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Demise of a Legal
Luminary

We deeply mourn the sudden death of Attorney General Aminul
Hug. He died yesterday morning on way 1o the hospital, following a
massive heart attack. With his death we have lost a leading person-
ality of our legal system, and a tireless fighter for justice and human
rights.

Appointed attorney general immediately after the fall of the au
tocratic Ershad regime, Mr. Huq made an exemplary contribution in
trying 10 establish rule of law and restoring public faith in the legal
system. During his four and a half years of service as the highest
legal officer of the country, he prepared and argued two of
the most important cases that ever came before our courts. First
dealt with bringing the corrupt and autocratic Ershad to face legal
consequences for his misdeeds during his nine years reign. In

the former General, it was not the person Ershad that he
was bringing to book, but restoring accountability of the
government, which according to him was the highest public trust.
The significance of his cases against the autocratic regime was to
set the right type of precedence, and give out a well needed and
timely message to all succeeding governments that however
powerful one may appear at any point of time, the law of the land
ultimately caiches up.

The other important case he tried was the one against Golam
Azam. The nationality issue of the Jamaat leader represented for
the nation a collective revulsion for what he did during the
Liberation War, and the inhuman and anti-national values he stood
for during that crucial period of our country's birth. Though the case
was won on technical points , the Attorney General, eloquently and

brilliantly, represented the sentiment of the people through his ar-
guments and debates.

Throughout his life Mr. Huq represented the cases of progressive
political leaders, of trade unionists and of human right activists.

Whatever was for public good, found echo in his professional
actions, and thus he was found always on the side of these who
fought for peoples’ rights.

In mourning the death of Aminul Huq, we mourn the demise of a
person who left us a rich legacy of using the legal system to
strengthen democracy, to establish accountability in governance
and uphold the supremacy of the rule of law. We pray for the salva-
ﬁunnfﬂmdcpar&edmﬂ,mdexprmmrdﬁpsymhyﬁrthe
members of the bereaved family.

In Aid of Flood Victims

Right at this moment we are confronted with a grave flood situ-
ation. And, this is just the beginning. So much more is to come.

Let's have well-defined objectives to meet it, both in its swelling
and receding phases which have alternating motions in our numer-
ous rivers which ebb and flow in sympathy with each other.
Flooding creates its own set of problems while receding waters
spawn a different kettle of fish. We allow ourselves to be so over-
whelmed by the inundation aspect that the problems accompany-
ing the receding waters hardly ever receive adequate attention. In
the first place, we wouldn't be awed by a flood if we had prepared
for it. So, a thorough change of attitude is called for.

The tendency of any ruling party in the country has been to un-
mmmﬂ:ynfmunﬁthsim:mhnﬂrt-
1 on theé govérnment of the day. This is preposter-
ﬁﬁim&:mmwﬁramﬂmm
as it hits us, the government swings into belated action in full public
glare provoking the sensitivities of the Opposition who regard it as
the government bid to make unjustified political capital out of the
situation. )

We want deeds and not words to rend the air now. Our impas-
sioned appeal to both sides, especially to the government as the
provider of things, is that they refrain from politicising the relief
operations either by the word of mouth or by any partisan action.
the dual challenge of flooding and receding waters. To understand
the imperatives of reducing the human sufferings wrought by inun-
datjon let's follow a news story from Sirajganj: a spot which looked
drip-dry at night found itself under 8 ft of water next morning. The
men and women float clinging on to rafts improvised from banana
tree stalks. They reach the elevated premises of the government
buildings, colleges and schools and find no relief materials. The re-
ally unlucky ones stay marooned in a sea of water elsewhere.
Rescuing them is a job for trained and well-equipped personnel. So,
the Army's disaster management skill is in use in some areas.

The whole government machinery must now roll up its sleeves
and work extra to optimise the use of the brain-power it certainly
has, let alone the manpower. The priorities are easy to spell out.
Relief items, such as, food, medicine and drinkable water have to
reach the nooks and crannies of the flood-affecied areas not in
days but in hours. Specialised modes of transportation need com-
mandeering because the road links have snapped with major ferry
ghats going under water. We must stay in readiness for flying relief
sorties with helicopters from friendly countries or UN organisations
in the event that there is a 1988-type flood.

Meanwhile, the government has to keep a constant tab on the
supply side of the market and the price situation and plug the holes
with despatch. The private sector is expected to rise to the occa-
sumandunpuatewﬂ]theadnmisum

A Tribute to Ashapurna

Ashapurna Devi, considered by many as the prima dona of
Bangla fiction, is no more. A powerful writer, she was self-taught
and possessed a highly enlightened mind. In her pursuit of both ed-
ucation and creativity she comes close to Rabindranath Tagore.
Because all her life if she did anything it was writing — the labour of
her love. She started her literary career at the age of 13, and by the
time she breathed her last, left behind no fewer than 200 novels —
. some of them fit to be ranked as Bangla classics.

