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Memories from Bangladesh

Marianne Vreeburg writes from the Netherlands

OU may find i strange, but |

have very fond memories of

When vou tell this

to people, they look at you in a

peculiar way. Bapgladesh is always

assagiated with over population,

mmwmm

un have fun, laugh with

and make friends among very

poor people doesn't seem plausible.

Ihdin Bangladesh twice alto-

gether for two and a half years and

experienced living in villages, travel

ling extensively all over the country, |

feel I can paint a different picture 10

already existing one of doom and de-
spondency.

What struck me as very strange
after the initial period of getting
used to the country. was that I fek so
much at home and familiar with the
countryside, the food, the smells and
of course the people. Now after all
these years, (my first was
mid 1977). | have a strong feeling that
I must have lived in the Bangladesh
area in onc of my previous lives.

Of course this is my conviction
and you may find it ridiculous, but it
exphained a lot about me being famil-
iar with the place and working in a
team of people 1 knew I had met be-  capable
fore,

This was particularty striking when
I met my Bengali counterpart called
Babul Adikhari, a Hindu from the
Brahmin cast. (Hindu's living in
Bangladesh make up to 3% of the to-
tal population ),

Right from the beginning we
struck a rapport, we got on very well,
our work together went very
smoothly and many times we knew
without words what the other meant.
We a warm friendship and
we used to call each other brother and

[ was very fortunate to meet his
family on several occasions and
stayed in their house in a tiny village,
about 200 km South of Dhaka. | met
his mother, a very strong
she was a widow and her hﬂihﬁﬂd

humor and we joked a lot together (in
Bengali). Babul's wife and children
always made me feel very welcome
and their hospitality was overwhelm-
ing, In Bangladesh cxpress hospitality
means feeding you up like a fighting
cock. Even when you arrive late at
night you are invited to have a meal
and the women disappear into the
kitchen dnd prepare scrumptious
meals.

As I was only working with Ben-
gali people, being the only foreigner.
I had this marvelous chance to come
into contact with the local people.
m“mmme
of five female motivators. girls
around the age of 20°vears, and |
happened to meet their families and
staved with them as well during our
cxtensive travels.

The organization | worked for
had projects (at grass rood level ) ali
over the whole area of Bangiadesh.
This involved a lot of and in
our project minibus we criss-crossed
all over the country.

Travelling in Bangladesh is a dif.
ferent matter entirely compared to
travelling in Europe. Distances take
you about 5 to 10 times longer than in
Europe. Bangladesh has so many
rivers to cross and sometimes one has
to travel for 4 to 5 hours on a con-
necting road. As road transport is
very important, Ferry pxman:usmll}
mnmnwhtnvchmiﬁm

tﬂ.ngn YOU COME aCross scenes
like Dante's inferno.

place is swarming with people,
li'htrshhwdﬂr:hm'm some vehi-
cles get stuck in the mud and are
pulled out with the ]}:iﬁf;}f Co-trav-
ellers. Everywhere you find little road
stalls for food, paddlers selling water,
tea, little snacks like spicy peas,
spicy peanuts, boiled eggs and
chanachur (a mixture of peanuts,
fried noodles plus spices). Also little
food stalls are established along the
road sides where one can eat simple
curries (chicken and goat), mainly

dal and bhat ( lentil soup and
rice). Business is as there are un-
countable hungry travellers who can
afford these simple meals. You can
hear a cacophony of noises as men
working in these eating places adver-
tise the food and attempt to drag
customers inside.

On the whole it's almost only men
you see, travelling women are care-
fully hidden by their male relations.
Single women are usually beggar-
women (widows ) with tiny babies or
prostitutes. When these
do their business me as ev-
erywhere you go, you are surrounded
by people.

On one of my first journeys |
could hardly believe what I saw. So
many , all of them very busily
trying to their way not to the
ferries. These become so overloaded
that it is no surprise that they capsize
at regular intervals and three 10 four
hundred people drown several times a
year (this concerns mainly small,
badly maintained vessels).

