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COLOMBO, July 14: Tamil rebels
killed at least 50 soldiers in their first
counter-attack on Sri Lankan armed
forces today as they pierced forward
defence lines and shot down an air
force plane. the military said, reports
Rewter.

Security forces were engaged in

il heavy ' ‘hand-to-hand combat” in ter-
- i W ritory they captured carlier this week
. | from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Ectam (LTTE) in the northern Jaffna
i Peninsula. a military spokesman said.
L "We must have lost at least 50
: ; soldiers and they also must have suf-
fered heavy casualties. Although we
have no firm figures.” he said.
The ing was in an arca cap-

tured by troops from the LTTE during
"Operation Leap Forward” launched
on Sunday

Ry The military said in a statement
gl ¥ | homeland in the north and east, at-
tacked the new defence lines at
“Fighting still continues and

hence casualty figures cannot be re-

leased at present.” the statement
said.

Early today the rebels shot down
an air force Pucara ground attack air-
craft. killing the pilot, the military

“A two-seater fighter ground air-
crafi ... which flew in to support the
mmndtmnp&waashntdnwnbya

suspected missile,” it said.

The plane crashed within the de-
fended area and the remains of the
pilot and the plane were recovered. In
April, the rebels shot down two age-
ing British-made AVRO transport
planes with missiles, killing more than
100 servicemen.

Thrﬁ;n:hnmhndam
post near Eravur in Batticaloa
in the eastern part of the

International
US blames Tigers for violence

launches counter-attack,
downs air force jet

a vehicle carrying troops in the north,
the spokesman said. Four soldiers
were wounded.

Relief workers and church offi
cials say atleast 150 civilians have
been killed and hundreds wounded in

m:ﬁur;mm

of the Church of South India today
called for an immediate halt to fight-
ing in the rebel-held northern penin-
sula where he said hundreds of thow
sands of Tamils were fleeing shelling
and bombing raids.

mmm
said that if any governmeént peac
pachg:mtuwurthﬁcm
the must be allowed to return
to their

AFP adds from Washington:
Tamil se are most to blame
for the in Sri Lanka, where
government forces have launched an
offensive to crush the rebellion, a

State Department spokesman said
Thursday.
"The Sri Lankan government

faces terrible challenges from the
Tamil Tigers, and the Tamil Tigers
have been for the most
re atrocities over the past

of weeks and months,” State

Department spokesman Nicholas

“We condemn the acts of terror-
ism by that group. and
hope that the of Sri
Lanka will be 0 contain this vio-
lence,” he said.

The : refused to con-
demn the of a Roman
Catholic church Sunday by the Sri
Lankan air force in the northern
Jaffna Peninsula. Sixty people were
killed in the bombring,

"We know that the Sri Lankan
government is looking into that par-
ticular incident in which its own
forces may have been involved,” he
said, :
"We condemn the death of the

, but we know that the Sri

government is looking into
that incident.” he said.

..............

___________

ThL bpace bhuttle Dmmver}r llftE ﬂff Thur..==.~dsmjg.F frum
Kennedy Space Centre's launch pad 39-B. The
Discovery, with a five-person crew, begins a planned
eight-day mission to place a Tracking and Data Relay

satellite in orbit while conducting science and
astrunumwrnjecta. — AFP/UNB photo

3 Romanians held in Bu

est :
mmmmmmammﬁ.
were found by customs authorities and arrested in Budapest Thursday,
authorities said, AFP report from Budapest.
The authorities found the Romanians when the truck was opened in
Budapest in order to load more merchandise, they said.

7mg‘s shot dead in Tripura :
and killed seven and a civilian in an ambush in the
lufthumrn Indian state of Tripura, the Press Trust of India (PTT)

reported Friday, AFP reports from New Delhi.
Seven other were injured in the attack late Thursday at

civil war.

Hw mthm l’nme Minister Fﬂuatm Twagulramungu (R) greets UN qE{I'ELELI'}' General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali upon his arrival at Kigali Airport Thursday. Ghali 1s on the
first leg of his Africa tour, which will take him to Angola, Burundi,
Ghali's two-day visit coincides with the first anniversary of the end of the Rwandan

Ethiopia. Boutros

— AFP/UNB photo

Dhalai region by the National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), which is

w-rmdt the tiny state from India, the news agency said.