Of the other two of her contemporary greats among women
writers: Moitreyee Devi and Mahashyeta Devi, none could reach the
breadth and range of life in its mellifluous forms that she did.
Specially her identification with women's causes and compassion
for the lower section of people place her in a class of her own.
Hardly ever did she write anything cheap. It is therefore not surpris-
ing that Ashapurna was the first woman recipient of the highly re-
- garded 'Gyanpith' award in 1976. She has always charted newer
courses through her writings. Although 'pratham pratisshruti'
fetched her the coveted award, she is best remembered for her
controversial book, "Pati-Patni". One abiding theme of her writings
was women's place in society. She received numerous awards for her
literary achievements.

Ashapurna Devi's is a life — spanning over 86 years (from 1909-
95) — that should serve as a notable example of human enterprise
and creativity, Particularly women can take inspiration from her life
that had begun so humbly and then gradually transformed her into a
| hyhﬂmmwmwn,wﬁwmm
on her part. Definitely she was far ahead of her times. It is only be-
cause of this advanced mind of hers that she could get into the
complex social matters and yet come out with brilliant observa-
tions in a simple way. In fact her communicative skills were amaz-
ing. She was remarkably successful in imparting a lesson without
:z:nulmm:lnn““‘vluﬁ
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is only a symptom, not the disease. party to form the government
The disease is the political power. I l Former president R Venkat
Any method, any alignment, however prﬂhtl(‘ﬂfpﬂl ties are rel to the norms ‘h’“'m’_mm“’ way o fielt that h-ﬂﬂlhmﬂ'
opportunistic, is good encugh for a the majority — then Indiamaymdupmmnﬂaﬂhcﬁudﬁ’aﬂmm other pressuses 10 operaie and he dis
political party as long as it enhances solved the house. He was not
its chances 10 make it 10 Parliament. probably meant to scare them or  elected after the had ad  have endangered the entire process.  along parfiamentary clection  pressure leading
Power in our country is prior (0 kidnap them. Whatever it was, it  journed the assembly sine die. The  He cannot cu-:tlhr governor's in H';‘h pann -::h: on going back 10
the adoption of policy. Parties first  gave Mulayam Singh Yadav a bad  old Speaker had not vacated the seat wrong by his act which was palpabiy This only accentuates the run-up the electorate for seeking their ver-
plan which caste or religions combi-  name. He will have to live down the  as the constitmtion demands. wrong, What Vohra denied him earfier parfiament. If political ﬂ;&! dict.
nation will bring them success. What  folly of that astack for a long time to The governor could have pro.  was offered later when the house sat reluctant 1o hm’; Ihtsituiunmhtm
that combination will do comes later.  come. rogued the house and then issuedan ~ for the vote of confidence in democracy — ;ﬂmp' . . after the new polls. The President'
An issue or ideology is posterior to UP, with 85 scats in the 546-mem  ordinance 1o summon the assembly  Mayawati. the motion on 1 the majority — mmm‘:i may be called upon 100 often to de-
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son win , anry - i forced
included in the election manifesto. It First, the BJP staged a volte face by  adjourned the assembly sine die Once 175 members of the _::'ml h::‘ M any th;:;: the present occu-
is meant 0 attract voters, not to ing into the government the Dal- ~ when the Lachman Singh ministry  and 59 of the BSP gave the affidavits wmm,mm.‘“ pant of the position, he remains 2
guaranice anything specific. its, with whom its rank and file refuse  had lost the majority. The then 1w Vohra in support of Mayawati. she 1o veteran Congress leader. All his deci
. The alliance of upper caste Bhar- 1o sup or sit because of centuries old  governor issued an ordinance to  had a clear majority in the house of sions will not be accepted without
tiya Janata Party (BJP) with the lower  prejudice. Subsequently, former chief The biggest challenge was when  murmur. This bring disrepute 10
caste Bahujan Hamql'mhnj' (BSP) z minister Mulayam Singh Yadav, him- Mrs Indira Gandhi was defeated at  the office of the president.
1'P has not come about for soci self from the backward class, sabo- T‘n’ the polls in 197 in the wake of the Therefore, some ground rules’
justice. Nor has it changed the reali taged the entire legislative process by BE EEN THE LlNES authoritarian rule the emer- should be agreed upon before the
ties on the ground. The Jats in  manouewvring the sine die adjourn- — gency. She had relaxed the emergency next elections. Political
Haryana and the bania in UP were ment of the state assembly through g : lor the polls, not withdrawn it. Still.  should voluntarily instance
