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BRDB to disburse Tk175cr credit

tion of saplings. siab latrine, hand mmﬁrmﬂmwrﬂumlhm

Bangladesh Rural Development
H{m}nﬂl disburse Taka 175
crore as credit through its six rural
poer project (RPP) in 1995-96, re-
ports BSS.

A broad press release said here
yesterday unn had launched a
massive

The
ilies would be financed by the gov-
erament and different donor agen-
cies.

The press release said at present
58 per cent of 12.16 lakh persons were
covered under credit facilities of RPP
of BRDB which was higher than the
rate in 1994-95.

The loan recovery rate under RPP

is 98 per cent, it added.

During 199495 small dairy farms,
poultry farms, pisciculture, cattle fat-
tening, handicrafts, pottery, tailor-
ing, nursery and small trade have been
established for income generation
and scif-employment. The members
of the assetless families made a
tal of Taka cight crore three
through their small savings.

In order to address the environ-
mental 16 lakh sapling have
been raised by the assetless members.
Fmﬂrm:im-ﬁﬂu

agencies roadside tree was
nutmhmhlmkmﬂmdhm
ject area, it said.

In 1995-96 financial year rural
poor programme of BRDB has taken

up a massive programme in planta-

tubewell for safe water, improved
chula (stove ), nurseries, excavation
of derelict ponds for pisciculture and
various income generation activitics.

from credit operation and

the projects have under-

taken a training pro-
during 199596 which involve

skill development training for two
lakh 78 thousand members of asset-
less group, human resource develop-
ment training and awarencss raising
courses for one lakh 20 thousand

group members. The training pro-
gramme as initiated under BRDB's ru-

during 1995-96 of which ~ix are
poverty alleviation projects. namely:
production and employment project
( PEP), rural dt-w:hpnum 9 project,
rural poor cooperative project, RD-12
project, rural poverty pro-
gramme (and) women's programme,
In addition to this BRDB is going to
implement greater Noakhali rural
poor cooperative support project in
1995-96.

The aim of these poverty allevia
tion projects is (0 mobilise assetless
people and organise them into coop-
erative societies and informal groups,
assist in their social development
through training and other inputs and
provide them with credit for income
generating activities,
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Falilur Rahman hnwdhuw "ﬂandging Director of Janata Bank sp-uke at the man;tgerm

conlerencee of the bank under Narayangan) area reecently. Golam Mustafa, Deputy
Managing Ihrector of the bank.is also seen in the picture.

WB will provide

assistance for
information

infrastructure

WASHINGTON, July 14: The
World Bank in association with other
public and private donors, is to pro-
vide technical assistance to develop-
ing and ecohomies for
the communications and information
sector at global, regional and national
levels, says PT1.

A two-day conference on infor-

mation infrastructure and
opportunities in the developing
world, organised by the World Bank
group, opened here yesterday to
assess the rapid ongoing change in in-

The ¢onference would also dis-
cuss the role of the World Bank to
help its member countries, particu-
larly the poorest, to fully benefit from
the information revolution, a bank
press release said.

About 100 senior business execu-
tives, World Bank and

other experts are participating in the
conference.

Inaugurating the conference, the
World Bank Vice President for Fi-
nance and Private Sector Develop-

ment, Jean Francois Rischard, said,

"have heard State

Clinton admn to Congress

Help extend spending
power in Gaza

WASHINGTON. July 14: The
Clinton administration asked
Congress on Thursday to let it con-
tinve helping pay for government op-
erations and economic development
in Gaza and Palestinian-controlled ar-
eas of the West Bank, reports AP.

The request received a boost
from 600 American rabbis, who pre-
sented members of Congress with a
letter asking them to extend the

The Rabbis, saying they represent
all segments of the American Jewi
population, described the authorisa-
tion expiring July 22 as "a key element
in the fight t terror” and "an
important and effective diplomatic
tool for moving the peace process
forward." '

Already extended for 45 days, the
Middle East Peace Facilitation Act
boosts Yasser Arafat's Palestinian
Authority, established 13 months ago
thrtmgh US-sponsored negotiations

s Palestine Liberation
Drganm and Israel. The areas it

"This legislation is a key element
underpinning our assistance pro-
gram,” luchard E-:uh of the State

ey cun?mcc Argnd of the

h.ulu:l
of seriously

Msa:pmh

In carlier US lawmakers
assess-
ments that Arafat lacked the political
will and his police lacked the training
and expertise to crack down on
Palestinian groups bent on aborting
peace moves violence.
Roth, head of the department's

fairs, reported Thursday "remarkable
achicvements” toward greater
Palestinian security enforcement,
heightening Israeli confidence to ac-
commodate Palestinian needs.

