MARBLE MARBLE MARBLE

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF

ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICIND, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA,

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

VOL. V NO. 171

ANNOUNCEMEN
From today (e Lhily Star
starts publishing on 5 a
new series— “In Search of a Way
Out"—of interviews of legal
experts on our present
Constitutional crisis. To
contribute towards a greater

by the general
public of the Constitutional
provisions and legal issues
involved, we also today
an elaborate backgrounder
(Produced by Centre for Analysis
and Choice) which includes
relevant sections of owr
Constitution and references and
case studies from Pakistan and
India.

We hope that our readers will
find the and the
interviews of great interest. We
rge our readers to

solution™ by sending ws their
views and . s on the
Constitutional crisis.

- Inside Today

Article

Share Market
Concerns: Locked
in the Lock-ins?
Column : Beneath the
Surface

by Abdul Bayes
Page 4

Focus

Constitutional orisis
In Search of a Way
Out; and an Interview
with Shamsul Hugqg
Chowdhury, Vice
Chairman of
Bangladesh Bar
Council

Page 5
International

LTTE launches
[ counter-attack, downs
air foree jet

Japan's ruling
coalition splits over
defence spending
Page B

Business

BRDB to disburse Tk
175 er credit

145000 US defence
workers lost jobs last
year, study says
Pages 6,7

REGD. NO. DA 781

DHAKA

‘Don't rush to better ties with Yangon'

N othing has changed
under junta: Suu Kyi

YANGON, July 14: Pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi today urged
countries not 10 rush o improve rela-
tions with Myanmar following her re-
lease because ‘nothing else’ has
changed under military rule, report
\P. AFP.

All those who are interested in
democratic development in Myanmar
should wait and sec,” the Nobel
Peace Prize laureate told reporters,
“They should see what is going to
happen before they decide o change
their tactics.

‘Wi are nowhere near democracy

yet." she said. "I have been released.
that's all. There's 1 else. The si-
tuation has not changed in any other
way,'

I s interview with the New York
lines today, Suu Kyi said she did not
rule o transitional government in
which Yangon's military shared politi-

cal power with civilians,
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Power- slumgmu- something we
st look at,” she said, adding she
woukd discuss the proposal with her
supporters in the democracy move-
ment.

“I'm aware that this is what they
have done in South Africa, where they
have agreed to a transitional period,”
Suu Kyi said referring to the power
sharing arrangement reached between
black and white South Africans prior
to last year's clections,

‘And 1 think it's been far more
successtul than some people had
thought.” she added.

Suu Kyi also said she saw a role for
the military in a future Myanmar be-
cause every group had a right to be
represented. But she said any role for
the military must be acceptable to

the people.
She denied talk that she had be-
come more conciliatory towards the
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My innar uppesition

leader

Aung San Suu Kwn

addrvs~img supporters from the main gate of her family
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military, but said talks with them
WETC NCCESsary.

Suu Kvi was freed Monday from
nearly six vears of house arrest. She
had been arrested for leading pro-
democracy rallies in 1988 that soldiers
suppressed with hundreds of deaths.
Suu Kvi's National League for Democ-
racy easily won the 1990 elec-
tion, but the military refused to let it
take power.

Forvign governments have wel-
comed Suu Kyi's release, but some
pressed tor more democratic reform
i Myanumar, which has been accused
ot widespread human rights viola-
tions. The United States, Japan and
other governments have curtailed
economic aid and diplomatic con-
tacts with the Burmese government
since the 1988 massacre.

In Tokyo. a top Foreign Ministry
oflicial said today that Japan will of-
fer some financial aid to Myanmar "to
show how the international commu-
nity welcomes! Suu Kyi's release,
Japan's Kvodo News Service re-
ported.

But the Mvanmar government
would have 1o set a specific
timetable for transferring power to
civilians before a full resumption of
Japanese aid can take place, said the
official, who demanded anonymity.

In the United States. Sen Mitch
McConnell said Wednesday he would
go ahcad with tough legislation he
had planned before her release.

