgaon, the old airport, and the
‘low-profile aerodromes like Barisal and Shamshernagar should rein-
force the necessity for taking extra care of the security and safety
aspects involved'in the operations. The Y-12 aircraft is compact
and has a good track-record for safety but it is the human factor
that will still be an important input to ensure it despite the aircraft's
operational simplicity. The seating capacity for 17 persons makes
it easy to equip it with all kinds of safety devices. It is the civil
aviation authority upon whom will devolve the full responsibility to
‘operate the technical facilities for the STOL service with maximum
efficiency. They are coming into this after having dealt with the re-
quirements of much bigger aircrafts belonging to international air-
liners, let alone our own national flag carrier Biman Bangladesh. So,
the expertise is very much there.

The Aero Bengal for its part must be professional from day one
to progressively acquire the standard depths and dimensions of
operational capability. This part of the region had experience in
private airline business during the pre-partition days. The stimulus
to be efficient should come from the tremendous potential for vi-
ability the STOL aircraft has in a small country like ours. If six flights
aday can help the airliner reach a break-even point on two routes
only, then one can easily imagine the great commercial prospect
awaiting it with an increase in the number of routes. In time, the
fares are expected 10 be more reasonable with the expansion of the
service.
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HE Flood Action Plan (FAP)

T and the Jaununa Bridge arc
two of the most costly and
unportant infrastructure projects in
Baryghadkesh in recent years. It is ironic
that the two projects are al

duc to the closure of the
northern intake of the Dhaleswari
river by the Jamuna Bridge Project
which is likely 1o affect one of the
FAP projects (FAP 20),

Flood Action Plan

Ihe Flood Action Plan (FAP) has
recently ¢ its study phase
over the last years at a total cost
of around 156150 million. One of the
very few actual construction projects
inchaded in this was FAP 20 or
the Compartmentalization Pilot
Project (CPP) jointly funded by the
governments of the “etherlands and
(rermeany 1o the mne of almost 1SS 20
million. Tis project being executed
in langail was supposed 1o try out a
nove | technokogy of controlling food
water conning into the flood plain
from the river and then going back 1o
the river when the water levels go
down. through a series of water-tight
compartments with water control
structures 1o let water in and out only
when reyuired. It included a sizcable
amount of embankment building as
well as water control structures and
abso substantial social inputs ranging
from surveys o onganizing water user

Rroups.

MERE  are  atleast  three
T masons winv our  Foreign
Ministry assumes an added
importance in the present context of
Bangladesh. Firstly, it is often said
that although Bangladesh has madc
good progress in various fields, it is
vet to shake off its "Image” as a so-
called "basket case.” Secondly, and
as has been rightly emphasized at the
highest kevel, the need of the hour is
vigorows cconomic diplomacy in
order to promote (rade, private
forcign investment, technology
transter and the channelization of aid
into crucially important areas,
Thirdly, we have to face and,
hopctully, gain something out of the
complexity of the present-day
interdependent workd, characterized
by unipolarity. numerous regional
cooperation alliances, a plethora of
world bodies (i.e. inter-
governmental, UN and non-govern-
mental bodies), communications
revolution, rising international crime,
violence and intolerance. In all these
cfforts, the role of the Foreign Office
(and its Missions abroad) stands out,
and hence the necessity to revamp it
However. the bontom line is that
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mental and participatory mechanisms and had targeted the FAP 20
Proiect in fhemiar for-eritics

Controversy

\s the FAP 20 or per CPP project
was really the major physical con-
struction project under FAP ( most of
the other components being studies )
it gave rise 1o controversy from an
carly stage. There were widespread
demonstrations by women's groups
and local NGOs against the project in
Tangail and even some incidents of
viokenoe between pro and anti — FAP
groups in the arca. The NGO com-
munity by and large opposed FAP on
grounds of lack of satisfactory envi-
ronmental and participatory mecha
nisms and had targeted the FAP 20
Project in particular for criticism.
Nevertheless the continued
had recommended a moratorium on
Construction.