Hamas leader jailed : aa s miltary

court sentenced a leader of the Islamic Resistance Movement { Hamas) to
ﬁ-ﬂ-hﬂumhmmmmm
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Mmmﬂ Tomiichi Muram was
Violence clmms 80 in S Africa : | deeply spit today over whether the
people have died in factional and criminal violence in | country should put a tight lid on
Hmmw Kwazulu-Natal during the past week, police | growth in its defence spending , re-
-1 said on Thursday, Reuter reports from Durban, South Africa. ports Reuter.
i 3 . . The schism emerged after
4 Heat wave Kills 10 in US: 4 hext wave | Murayamass Socialist Party proposed
4  that scorched the Plains for a sixth straight day Thursday has claimed at | on Thursday that Japan should keep
1 least 10 lives, derailed a freight train with rail warping of 112 | defence budget growth below 0.855
. Mmﬁhrmh:i[{-idqmc:hnu)mdklkdcauk leaving them |} per cent in the next fiscal year begin-
-4 rotting - even bursting — in their pens, AP from New York. ning in April 1996.
P The system was moving eastward and it was expected to stay the Japan's military spending got a
.4 weekend over the eastern half of the nation. mere 9.855 per cent boost in the cur-
v rent fiscal year - the smallest rate of
Seoul ci  scoul | growth since 196061 - to 4.72 trillion
City Mayor Chosoon Friday mistake in the | ven (54.2 billion dollars).
count of those missing in a department mCﬂIhpﬁ:hlScmﬂptdm= "We can't restrain spending
finger at old habits and from Seoul. growth to below 0.855 per cent,"

Meanwhile, thtnmﬂrnwddﬂhmﬂﬁnmﬂn Sampong department
store : rose to 206 after rescuers sifting through the rubble dug out
'lll:m overnight and early Friday.

Koichi Kato, who heads the Policy
Affairs Council in the Conservative
- Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), said

today. "We must have.a full discus-
ﬂmwihﬂtml‘lﬂr

However, Socialist leaders includ-
ing Murayama showed no signs of
making concessions to the LDP, the
senior coalition partner,

"Our arms reduction policy has
been fixed," Murayama told re-

porters.
The three coalition parties - the

Yeltsin phones PM

from sick bed

MOSCOW, July 14: Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin on Thursday had a
telephone conversation from his
hospital bed with Prime Minister Vik-
tor Chernomyrdin in which they dis-
cussed Chechnya and the political
and economic situation, reports AFP.

Yeltsin has been in hospital since
Tuesday with 2 heart ailment.

Japan's ruling coalition splits
over defence spending

Socialists, their cold war foes the LDP
and the Sakigake Party - agreed when
they formed their government in June
last year to keep defence budget
growth down to 0.9 per cent.

-defence
forces (military) in order to shore up
relations with the LDP.

Japan has not reduced defence
spending year-on-year since the birth
of the country's military after the
1950-53 Korean War.

Its defence spending currently
ranks among the world's highest, but
the Defence Ministry says more than
half of total outlay goes on wages and
other ; €xpenses.

The squabble broke out just as
the unwidely coalition needs to show
unity for July 23 upper house of par-
liament elections.

Floods kill 10 in Western Ti.u'lﬂem5
Flood waters caused by heavy rain swept away seve
southern mmm ﬁgkxaldcﬂh atl&astlﬂ
Governor said on reports from Turkey.
I‘hﬁmﬂw&hdmdn:ﬂmksﬁm?mbvmuntﬁniﬂutht
town, burying 200 houses under water as decp as 2 meters (more than 6
feet). The death toll could rise as the rescue teams clear the disaster area,
said. Around the country, 14 have died in the past week in the
mMuhGZm

Kurdish rebels kidnap Japanese:

Kurdish rebels on F kidna
s on Friday ppcdajnpﬂ:mmurist southeastern

The rebels blocked a ﬁmmmmﬂ

ﬂtﬂﬁﬂhmhmﬂmmwhﬁq passenger
. bus to come to a stop, the dispatch said. g .
for their

While the rebels were munrffmmthe
cause, mﬂhmmmhﬁmhmm , taking with them a
passenger, A Japanese diplomat said the embassy
not aware of the abduction, o

Blasts kill 6 in China : rwoblss intwo

days in an east coast Chinese city have killed six people and injured 13,
mﬁqmmtﬁ:ﬂmmiﬂﬂdﬁnﬂmﬁﬂzf,ﬂmm&nm

On Sunday, an in a chemical factory one woman worker. The

e - S

biast started a fire in which 13 other workers were burned, eight of them se-
riously, Shanghai's Xinmin Evening News reported in its Thursday editions.

