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“Picl ure dated lﬂth Aug‘ust 1944 of co-founder of the Alge-
'n lundament.ﬂhst group the Islamic Salvation Front
“Imam Abdelbaki Sahraoui, 85, who was shot and
‘Hﬂed in & gun attack Tuesday at a Paris mosque.

llﬂlqms in Imrthmn Paris.

Bﬂd&st Japanese woman dies:
mmjapmdled of kidney trouble Wednesday at a hospital in
m:.crmﬂjapan.,a{ the age of 116, her family said, AFP reports from

mmedﬂthﬂmeflkaLﬂlcnkkﬂjapmmnum is a 111-year-old
m suc Utagawa, living in Yamaguchi. western Japan. Average life
pectancy stood at 82.98 years for Japanese women and 76,57 vears for

pen in 1994, the highest in the world, the Health and Welfare Ministry said.
Cross closes Bombay blood bank:

Indian Red Cross Society has voluntarily closed down its blood bank in
y temporarily pending the report of panel of experts set up by it,
sources said last night, PTI reports from Bombay.
| 'lkitphash:enuktnfnuﬂwing reports in a section of the press
§ alleging that samples of blood infected with HIV had been supplied by the
“society to some hospitals between February 1992 and July 1994, and
{ subsequent raids by food and drug administration and drug controller of
| i;nh.
18 die in Papua New Guinea jet crash:
.ﬁ#mcmhedﬂahﬂwmﬂmfarmﬂmswpﬂfﬁpm\ewﬁuumq
kﬂ]ingzlllﬂpmpiealmw miost of them children, AP reports
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.
cal Adotan Pablic Hospital said there-were 16 people on board and
nune sarvived. All the hodjes had been recoygrggd, the hospital spokesman
saicd

Y

NY murder rate at lowest level:

The number of murders in New York City so far this year are at the lowest
Mh:mnﬁm AP reports from New York.
Police department statistics obtained by The Associated Press show an

overall 18 per cent decrease in crime during the first six months of 1995
mnﬂtm period in 1994.

VS urgﬂed to lift embargo on Cuba:
n opposition leader Eloy Gutierrez Menoyo urged the
4 United States Tuesday to end its embargo on Cuba and detailed his recent
‘landmark meeting in Havana with Cuban President Fidel Castro, AFP

', reports from Washi
But the Republican-run House of Representatives, International
HRelations Committee meanwhile approved a bill that would tighten the US
«#mbargo with steps including denying US visas to non-US nationals

' ;mﬁ“ﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬂlﬂlﬂn’[.ﬂﬂﬂ assets nationalised with or
compensating US owners,

Gunmen kill 48 in Burundi: ror

glght people were killed in an attack on a market in the northeastern
Jwrundi province of Muyinga, Burundi radio said Tuesday in a report
~ ghonitored by the BBC, AFP reports from London.
v The report said an armed group in a car opened fire and hurled grenades
« 81 shoppers in the Cagizo market in the Buthininda area of Muyinga. The
dead number 48 and they hail from all the tribes, the radio said. It did not
» say when the attack took place.

.38 Khmers defect to dﬁmvt side:

s Whirty-eight Khmer Rouge belonging to a led by the rebel's
most feared commander have defected to the government side, a senior

military official confirmed today, AFP reports from Phnom Penh.
-§ © . The guerillas, from rebel division 980 under the command of Khmer
4 Rouge military Chief of Staff Ta Mok, brought with them 38 guns when they

- Staff of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces, told AFP.

8 die in Tamil Nadu blast: kg people

Mere killed and nine injured when a bomb exploded alongside a tea stall in 2
Indian viIhg“:lale on l‘u:sday news agencies reported

P‘I'EQS Trust I:lf India (PTI) saud the bomb was thrown at a police

in the village uﬂ’azlnpa:hmTanﬂINaduﬂmehmfellshunufthe
dompound and landed beside the tea stall

Nm'weEsan kldnagaed in Kashmir:

been kidnapped slim separatist militants in

4

”f" at hﬂupﬁtwhpuﬂceﬂﬁw,ﬂPmﬁnmsw.
_The Norwegian tourist, whose name was not immediately available, was
abducted Saturday in the same area where two Amerieans, two Britons and
tﬁumhwhemﬂﬂxtedbﬂlusﬁmglmiﬂassiumﬁﬂipo&fsaﬂ

Ry spepiaritynp by Lo
in Conservative

apparently did little to boost his ﬁ:ilsunlstmﬂmghlﬂpinkm
M-amwpoﬂstmwtd tFPmpnmErmnlmuhrL

- The Guardian-ICM poll showed the Tories up one percentage point,
and the oppesition Labour Party down one point, since the last poll taken
before Major resigned as party chairman and called the leadership election.