Jamuna Bridge

The Jamuna Multi Purpose Bridge
(JMB) has been a much cherished
dream of for many years.
it finally keft the drawing board w0 go
into implementation phase in 1994.
As part of the feasibility study for
JMB a fairly thorough Environmental

Impact Assessment (EIA) had been
carried out by experts organized by
BUET who prepared an
Environmental Management Action
Plan (EMAP) which identified possi-
hie negative environmental impacts
and recommended suitable mitiga-
tion actions and monitoring 1o min-
imise such negative impacts. In a pro-
ject of this magnitude it is impossi-
ble not 1o have some negative envi-
ronmental impact bt the
thing is to recognise it and e -
essary steps to mitigate the negative
impacts on the environment as well as
com the people likely to be
affected. Accordingly the EMAP
made a allocation of ap-
USS 4 million for a num-
ber of monitoring and mitigation
measures inchading fisheries monitor-
for fishermen, tree planting, compen-
sation for displaced boatmen,
changes in agricultural practices, etc.
The mitigation measures were (o be
implemented by suitable NGOs and
other local groups under the supervi
sion of an Environment Unit set up
within JMB Authority with advice
from an Environment Management

Committee (EMC) which incleded
representatives from other relevant
ministries such as agriculture, fish-
eries, environment, forest, etc as well
as environment experts from BUET,
Dhaka University and NGOs.
Closure of the
Dhaleswari Northern
Intake

One of the requirements of ensar-
ing the viability of the Jamuna Bridge
for the future is 10 ensure that the
Jarmmna river comtinues o flow ander
the bridge. The river s well known w
have changed its course numerous
timves historically. Therefore the JMB
progect has a substantial component
(in fact haif the total
project cost) allocated for the river
training which will reinforce both
sidhes of the Jamuna river from several
kilometres wu am before it
reaches the bridge, to ensure that the
water actually flows under the bridge.
In order 10 carry out this river training
it was necessary 1o close the northern
intake of the Dhaleswari river which
flows from the Jamuna wpstream of
the bridge site. Accordingly this was
done in late 1994

FAP 20 and Dhaleswari
Now it so ha that the
[Dhabeswan river is the masn sowrce of

flood water expected for the FAP 20
(CPP) area and by cutting off the

northern intake of the Dhakeswari by
JMB the prospects of FAP 20 getting
Aoods s greath reduced. if non elim
inated. One of the most
mﬂtﬁlhrhuim_urw
ton is that both the consultants for
FAP 20 project as well as the main
contractors for the river training
works were two well known Duch
U i

nics respectively. It is amazing that
they should not have communicated
with each other about this potential
problem before it occurred.

in recent weeks the FAP 20
through the Ministry of Water
Resources has approached the JMB
Authority about the closure and have
proposed that an artificial spill chan-
nel be constructed downstream of
the bridge site 10 reconnect the
Jamuna river with the Dhaleswari
which would ensure water for the FAP
20 project area. However, the osten-
sible reason given for this concern is

Revamping the Foreign Office

Foreign Office personnel have been traditionally misused for counterproductive and demeaning protocol
work consisting of 'receiving,” 'looking after’ and 'seeing off’' VIPs and senior officers
at the cost of time, money and other substantive work.

sultations, have these approved by
the PM and then ensure their strict
compliance, In framing the new rules,
the practices in other countries
shunild be carefully studied. Also, the
wndency to rub shoulders with im-
portant prople and a valet mentality
on the part of some officers have o
he curbed in implementing the new
ruskes.

sevondly. training facilities both
in and outside the country for foreign
service officials have 10 be increased
on a priority basis. so that they may
acyuire 3 miniowm of speci i
it v arious fickds of economic diplo-
macy within the next five years.
Although all restrictions on training
abroad imposed during autocratic
rule were removed after 1991, not
much has happened in the Foreign

posted to the Foreign Service
Training Institute. But they would
not if they were later rewarded with a
good posting abroad. All in all, these
tendencies will have to be dealt with,
using a carrot and stick policy.

irdly, the Foreign Office must have
a modest research wing headed by a
Director-(eneral interested
in this kind of work. If no one from
the Foreign Service can be found,
he/she should be brought in from
outside, with adequate incentives.
Indeed, without an in-house research
facility, thousands of post reports
have been, are and will continue 1o be
marked "Seen, File", Similarty, there is

picce-rate basis. It is rubbish to
gest that such services are not
able in Bangladesh. For a proper
. S is bound to respond 10
mﬂ.%ﬂtﬂhahwnn
treme demoralization in the Foreign
Office, owing to massive influx of
“outsiders” without any explicit con-
sideration of merit, particularty dur-
ing the autocratic rule. It has, no
doubt, adversely affected quality,
esprit de corps and career prospects
of those who came through competi-
tion. While it should be ensured once
and for all that there is never a repeti-
tion of what happened in the past, it
is also counterproductive not 10 ac-

Making Government Work

their should be acknowl
and not ked” by superior
. The reports must not only
describe and analyze but also point
out the for
and make specific recommenda-
tions. Finally, these must be read and
acted upon in the Foreign Office, one
way or the other, and this should also
be communicated to the Embassies
concerned. | am sure there is nothing
to prevent a strong-willed Foreign
abroad and have it ingrained into the

system.