The administration wants a
"longer-term extension (of the
spending law) while permitting us to
continue our leading role in the donor
effort’ for the Palestinians, Roth
said.

State Department and congres-
sional experts are negotiating an ex-
tension, said department spokes-

Agency for International
Deve , warned the senators
that even with continued spending
authority there remains a huge
amount of ground to cover.
“Unfortunately, the peace divi-

‘dend expected by many Palestinians

has not yet been reflected in eco-
nomic conditions in Gaza and the
West Bank," she said. "Slow foreign
investment, border closures and high
uncmphyntmmdlndm:mpkw
ment have exacerbated
trﬂiunwithihcﬂuwpu:cafnegni
ations.

"I Palestinians are now

| office of Isracl and Arab-Israeli af-

AJ:hug 1‘1 esident of the Federation ﬂf Bladesh Chamher uf Cummerce and Industr:,r
(FBCCIlJ) Rashiduzzaman Dudu seen addressing the installation ceremony of the '95-96

Executive Committee of Bangladesh Refrigeration and Airconditioning Banik Samity at
Nipsom auditorium ;in the city yesterday.
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Nestle
Asia-Oceania
chiet due today

Michael W O Garrett. Head of
Noestle Asti-Oceania Zone. arrives in

the city todiv on a tour-day visit to
Bangladesh, suvs a pross release,
Special Envoy of Prime Minister

M Morshed Khan will receive Garrett
with officials of Nestle Bangladesh
Limited at the Zia International

| Airport. During his visit Garrett will

have separate meetings with Foreign
Minister A S M Mustafizur Rahman,
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman.
and Commerce and Information
Minister M Shamsul Islam.

Garrett will visit the Nestle fac-
tory located at Sripur in Gazipur dis-
trict where conunercial tion of
Nestle Bangladesh Limited started in
1954, -

Garrett will discuss the future in-
vestment programmes of Nestle in
hq.}hdr:ﬂh and will also hold discus-
sions on production and marketing

- related issues with the company offi-

cials,

Nestle Bangladesh Limited is a
subsidiary company of Nestle SA
Switzerland which is the food
company in the world.Nestle has 494
factories worldwide spreading over
all five continents,

China insurer
pays out $ 12m
- for tloods

BEIJING, July 14: The People's
hmmecnmpam'nfﬂﬂm(m}
has paid nearly 100 million ynan
(12.05 million dollars) in compensa-
tion for damage by floods so far this
year, the official Financial News said
yesterday, reports Reuter.

The state-owned insurance com-
pany has sent 1,000 work teams to
Hunan province, to help recover
property and to assess losses, it said.

In Hunan alone, 320 work teams
saved 500 million (60.24 million
dollars) worth of property from
homes covered by PICC policies, the
newspaper said.

The teams recovered a total of
umhmm{lzﬂ;lﬂﬂimdnﬂhﬁ}
worth of property in all flood-ravaged
provinces, it said.

Biswas seeks more private
investment in health sector

President Abdur Rahman Biswas
vesterday Laid emphasis on more pri-
vate sector investment in health sec-
tor to strengthen the country's medi-
care facilities and extend it to the
grass rool kevel, reports UNS.

‘Wealthy people of the country

| mayf sct up more trusts like Ibn Sina

. tmtpmd modern medicare system”,
| he said while distributing the Ibn Sina
' awards at Hotel Sheraton in
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President Biswas urged the elite
section of society and the trusts like
Ihn Sina 1o come forward in aid of
the floud affected people.

"The government alone cannot
ensure all medicare support o the af
fecied people. People's participa-

tion is a must for successful imple-
mentation of the government plans
aimed at social welfare”, he told the
function,

I'urning to the private sector clin-
ics and medical colleges, Biswas said
the people have expectation that the

service will always get priority than
that of business,

Referring to Ibn Sina, who was
Roval Physician and two times Minis-
Itf{ﬂ'drdtnhmm Biswas
those who had contribu-
tions 1o the field of medical science.