as distant as before when the Dalits  the Speaker. his partyman. KUIdip Nayar writes from New Delh) there was no of her not ac- ufmmﬂé::;m-
distributed sweets 1o celebrate the However foxy the BJP move to cepting the at although her son.  discuss the various sity-
instalkation of the first Dalit woman  break the alliance between the BSP resummon the assembly to elect 2 126 (one seat is vacant). Mulayvam  Sanjay Gandhi, had different plans. ations. The Sarkaria Commission on
as chief minister in India's largest  and the Samajwadi Party may be. the  new Speaker. The ordinance was  Singh Yadav should have accepted Since the next parli looks Centre-State reMions lays down
state. two and a half times of ltaly. game was played u'curd_ing to the  upheld by the Supreme Court. the verdict gracefully. His boycott of  like an various all india for a governor, but not for
Ihe alliance was nacant to remove  rules. State Governor Motilal Yohra, Political considerations seem to  the session where she got 279 votes  and regional parties as well as inde-  the president. Such an eventuality
Mukiyam Singh Yadav from chief min-  at the prodding of Prime Minister  have weighed with the Centre to hurry ~ was churlish and unpmthu:ﬂn To-  pendents, the coalitions which come  never arose. This time it may.
istership and his Samajwadi party  Narasimbha Rao. whao is abway s fishing up the process. Congress is hoping 0 morrow he may have o seck the BSP 1o power, will have 1o abide by the That certain combinations are al
from power because both were hit in troubled waters for a stray catch.  pick up the Dalit vote in the parlia- t: dictum of majority. Once they are in~ ready coming into being is a healthy
ting ai the base ol the BJP and the  should have given Mulayam Singh Ya  mentary election; some equation The between the BSP and 2 minority, they must quit on their  development. The National Front and
BSP. There is nothing more to it,  dav a chance, 10 prove his strength on ~ with the BSP is necessary. Even when  the BJP doe not jibe.The BJP cannot  own, without invoking technical the Janata Dal are rwo identifiable
whatever may be the obiter dicta  the floor of the house. This would  there is illegality about a process, the  afford to stay out of offfice in India's grounds to stay on. There are goingto  forces. As the JD resolved at its Ban-
on the dilution of caste, creed or  have been legally correct and morally  Narasimha Rao government weighs it biggest state when it was in power  be short-lived coalitions, one gov.  galore conclave, it will try o rope in
class. Unfortunately. Mulayaim Singh  right. on the scales of political gains. Itis  there. Moreover, both parties are i ernment afier another. ideally.  other regional parties like the
Yacay plaved into their hands, When But Vohra and New Delhi bungled  significant that the Congress party-  ametrically opposed in their ap  the should be tried on the  Desam of Andhra Pradesh and
he blessed an attack on some BSP mtt.lmwlnﬂtlxydidnﬂlgiw men in New Delhi, defended Vohra's  proach to the problems of Muslims,  floor of the house. But the parties  AIADMK of Tamil “adu. Regretfully,
MLAs at rmmmmm \Ilul:u,'nmﬁmgh Yadav the opportu- dcmm the backward and even the Dalits. must play cricket the alliance sought is not on policies
one .d'“ hl.‘f{IH"l: .'h:la?'awatl was  nity to prove his strength and the Still, Mulayam Singh Yadav should  The BJP, it , will stage a situ- The VP Singh government fell in ~ but personalities — a tragic side of
appointed chief minister, it was  second time when a new Speaker was  not have acted in a manner that could  ation whe UP goes to the polls 1990 when it failed to prove its ma-  Indian politics.
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"Save Dhaka"

vir, Thanks a lot for The Daily
Star-BUET Roundtable — "Save
Dhaka". The Daily Star has also pre-
sented and also prt'&t_-ﬂting various
problems of Dhaka and giving some
planning to solve those problems
through the columns 'Save Dhaka,
Here is my special thanks to the
moderator of the Roundtable as well
as Editor of The Daily Star, Mahfuz
Anam. for his clear intention to make
the people aware of these problems.

The Roundtable has helped a lot
to combine the ideas of the profes-
sional groups and experts for saving
Dhaka. Several reco i0ns
were proposed by them. They pro-
posed to bring WASA, DESA, Titas. T
&T, Rajuk and Traffic and Transport
authority under a single umbrella or-
ganisation to be headed by the
Mayor or some newly-created body.
They also proposed to bring the poor
first under special consideration be-
fore urban planning, I think, these are
the key points to be implemented.
Would the government make it a pol-
icy to implement the pro rec-
ommendations? Would they ensure a
health development of Dhaka?

