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NEWS BRIEFS

Bangladeshi army
in Bosnia safe

vl the

e mbers of the

arv safe and sound there, according
o the ktest report. an ISPR press re-
lease said reports BSS.

In view of the present tense situs
tiom in Hosnia Harzegovina,
Bangladesh army headquariers are
mallamng «oAstant contact with
them the pross release added

60 auto-tempo

routes I city
By Staftt Correspondent
Phae Lifnaaka !

Iransport Commitier has fixed 60
dEto-lempo rowles (o Creale a
sinooth traffic system in the cin
roads. The route number will be
stamped on the wind shicld and the
route name will be printed on the
body of the vehaclke.

215 gold chains
seized at ZIA

By Statt Correspondent

Customs officials at the Zia |
International Awrpon seized 215 gold |

chains worth Ik 3.3 lakh from a pas-
scnger vesterday, The Bangladeshi
passeger from Singapore identified
as Dashirath Sarker. 4. arrived in
Drhaka at 50 am,

30 rickshaws
seized in city

FThe Dhaka City Corporation l

(XA ) with the help of police seimed
some ) illegal rickshaws from
Vitkhet ¢ rossing yesterday. The city
Curporation in s special drive, led
by a X ( magistrate. scized the rick.
shaws and realised Tk 280 from rick
shawrpullers. repors [NR,

NO. DA 781

More areas in Narayanganj,
Manikganj, Chandpur, Gaibandha,
Madaripur and Faridpur districts were
inumhm:l yesterday while the flood
situation deteriorated in Dhaka,
Mymensingh, Shariatpur and Rajbari
districts.

Howewver, the situation in Nao-
gaon, Bogra and Sirajganj districts
remained

With the steep
of the rivers Buriganga, Shitalakkhya,
Turag and Kaliganga, many low-lying
areas in the capital and seven unions
of Narayanganj were inundated yes-
terday,

Our Narayanganj Correspondent
reports: With seven more unions in-
undated yesterday, the number of
flood-hit unions in the district rose 1o

rise in water level

ASHAR 30, 1402 BS,

Fresh areas in Dhaka,
N'ganj inundated

By Statf Correspondent

The seven unions in four thanas
are Bandar, Mograpara, Baid-
varbazar, Pirojpur. Rupganj, Arai-
hazar and Hyzadi. Besides. flood wa-
ter has partially inundated Kalirbazar
and Bigbabur Bazar in the town.

Meanwhile, the Narayanganij dis-
trict administration has requested
the ministry concerned to provide Tk

Tidal surge in

coastal areas

COX'S BAZAR, July 13: More than
200 houses on Kutubdia island were
submerged as tidal surge from the
Bay again swept the coastal areas to-
day, reports UNB.

The tidal waves caused breaches

See page 12 Col4

five lakh in cash and 100 tonnes of
rice, 500 tins of biscuits, 1000 pieces
of saree and 1000
distribution among the flood vic-
tims,

pieces of lungi for

Our correspondent from Chand-
pur reports: Flood situation in the

district took a serious turn yesterday |

with the entire district town
under knee to waist deep water.

With rise of water level and ero-
sion by the river Meghna, the em .
bankment in the Taka 130 cror e

Meghna-Dhanagoda irrigation proy «ct

area came under serious threat y es.

terdav, A number of cracks dev l-
oped in the embankment near En ayet
Nagar in Matkab,

The Mighna near Chandpu r was

flowing 100 cm above the dange r level

s * ?ﬁ a2, .r':':_:.-‘:;_..:..r-

Low-lying areas of the city'’s Mugdapara were :nundated yest&rda}

City flood to worsel?z, with
rain it will be dis.asiter

See page 12 Col 3

Bv Reaz Ahmad and Masud Arif |

Low -lying arcas in the capital arc
being invaded by flood waters
descending on the city from the

northorn distrces.