38 Israelis held in West Bank:

mmmdiﬂlsmﬁsaﬂﬂﬂ'a]hundmdgaﬂﬂedyﬁmrdnmm
, the expansion of a West Bank settlement in a campaign against an army
mmmmmﬁmmﬁmwmm

A caravan was sited on a hill-top overlooking Efratah as the first of 17
“imended for a new

lllmﬂucﬂucktdﬂmzmmlofﬂlf 16 other mobile homes, south of

i
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in Sino-Myanmar border, 2 die:

Two Chinese were killed and 29 injured, mclu:lingtwnﬁtrhmly when an

q | Mﬂcm’lmmenthMkmkaMpumﬁd
I pca along ﬁmt:h B:!;;Ll:nmar{hma border yesterday, officials said, Reuter
The two people were apparently killed when their homes collapsed in
ﬂu#hnr.nnntrynmrthehurdﬂr with China in southwestern Yunnan
H;uﬁmﬂdawmmuﬂiﬂa]ufﬂmYmmanStﬁummgimlﬂurﬁu
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Sahraoui was shot in the head by two men in front of the
_ AFP/UNB photo

International

SIDREFRY) Vietnam hails US decision to

[HLAN A

IHLRSDAY. JLLY 13 1995

open full diplomatic ties

HANOL July 12: Prime Minister
Vo Van Kiet woday welcomed the US
decision 1o open diplomatic rela
tions with Vietnam, calling for a new
cra of covperation in a speech
broadcast on national welevision and
radio. reports AFP.

“The government and the people
of Vietnam welcome the decision by
President Bill Clinton and are ready.
to discuss with the United States a
new base for relations,” Kiet said. be
fore promising that full cooperation
in1 the hunt for American soldiers miss-
iy from the Viectnam war would con
N

I's an important step that fol
lows the yeneral trend in the world,”
Kiet said in the rare broadcast from
the While House — the name of the
premier's office in Hanoi,

He added that Vietnam looked
lorward to a new era of cooperation
with the United States government
but said it must be based on "respect
for inde pendence. equality and fo-

Cisscd o mutual interests,”

Anoouncing the move in W .n‘m
ton. tlinton said he believed the
move  would advance the cause of
frecdom in Vet just as it did in
Fastern Europe and the former Soviet
L ndon.

That statement is unlikely to
please the officials in one of the
world's last communist
and one this is still anxious about
some S intentions in Vietnam, par-
ticularly on issues like human rights
and democracy.

Kiet, an economic reformer from
southern Vietnam, has led efforts by
the government 1o cajole the United
States into establishing diplomatic
ties with Vietnam 20 years after the
end of the war here.

He has met frequently with US of
ficials and lawmakers, appealing to
them to put the past behind them
and pledging continued help in re-
covering the remains of Americans
listed as missing in actions (MIAs)
from the Vietnam war which ended 20
years ago.

"I hope the government and the
people of the two countries will co-
operate effectively to resolve human
itarian issues that the war has be
queathed to the two sides.” Kiet
said.

M people and government ot
Vietnam will continue their efforts 1o
cooperaic with the United States 1o
reach the fullest possible accounting
to American soldiers who disap-
prared during the war," he said.

Meanwhile. Vietnamese leaders
promised today that they would do
their utmost 0 help account for miss-
ing S servicemen the nor-
malisation of refations announced by
President Bill Clinton

"The people and government of
Vietnam will continue their efforts 1o
cooperate with the United States 1o
reach the fullest possible accounting
of American soldiers who disap-
peared during the war.' Prime Minis-
ter Yo Van Kiet said in a televised
address.