The problems of Dhaka and those
of other cities are almost the same, If
the government becomes successful
in saving Dhaka, it would be only a
matter of time to save whole of
Bangladesh from such problems.
Would the government take some
necessary steps in this respect now?

Emdadur Rahman Rumon
Chittagong University

Our history and

political leaders

Sir, With the passage of time and
inordinate delay in solving any prob-
lem, the hardships and sufferings of
our people are increasing by leaps and
bounds, day by day. We are beset
with manifold socio-economic and
political problems but our political
leaders both in the government and in
the opposition do not appear to lead
us towards a solution of any problem.
Why

But our leaders and us must have
to all solve our problems local, na-
tional and international, promptly
and timely without wasting time.
None also would resolve them for us.

We have suffered for centuries for

our own mistakes and wrong doings. .

If we simply go on repeating past fol
lies. no power on earth can help us
and we will surely plunge more into
the abyss of darkness.

Time and again, our present and
future generations, as well as our
leaders, need to go through the depth
of history of h and the sub-
continent; of the past one thousand
years in order to rediscover and re-
fresh oursetves and to follow the right
path for the welfare of the people.

() H Kabir
Dhala

Smuggled goods

Sir, We gather from newspapers
that smuggled goods are being seized
by the concerned authorities every
now and then. But is not
stopped. The smuggled goods in-
clude, VCR, Air Conditioner, apparels,
gold bars and narcotics etc. It is
needless to say that these are not
essential item like rice, salt, edible oil
etc. The middle class families, fixed
income group and common people
do not purchase electronic goods and
like make gold ornaments each and
every month, not to speak of heroin
whose value is estimated at Taka one
crore per kg and not desirable to be
in the reach of any body in the coun-

try.

During my professional discharge
of duty at Zia International

Airport |
have seen shoes valued at about Tk 5
thousand per pair and shirt valued at
Tk 2 thousand per piece. These are
also brought by the com-
ing from abroad. Now my question is
who are the fortunate consumers of
these huxury goods? What is the
mdwhmg
luxury goods and narcotics are
needed to be smuggled in to the
country? Whether the whole
of luxury goods and narcotics enter

into our country
e gt ok & e o

ently ° mlfl:l:iutﬂmuda“ﬂ-:'c
demand of the consumers then there
is nodoubt that these goods are again
smuggled out of the country. It will
not be out of place to point out here
that the consumers and smugglers of
these goods are the earners of black
money. To reduce black money (it is
perhaps not possible by any govern-
ment to totally stop generation of
black money nowadays, so at least
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reduce) the ent should take
necessary steps to detect the con-

sumers of these smuggled goods and
punish them in the interest of the

country and all

A M Kais Chowdhury
Narayanganj

Party funding

Sir. I highly appreciate your at-
tempt on dissecting the sources of
political party's funding particularly
before the forthcoming election. It
would no doubt be a very useful as-
signment on out the secret
clues regarding the political party's
funding. Jamaat and left are
known to collect a portion of their
fund through subscription
from all grades of their members. The
others usually do not follow that pro-
cess. However, the main factor is
the huge amount of money for their
everyday activities. Normally all par-
ties maintain strict secrecy regarding
the source of their funds and bank
accounts. This has definitely created

of misty atmosphere.

People have the right to know
about such confidential dealings. The
internal secrets should come out in
front of the masses. The political par-
ties must be forced to disclose it,

ﬁpﬁtw before the general elec-
tions. parties must ex-
mﬂﬁr%ﬂkhgw
the power and after fall from power

as well. We can learn this system from
France.

“Ihhmﬂ create a congenial
arena. So the

fuliﬂwmg suggestions are bcing

made: a) Din:!f:sc

paﬁy'smuu“l]u lhtparq"s
central leader's private resources
ahead every election, b) The ruling
party members would submit their list
of property, this would be done be-
fore assuming power and afierwards.

I hope these steps would help the
black money circulated in the paralel
mmy I appeal to the conscious

mufurahmuﬂwn

*h.lmpul the worthy at-
tempt in your esteemed daily.

Z A Haidar,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

United Nations, “tvtr}runf: has the
right to take part in the governance
of his [or her] country, directly or
through freely chosen

...... the will of the people shallhe
the basis of the authority of the
government; this shall be expressed in
periodic and genuine elections which
shall be by universal and equal
suffrage and shall be held by secret
vote or by equivalent voting
procedures”.