several thousand people at
hamrangirchar, shahidnagar and
Siltanganj in Lalbagh thana had to
abandon their homes. Many of the
familics have found refuge at various

cducapponal institwtions in the

Ladbayh arva
With a strong of fur
thu'ﬂﬁq.;dﬂirm'nm!g

the capital. mamy more low-lying ar
cas like. Washpur. Katashur, Badda.
castern Shahjahanpur, Jatrabari and
Mirpur may go down under water,

Fx poris however do not LT ol =
possibiling of flood hitting a high
g wikess the CFy experiences
heavy ramnfall soon as a result of
MUTIVE DM SO,

A huyge portion of the road adja
cent o the Dhaka Town Protection
Embankment near East Rasulpur in
Lalbagh was washed away on Teesday
and sonme Y0 houses nm: wo
storey building beside that road were
damaged.

Meanw hile. water in the areas just
outside the Dhaka-Narayanganj
Demara (DND) Embankoment kept ris-

| g last night

Bureau and Banglad ¢sh
(_rescent Society.

I'he haka City Corporation
(DO ) 1 an cmeTpency meeting yes
terday . ok a decision 1o set up 10
control rooms in its 10 ronal offices
w munitor the deteriorating flood si-
manon m the city,

Md Jamual a business man at Raj
“aravan Dhar Road in [albagh. wld us
that many arcas in the thana, where
over three and a half lakh people re-
side. were flooded during the last two

i

;

THURSDAY, JULY 1,3

AHeced districts: 2

Affected thanas: 144

Deaths: 42

People affected: 61.52 lakl

Crops destroved: 5.5 lakh 7 icre

Crops damaged: 5.8 lakh 2 ¢re

Houses destroved: 08 tho usar d

Houses damaged: 4.14 la kh

Roads destroved: 2,157 "'

Roads danaged: = 335 ' ¢m
Sources: Disaster Mar age et

Red

0! hree diws.

Alam, a boatman at Killar Mor

Gl nat, saics t) s number of boats at the
g H1at has ji st been doubled and ev-
¢ ryday imore and more new boats
" were joi 1 dng to carry thousands of af

fected §r cople in the neighbourhoods
everydr gy,

Noww, there are over 50 boats
here | olaying to carry people to and
trom  Killar Mor and Islambagh
£ yra and Koilaghat," said Alam.

Md Nasir Mia, a shopkeeper, was
for ced o relocate his small grocery
sh g trom mainknd Kameangirchar w0
i ast at the approach road of Hakkul
l'bad  Bridge that bridged
famrangirchar with the downtown

I Mk

Nasir. who is in grocery business
for the last two decades in
Kamrangirchar, said never after 'S8 he

had seen such menacing wasers as this

vears,

[he price of essential commodi
ties specially catables like rice, vey-
etables. oil has risen by three 0 four
taka per unit hecause of the
supply position of these from
Kamrangirchar etc, Nasir said.

r Zahurul Islam. an Assistant
Professor of the Institute of Flood

Sce page 12 Col 7
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[ Jnﬁnished
task of
C'wealth

8 The Daily Star
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Corafusion over Jamaat
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MP's joining BNP

By Statt Correspondent

: e dl 3 4
Av iyaokn, yesterday described the #’.;mm:mdcmnhymr
in Jammu § 7 4maat MP Maulana Shakhawat Hos-

{

A nd Kashmir, Sri Lanka and
F vangladesh as the unfinished business
¢ the Commonwealth, reports PTL
But senior sources in the secre -
tariat said the secretary-general wa 5
not for interference in Kashmir,
Anyaoku made the comm e pts
while testifying before the By tish
Parliament's o Affairs G maymit-
h‘.t‘linﬂl'y
the Commonwealth,

Wareing, MP, if he thougl,{ the Com-
nmwr:ﬂlmﬂbcm ¢

n trying to resolve  problems,

Anyaoku replied that ;rj Lanka and

the other prob

| timbvicr Benair Bhgioxs charge tat. - ry semarks aud ¢

i SLdr phutn

future pole of
He had been asked b.; Robert

‘Sain's joining the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP).

The Jamaat-e-Islami claimed that
Maulana Hossain was detained by
lice after he issued a statement -
ing reports that he had joined the
BNP Wednesday.