Clinton said when announcing the
establishment of diplomatic ties that
he would hold Hanoi to a pledge to
recover the remains of servicemen
still missing in action (MIA) and to
uncover what happened o 55 men
whose fate remains unclear 20 years
after the end of the Vietnam war.

Vice Foreign Minister Le Mai Later
told a news conference that Yietnam
"will continue to do its utmost to
achieve the fullest possible account-
ing.

More than anvone else in the
world, we understand the suffering
and sorrow of these American fami
lies,” said Mai, who handles relations
with the United States and has been
touted as a possible ambassador to

Washi
‘Our statements that coopera
tuon will continue are the most serious

assurances because this is not just a

o MiAs would be handed owver
through the mechanism that has al
ready been set up by the two coun-
tries. Teams were at work at all levels
of government to look for

that could help in the search, he
added.

"Never in the history of warfare
has such efficient cooperation taken
place between former enemies after a
war 10 account for missing soldiers,”
Mai saud.

The United States counts some
1.600 servicemen as missing from the
war with 55 cases marked for '
investigation because of the fate of
the individuals is still uncertain.
Mostly the work centres around re-
covering remains from air crashes.

Vietnam says 300,000 of its peo-
ple are still listed as missing. Among
those unaccounted for is the family
of Prime Minister Kiet who are be-
lieved 10 have been killed in an Amer-

ican bombing raid in south Vietham.

Karadzic rejects int'l call for
withdrawal from Srebrenica

PALE. Bosnia, July 12: Bosnian
serb leader Radovan Karadzic today
rojecied international calls for his
lorces o withdraw from the eastern
Muslim enclave of Srebrenica, reports
Kower,

What withdrawal? From our
couniry? Srebrenica is our country...
Karadzic told reporters at #Epﬂrﬂtlil
yerb headguarters in Pale, outside
Sarajevo.

Western countries have con-
demned the Bosnian Serbs for over-
running the pocket and ignoring its
status as a UN-designated "safe area’.
The UN Security Council was ex-
pected to adopt a resolation today
out of the enclave.

Karadzic said the Serbs had to
capture the enclave because Muslim-
led government troops were staging
what he called "terrorist” attacks out
of the area. It is simply a terrorist
stronghold and we couldn't tolerate it
any longer." Karadzic said.

He also indicated Serb forces still
had not subdued elements of the
government army in the enclave but
said UN troops and Muslim civilians

ern Srebrenica endlave, 1N officials
sabidd Loy

Miadic issued the warning to the
Dutch UN comumander in the enclave,
LN officials said. Dutch peacekeep-
ers are sheliering thousands of Muslim
civilians who fied a Serb onslaught on
srebrenica town on Tuesday.

NATO warplanes struck twice at -

werb tanks on Tuesday but the air
raids faided w halt the Bosnian Serb
army from capturing Srebrenica

pocket, a supposed UN “safe area”,

Mladic had also demanded that
Bosnian government troops in the e
clave hand over their weapons and

retreat’ . said a LN official who
asked not w be named.,

\s inany as 25000 Muslims fled
the Serb advance on Srebrenica town.
creating a hmanitarian crisis for aid
agendics. Most retugees headed for a
LN post at Potocari just north of the
towin, relief workers said.

[Greenpeace heads to join

Bastille Day protests

WILLINGTON, July 12: Green-
peace said today its flagship Rain-
bow W arrior was sailing away from
France s nuclear test site in the South
Pacitic and heading to join Bastille
Day anti-nuclear protests in Tahiti,
reports Reuter,

Jean-Lue Thierry of Greenpeace
France said the ship would "show sol
idarity with the Tahitian people in
their nir::-ng upp.mmun o lmdmr
L el
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control of Serb troops. Terrorists ele-
ments may ciuse further trouble, The
people, the civilians and UN person-
nel are completely safe and secured.”
Another report from Sarajevo
adds: Bosnian Serb army gencral
Ratko Mladic threatened to shell
Muslim refugees if the United Nations
called in more NATO airstrikes
against his forces invading the east-

capital. Papoete after being stormed
by French commuindos earlier this
week when it breached the 12-mile
(20-km) exclusion zone around the
nuclear test site at Mururoa Atoll in
French Polynesia

The vessel was towed back to in-
ternational waters after French police
questioned the crew and on Monday
the French military strung cables

across the Main Wea C hanne] leading
o e site.

| he real revolutionary ~pirit of
Bastille Dy will be more prosent in
the streets of Papeete with those
who protest the resumption of test-
ing than amongst the military prepar-
ing their deadly task at Mururoa,
Thierry said.