The right 1o free and fair elec-
tions is, in part. rooted in the right o
self determination found in the
United Nations Charter (Art. 1, para
1), International Covenant on civil
and political Rights (ICCPR) and
ICESCR (Art. 1) and even in the
African Charter on Human Rights (Art.
20).

I order, for the elections to be
fair it is important to examine
whether the population could freely
exercise their rights, adequately in-
formed to do so, and have confi-
dence that the electoral process will
accurately reflect their choice.

The examination of whether
elections are genuine includes not
only whether the election administra-
tion is acting impartially and effec-
tively. but whether political contes-
tants have the opportunity to cam-
paign freely for popular support. The
examination must also include de-
termining whether the government re-
sources are properly utilised in the
clectoral process, and whether the law
enforcing authorities like police and
the public prosecutors are acting to
maintain order and are protecting
those seeking o exercise their civil
and political rights. It is also impor-
tant to assess whether the judiciary is
conducting itself impartially and ef
fectively.

On the other hand it is also nec-
essary to see whether the news media
are free 1o act as conveyors of accu-
rate information and to act as
watchdogs over government as well as
whether they are g access o
political contestants and giving ob-
jective coverage of those contes-
tants and events of national impor-
tance.

A consistent lesson in interna-
tional electoral experience is that
elections are not simply a technical
process. Elections are part of a polit-
ical process that, to be successful,
requires - confidence. Sound
electoral laws and are of
Colrse necessary but are not enough
to build public confidence in an
clection. It is very important that the

tially implemented. Appropriate
steps must be taken to ensure that
the electoral process is not only ad-
ministratively correct, but free from
the perception of partisanship. It is
therefore, necessary for the govern-
ment and its electoral administration

(Election Commission ) to take mea-

guirements to crate an expectation

that fairness will prevail

Building public confidence in
electoral process must include :

a) setting up an effective and
impartial election apparatus
that is open and also
transparent;

b) involving the political contes-
tants in all basic elements of the
election process;

¢) opening the election process to
the observation nfcitimm and
ciﬁf

d) co tltcla:mrue of the
importance of the elections,
that their personal safety and
ballot secrecy will be secured as
well as showing them voting
mechanics,

"Transparency” of the electoral
process is very important in building
ties should and involve po-
litical contests to view all aspects of
electoral preparations, from the
drafting of election laws and selec-
tion of electoral administrators all the
way through the tabulation of results
and resolution of electoral com-
plaints. By involving the politicaj
contestants in the electoral process
they can be made more res
and accountable for their behavior,
as well as al contest will be
trustful of the action of the Election
Commission.

Participation of citizens groups
in the election process is central to
dence can further be enhanced, by
opening up and making the electoral

ess transparent to public by al

citizens to monitor all aspects
of the elections. Election

by impartial domestic NGOs and

nonpartisan citizens groups adds sig

nificantly to public confidence to
election process. Nonpartisan do-
mestic election monitoring besides
guaraniecing the integrity of an elec
tion process also provides an excel
lent example of citizens participa

Document of the CSCE, on par
tic ipating organisations 0 accept in
ternational and domestic election

"Human Rights and Elections", "as
ful in securing public confidence
in the electoral process.’

The authorities meaning the
Election Commission as in many
countries, can also invite or allow in-
ternational community o witness the
election process, usually through im-
partial international election ob-
tion observers can also play a con-
structive role in enhancing public
confidence in the electoral process.

k‘l]ll‘:l‘lﬂ;i has helped build public
mnfidrnnr in the elections in recent
years, because this provide, an im-
portant foundation for indepen-
dently verifying the accuracy of the
official election results, This is called
Inde pendent Vote Tabulation (IVT)
by non-partisan election monitoring
groups, IVTs may be done on the ba-
sis of comprehensive tabulation of
results or on the basis of random sta-
tistical sampling, This exercise when
carried out not only can help build
confidence in the election process,
but also deter frauds in the vote

In addition to being impartial,
the Election Commission must be
able to take independent and effec-
tive actions to protect the integrity
of the election process. It is essential
that the election laws must guarantee
equal treatment and practical proce-
dural process in order to ensure a
credible election. Such precautions
really help ensure the satisfaction of
voters and contestants in si-
or wrongly, that they have been un-
fairly treated.

It is equally important to recog-
nise that a voter and civic bodies are
critical to genuine elections. The

iple is that "the will of the peo-
ple shall be the basis of the authority
of government” and that "will” can
genuinely be expressed if the voters
are adequately informed of the polit-
ical choices and contestants through
civic-voter education. The civic
voter education must cover the ba-
sics of why it is important to vote
and that vote will be secret, secure
and respected. The voters must also
be adequately informed even about
hasics like, where, when and how o
register and vote.
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