But a BSS report quoting Hos-
sain's statement said police rescued
Maulana Hossain from "the hands of
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders and workers
who had kept him confined in his
house."

The report said "in a statement
Hossain said that he had joined the
BNP by filling in the membership
torm of the party in the Prime Minis-
ter's office yesterday at 7:30 pm and
the news has been broadcast by the
national Radio and TV on the same
day and published by the daily news-

papers the following day.”
"On receipt of this news, the
leaders and workers of Jamaat-e-Is-

lami had come to the MP's house and -

put unprecedented mental pressure
on him stayed in his house
thro the day,” the state-run
BSS quoting Hossain said adding
“they did not allow him to come out
of the house."

But Jamaat leader Kamruzzaman |

told The Daily Star that Maulana Hos-
sain issved a press statement -
day saying that "he was with Jamaat
and will continue to remain with Ja-
maat in future.”

He said that Maulana Hossain is-
sued the statement to dispel the con-
fusion created by his reported joining
the ruling party.

Maulana Hossain termed the news

item as 'false and fabricated’, Kam-

ruzaman added.
See page 12 Col 6

Second round of talks

MQM asked to close
'‘camps in India’

ISLAMABAD, July 13: The Pak-
istan government accused the Moha-
jir Qaumi Movement (MQM) of run-
ning training camps in India, as peace
talks aimed at bringing peace to the
country's commercial hub, Karachi,
resumed here today, reports AFP.

The government asked the MQM,
which represents Urdu-speaking peo-
ple who migrated to India after parti-
tion in 1947, to renounce violence,
stop calling for strikes. surrender its
to the police.

“In exchange, the government will
consider appropriate concessions,”
Law Minister Nabi Dad Khan said in a
paper prﬁtnlt‘d at the talis,

The minister was res
the MQM's demands
day's opening session by its dﬂ:f ne-
mm, ."i.iﬂ]ﬂl Dehilvi.

The accusations the
MOQM, headed by the Altaf
Mussain. were a reiteration of Prime

the party was |mrtuf= "foreign-in-

spircd insurgency.
Islamabad blames the “ ‘W

much of the violence that has left
around 2,000 dead in the past 18
months in Karachi.

The government has asked the
"Altaf group — as the Hussain-led
MQM is officially described — to
“wind up its training ¢ in India"
and recall activists "st:;?:d there."

Earlier, Dehivi demanded an end
to “repression” in Karachi against the

o A = TS ST ——

Attorney Gen
Aminul
Huq dead

By Staff Correspondent
Aftorney General Aminul Huq
died yesterday following a heart at-

tack at his Su Court chamber.
lug, 63, collapsed in his chair
with severe chest pain at around 9:50

Editorial on page 4
am, just after his return from the

Appellite Division where he appeared
in . case, AG office sources said.

Hug, who had a "heart h
was rushed to the Suhrawa
Cardiovascular Discases Hospital
where doctors pronounced him dead.

All proceedings at the Supreme
Court were suspended for the day. A
pall of gloom gripped the court
premises when the news of his death
reached there at around 10:30 am.

He left behind his widow, two
sons and a host of relatives and well-

Seg page 12 Col1

BNP MP dead|

Mohajir community. :
EHQMM  denied it Keramat Ali Talukder, a veteran
is behind terrorist attacks and Dehlvi, | BNP parliamentarian, from Mukta-
speaking at the press club in nearby m{fh“
Rawalpindi, said the government had | €25¢ at the pos hﬂﬂlﬂf
so far presented no evidence to hﬂ}“ﬁﬂ‘-ﬁﬂfm :Iﬂl:$
the party ived external
Eum party rece Hmplt:lfnrmmm e
"Karachi is not a jungle for hunting return from New Delhi where he had
human heads," Dehlvi said, adding
that thousands of people had been
killed over the past three years.
"We are tired of hurying our
dead." he said.
Dhﬁcrvtnbndd:sphemnclﬂa
of opt
fifsim by the two Siaes efore m‘"ml
talks. the itions outlined +
' smut]c}:ﬂy] The badyai‘laﬂduﬂh

Ashapurna
Devi dead
CALCUTTA, July 13: Leading
writer and winner of several presti-

gious litscrary awards Devi
died st her south Calcutta residence
carly this morning after protracted ill
ness. She was 86, reports PTL

Editorial on page 4

Shw is survived by her son.