[housand of people demon-
strated in Thaitl two weeks ago
mrainst Presslent Jac Chirac's

 leliTToend 1 thde-yede testing '}
moritornn and conduct eightun- -

derground blasts at Mururoa between

French Polynesia is an overseas
territory of France.

Greenpeace said two other
protest vessels, the Vega and the
Bifrost, would remain in the vicinity
of Mururoa.

" defected to in northern Siem Reap province, General Ke Kim Yan, chief of |

ﬂtﬁﬂhwmmmistschrdmﬂlemﬂﬂduurﬂtmlnﬂm'

Sri- Lankan soldiers prepare a mortar launcher Tuesday somewhere in the northern
Jaflna peninsula where they are leading a major offensive against separatist Tamil Tiger

gucrillas. The vperation "Leap Forward" has resulted in heavy civilian casualties.
— AFP/UNB photo

Govt forces kill
150 rebels 1n

Seirra Leone

FREETOWN, July 12: Government
forces in Sierra Leone backed by heli-
copter gunships killed 150 rebels in
two separate raids in the south, state
radio said on Tuesday, reports
Reuter

it said the attacks on Monday
were on two rebel-held \riths -
Jomboum and Mendewa — in the
Tikonko chicfdom of Bo district.

This was the second time within a
week that the army had inflicted
heavy casualtics on Revolutionary
United Front (RUF), rebels who took
up arms in 1991, the radio said.

"A large number of rebels” were
killed.

Government troops helped by
private South African trainers have
gone on the counter-offensive
against RUF, The rebels initially car-
ried out poorly coordinated attacks
but then brought pressure on the gov-
esnment by forcing the closure of
mainstay foreign-owned bauxite and
diamond mines and setting their
sights on the capital freetown.,

UN extends ban
on Iraq

A MNITED NATION
Security (ouncil extend 0
against lraq for another

days Tuesday as ambassadors con-
gramme Iraq recently admitted hav-
ing, reports AP. ;
Iraq must fully cooperate with UN
weapons inspectors before the coun-
cil will consider easing its 5-year-old
trade embargo and letting Iraq re-

Earlier this month, Iraq for the
first time admitted having germ
stockpiles, including anthrax and bo-
tulism cultures. The belated informa-
tion came after UN inspectors found

- sume oil

Agents.

Move to impeach
Yeltsin fails to

MOSCOW, July 12: A move to try

flopped in its early stages today when
ment pnxemre failed to win enough
votes in Parliament, reports Reuter.

Some 168 deputies in the State
Duma (lower house) voted in favour
of a communist-initiated motion for
a commission to be set up to con-
sider starting im (gtmhmmt proce-
dures against the
leader. This was well short of the 226
votes required,

The final vote was influenced by
ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhiron-
vsky's Liberal Democratic Party
(LDPR) which withdrew its support
for the move to set up a commission.
The LDPR accounts for about 50

seats in the Duma.

. *'i

half a million liters of biological

win enough votes ;

to impeach President Boris Yeltsin

a proposal to launch the impeach- '

year-old Kremlin -

COLOMBO, Jul}’ 12: The bishop
of rebel-held Jaffna Peninsula has sent
a letter to Sri Lanka's president urging
her to stop the military from bomb-
lngand shclling:.‘h'ﬂhlmmm

Ilelicf workers say at least 120
Tamils, mostly civilians, have been
killed since the military launched a
major offensive against separatist
Tamil rebels imr northern Sri Lanka at
dawn on Sunday.

The fatalities include 52 adults
and 13 babies who died when a mili-
tary warplane bombed St Peter
Paul Church and an adjoining
near Jafina town Sunday, relief work-
ers say.

"We earnestly appeal to your ex-
ceflency to kindly instruet your forces
to desist from
firing artillery at civilian like
temples, churches, schoels and hospi-
tals," Bishop Thomas Savun-
dranayagam said in the letter. |

Sent President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga on Tuesday and obtained
by The Associated Press on Wednes-

. day, the letter said manvy of these

buildings are being used as shelters by
Tamil civilians,

The parish priest of the bombed
church, and its parishioners, also sent
a letter to Chandrika Kumaratunga.