_The next day, a blast in a warehouse leveled a two-story and killed
five Rescue workers unearthed a two-year-old child after seven
“hours of efforts. He was unhurt, the paper said.

Lhe Dutch UN observation post Foxtrot in Srebrenica.

Dutch UN soldiers carry the coffin of 25-year-old Dutch UN soldier Raviv Van Renssen,
Thursday in Loenen, the Netherlands, during his funeral at the war cemetery.
Hundreds of people attended the funeral of Van Renssen who was killed July 8 outside

— AFP/UNB photo

| Clinton okays

closure of 105

military bases

WASHINGTON, July 14: Presi-
dent Bill Clinton approved Thursday
the closure or consolidation of 105
military bases, accepting the
recominendations of an
commission whose judgement he an-
\FP.

e commission's recommenda-
tions put the president in a political
corner, leaving him little option but
to close bases in such electorally vital
states as Californda and Texas,

Infuriated. Clinton heatedly ac-
cused the defence base closure and
rezdigniment comumission for failing 1o
consider the economic impact of
their recommendations, calling it "an
outrage.”

Ihe commission s list inchaded 79
bases singled out for closure and 26
vthers for consolidation, which the
panel says would save 19.3 billion
dollars over 20 years — 323 million
dollars more in savings than Clinton's
initial plan.

Mann repeats
demand for Sikh

homeland
AMRITSAR, July 14: Senior de-

Talking to news in the.dis-
trict courts here where he was brought
from Patiala for judicial remain in a
case under TADA yesterday, Mann
expressed anguish over discarding of
the Amritsar Declaration by leaders
like Akali Dal president Prakash Singh
Badal and said he would not accept
any post in the party till this aim was
retained.

In this respect, he said, he was
not with the role of the acting
head priest of Akal Takht, Prof Man-

Singh.

The acting head priest had not
stood on declaration which was a de-
cision of the supreme Sikh seat of
Akal Takht, Mann added.

Gingrich wants
UN confce venue
moved from

China

WASHINGTON, July 14: House
leader Newt Gingrich says the United
States should try to move the United
Nations Conference on Women out
nfﬂcﬂhginprmﬂhmnrw
violations in China,

He also warned th:Hnmt

cancel funding for the US dele-
E“”’““‘“’m‘m
been asked to lead.

In the Senate, a conservative and
a liberal senator issued a joint letter
saying China should lose its
favourable status.

In an interview with The Washing-
mnTiuu:s, cited the news-

s report State Department

warned women planning to
attend the convention that the
United States could not planning to
attend the convention that the
United States could not guarantee
their safety and that they should not
rhkhrhlghgﬂ:lkshlnﬂttm
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SRINAGAR. July 14 : Separatist
militants i five Western

in Kashmir urged the cap-
to win their relcase by persuading
india to free 21 jailed rebels, reports
AP,

In a wele call 1o The
Associated Press, the little-known Al
Faran Muslim rebel threatened
once again to the five male
hostages by Saturday evening if their
demand is not met.

The call was belicved 1o be gen-
uwine because the unidentified Al
Faran spokesaman used a pre-arranged
code.

W ives or girlfriends of four of the
five hostages held a news conference
in Srinagar on Thursday . urging the
captives to free the hostages : an
American, two Britons, 2 German and

a Norwegian.
“We assare the ladies that the

| India must meet demands
| by today; says kidnappers

bﬂmnﬁmﬁnﬂfnﬁfﬁqh&
been trying 10 contact the rebels for
days. but so far have been unable to
reach them

“We are making a last disch effort
to somchow reach the
but it appears they don't want 1o talk
1o the government directly,” said the
senior Indian official who is coordi-
nating the cfforts o free the
hostages.

"‘Our first priority is to get in
touch with them and vie for some

more time." said the official whe
cannot be named.

“ew Dethi-based diplomats from
the United States. Britain, Germany
dwmw-h
the summer capital of jJammu

Kashmir state. 10 consult with the
Indian officials.

In another development Friday,
the Amnesty International human
rights group joined the state' s Muslim
g A e e g

aran o captives
immediately

The are : Donald
Hutchings, 42, of S

BRASILIA. Brazil, A Brazilian cow and three heifers died of drug over-
88 pounds (40 kilograms ) of marijuana, a newspaper re-

, says Rewter.

.mmmﬂmmw

(oulart found bricks of

plastic-wrapped marijuana hidden in a farm pen
near the southern city of Porto Alegre.