The bill would ban US trade with
Mvanmar unless all political prisoners
are released. power is transferred to
elected opposition leaders, and
progress is made against drug traf-
ficking.

Sustained pressure is needed
against "the biggest pariah state in
the world”, said McConnell, who an-
nounced a hearing on Myanmar for
July 25.

Suu Kyi today welcomed the
move.

"They are very tough sanctions
and | think they have'Shown that they
are very interested in how the
democracy movement progresses,”
she said. "1 am very grateful for it."

Suu Kyi also said today she had
spoken to her family and that her
husband, British academic Michael
be joining her in Yangon very soon.
Hier family had been allowed to visit
her only a few times during her deten-
tion,
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N'ganj town partially submerged

Many areas in city
g0 under water

The overall flood situation further
deteriorated in Dhaka, Narayangani,
Manikganj, Chandpur, Brahmanbaria,
Ishwardi, Pabna, Madaripur and My-
mensingh districts vesterday.

In greater Dhaka city more areas
in hamﬂnglrch:r Mmumm

might cross the danger
level today. The Turag was

27cm above the danger mark at Mir-
pur yesterday, and may swell further
today, according to flood Informa-
tion Centre.

One rickshawpuller, Abdul Man-
nan, 5. drowned at Merul Badda yes-
terday when he tried to retrieve his
belongings from the partially sub-
merged house.

In Gaibandha Sadar, Comilla and

Netrakona, the situation showed

By Staff Correspondent
signs of improvement as flood waters
started receding, according to re-
ports reaching the capital yesterday.

thur  correspondent from

River posmon

The following rivers were ﬂcrwmg
above danger levels at different
points yesterday: -

Buriganga: touched danger level

Turag: 27 cm at Mirpur point

Kaliganga: 98 cm at Taraghat,
Manikganj

Brahmaputra: 30 cm at
Bahadurah:d point, 44 cm at

7 cm at Aricha

Old Brahmaputra: 17 ¢m at
Jamalpur, 46 cin at Mymensingh

Jamuna: 26 cm at | point

Ganges: 65 ¢cm at Goalondo
point, 84 cm at Bhaggyakul point

Meghna: 43 cm at Bhairab Bazar
point

Source: Flood Information Centre
of the Water Development Board.

Narayanganj, quoting BIWTA
sources, said the Shitalakkha river
was Howing 10cm above danger level
1 u'*-[t‘r'l;l‘.l}'.

Flowd waters entered four wards
of Narayanganj town yesterday after
inundating 29 out of 47 unions of the
district.

In Brahunanbaria district more ar-
¢is in Banchharampur, Nasirnagar and
sadar thanas have gone under water,
Road links between Brahmanbaria
sadar thana and other thana head-
quarters were snapped yesterday.

Our correspondent reports from
Chandpur: Flood situatidn in the dis-
trict has taken a serious turn as sofme
fresh arcas have been flooded due to
the swelling of the river Meghna.

The river Meghna was flowing two
feet above its danger mark near
Chandpur wwn last evening, official
sources here saicd

The road communication be-
tween L handpur and Faridgan) was
cut oft yesterday as Puran Bazar ferry

See page 12 Col 2
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Tk 31 cr loss in market
capitalisation of DSE

The stock market remained

| sommew hat statc Last week while the

Dr M A Maped and Dr Kazi |

Shahidul Alam. president and secre-
tary gencral of the Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA). in a

stascaenl here vesterday weged all s |

members 0 come forward in ad of
the flood- affecied people all over the
countr . They asked all its branches
o rendor coergency medical services
as woll as redief in the flood-aflecied
arcas, reports BSS.
Truck strike
in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. julv 14 The ruck
drivers here beygan a thiree-dan strike
odeny denmanding pungive measures
against the misc reants who beat up
the president of the Truck Owners’
the organisation. was beaten up by
soe ol colleciors and mastans in
Sobhanighat area of the town
W exbimesdn

Attempt on poura
chairman
MEHERPUR. july 14: Two youths
imvolvenent in an atempt on the life
of Pourasabha  hadirman Mohtasis
Billa. They were identified as
Shamim, 18, and Sayeed. 16. The de
tails of their identities. however,
could not be known i
Mohtasim Billa was Hriﬂlih
wounded when some unidentified
mmm:hnnhm
on Thursday. He is now
ircatment af 2 Clinic in Dhaka. re-

ports | NB.