"The fact that the very centres of
refuge demarcated by the authorities
are themselves targeted, forces us to
cone lude that this was done by de-
sign, and not by accident, it said.

mh:"l'll'he pilot could not have mis-
the church, there nothing
to obstruct his view." oy

The International Committee of
the Red Cross, which inspected the
heavily damaged church and school
on Monday, said at least one bomb
had reduced the buildings to rubble.

On Tuesday, Kumaratunga
ordered the military to
the of the two and
expressed her concerned to the Arch-
bishop of Colombo, Nicholas Marcus
Fernando.

On Wednesday, Tamil rebels
claimed that a total of 210 civilians
have been killed by military air serikes
and she but failed to say how
many have died in the offen

Bishop urges Chandrika to stop
bombing of civilian areas

sive,

_ The statement, issued from the
insurgents, London office, also said
350 civilians have been wounded and
300,000 of the 800,000 people who
live in Jaffna Peninsula have fled their
homes. Relief agencies also say that
IIIﬂI]jTTﬂTIﬂ people have gone to shel

'I'hc Jaffna hospital, presenting a

blood-spattered scene, is unable to

cope with the increasing number of
injured persons,” the rebels’ state-
ment said,

Military spokesman have de-
scribed the rebels' civilian death toll
as highly exaggerated but their death
tolls haven't listed any civilians. The
spokesman say only 18 soldiers and
11 rebels have died and 101 soldiers
have been injured.

Thousands of government troops
OVerc rebel resistance contin
ued their advance Wednesday into
guerilla-held territory in northern Sri
Lanka, military officials said.

The offensive in jaffna Peninsula,
3000 kilometres (185 miles) north of
Colombo is the largest in the past

N;w}r gunhc}ﬂu long-range ar-
tillery, and air force bombers have
fired on rebel since Sunday,
and 10,000 have moved as far
as seven kilometres (four miles) in
two columns from Palali, one of the
two military bases in Jaffna Penin-
sula.

Brig. Sarath Munasinghe said
there was less resistance from the
rebels on Tuesday and that rebel ra-
dio transmissions indicated that the
guerillas have suffered heavy casual
lies.

"They (the rebels) are calling for
reinforcements and saying that they
cannot hold on," Munasinghe said at a
briefing, Ten rebels had surrendered
and the guerillas had also asked for
donations of blood for their
wounded”, he said.

Tamil rebels have been fighting of
a homeland since 1983, viewing that
as the only way of ending
discrimination which controls the
government and military. The civil
war has killed more than 35,000 peo-

phe.

Off the Record

Britsh actor Hugh Grant (C) and model Elizabeth Hurley
Tom Arnold after arriving for

Nine Months"
Grant and Arnold co-star in the

(L talk with actor
premiere of the movie,
tury Caty, Cahfornia.

Tuesday in Cen-

ciinedy about o man s preparation for becoming a par-

vhlt

— AFP/UNB phdto

Becdusé, students
let him down

BOMBAY: A village school headmaster committed suicide after his
studeits rned in p:mrrwhu‘htﬁchlimm:hﬁi

newspaper reported yesterday, reports

reports AFP.
Rajendra Hajre, 29, headmaster at a high school in

Nigdi, 200

kikometres (125 miles) south of Bombay, drowned himself in a river near
the village. the mass-circulation Marathi-language daily newspaper Saamna

ok

I'he Nigdi High School had turned in very poor results in the State
secondary Board Examinations, whose results were announced early this

month. it said.

llajre was depressed and frustrated that most of his students had
failed, despite putting in a lot of effort. the newspaper said.

Birds of 'The Birds"
had food-poisoning

SAN FRANCISCO: A scientist may have solved an Alfred Hitchcock

mystery — why did the birds from his ce

:kmmdmaumlmw
David Garrison. a

celebrated film of the same name

terrorising its inhabitants, reports AFP.

at the university of California, suggested

whose frenzied attack n the movie was inspired by a real
mw&wm.%wmmm

tmm food- poisoning,

* Hitchcock, who lived a few ﬂﬂﬂ away-at the time,

Birds,"

Garrison said the birds were probably suffering

s
newspaper stories about the incident before making his 1963 “The

suffering from

pl.mlmm—wud
food poisoning. induced by an acid identified only in 1991. The acid is

belicved to have been
or disabling of seabirds feeding on

mamudnrnfmtm for the death

anchovies in the area.