: , on the basis of “costs”
and "benefits” (financial, economic,
political, etc.) in both the short and
the long run, the Foreign Office

should work out a prioritized plan for

Flood Action Plan versus Jamuna Bridge

the fishenes loss due w the dosare of
the Dhaleswari northern ntake and
the spill-channel is being justified 10
restore the fisheries loss due 10 the
closure of the northern intake. This
argument seems quite redundant
since the closure of the northern in-
take of the Dhaleswari was oS
visaged in the feasibility study of the
jamuna Bridge and the EMAP had
e for both
the loss as well as taking ad-
tquate mitigatory measares to ad-
dress both the fish loss as well as fish
ermen affected. Furthermore, it is by
no means established that the lost
fisheries will re-establish in the new
spill-channe! built several kilometres
downstream at a completely differ-
ent location, nor is the stability of
sach an artificad assured.
The final however, is
who is 1o foot the bill for
the new spill channel (estimated at
USS S million). Is it to be the JMB
FAP 20, the Water Board or
the Netherlands and German
Governments? Who-ever it is (and if it
goes ahead) it will be ironic that a
Flood Protection Project worth 188
20 million had 10 spend another 188 5
million 10 bring the water 1o test the
scheme

The writer is Executive
Director of the Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies.
a private, non-profit, re-
search and policy institute.

Education. Defence and information
Ministries. The Foreign Ministry. in
consultation with relevant Ministries,
should take a lead in ensuring that
Bangladesh stands 10 gain from an
organized flow of relevant technol
Ninthly. ambassadors find it in-
creasi difficult 1o cope with a
chain of command disrupted by dual
lovalties of the officers from other
ministries in Missions abroad. In the
short run, the solution lies in
regular coordination meetings
Ministries with representation in
Missions abroad under the chairman-
ship of the Foreign Minister. This
should ide a forum to sort out
ommnﬂmmh
formed coordinated position on
various important issues. However, in
the long run, it seems that an inte-
grated foreign service, as in India, is
the answer to our In other
words, all work (except Defence) in
the Missions abroad would be per-
formed by Foreign Service officials,
also be required to serve in the
Ministries they represent abroad. For
obvious reasons, such a