He thought they were a strong-smelling alfalfa and fed them to the ani-

mals. scrapping and all

e cow and heifers died on Saturday and a polices drug unit and a ver-

erinarian confirmed the cause of death was |
good that the cow wasn't giving milk. Just think, if you had

"It was

overdoses,

drunk it vou would end up stoned.” Goulart said.

He took three and a half years
to learn the shocking truth!

BOUNTIFUL UTAH, July 14: Only after police arrested his wife for
credit card fraud did Bruce Jensen learn the shocking truth his wife of three

and a half years is 2 man, reports AFP.

I feel pretty stupid Jensen, 39, said in an interview with the standard

examiner of Ogden Utah.

His “wife," Felix Urioste, 34, was jailed for bilking Jensen out of 40,000
dollars by fraudulantly obtaining credit cards in his name. Police calling

Jensen incredibly naive, said Urioste was able to
Jensen never saw him naked and because he

off the sham because
like a woman. Urioste

reportedly faked pregnancy after one sexual encounter, leading to the

couple’s marriage.

After that authorities said, the couple essentially remained celibate.

Mkndﬂul!rnﬂﬁhhmﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂc—:

told the
one within rifle range.

against Urioste is over Jensen

he would crawl in a hole for a few years and not let any-

World's oldest footprints

mm“::rmmmmm:'
believed to be the oldest in the world, that prove giant sea creatures
living on land 30 million years earlier than

Scientists fmm&ciﬂﬁﬂraﬂmﬂmmm&rfmm&

cight creatures, inchuding those

a six-foot (two-meter) long poi-

a five-foot (1.5 meter) centipede and a six-inch (15 cm)

cockroach, at Kalbarri, 365 miles (590 km) north of Perth last week.

Paleontologist Ken McNamara said Thursday the find was significant
because if shattered the widely held view that the first creatures to evolve

from the sea were herbivores.

McNamara said the tracks found last week

to creatures that

roamed the earth about 430 million years ago, long before the known exis-

tence of
by eating each other, he said.

The
mites and small

previous earliest known existence of terrestrial creatures, such as
was in England about 400 million years ago.

Mcﬁanunsaidthmqiﬂ:ctypcsnfhﬁprhﬂsﬁmuﬂhﬂmhhﬂ

been identified as euth

ycarinoids and arthroplcurids, which

were creatures that lived in the sea about 430 million years ago.
The tracks of up to five other creatures had also been found near a
river. »ix miles (10 km) from the coast, but it was not yet known what type

of vreatures made them.

| Suu Kyi bears no ill-will

towards military junta

LONDON, July 14: Myanmar op-
position leader Aung San Suu Kyl said
in an interview published today that
she bore no ill-will towards the mili-
tary that held her under house
arrest for six years, reports AFP.

Spuh:gln'l‘ltnﬂyl'w
following the lifting of the restric-
tions this week, she said "I truly feel
no ill- will towards my captors. This is
not just something I'm saying to be
tactful or di
times wonder why that is."

She said she had concluded it was
partly because she associated the

Myanmar army with her father Aung
San, who secured Myanmar's inde-

pendence from Britain.

"Most of my photos show my fa-
ther in uniform so 1 grew up thanking
of the army as part of the %

Aung San Suu Kyi also said the
conditions of her detention were
qnlemkﬂhk.

"l have to confiess that 1 really did
not find it very difficult to be on my

plomatic. I myself some--

own, Of course, | missed mvy family
and my colleagues, but | tried not to
think about that I knew there were
peuple suffering much more than
me." !

sltsulﬂralwa}%mc;l}'ﬂ
her day with an hour of medi-
mmhn it was partly a matter of self
butilisalm;mdmmni-

tate that early when it is still very,

(Juiet.

“Paradoxically I know it sounds
funny but often 1 would find I did not
have enough time for everything,”

She said "she ate regularly, but
never very much. the thing about be-
ing alone is that you do lose your in-
terest in food. Cooking for myself
was no fun at all

Aung San Suu Kyi added, I look
upon these past six vears as
been a chance to experience a
of life that not many people have, at
the end of it she felt “not different
but stronger and better.”