What shocked me very much was
tl:renﬂcruﬂhgmﬂm
mnﬂlm:n

$&mmﬂ

thcftrr}'suﬂumw:mamd
beggars who seemed to be

There was this blind man,

hollow sockets where his eyes used to
be; a seriously man,
bent like a hoop with legs

sticks a2 man on a who had no
legs at all and these three went around
MNMMWI
remember one other

legs, Inlfslurn ﬂmlhd
over in clenching a begging
bowl in his muﬂl.mﬂfmpph:gm
praise Allah and t beg,

Ihese images and many more en-
graved in my memory and | will never
forget them. The strange thing about
human behavior, to my opiniof\ is
that one slowly seems to accept these
kind of things. When you start to real
ize what all this means you become
stark raving bonkers.

Travelling on these ferries seems
to adjust one to these scenes and 1
even got to know some of the regular
beggars.

This happened mainly in Dhaka
itself on my route from home to work
and back. I'm not
of giving alms 1 always have some
small change to the regulars and [ even

became acquainted with them.

Common places tend o be
mmﬂiﬂmm
beggars learned my name (Mrs Brown

in those days) and always greeted me
politely. One funny incident hap-

by
beggars who asked how [ was, how
my husband was and the boys and
asked me to to give them regards.
You should have seen the gaze of
horror and disbelief on the officials
face.

Near our house we became
friendly with a female beggar with a
baby and gave her children's clothes
and food. We always had a nice talk
and when we announced our depar-
ture she was sad and gave me her
passport picture from better days
when she looked respectable, to re-
member her. This picture [ have
pinned on my hmrdmrmm:dnrof
impermanence and the fickleness of
life.

To return to my ferry adventures.
When you realize how horrible the
lives of all these destitute people are,
it's easy to sink in a of de-

but that won't help anyone.
What I did not several occasions was
to buy some food from and
distribute this food amongst the
beggars. The peddlers were happy
because they had sold their wares and
the beggars were happy to have some
decent food in their stomachs. So
during these ferry crossing everybody
munched away happily and the atmo-
sphere became quite light hearted
and we all bade each a warm
goodbye. -

My teammates at first were very

ﬁkd about my behavior but on
occasions started to contribute
as well

On another instance, occurring
during carly spring, some hawkers
were selling ducks and other birds for
food. As | was in a funny mood 1 de-
cided w buy some birds and set them
free much to the amazement of the
crowd. | used to be an amazing sight
anyway being the only foreigner, tall,
blond, sunburnt and looking like a
beanpole to them. The birds obvi-
ously happy have regained their frec
dom flew, but the hawkers
awav encouraged some listle boys o
catch them again. They failed and the
whole crowd joined in cheering at the
failed attempts in caching the birds
and shouting at the birds 1o fly higher
so they couldn't be caught. It became
a scene of laughter and everybody
seemed to enjoy the fun aroused by
this mad 'Yal bandar” (red ,
as the Bengali's call all white people ).

On our many my teamnmates
and myself enjoyed away from
Dhaka, we liked each others com-
pany, we sang songs, admired the
scenery and were lighthearted. You
cannot the fun we had to-

, sometimes laughing so much
tears ran out of our eyes.

There was this incident, maybe a
sick joke, to do with a beggar that
materialized in front of us. The man
had six fingers on each hand and six
toes each foot. He waved them
around and was given some
baksheesh. After he left 1
to my mates that we should hire him
as our new typist as he could learn to
type with 12 fingers instead of 10.
Much to our shame we all visualized
this and rolled over the floor
Sometimes you just need these im-
ages to keep things in the proportion
and to survive.

thtftrryunlhcwidt
rivers of is an ex-
perience. Travelling 1st class we used
to do cannot even be compared to
travelling 3rd class in Europe. You
should see the lavatories. But at least
one could go on the top deck where
vou can feel some breeze,
to 3rd class passengers travelling be-
low deck. This looked more like cat-

ﬂtmmpmpkmdlinglndm
style carry their meager possessions,
food for the journcy and | was always
amazed how easily they could go to
sleep under these crammed condi-
tions.

On longer crossings there was al-
ways entertainment like icians
and jugglers who were amazingly skill
ful. One could also have one's future

ha' reading,

same time you could see

mmbg,lhdiﬂnh-"w

- emotions in 4 more easy and free go-

wnlitumufbr#nyeﬂuw also
when the jute was turning from green

. into golden, it was a sight to behold.