Biswas said every religion had
given priority 0 humanitarian service
0 ensure peaceful life and sirengthen

welfare activities in the society.
Presided over by Chairman of Tbn
sina Trust Advocate Mujibur Rahman,
the function was also addressed by Dr
Abdul Majid Mollah. Dr Mr Khan and

I.

FAO okays use of

growth hormones -

in food production
despite EU ban

ROME. Julv 14: The Unised Na-
Iﬂ:ﬂfﬂliﬂ Aurxculture Organisa
- tion (FAO) said yesterday it had ap-
proved the use of

hormones in food de- -

" speic 2 Furopean Union ban on such

D Salman. National Professor Dr Nu-

rul islam and Senior Scientist of ICD-
DRE Dr Md Rafiqul islam presented
two papers in the programme.

Earlier. president Biswas dis-
tributed Tbn Sina Padak to the Na-
tional Professor Dr Nurul Islam, Porf
\bddul newid Mollah and Dr Rafiqul Is-
lam for their contribu-
tions to the country’s health sector.
The Padak includes a crest, certifi-
cate and a check of Tk 50,000,

UK decides to buy 67 Westland
Apache helicopters

LONDON, July 14: The govern-
ment on Thursday awarded a 2.5 bil-
| lion-pound {4hﬂhmhlhﬂcnkrh
| 67 army attack helicopters to
Britain's Westland Helicopters and
McDonnell Douglas Corp of the
United States, reports AP,

The order, one of the largest
British defence contracts of the
decade, a fierce, Iwo-year
lobbying battle among six contrac-
tors who bid, including British
Aerospace PLC and America's Boeing
Co.

Westland, a unit of GKN PLC,
joined forces with Apache's designer,
McDonnell-Douglas, for the bid.

"Subject to the negotiation of
satisfactory contract terms, we have
decided to buy 67 Westland Apache

helicopters with Rolls-Royce
engines," Defence Michael
Portillo said in a statement to
Parliament Thursday.
"They will operate, as required, in
support of the army's two armored
divisions and 24 Airmobile Brigade
and the Royal Marines,” he said.
Portillo said the Contract for
westland will benefit 180 British

companies and safeguard some 3,000
jobs.

The had come under
pressure from new French President
Jacques Chirac to choose the Tiger —
offered by Franco-German
Eurocopter allied with British
Aerospace — or risk being excluded
from future European defence initia-
tives.

75pc living below poverty
line in France

PARIS, July 14: A grim pictare of
the plight of France's poorest people
showing 75 per cent of them living be-
low the poverty line was unveiled here
this week in the first major study to
be made in a decade, geports AFP,

The report prepared by the hu-
manitarian agency Atd-Quart Monde
mhﬂdmamﬂcd?ﬂw
erished persons by a re-
search centre for the study and ob-
servation of living conditions.

It found that three had
income below the poverty threshold,
which is calculated at 3,300 francs
(685 dollars) a month, or half the av-
erage income, 60 per cent had less
than 2,800 francs per adult defined as
a unit of consumption, and 10 per
cent had absolutely no resources.

Social security payments were the
sole revenue for 49 per cent, only 29
per cent were getting wages, and
among long-term unemployed, 28 per

minimum

cent were getting

payments.

Of the sample; 18 per cent had
work, 43 per cent were
and 38 per cent of those without jobs
Were no looking for work.

Of the unemployed, 35 per cent
had been out of work from one to
five years and 19 per cent more then
five years.

Additionally, 47 per cent had no
degree qualifications (10 per cent are
illiterate), 31 per cent were in poor
health, and 56 per cent lacked perma-
Emmnwmhm-

rahmmmmw
and disadvantages, the report said
that 80 per cent suffered from at least

two and 48 per cent had three or
e,

The more vulnerable groups in-
cluded youths on their own without
work, one-parent families where the
parent had no work, and families liv-
ing in caravans,

But Portillo said the Apache has
proved its value in service with the US
Air Force,

He said Westland will assemble
the Apaches and manufacture their
transmissions at its factory in Yeowil,
southwest Rolls Royce will
build their RTM 322 engines and
Shorts, of Belfast, Northern Ireland,
will contribute Helifire anti-armor
missiles.