By Staff Correspondent
O the occasion of the National
Day of France. the Ambassador of
France and M jean-Michel Lacombe
hosted a reception
residence in the city yesterday,

Ministcrs. politicians. diplomats and |

elite of the city aniended the recep
thon.

all share price index fell by § points
resulting in a loss of Tk 31 crore in
market capitalisation of the Dhaka
sock Exchange ( DSE).

e diaily average mumber of trad
g of shares and debentures further
decreased last woeek by nearly 50,000
sstes ko | 22 kakh from the previous
week s |7 kil The average value of
tradug doercased by over TK | crore
o Ik | 3 crore from the previous
work s L92 crore

Wl st shuare prces renmained
Chuse w the previous weeks', most

| debentures were sclling at prices

F r—— — =
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at their Guishan |

mach bedow thewr Face Values (FVs).
Out of nane debentures, seven were
sodd below thewr Fvs, Beximoo, hav-
g a2 FV of Tk 1341, were sold at a
rock bottom price of Th 455 at the
cluse of the week Thursday,

share prices of different ssues of
banks improved last weelk. In the
previous weeks three ssues ot of
wotal 15 were sold below Fyvs, Last
wirh two such issacs were sold be
o A
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Bv Sharier Khan

Chat o 12 jute issues. only fowr
were sold above BV one at FY and the
rest were cither sold below FY or not
traded at all.

All the = issues of differemt ICB
funds and 14 issuwes of different
ISUINCT COIMPanics Were empoying
profitable prices. The 23}
pharmaceutical and chemical com
panies abso copoved comiortable po-
sitionn. UOndy thiree of their issues were
wold bedow PV and one at FV level

|l five new issaes of share and
one debenture which entered the
market two weeks ago have gener
ated enthusiasm among traders,
These ssues entered the secondary
market with reasonable prices.” a
market operator said.

In the past. an ssue having Tk 100
FV wsed 1o enter the market at a price
fowr 1o 10 tmes higher. Ultimate by
those who purchased those shares
ncurred huge boss as their prices de
chined sharply. The market operator
noted that prices of the four new is-
wiies were “realistic and down w
carth” and these would benefit the
wvestors i G osg
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vesterday against the proposed French nuclear tests 1n the

I he index stood at 761.72 points
at the close ol the week Thursday
showing a decline by 0.05 per cent
from 00,76 of the previous week.
I'he index remained at 761 points
Sunday. Wednesday and Thursday
indicating a static market situation.

A\ total of 7,437,019 shares and
debentures worth Tk 10,39.74,305
were (raded last week against
H.59. 404 shares and debentures worth
Tk 14.01.5.384.35 in the previous
with

Fhe market capitalisation de-
Cimed o Tk 46.92 billion last week
from Ik 47.23 billion in the previous
week.

Ihe number of total issues traded
last week was 538 with 207 gainers
and 229 losers against previous
weeks' 430 with 160 gainers and 211
losers.
gain increased to 34.5 from the pre-
vious week's 32, while those incurring
loss decreased 10 38.16 from previous
week s +2.20.

e volume leader ol the week

Sev paga 12 Col B

One killed as BCL
rivals clash in

Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, July 14: A fierce

| ¢lash between two factions of the

o B —

Chhatra League at the local Awami
League office today left a BCL
worker dead and 13 others injured,
police and witnesses said, reports
L'NB.

They said Anwar Hossain Milton,
a student of George Commercial Col
lege in the town, was shot dead dur-

| ing the 30-minute clash that erupted

between the rival groups at about 6
pm over holding of meetings at the
AL office.