I Bangladesh's National Anthem
words are sung about Bangladesh,

sonar Desh (land of the Bengali's
golden land). The mere sight
scenery during spring; bright green
fields full of young paddy (rice ), trees
in full blossom, tiny villages every-
where with mud huts, goats, chick-
ens, ducks roaming around and listle
naked children playing on the river
Another memory that W
mind is one of
walking through the fields 1nrht_-n the
sun was down. We were on our
way 0 one of our women's groups in
onder 0 help them with a course, The
light wais <o boautiful. the seenery so
peacetul and walking for howrs had
nade us fell very weary, but it was so
rewarding to be. a part of the envi
ronment, o be with people we liked
and to be welcomed by a group of
women that had been waiting for us
the whole alternoon. just being made
welcome, quenching our thirst with
freshly squeezed lemons, the falling
dusk. candles and hurricane lanterns
being lit. caused an eerie feeling,
Many a time | was very much en-
chanted by what | experienced
thfough these village visits and the
hospitality we ﬂu‘mtltrfd. Being an
outsider I fch very and also
very familiar and at home. Many
times | was told that although 1
looked alien 1 was 2 white Bengali
(what a compliment! ).
| really experienced something
special during my stay in Bangladesh.
may be 1 am too romantic at heart
but I feel it was something special, to
do with being a human being. At
those moments there were no barriers
and 1 felt very much in tune with the
people 1 staved and worked with.
May be it's because when | stayed
overnight at tiny villages 1 slept in
mud huts on a table covered by mat,
livestock under the bed. together
with the tamily. They felt honored
that | didn't mind sleeping under
Prioutive circumstances, cat with
lJun sitting on the floor using my
hands only, having a bath in the
ponds, using their toilets, Talking and
telling stories were always events dur.
ing the evenings. And the peculiar
thing was that it was not problem to
e at all. I ate almost everything even

. at foodstall along the roadside and

never got ill
To be honest. | don't think |
could do it again. The dream is over
and | am surrounded by Western hoas
ries again, wondering where [ am now,
What I'm doing now, more happy?
Saying goodbye to my counter-
part and the girls was heanhn:aku
we cried on each other's Sh-l'.]ll]df:ﬁ
and were devastated. It always took
s0 much effort saying pmi;rye
- friends in the third world than in
first world. We just showed our

ng way,

May be I'm not suitable for the
Western world thanks to these East-
€rm expericnoes!

IRNT time visitors 10 New
F Delhi, be they Indians or
loreigner. get the impression

that the ca city of India deoes
ot have the'usaal problems that h
most urhan centres like
crime, garbage, traffic.

lhis is probably because of the
fact that. at first glance, the city ap-
pears clean compared with the coun-
try s other wrban communities. One's
attention is more likely to be canght
by the many cultural and artistic at
tractions with only a few infrastri
e EVESOTes.

In fact. Delhi has all of the other

1 urban areas’ social and adminiserative

"headaches”. But 10 the credit of the
local administration. India's capital
has managed to contain them to the
minimum. Comparatively, the city is
Clean. crime is more or less manage
able and traffic gets moving Delhi
likewise i green in the physical sense
of the word, and quite up to par in
matiers Cultural. There are, for exam
phe. musewms, theatres and such other
ventres of the arts and learning as to
b comparable with other Asian ci
Lies,

Delhi has always enjoved i impor-
tance as the capital of big empires.
Even the English, who first chose Cal
cutta, had 1o move their capital to
Delhi owt of political expediency

5K

[Hlﬂﬂ after the Indian Mutiny (1857
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Land of Opportunity

The City has often been both the
political and cultural capital of India
as well as a major centre of learning
and epicentre of business and indus-
try.

Not only adenimastrators. civil ser
vamts angd otficial tw bt also
men of lgtters, poets, artists, crafts-
persons. industrialists and business.
men have always found vast
nities here, Many have found it 1o be
their own El Dorado (the ,
city of gold). This attraction Delhi
continoes o enjoy till this day.

In the past. except for Punjabi
refugees who were thrown owt of their
prosperous lands and flourishing
businesses and migrated to this city
mostly as destitutes, all others were
attracied 10 Delhi by the hure of hacre
or power. Now it is simply the possi-
bility of earning a living that is at-
tracting Bangladeshis and others by

the multitudes.