at present the Foreign Office is sad-  Office since then, owing mainly 10 ™ future opening and closing of would be extremely difficult w ﬁ
dled with all kinds of problems. and  lack of interest in senior officers. - Hmﬂrmd_mmqm pi:munuht moment.
hemcv is severely constrained in per-  Another lame excuse is thatthereare = . 0 because in the not too distant past, timcnfdmilqﬂuthrmht
forming its rather demanding role. Let  not enough officers to spare. Yes, it was more important than  only if the Foreign Offfice can quickly
us attempt to outline some of these s true that Foreign Service intake now no one 10 feed the 1op echelons ftﬁ‘!‘ﬂﬂ"hﬂmﬂmm- nqhqnallnmmupcningm train its officers in economic diplo-
problems. with some sug  through competitive examinations  of the Foreign Ministry with longand ~ Training, grooming and proper  Missions. However, once opened, a  macy and demonstrate hﬂﬁﬂ:
gested solutions, Firstly, Foreign has always been of good quality. medium-term policy perspectives phl:rm.tlnl:s, coupled with mcr_ita hasty closure can also be costly in @cﬂvaﬂ:gxﬂshmu{ this
Office personnel have been tradi-  However, the combined negative  based on solid in-house rescarch, based fairness across the board in  terms of the goodwill lost, the case of :
tionally misused for counterproduc-  impact of protocol duty at the cost  given that territorial desk officers matters of postings, transfers and  Brunei, for example. Eighthly, at pre- Tenthly, every Embassy should be
tive and demeaning protocol work of more substantive work, poor  arc overworked in managing routine Mmﬂtmﬂfmmﬂ sent is being done by our ghcnac‘pmﬁihhkyad}'mh
consisting of "receiving,” "looking and almost no training will  matters. Fourthly, the Foreign Office nﬂﬂxﬁﬁmﬂcmduﬂi Missions in the sphere of technology lht various aspects of tcfmﬂmic
after” and "sceing off” VIPs and se-  soon turn them into rusty swords,  must be well equipped with profes-  cers now serving in the Foreign  transfer. At a time when foreign aid is diplomacy. It should not be imposed
nior officers at the cost of time,  useless for the kind of battle outlined shn:l[:rmch writers, language edi-  Office. dwindling, technology transfer has from above but agreed upon through
money and other substantive work.  above. On the other hand, thereisso  tors interpreters to take care of My,ﬂrmmﬂm emerged as a serious source of self- fwﬁfﬂmﬂdlfﬂm}'ﬂﬂ
Essential work will always  much to be done in the the innumerable speeches, reports,  port fmﬂﬂmﬂmﬁ sustained economic developmont. Ilﬁmfm"ﬂﬁ proper
have to be done, but then why is it Foreign Service Training Institute and  translations, etc. in connection with ~ appears to no more than going  US, UK, Germany, France. Japan, wnhmmufﬂﬂsi_anarcphrm
that what could have been handled by making use of the Institute  international conferences and meet-  through d:ncnuﬂ:um.Thestrtpuns China, India and Thailand should per- should not only be in the country's in-
i Protocol Assistant must be per-  of International and Strategic Studies  ings and top-level visits. Otherwise, ~ are sometimes ‘cul and paste' exer-  haps be our main targets in theef-  terest but also help in sorting the
formed by a Counsellor, if not the by way of exhausting the internal  senior officials will get down  cises which even an Assistant can per-  fort to ensure a flow of relevant tech-  chaff from the grain. .
Ambussador himself? The situation in -~ training capacity. A dynamic Foreign  under the pressure of this at fﬂnmﬁhmdmrtmmhardly nology to Bangladesh. But this kind We have now a distinguished
this regand deteriorated to an all time  Secretary can also arrange quite a few  the cost of more important policy ~ made use of in the Foreign Office, for  of work can be done only by doctors,  committee headed by an unbiased
low during the autocratic rule.  relevant training programmes abroad. ~ formulation work. It is not at all nec- whmwﬂnmmmm engineers, scientists, etc posted in outsider with unflinching commit-
Although things have somewhat im-  There is, however, an unhealthy ten-  essary to employ these categories of ~ sures may be taken in this regard. our Missions in _thr.se countries.  ment to economic diplomacy look-
proved after 1991, much remains o dency some officers to run  people on a permanent basis. Some  These should be written through  Since we must not increase posts, the  ing into the various of the
be done. The practical solution in this  after postings rather than going for  of these services may easily be pur-  brainstorming among Embassy col- . only way out is to rationalise posts  Foreign Ministry. Hopefully, this
regard scems to be to frame unam-  training abroad for obvious short  chased from the market. A pool may  leagues under the guidance and en- where there is scope. This is perhaps ~ Committee will be thorough in its
biguous detailed rules to minimize  term pecuniary reasons. Also, senior  be created, and as and when required,  couragement of the Ambassador. pih*-lhllt' in the case of some posts in work, and come up with practical
protocol through wide ranging con-  officials generally feel slighted if  such services could be procured on a These should be short and crispand  1the Missions held presently by recommendations.
m— -
which will go a long way in providing  toratc is unhappy because he is notin - served in the regimes of the two gen-  should not have been taken into the
much needed protein for all and  the government. What does this ac-  crals as minister and ambassador, did  military because all of them in a way
pazila sundry. nially imply. only time will say. not seem (o have read the book  were "collaborators’. He said
Sir, "DCC may destroy 7000  towns where they are badly required. It may not be out of place to But why can't our society have  properly. The result was thathe did  Moudud had no right to talk about
scized rickshaws” was the heading of [ further the DCC, if possible, mention here that supply of saplings  tolerance enough to see his talentas  what many people do in such circum- because he had served the