Three BCL leaders — district unit
president Sarwarul Alam Noman, VP
of Alamgir Monsur Memorial (Minto)

. College Stndents Union A K M Sarwar

c— ——

and Liton — received stab injuries.

hey were admitted to My-
nrnsmgh Medical College Hospital
(MMCH) in critical condition. Ten
other BCL activists were given first
aid at the MMCH, hospital sources
said.

During the clash, the two groups

- fired more than 20 round of shots and

exploded home-made bombs, local

Police sources said Anwar died on
the spot when a bullet hit his chest.
He hailed from Dilpara of Narundi

Ser P‘#F 12 Col ™
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'Jamaat MP now
a BNP man'

By Statl Correspondent

Maulana Shakhawat Hossain,
Jamaat MP trom Jessore, has shifted
his adleygance 1y the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), Jamaat-e
Islami and BNP sources said vester
day,

e has taken sheler at the home
munister's residence and attended
several programmes today (Friday ) as
a BNP man.’ a Jamaat leader said,
PULERCSELLIE ANV Iy

Possibly hie has made up his
mind 0 rermain with the ruling party,
the Jameeat leader added

But Homwe Minister Abdul Matin
¢ howdhury, when contacted, told
The Draily star that he did not know
the whercabouts of Maulana
shakhawat.

Kegarding the allegation he said
"It is very usual that Jamaat will bring
stich allegation as therr man deserted
them.”

Fhe minister said there was no
contusion about his (Shakhawat)
joinung the BNP as he himsell made a
statcient on Thursday clanifying his
position and the situation created at

| his ressdenay

|

Matin ¢ howdhury said that the

MP was confined in his home by a
group of Jamaat leaders and workers
whao cocrced his signature in a press
rehcise,

Maukina Hossain, who reportedly
joined the BNP Wednesday, was not
available at his residence for com-
ment in this regard. No one received
the phone at his residence vesterday.

Fhe Jamaat MP was escorted by
police from his residence for an
undisclosed destunation after a group
of Jameaat beaders and workers led by
Matiur Rahman Nizani met Maulana
Hossain  at  this  residence
Wednesday, carlier reports said.
Following the mecting Jamaat issued
a press release claiming "Maulana
Hossain is with the party and will
continue 1o remain in Jamaat in fu-
re.”

In a related development, the
central executive committee of
Jamaat held an emergency meeting
vesterday o discuss the situation
arising out of the defection of one of
their MPs.

I'he meeting chaired by Maulana
\bbas Ali Khan decided to contact

Ser p;q; 12 Col 8

Tk 170cr rural sanitation

A Taka 170 crore government fi
nanced Rural Sanitation Project
(RSF). aimed at ex panding sanitation
coverage from 5% per cent at present
o "0 per cent by the vear 2000, is
likely to be placed before the
Executive Commities of the National
Economu Council (ECNEC) for its
approval soon

‘We have already incorporated
the recommendations made by the
Implementation. Monitoring and
Evaluation (IMED) wing of the
Planning Commuassion regarding the
expenditure side of the project and

BB | so0n it will be tabled by the Local

Guvernanent, Rural Development and
( soperative Ministry before the
ECNEC for s sanction,” said a
source in the Directorate of Public
Health Enginecring ( DPHE ), imple

- mentng agency of the RSP

e governmment is likely w make
a tresh allocation of Tk 117 crore for

the RSP and the rest Tk 53 crore is w
coine froamn its revolving und

Stating the rationale for the RSP,
the project concept paper says,
“Unicef has expressed its inability 1o
provide assistance in the production
of latrine:- materials after 1995
adding. “given the situation. it is re
guired (o continue the construction
and sale of katrine- materials through
own finance of the government for

cnsuring health for all by the year
20N,

Conunenting on the government
programumne in this regard for fiscal
1998-96., the World Bank in its last
COuntry economic memnorandum said
that the programme for FY 9§ was
VETY Appropriatc,

e Bank. however, noted It is
it Chear whether direct subsidy is the
st appropriate and cost-effective
mwans of achicving the objective.”