The continuing karge influx of des-

Ilt-hnmlﬂlhm
more daily, which enables them o
have the luxury of a least two square
meals a day. Indeed there is even a
chance they could send a little w0
their rebatives at home.
Although the Bangladeshis and
other migrants get less than half of
what their local counterparts get, still
their earnings are three to five times
more than what they could get in
: . Dhaka, West Bengal. Bihar or South
e Bangladeshis and Biharis. who manage
man soon constitute the majority of :.I::“mmr .
the on. is urning Dethi into a "wm
stinking and e¢pidemic-prone mﬁmtﬂhﬁ-‘*ﬂ
metropolis. enjoy being in Delhi — cating, drink-
Dethi has now expanded into ©v-  ing and making merry. And every
efy direction W become a monolithic  month tens of thousands more mi-
complex of so many nagars  grams pour into this city 1o the warm
[ o nshaps ) and shanties whach con- welcome of politicians who see them
tinwe 1o spring up on every bit of a5 sources of much needed votes
available space on both banks of the come election time and cheap labour.
Yamna Despite reports of these people
lo Bangladeshis and other mic  rning © crime 1o survive in the city,
wrants o Dethi. they are drawn by the  their numbers continue 1o grow.
greater possibility of getting a job, Those whe care about the new-
which is difficult in their homelands, comers' impact on the capital are in
and carning many times more than the minority and powerless 1o with-
what they could back home. sand the onslaught of migrants who
In the Indian capital, they drive  sec Dethi as greener pasture.
cycle rickshaws, carry loads and do H!hmuhﬁ
other menial tasks. They also migration muitiply. central govern-
in a variety of illicit trades from ment officials will take notice and
hnnk“mm.ﬂ enforce measures o the
drug peddling to pickpocketing and city from more migrants to
begging on the streets. it. — Depthnews Asia.
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Islamic Art Specialist Appointed Smithsonian Curator

Farhad Hopes to Revitalize, Publicize Islamic Art
Joanne L Nix writes from Washington

HEN Massumeh Farhad
W Wils aned associate cura-
tor of Islamic Near Eas-
tern Art for the Arthur M Sackler
Gallery and the Freer Gallery of Ant six
weeks ago, she became the caretaker
of some of the world's most widely
acclaimed Asian artworks. The
neighbouring museums are part of the
much Lirger Smithsonian complex of
museums on the Mall in Washington,
DC. but discriminating visitors to the
capital have long recognized that
their collections of Near Eastern and
Far Eastern art are well worth an
afternoon.

he new associate curator, whose
specialty is 16th and 17th-century
Persian painting, is responsible for
Islamic Near Eastern painting, callig:
raphy. ceramics and metalwork from
the “th to the 19th century encom-
passing sone 5.550 works.

In recent years, many American
muscums have cut back on the ex-
pensive “blockbuster” exhibitions
that artract large crowds, but Farhad
sces her exhibitions quite differently.
Part of her role, she says, is to create
maximum public involvement with
limited funds through small exhibi-
tions focusing on various aspects of
Middle Eastern art.

The kranian-born curator earned 2
bachelor's degree from Wellesley Col-
lege in Wellesley, Massachusetts, in
1977 and received her doctorate in

} art history from Harvard in 1987. She

speaks fluent English. French, German
and Persian and reads Arabic. Since
1991, Farhad has served as research
curator and coordinator for a project
on the arts and cultures of the Islamic
world that was jointly sponsored by
the Sackler Gallery and the National
Museum of African Art.

[n a recent interview with USIA,
Farhad said she applied for her pre-
sent position “because the Sackler
and the Freer Gallery together repre-
sent one of the finest collections of
Iskamic art amywhere in the world. The
privikege of working with this collec-
tion will provide me with
ties | would not have had anywhere
else.”

Farhad will be working closely
with scientists and conservators lo-
cated in the basement of the Freer

Gallery. "Before anything goes on

dLuplm they have o check it If they
say it can't be shown, it can't be

ﬂ]ll.ﬁlrﬂ l'hummahﬂdﬁt:r
and objects.”