a news published in The Daily Saron  while the rickshaws the owner-  at a subsidized rate by the Forest  an author and read his book in the  stances. He simply played it out by  dictators. If so, what about those
1.07.95. The good part of the news s cum- rs be identified and the  Department is producing good result.  spirit it had been written? What kind ~ waffles. But he made a vital point  who had changed a democratic con-
that of more than one lakh unlicenced rickshaws be returned to them direct-  This is worth emulating by the Fish-  of argument is it that he has forfeited  clear — Ziaur Rahman did not take  gritution into a one-party monolith in
rickshaws. 7000 could have so far  ing them to leave the city and to ply €ries Department. his right to write a book because of power by a military coup: the  two minutes?
been seized by the DCC. The bad part  them in the ' own district or his political past? Doesn't the holy takeover was simply thrust upon him. Simply put, Mamun's arguments
of the news is the fate (that is upazila ( if they have any!). The DCC  Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury Quran say "Hate the sin but not the It was good occasion 10 reiterate  were frivolous and his comments be-
decided by the 'higher authorities’ is also to keep vigil that the auc- Dhaka Cantonment sinner'? | know many of his scoffers  that point. trayed the outrage of an angry young
the city) of the seized rickshaws. tioned-off rickshaws do not return to will not like this reference, and may Professor A K M Mohsin of the  man not finding the world going the
Although rickshaws are environ-  the city. a continuous even try to snuff me out as a  history de of Dhaka Univer-  way he liked. He admitted that he
ment-friendly vehicles, the argument  surveillance is required to save those Moudud's book — a  "fundamentalist”. Nobody can help  sity was as much critical of the two  could not rise above bias. What he
in favour of plying more rickshawson  rickshaws review of the them if they settle for being congeni-  generals as of Moudud. But he criti-  perhaps did not realisc was that re-
the busy city roads is no more ten- ' . tal myopics. cised Moudud for saying nothing  vyiew is not a biased man's job.
able. Therefore the authorities of the M A S Molla reviewers Moudud Ahmed has tried rather new. He bemoaned because the The losuc is the consents
capital are indeed innotallow-  Member, BAAS, Dhaka Sir, Moudud Ahmed has stirredup  assiduously to piece together a  book did not contain any classified  of the book written by Moudud, and
ing more rickshaws, especially the il the hornet's nest enough. His latest  chronology of events that have dom-  information. What kind of so-called o Moudud himself. Condemn him
legal ones, on city roads. But should Fish hatcheries book "Democracy and Challenge of  inated the sad history of a country  classified information he had ex-  for his political past and torture him
crush rickshaws by bulldozers? . Development: A study of politicsand  where two presidents, including the  pected of the book was not clear. with every refinement of cruelty for
and the environment as a fish in the country. This has pushed  has drawn fire from all corners since  assassinated. He has also given an  ing Sun, spoke in perfect Queen's  ryle in this country. But please do not
whole? What is the material differ-  fish prices up beyond any reasonable  its lunching on June 3. elaborate account of General Ershad,  English, but he seemed to have read  gyerlook the fact that the Oxford
ence between a rickshaw ali- limit. If fish fries can be made avail Awami League chief Shqi!dl the man who ruled us for nine years only one chapter of the whole book has taken up the book for
cence and the one without able to farmers at a cheaper rate, this  Hasina has branded him as a political  after seizing power in a military coup. aid thonbors b st siakee 8 Having spent nearly two
Bangladesh has to import most of the is likely to enhance fish production  mcoat, although she did not clearly  Many of the details are just trifle and ew. H "he admitted that  and half decades of my life in that
raw materials and some of the pre-  toa extent very quickly. This  deny that she had gone on a long  many are questionable. But thereare |, the book only g:bh.lamquitrfanﬂizrwhhllu
pared parts of rickshaws from foreign  canbe by setting up one hatch-  drive with General Ershad duringthe  many more which Moudud alone ¢ ¢ As an old hand who has | of quality it demands. Moudud
countries. The few indigenous mate- ery in each union of the country by  military ruler's years in powerinabid  could relate with authority because long thaee o s ioaal jour- Ahmed has emerged to meet such
riahimhudingwmdmalwrﬂf the Fisheries This will no MMHMM of his tﬂﬂkW“ pent ks b hawe that standard.
scarce. Then how the country can af- doubt involve subsidy from the gov- Some Jatiya Party members are  was. All those details would never “"H""'I | “@M‘m" “""H“' :
ford to destroy this wealth! ernment but is worthwhile in view of  apparently furious and are scheming  have seen the of the day had he it fully is no evaluation at all. reading Aninns Ak
The news item also disclosed that its tremendous potential in - for an onslaught on Moudud for ex-  not written the Mizanur Rahman Shelly, another ~ Dhanmandi, Dhaka
such seized rickshaws were auctioned tion, employment and income gener-  posing General Ershad and thus knif- But the review of his book on e
off in the past. Why doesn't the DCC ation. ing the party at the back. Whether  june 3 was As one who ﬂfhwm “mlf Nine imteliects:
do the same at Perhaps the Government is providing subsidy  Moudud is strong enough to with-  was in the of the audience by ;- ml m’ e i I
problem of the seized rick- to the tune of crores of taka to dif-  stand that assault remains to be seen.  chance and had eventually managed il his own position "Bengal M
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