v TIran calls for

» .emergency OIC’
' . - GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip, July 14: Some Hamas leaders have begun
et OVEr BOsnia | 1o i shas i il iking cpcaly hovt the aced 1o
_mmm),”}gn l on the defensive as Isracli and PLO  prepare for parncipnli:; in
"/ las called for an emergency meeting | peacemakers forge ahead, are signal  Palestinian general elections that are
 of the OIC coritact group to deal | ing that they are ready to abandon (o be held this fall. Until recently,
with the plight of hu- | violence and instead challenge the Hamas leaders said they would boy-
| -Iz:' and | PLO chief in the political arena, re-  cott the balloting, that if they
! has to host such a meeting, | ports AP. ran for office it acceptance
Ispacli military officials concur of the Israel-PLO autonomy accord.
that the Hamas and Islamic Jihad But there have been reports in
m suicide bomb-  he last three months that Hamas and
hmcﬂmm islamic Jihad have been talking with
temporarily laid  Acafar's Palestinian Authority.
"We - repeatedly told the
. However, one official cautioned :

| Thursday, "it is always pessible for m’“ﬁ“kumn
some insane splinter group to arisc i Sctivities. We
that no one has control over.” -0 . party,’ Ghazi
Hamad, editor of the Hamas move-
The change in tactics emerged  ment's Al Watan . told The

" gradually in recent weeks, and Associated Press
ﬂhﬂmﬁoﬂhﬂﬁi Hmhdnﬁnﬂi“h
mm work together with the Palestinian
Mﬂumm state," Emad Falouji, a Hamas

spokesman.

A top Israeli military source,
speaking on condition of
sudmcrehawhcenftwcramch
and attempts by both Hamas and
Istamic Jihad.

Some Israelis fear, however, that
the less violent approach may be only
temporary.

. A leaflet sent recently
#miuibr}hm ar-dvlL
ttd as mur:h Tt
"decided to decrease temporarily

military pperations” in order to ﬂn
the Palestinian Authority a chance to

restore the West Bank (io Palestinian
control)."

Analysts say the militants made
the switch after they realised that the
des viole o5

pite nt campaign to
scuttle peace moves. Violence has
killed 124 Israelis since the

| Extremists ready to give up arms to face Arafat

September 1993 signing of the first
Israel PLO accord. ;

Now that a semndagucmnl
appears imminent on
m&mmmﬂmwum
the militants fell they have

more to gain by challenging Arafat in
clections than in the street.

It is not clear whether the move
away from violence means the mili
mhmﬂimnpuppu&hnm
pucﬂm new ap-
of elements that might be willing to
accept an accommodation with

"Hamas onderstands that there is
a workable agreement, that there is a
strong (Palestinian) authority. All
Hamas has done the agree

ment did not (stop) the F
cess," said Ziad Amr, 2 ﬁ
lyst at the West 's Bir Zeit

University.

Facing the prospect of compet
ing for votes, lﬁmfundammtﬂim
have become more attuned to
Palestinian frustration with attacks

that have brought painful Isracli
countermeasures, such as the closer
of the West Bank and Gaza. The
travel bans have kept tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians from jobs in

Isracl
for their bad economic conditions,”
Amr said.

After the April 9 suicide bomb-

Israel gave Arafat an ultimatum

umm:ﬂhﬂ

or forget about taking control in
West Bank. He has since arrested
more than one hundred leading ac-
tivists and has also established secret
military tribunals that tried and sen-
tenced more than a dosen militants.

Arafat has not fully enforced a
ban on unauthoried weapons, but
PLO police have limited the opposi-

politseatiy

ground.

The Isracli military source at-
tributed the militants' moderation to
Arafat's "firm hand."

The source said that the groups’
leadership may not fully control every
guerrilla with a gun or knife. However,
the decision to
tacks could the
that have wreaked the most damage
and eroded support in Israel for the
peace talks.

PLO leaders acknowledge that
their crackdown resulied from lsracts
insistence that it would implement

the autonomy agreements only after
the violence ceased.

"We have wasted a year," said
Hisham Abdel-Razek, a top PLO of
ficial in Gaza. "We cannot tolerate
this policy of terror antacks, any
more. Enough is enough.”

'l lakh Sudanese
troops stand-by
to defend Halaib’

KHARTOUM, July 14: Sudanese
head ol state Lieutenant General
Omar Al-Beshir said more than
100,000 troops were standing by to
defend Halaib. 2 region on the Red
sea 10 which Egypt has laid claim, re-
ports AFP.

He said the troops had
Thursday from the Popular Defence
Force Camps in castern Sudan state
and were ready w defend the nation
against "colonialist aggression”.

Addressing a rally in Red Sea state
in the cast of the country, Beshir said
Egypt had cut off the water supplics
to civilians in the Halaib area in a
“mean and futile move 0 subjugate
the citizens of Halaib®,

‘A message for those whio kneel
before the Americans and the
Zionists, Sudan will never be fright-
encd by the provocations ” he sald