During her first weeks as associ-
ate curator, Farhad has found that
visitors to both the Sackler and Freer
Galleries "want to know more.” She
hopes to broaden interest in Islamic
Near Eastern art, especially within the
local Iranian community and to ex-
pand the already cultural of
Erh@tfd}cmm

CULTURE

British Council: Projecting Cultural

F all Britain's strengths in
0 today’s world, among the

greatest is  surely its
language, You may or may not like
English literature or drama but
nobody who is at all involved in
international business. technology,
travel or communications can afford
to be ignorant of the English lan-
guage.

The British Government feels it is
time that assets like this are better
appreciated and has launched a new
campaign (o "put the Great back into
Britain." At the forefront will be the
British Council, far better known
abroad for its work in promoting
British culture and English tea(:hmg
than it is in the United Kingdom it-
self.

by Alan Osborn

Throughout the world, tens of
thousands of political. business and
cultural leaders are linked to the
United Kingdom by their education
and by the English language. Out of
Britain's cultural treasures have
flowed invaluable political and com-
mercial advantages

This was precisely the intention
when the Brigsh Council was founded
60 years ago, at a time that Britain
was, in the words of the current
Council chairman Sir Martin Jacomb,
"losing a valuable opportunity to
promote its political interests and
overseas trade advantages by ne-
glecting its cultural relations with
other countries and failing to exploit
the enormous advantage of the

English language.”

PROFILE

The Professor Tries to Smile His Way mto Office

Maria Allen writes from Bologna, Italy

ULD-BE Prime Minister

Romano Prodi has little

political following in Haly.

But neither did Silvio Berlusconi

before he began the campaign that
swept him to power.

Il Projessore (The Professor),
as he is widely known, has another ri-
poste 1o charges that he has little

prt, especially in the south: "Half
of Italians don't know me? That
means that the other half do."

He will need all such dogged op-
MEMMM1 style

and harmony is to
lnh:: in the elections likely to
be held this year.

of ltalian politics.

Prodi, a University of Bologna
«conomics professor, put himself
orward in February as the man to
nify the centre-left forces to counter
Berlusconi's centre-right coalition.

In March, recalling a tactic used
n Indian nationalist leader Mahatma
vandthi, the 55-year-old intellectual
started a "tour of 100 cities," Travel-
ling by bus, he went to talk to the
people using the slogan "Italy needs
affection,”

Making direct contact with peo-
ple offers an alternative style to Ber-
lusconi's slick television-based cam-
[ragns,

With a dove as his symbol, Prodi
rejects the aggressive stance and the
use of insults of many Italian politi-
cians and speaks of the need for

_ serenity: "I undertake to smile at ev-

eryone, ¢ven my adversaries.”

His goal is a more efficient, more
accountable "light-handed state,” en-
tailing a radical renewal of the politi-
c?nﬂngclmﬁmﬂthﬂaﬂdnﬁ
of corruption and a down
ﬂtbtweaucmmd:::.mg

Instead he warns of "years of virtue”
when everyone will have to tighten
their belts to reduce the massive pub-

lic debt and so keep ltaly within the
limits set by the European Union.

ltaly, he says, needs to be gov-
erned by consensus not confronta-
tion. He criticises what he sees as
Berfusconi's method of governing by
division and instead wants a govern-
ment which involves and represents as
many people as possible,

One of nine children and now mar-
ried with two sons, he says he is a
strong believer in family values,
Though staunchly Catholic, he has
never been a member of the now dis-
banded Christian Democrat Party,
discredited in a massive corruption
scandal which is still convulsing the
country. The successors of the Chris-
tian Democrats, the centrist Catholic
party, has split, with one half joining
Prodi's movement and the other half
joining Berlusconi.

Though his weakness is that he is
still not widely recognised in ltaljr hc
has an international
economist. In the 1960s, he was a via«
ﬂmtghe professor at Harvard llnhuﬂ}f

United States. For a year, in
1978, he was Minister of Industry
without being linked to any particular
party.