Born in a conservative family in
1909, the versatile novelist started her
literary career at the age of 13 in the
‘Shishu Sahitya Patrika’.

Recipient of the Padmashree in
1966, Ashapurna Devi ¢came into the
limeligit with her controversial book
Pati-Patni' (husband-wife). 'Sagar
Sukaye Jaye' (The sea dries up), Sashi

Sev page 12 Col 6

New coal mme n Dma!Eu

INGHIPARA (Dinajpur), July 13:
The government has officially an-
nounced the discovery of a coal mine
with high qguality bituminous coal at
Dighipara in Nawabganj thana of the

| district, reports UNB.

Energy and Mineral Resources
Minisier Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain made the announcement be-
tore mediamen, officials and inhabi-
Lants of the area at the drilling point
yesterday.

"Ueological Survey of Bangladesh

expressing our gratitude 1o Almighty
Allah.” the menister said.

Dr Mosharrat, flanked by Energy
Secrctary M Faizur Razzaque,
Khurshid Jahan Haque MP,
Petrobangla Chairman SKM Abduliah
and senior officials, thanked the GSB
experts and laymen as well as other
officials involved in the process of
discovering the coal mine.

GSB, the state-owned geological
rescarch organisation, hit the coal
scam at a depth of 1075 feet on July 4
after continued drilling for about
thiree imonths.

With the detection of the mine of
bituminous coal, the number of such
muities has risen w0 four — all are in the
cowntry's northern region billed as the

Largest reserve, best
quality, experts say

nineral potential area,

Although the drilling is still con-
tinuing and the assessment studies
will follow kater, the new mine is be-
lieved 1o be the largest in
as the geologists found coal up to
1125 feet beneath.

The GSB will drill up to 3,000 feet
at the well and the for assess-
ing the area of the coal basin and de-

the probable reserve of the
will be conducted shortdy.

The survey will be followed by a

{SB) has discovered a new mine of *,.*Fikd feasibility study for extrac-
very high grade coal deposit... We're ™8

on commercial basis,
discovering coal in the
{ﬂl]rlllng Hole, the experts found
high-quality Glass Sand with a width

of 119 feet and a nine-feet White Clay
hand just over the coal seam.

According to the GSB experts,
the quality of coal found at Dighipara
is better than that of Raniganj in
West Bengal from where Bangladesh
imports most of the coal every year,

“The guality of coal of this basin
is very high as sulphur that determines
the standard of coal is very nominal.
S, its use will be very environmemt-
friendly.” said Dr Mojibur Rahman,
the Director General of GSB.

he coal discovery at this sleepy
village, only 6 miles off the Indian
See page 12 Col 8

Suu Kyi looks foqr_\_v“a&s to jump-start NLD

Myvanmar
I DR i Liiad

upposition leader Aung Sanm Suu Kyi with Ky Maung, acting head of the
party NLD. at a m ee ting at her house 1n Yangon yesterday

— AFP photo

YANGON, July 13: Aung San Suu
Kyi today held a series of dawn-to-
dusk mectings with colleagues. look-
ing for ways 10 jump-start their
National League for Democracy
(NLD ) now that she has been freed,
reports AFP.

The colleagues included Kyi
Maung, an NLD leader recently re
leased from prison, but many top
NLD members remained in jail, and
others were hiding in jungle sanctuar-
ics or had fled across the border w0
Thailand.

“The yuestion is. can she put the
(NLD ) apparatus back together,” a
Western diplomat said.

e NLD was left in disarray when
Myanmar's ruling junta refused o
hand over power despite the NLD’s
landslide win in the 1990 general elec-
Lons.