Portillo said the British govern-
ment also has "negotiated rights for
the maintenance and repair of
Apache in the UK and will be offering
this service to all other Apache users
in s .
Right up to Thursday morning,
defence analysts said the race was
too close to call.

Hll,mtlmcmi,ﬂlcﬁpnchesm
advanced Longbow radar system won
the day, even though the helicopter

was estimated to be the most expen- .

SIVE.

The Apache had the added at-
traction of being an "off-the-shelf’
product, while the Tiger is still i m the
prototype stage.

The Cobra Venom uﬂtrtd by
Britain's GEC-Marconi and Bell

- Helicopter Textron Inc of the US has

yet to fly, analysts say.

Boeing had teamed up with
Sikorsky, a unit of United
T of the United States, on
the RAH-66 Comanche helicopter,
but analysts had said this contender
was surrounded with doubts about its
delivery date and funding.

The award will mean increased
annual profit of 12 million pounds
(19.2 million dollars) to Westland
during the production phase from
1997 to 2003 and 5 million pounds (8
million dollars) a year during the 30-
year life of the helicopters, from 2000
to 2003, according to estimates by
the London brokerage Smith New
Court.

Gulf states need to invest more

to raise crude output in 10 yrs

ABU DHABI, July 14: Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf oil h need
to invest tens of billions of dollars to

1 boost their crude output capacity in

the next 10 years to avert a
supply crisis, experts said yesterday,
reports AFP.

The kingdom and its ne
Iraq, Iran, Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) are expected to
provide the bulk of OPEC's capacity
increase of around 12 million barrels
per day (BPD) until the year 2005,
they said.

Total costs of such increases in
the 12-npation Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries ex-
veed 100 billion dolkar and such a high
investment could block Gulf expan
sion plans if oil prices do not im-
prove,

"0il prices should rise by at least

two dollars after the year 2000 so ex-
pansion plans will be fully imple-
mented,"” Mohammed Halawai, a
former adviser at the UAE oil min-

istry, wroke in the ministry's monthly
MaAgaAZine

"‘ﬂm. are doubts now
the financing sources for OPEC,
especially for Iraq, which will boost

capacity to 5.7 million BPD in the
vears 2005,

Figures provided by Halawi
showed the five Gulf oil giants, which
control more than 60 per cent of the
production capacity by more than
seven million BPD in the next 10

Years.

Saudi Arabia, the world's top oil
producer and exporter, will raise ca-
pacity to 11.6 million BPD from 9.6
million BPD in 1994. Capacity will rise
to five million BPD from 3.6 million
BPD in lran, 10 5.7 million BPD from
pre-war level of 3.5 million BPD in
Iraq, to 3.6 million BPD from 2.5 mil
lion BPD in Kuwait and to three mil-
lion BPD from 2.5 million BPD in the
LAE.

Meost of those countries have al
ready completed short-term expan-
sion projects that involved develop-
ment of new fields and maintaining
the capacity of others.

But some of them have an-
nounced they were pressing ahead
with ex pansions until the year 2000 in
2 bid 1 grab a bigger market share.

Saudi Arabia has just
around 1.5 billion dollars for the de-

of the giant Shaybah bor-
:;} Id that could produce 500,000

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham Nazer
has said the project, on the cards for
several years, would push up total ca-
pacity to around 10 million BPD but
he did not mention any expansion
plans beyond the year 2000,

hﬂumﬁ:m:n
ing company ADCO E
t;lmhumﬂhuﬂnnd_mh
year development plan but they did
not give details. |

Experts said the UAE was the only
iy vl e e g
nanc as it
its o partners on a 60-40 basis.
“The UAE is the only Gulf states

that has not taken full control of its

energy sector. This helps it to secure
funds, technology and markets for its
exports,” an Abu Dhabi-based oil ex-
ecutive told AFP.

ﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂlﬁ!ﬂﬁﬂ
suffering from financial
ﬂ:hhhnl :nd

the Gulf War. But some

m...'":_

4go.

Halawai, citing
timates, uumcmm
llhuﬂumhhnutrinnﬂluh
current capacity and increase it in the
next decade.