Twice, in 1982 and 1993, he was
called on to run the Institute for In-

Waving an olive tree as a symbol, smiling at his opponents and promising years of belt-
tightening, Roman Prodi is bidding for power by trying to get ltaly's fractious centre-
left parties to gather under his umbrella. Gemini News Service looks at the new face

dustrial Reconstruction, the state
body concerned with the develop-
ment of heavy industry.

Before starting his first term he
joked that he had more debts than
Argentina, but by the end of his sec-
ond term he had succeeded in pri-
vatising the unwieldy organisation
and it to profitability.

Following the collapse of Berlus-
coni's centre-right coali-
tion, Italy has been ruled since the
beginning of the year by an unelected
government of "experts" led by Lam-
berto Dini, former director-general of
Banca Dltalia  (Bank of Italy).

In April, centre-left won
most of the votes in regional elec-
tions, an indication that the Berlus-
coni coalition has lost sapport.

Any chance of victory for Prodi in
gathering the centre-left under
an umbrella alliance. This will not be
easy given Italy's shifting political
sands, but already his entrance in the
political arena and the re-

of political forces has ac-
celerated the evolution towards a
IWo-party system.

Maria Allen is aa Italian
freelance joumalist

Fhe Council has succeeded in cor-
recting this to such an extent that to-
day "in spite of relative economic
decline, people of many countries
look first to Britain for a moral and
intellectual lead: the Council has

played a notable part in maintaining
this advantage.”

Remarkably Effective
1f it is true that the dominance of

“the English language worldwide is

largely a reflection of United States
technology, business enterprise and
popular culture, it is also true that the
British Council’'s operation, run at
only a fraction of the cost of those in
France, Germany and America, has
been remarkably effective,

When Israel recently considered
setting up its own cultural
office, it was to the British Council
that it urned, for an example, Now
established in 228 towns and cities in
108 countries, the British Council
employees 1,200 people in Britain
and 5,000 overseas, including over
1,500 teachers of English.

Abroad, the Council is best
known for bringing individual stu-
dents to Britain. helping foreign au-
thorities with their English teaching,
promoting British culturd values and
achievements, and of course teaching
Loglish,

At the end of 1992 there were
99,700 foreign students engaged in
higher learning in colleges and univer-
sities in Britain under the wing of the

These are high figures, reflecting
the fact that the two nations are
among ten target countries where the
Council has established a unit of the
Education Counselling Service 1o help
British universities and colleges in
their international activities, includ-
ing students recruitment.

Particular Challenges

For the future, the regions of east
and southern Asia and the Pacific Rim
set particular challenges for the
British Council. The regions are
widely seen as the economic pace-
setters of the 21st century and the
need to implant British cultural infle-
ence in this part of Asia is high on
London's priorities.

But the competition is keen:
Australia, New Zealand and above all,
the United States, are estab-
lishing themselves as powerful rivals in
Asia's educational markets.

Worldwide, the market for Britsh
cducation and services is put at &4
billion today and the 1o in-
crease this is "real” says the Council. A

Strengths

campaign was begun some 18 months |

ago to increase Britain's edycational
"exports” and the Council is currently
engaged in launching the "English
2000" to re-establish Britain
as the world's leading teacher of
English by the end of the century.
Today, some 20% of the world's

population uses English — it has be-
come the undisputed language of
tec , information and interna-
tional communications and its spread
is gﬂ]“‘iﬂﬂ. Thtfmlmilﬂ)tl.'ﬂnh‘
creasingly, in partnership with other

organisations such as the BBC world
Service, publishers and private com-
panies, provides a wide range of ad-
viﬁm-fscrvhshlt:admmﬂm
ers in state education systems.

It also trains teachers and pro-

graminers, supplies British books and
examinations, momnitors quality stan-
dards for courses for over-
seas students in Britain, and
acts as a showcase for the
ﬂw&,mﬁmﬂm T .
But growth in paid-for
services. The Council remains heavily
reliant on state In 1994-95
the British Council's total  are
estimated at £437 million, of
the British Government is providing
nearly a third in grants. About 24% is
earned from the Council's services to
clients, mainly teaching, and the re-
mainder is money spent on behalf of .
dtnuwhﬂutﬂlctmuﬂluﬂﬂr

the first time in over 30 years, due 0

a decline in client work carried out |

for the British aid programme.
However, income from
teaching rose by 17% last year de-
spite recession in E-:tr;p;?
Teaching English is "a core
for the British Council, as it enhances
international communication, accel
erates development and gives entry
to British thinking and practice,”
says the annual report.