Aung San Suu Kyi had already
been placed under house arrest, in
of the

l:huppmhbn leader has said her

first priority was 1o determine, in

consultation with other NLD figures,

how best 10 promote democracy in
See page 12 Col ™

The maddeningly haphazard and
crammed urban accretions to the
northeast of Dhaka was loag crying
for a that would allow it 1o
breath. More than serving the cause
of this nation's cricket, a cricket
stadium proposed for the area could
do that very cffectively. But the fu-
ture, not to speak of the timeframe,
of the proposed stadium has become
very uncertain as bureaucratic and
other threaten 0 undo
the entire project.

Thl*i-i—lnﬂn.plﬂuwd
in the city's Baro area, is
now awaiting the approval of the
IMED ( Monitoring,
Evaluation and ) under
the Ministry of Planning,

Sources in the National Sports
Council (NSC) indicated that the
project would take an uncertain pe-
riod of time to be implemented.

“From the IMED i will go to plan
ning commission.” said an official.
“then, with the commission's ap
proval it will come back to us.”

At that stage, the official said,

the NSC would get down 0 acyuiring
the needed land from different gov-

Cricket stadium far cry?

By Morshed A Khan

ernment and non-government author-
ities. These include Bangladesh
Railway, rtment of Road &

a "considerable” num-
ber of private

oWners.
Acquiring the land would pos«: a
lot of problems because quite a large
number of influential people own land
on the spot,” anther official said.
The stadium also faces.uncer
tainty as officials in the WASA claim
that the proposed site is situated in
the area of the canal, a vi
tal outlet for the city's sewerage.
Mcanwhile, the Director of
and Development of the
NSC told The Daily Star that other au
thorities such as Urban Development
Directorate RAJUK, Water
Board and the Central
Land Committee have al-
the
wwmmlhf sta-
dium has been calculated at aro und
Tk 43 crore. The the fusto [
its kind in the country, will corutai n
three main and two practice piich s,
a car park and a wide range of n jod
ern facilities.

See page 12 Col 7

See page 12 Col 6 {

Jubo Dal leadéf
killed in
Khulna |

From Our Correspondentf
KHULNA, July 13: The secretafy
of the Natun bazar unit of the
Jativatabadi Jubo Dal, the main ag-
cused in the 'Anu Murder Case’ was
brutally murdered by miscreants at
'ﬂumup.ll Tank Road here this
evening, He was released on bail Emm
Khubia Jail on Monday.
According to pelice, a groupof
Mehammad

miscreants kidnapped Mo

Altaf Hossain. 30, from Natun bazar
area and later confined him in an
abandoned house at MT Road.

The miscreants cut the tendons
of his lcgs. gouged out his eyes and
stabbed in his chest. The Jubo Dal
leader was later found lying hcﬂtk a
dhrain.

The doctors at the Sadar
declared him dead a few mlnuts
after his admission,

Police say, another m-—
Ripon, 25 — was also stabbed.
was with the juba Dal leader when
lacter was Kidnapped.

Hasina puts off
US trip
By Statt Corres pondent

Awami League president \he2
Hasina has postponed her visit to
United States as she will be busy with
relief work in the flood-affected ar-
i L 4
Hasina was scheduled to leave
Dhaka today to mect her son and
daughier in the USA

According (o a party press reheas
issued last night. the AL leader willl
start visiting the flood-hit distrigts
today. She will visit Bhuapur and jts
adjvining areas of Tangail district
today, Manikganj and Pabna districts
wmorrow and Madaripur on July 16
A medical team will accompany

her.
Bird watching
tour today

By Statt L.’.urrt*r-;ghmdeﬂ

\ d ay-long bird watching tout is
being organised in the Dhaka Botani-
cal Garden for the first time today

According to experts, the Botan-
ic2 4 Garden is the city's biggest saic-
n gary for different umhoﬂlﬁh
I Sangladesh.

some S0 to 60 kinds :ﬂhi:iuﬂ
of 600 found in the country, canbe
watched in the Botanical Garden,

Organised by the Hmr
Bird Club (BBC ). the wur will be led
by the renowned wild life expert and
Head of Dubai Zvo Section Dr Al
Reza Khan,

I'he tour will be conductedin
groups of ten participants, each ac-

See page 12 Col 1