[ ]
In the 1961 incident, eight people in Capitola were reported nipped by
seabirds who also flew into police cars, dangled from lamp posts and

Love knows
no law

KAMPALA: A 100 year-old Ugandan man married a 12-year-old girl after
an affair that lasted for months, a Ugandan newspaper reported yesterday,

staggered around

reports Reuter.

The monitor said that Samuel Bukoro was married to the girl, named
only as Nyamihanda, in a traditional ceremony in the western Rubazi village

unjuhl
gandan laws do not permit

mﬂ:rlﬁ}’mrsarﬂttrnﬁemeﬁnmnuﬂ}

or even sexual affairs withghh
by life im

But Bukoro, who is a witch doctor, insisted he would keep his bride
despite opposition from the child's parents and villagers, the monitor said.

He's enjoying every
single drop of life

KUALA LUMPUR: A self-style Muslim preacher with 10 wives and a

pornographic video collection was jailed by a re

ligious court Wednesday

for preaching Islamic laws which allow only four wives at a time, a report

said, says AFP.

singaporean Abdul Talib Harun, 35, was sentenced to 25 months in jail

and fines totalling 14,000 Ringgit

(5,600 dollars) in Johore State, on charges

that also included preaching Islam without the sanction of state religious

authorities, Bernama News Agency
Abu Talib had said he was
His 10 wives were all Si

"ready to u[ﬁWtr to God.”
ingaporeans aged 22 to 28, The six "extra” wives

were sentenced to three months’ ;aﬂmdal'j[ﬁrirmﬁﬁmruh

Authorities raided Abu Talib's house in April 1994, suspecting
deviant Islamic teachings. They arrested Abu
Talib and his wives and confiscated several pornographic video tapes.

using it as a centre to spread

him of

Transter of civil powers

PLO, Israel close to accord

¢ AJROY. July 12: Israel and the
PLO Late Vwesday agreed a deal in
principle on transferring eight civil
powers to Palestinians on the West
Bank. the head of the Palestinian
team Jamil Tarifi said here, reports
AFP.

"We have reached a deal and a
joint formmla on transterring powers
in cight spheres.” Tarifi told journal-
ists. 'l feel happy we have reached an
accord.”

His Isracl coumte Oren Sha-
hor said. "We almost finished all
points, but we are very close.to an
agrecmwent about the eight sphere.”

"We have to see some small tech
iical details.

Farifi said the deal still had "to be

ratified by the political leadership of

hoth partics.” "I it is ratified as it is
it will be signed in the next two days
i Cairo by the heads of the two dele
gations,”

Ihe transfer talks tocused on the
handover of eight civil spheres o the
Palestinian awthority  statistics
s/ petrol industry trade, postal ser
vices, agriculture, insurance, munick

Segotiators from the two sides

|mmununmhlﬁ}-mmm

the rest ol a deal for the second
phase of Padestinian self rule.

llasan Abu Libdeh, head of the
Palestinian Bureau of Statistics told
AFP the two sides would meet Friday
int u military camp outside Florence,
although PLO leader Yasser Arafat
said no decision on such a meeting
had vet been taken.

e deal due to be concluded by
July 25, is also w0 inclhude an Iscacli re-
deployment on the West Bank ahead
of Palestinian clections.

\nuther reports from Jerusalem
adds: Several hundred Israelis urmed
out betore dawn o back the expan-
sion of the West Bank sertdement of
Ffratah as part of a campaign against
an army redeploy ment, police said.

A caravan was sited on a hillsop
as the first of 17 intended for a pew
quarter of the settlement, south of
Bethlchem on the occupied West
Bank, police sad

But police blocked the arrival of
tw 10 other imobile Do

As o lurthar protest st the pollce
R T M st Tl s b e ll'H il
boervisabeim 1o Hobroo Laghw ay by s
g o thee rossd

Puolie dragged away 1] settlers
alter soutfles