He gave no breakdown but pre-
vious studies hmMudl
costs at around 25 billion dollars in
Saudi Arabia. 20 billion dollars each in
Iran and Iraq and over 10 billion dol
lars each in Kuwait and the UAE.

The five gulf states, with reserves
of around 650 billion barrels, currently
produce nearly 16.4 million BPD and

could exceed 28 million BPD
fully carried out expansion
and demand remained high.

Halawai said the capacity rise
would boost OPEC's (& 3
pacity from 28.2 million BPD in 1994
to 35.9 million dollar BPD in the year
2000 and 40.2 million PBD in the year
2005. He said the remaining capacity
increase would come mostly from
venezuela, Libya and Nigeria.

Ol supplies from outside OPEC
are expected o steadily increase un-
til the year 2000. But later, they will
start 0 recede gradually and this will
make the world more dependent on
OPEC," he said.

substances. reports Rewter.
Ihe Rome-based agency said a
wurt FAO- Workd Health
o ( WHO ) Compussion
for international food H-:#H
approved “maximum residue lmmies®
o growethe promoting hormones after
tests showed they were saffe,
Veterinary drugs which
growth in animals are used
imwal producing countries sach as the
| nited vuates and Australia,” FAD
~aid ma statcment.

"The CODEX (joint FAD/WHO)
commission approved these maxi-
munn resadue levels after extensive re-
view g of soentific information had
~hww i their safety w the consamer.”

Ihe statement said the Conumis-
sion. miceting in Rome, had earfier
whopicd guidelines on measures 1o
combat the illegal use of non-ap
proved or nnsafe drugs used in food
tion. '

FAQ said the commission also
adopied standards for food addi-
v s and revised those for a variety
of commodities including rice, wheat
Howr. couscous. canned frozen and
salted fish and weight reduction for-
neka boods.
am certification at entry w:
tso  adepted.” it said. The
F A/ WHO CODEX commission has a
membership 151 countries which ac-
cotnl lur 98 per cent of world food
rade.

Brazilian bank
wants 15000
employees to

quit voluntarily

BRASILA, July 14: Facing a deficit
“of 1.8 billion dollar, Brazil's semi-of
ficial Banco do Brasil is encouraging
some 15,000 to quit vol-
untarily. If they don't, bank officials
gﬂhynﬁurt Monday, reports

The "voluntary
hﬂﬂ:‘m
bloated payroll by a billion dollars in a
new era of smaller government and
lower inflation. The involuntary pro-
gramune is to ensure the goal is met.

Banks years
of high i when prices rose as
much as 50 per cent 2 month and
Brazilians scurried to banks to pro-
tect their money. But inflation has

. fallen to 34 per cent in the past 12

months, and the banking industry is
in the midst of a shakeout.

"Some must retire and look for
new jobs," said Brazilian President
Fernando Henrigque Cardoso.
"Otherwise, the bank goes into the
mdmﬂd:lcpm[itﬂ for it

signing of an agreement to

employees with between 12 and 17
years expefience. The bank offers a
cash seitlement and 98 per cent of

Joao Camargo, Banco do Brasil's
Personnel Director, said 80 per cent
of the bank's expenses go for salaries
and benefits.

Banco do Brasil
commercial bank but ser-

vices for the especially
in farm loans and import-export reg-
istry.

Samoa's auditor
sueing PM

for corruption

APIA, July 14: Samoa's Controller
and Chief Auditor, who has charged
that there is high-level in
the government, issueing the Prime
Minister and his cabinet for suspend-
ing him, says AFP.

Su'a Rimonoi Ah Chong said here
he had filed legal aganst
Prime Minister Tofilau Eti Alesana
and the cabinet to seck a court order
"to set aside the warrent of suspen-
sion as invalid.”

He was suspended last week after
he filed a lawsuit agianst the
ment, asking the court to his

powers.
Last year's Su'a created a
controversy here with a h*
Iu:

mmu
m{ officials
that they ' h:wunmm
to do whatever they may wish w do
with public resources.”

"I am concerned that some peo-

| ple have acquired almost an

‘impunity syndrome’ them w
do all sorts of actions are

vhearty a breach of their lawful duties
and in hoss
arwd masuse of public mondes and re

- sources.” he sald
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