\ecording 1o avadlable statistics,

Mahmud Titumir

project awaits approval

By Rashed

ol of the 45 per cent sanitation cov
crage now, the share of water sealed
Latrisees 18 13 per cent, for 18 lakh sets
construction materials were su

by the DPHF with financial assis-
tance from the Unicef. The rest are
home-made ones. resultant of social
imobilsation deve,

\ccording o the RSP concept
paper. every sct will be sold at the
rate of Th 405,

I'he DPHE will produce and sup
ply 18 kakh water seal slabs and rings
through its 860 mobile centres, one at
cach thana, it adds.

F'o involve the unemployed youth
and the union parishad. it further
savs. ) per cent of the wtal pro-
ducd skabs and rings will be sold by
them o the users,

“To accelerate the sale, 10 per

cent comumission will be provided w
them,” the concept paper adds.

Hasina visits
flood-hit
Bhuapur

TANGAIL, July 14: Opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina, who visited
sOome ﬂn-od affected areas today,
said of relief has added 10
the misery of the flood victims, re-
ports UNB.

"Ministers and MPs of the BNP
were given Tk 25 lakh each from the
Prime Minister's relief fund but they
m;:pmpuﬂndth:mcym
the flood victims," she alleged while
addressing a crowd at the Ibrahim
Ktholbgeglmﬂﬂﬁnmrhdr
afternoon.

Hasina, cancelling her trip to the
USA, visited the flooded areas of
Bhuapur thana in Tangail district. By
a speed boat, she visited the villages
of Bhuapur, Nalchhiya, Nikrail, Gob-
¥ i I'EI .HI l- ﬂ'ﬂl’ﬂl‘hl
Bhuapur,

A five-member medical team led
by Dr A M Jamaluddin Chowdhury and

Set page 12 Col'd ~

Dhaka-Barisal
STOL service
now from July 17

By Staff Correspondent

Commercial private air service
between the capital and Barisal will
start July 17.

The State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism will
the first ever STOL service, by the
Aero Bengal, at Tajgaon old airport at
NOON WMOrrow, its managing direc-
tor BH Haroon said at a press con-
ference at a city hotel yesterday. The

Haroon said Aero Bengal's two
17-seats Y-12 aircraft will operate .
three flights a day between Dhaka
and Barisal initially. The number will
be raised to four in this route and
Dhaka-Shamshernagar flights will be-

See page 12 Col 1

2 Bangladeshis
die in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14: Two
Bangladeshis and an Indonesian
worker were killed in separate inci-
dents at construction sites today,
police said, reports AP.

Two Bangladeshis were killed
when a crane fell on them while they
were installing a turbine and boiler at
a power station in Johore Bahru, 300
kilometers (180 miles) south of Kuala
Lumpar.

An Indonesian man and two
Malaysians were hospitalised for in-
juries suffered in the accident, police
said.

In a separate incident, a 35 year-
old Indonesian worker died after
falling from the 18th floor of a 20-
story condominium block that is un-
der construction in Kuala Lumpur.

See page 12 Col 6

Govt-MQM talks
adjourned
till Sunday

ISLAMABAD, July 14: The

| Pakistani government and the ethnic

based Mohajir Qaumi Movement
(MQM ) ended their second round of
talks late Thursday and agreed to
meet again next week in strife-torn
Karachi, the two sides said, reports
AFP.

T'he talks here, aimed at restoring
peace to Karachi where around 2,000
people have died in violence over the
past 18 months, were adjourned for
three days and are due to resume in
Pakistan's commercial hub on
Sunday, a joint statement said.

The five-hour session of talks,
held at the SAW 4
review of the MQM's 18-point list of
demands, the statement said.

Officials said the government
de led by Law Minister Nabi
Dad Khan, officially asked the MQM
in writing to publicly renounce vie-
lence, stop calling for strikes, surren-
der its arms and hand over wanted
criminals to the police.