The report goes on to quote the
Japanese ambassador in London as

umummm-.pnh

ular talent for the needs
arﬂmﬂuhmmmﬂi
tegrating .
mummmﬂ
ests.”

“It was not a cynical observa-
tion,” says the Council's
eral John Hanson. "A -
tuality of interest is at the heart of’
the British Council's approach.”

|

Eﬂslhh‘h_ﬁlhh

She also hopes 1o help organize a

festival of community-sapported
programs in a festival of

rary Middle East films. "After the rev-
olution, Iran has ed some
wonderful films. Turkey and North
"Movies are something people relate
t0. They can the exhibi-
tions by co the art-
works and giving you a sense of the

szﬂmﬂﬂrﬁﬁ:'
"People will always find a means
to create works of art, "Farhad said,

tive contemporary works as well as
the historic works that made the mu-
scums world famous.

"Every curator hopes to do a big
show, " Farhad admitted, "but with
budget cuts, we must adjust.”" She
expressed optimism that
the days of large, elaborate art

bitions are over, the rich collection of

art housed in the Sackler and Freer
Galleries still can provide many op-
portunities fnr'mnnv:tiwnhiﬂ
tions and
"Because the Islamic world is so
vast," she concludes, "smaller exhibi-
tions can be effective in
the various aspects of the different
culture, It is easier to look at three or
four manuscripts in detail than to
look at 100. Stylistic characteristics
of certain art forms can also be stud-
ied in shows presenting the arts of
Turkey, the arts of Syria or the arts of
Iraq, Farhad suggested.

The name "Islamic art" is com-

monly used 1o describe works of ant
prodhuced in 3 arva where
the religion Iskam “The
AT IS " she It
is used for lack of a better term.
What I try 10 say is ‘ans of the Islamic
World. because much of Tslamic art
is secular in nature.”

Exhibitions sometimes take up
10 six years to plan and execute. The

celebrations on special occasions
such as "Now Ruz,” the Iranian New
Year.
The Sackler Gallery is
rich in the arts of the book,
painting, calligraphy, illamination and
bookbinding,. Particularly notewor-
thy is the Vever Collection,
by the Sackler in 1986. This
_ collection had been assembled in the
late 19th century and the early part of
the 20th century by French jeweler
Henri Vever.

mﬁ'ﬁ...u‘ m-ﬂ:::n

cently been placed on long-term loan
at the Sackler Gallery and will be the
subject of an exhibition in the au-
tumn of 1996.

The collections also include jew-
elry, sculpture and artifacts of silver,
gold, bronze, and ceramics from the
Indian subcontinent and Southeast
Asia,

Amazmg Japan

Continued from page 13
spill. It is absolutely true. If you want

to see beautiful nature the
autumn colours, a visit to
recommended. There is a
high in the hills, sur-
rounded by trees, whose leaves
ch:‘mh'hﬂmlnyd-

m-mwmh

a real barrier to enjoy Japanese cul
tural manifestations. ese

Kabuki and No Theatre, runs
for the whole night are worth a visit
but we feel left out. Since the
Japanese do not want to exhibit their
style of life to foreigners, they invite
ﬁhﬁﬂl“lhm

and really 100 strange for a Gal

The
to be a

, who used
figure. has started

with the times. The present
Emperor Akihito and Fmpress Mic-
hiko, while maintaining Japanese
traditions, are no longer the distant

Japan Today
The Japanese, who have created
the economic miracle, have recently
started their fences with
their Asian They have
visited those countries they overran
in Asia and openly asked for
ness for the they caused.
ﬁ o ﬂi'hu-?r
a stormy past. Japan is to-
day the donor country of the
workd, replaced the S, Japan

m;ﬁyhﬂn&—

cormuption . used
n high which
to be unknown, made its ap-
pearance in Japan recently.
continued for centuries ann
existence. The question is — in an
age when we live in the Global Village,
is it possible any more? A visit to
may not answer this guestion
the country, with its traditions
intact and economic achievements
will not fadl w0 captivase any visitor.




