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As Good As Its
Implementation

The new law just passed in Parliament providing for death
penalty for raping, murdering for dowry and trafficking in women
and children should generally be welcomed. Both the demonstrative
and deterrent aspects of the law were badly needed for dealing with
the rising crimes in question. Repression on women and children has
been taking uglier forms, both at the individual and social levels.
Here the emphasis, however, has been given on containing the first
kind. Still, the law seeking to protect the rights and interests of the
vulnerable member of a family can be highly useful for fighting the
malaise at the social level, too.

While we hail the merits of the new law, we cannot but be con-
cerned about its operative part. The provision to form special tri
bunals at all the district headquarters gives some idea of the seri-
ousness of the purpose no doubt. Thoughts have also been given to
speedy disposal of cases by fixing specific time-frames for pur-
suance of various parts of the proceeding. All this is good thinking,
10 be sure. But the problem is that the death sentence — one that is
the ultimate provision for penalty — operates lousily if the fear and
deterrence associated with it are not allowed to sink in the minds
of potential offenders by an unfailing application of the same in
appropriate cases. We have had a law providing for death sentence
for acid throwing but it has not been implemented in the way it
should have been.

The important point is to ensure effective and judicious use of
legal provisions. In this context, can we ask if the existing legal
provisions have been effectively applied to contain repression on
women and children? The answer is going o be in the negative. And
if those laws have not been properly implemented, what is the guar-
antee that the new one will be — in its letter and spirit? There is a
need to ensure that the cases are properly framed, not weakened by
the police at the time of recording — before going to the tribunal

Afterall it is the police who receive the complaints and it has to
be ensured that no case of woman repression is misinterpreted at
that point. A sort of supervisory mechanism — perhaps with help
from vigil bodies like human rights groups — has to be introduced.
That will minimise the chances of bungling the cases of repression
on women and children. At the same time, let us admit, the stricter
the law the greater is the onus on the law enforcers to apply it with
caution. Any possibility of such law's abuse has to be removed. Sure
enough, laws lose their utility both through its arbitrary application
and non-application.

The updated law against repression on women and children, in
the meantime, needs to be brought to public notice through its
publicity on Radio, TV and in the newspapers. The would-be of-
fenders might get the message in full so that they can think twice

Total Farming

What is man's largest material output? All of the six billion of
them considered, the most plausible answer, would be disconcert-
ing — and unflattering to boot. It is waste. Everything under the sun
is being laid waste by man — air and water, land and hills, forests
and sunlight, and all species of flora and fauna of the world. The
depredation wrought by man on nature will eat up man himself in
the end — if wiser and less greedy ways do not prevail very soon.

It is only decades that man has turned to making wastes into as-
set — mainly by recycling them, that again largely through mechani-
cal and chemical means. And this recycling thing has not yet caught
up even with the tip of man's prolific waste-making capacity and
compulsion.

Bangladesh is just ripe for a far-going role in this matter. Perhaps
ripest because of the pressures on it coming from the world's dens-
est population it has now. Bangladesh's land is being ever-exploited
and abused for centuries without any organised attempt at replen-
ishing or rejuvenating it. This is as big a problem as stupendous is
the challenge of finding fuel for this nation's 20 million ovens.

George L Chan, a Chinese scientist now in town, on Tuesday
talked about what he calls integrated farming. And his counsel
touched on both of our tremendous needs — making our land and
water as fecund as these always had been and answering to the fuel
and energy requirements of our society. Professor Chan's emphasis
on exploiting organic waste for generating energy is known to us as
an idea although it remains to be practised as standard and exten-
sive technology. This and his other idea differ from prevailing re-
cycling practices in that these wholly depend on organic agencies
and processes.

In a very short time Bangladesh has become dependent on farm-
ing very largely cushioned by chemical fertilizer which boosts pro-
duction but degenerates soil and — yes — also water and positively
harms fauna of the land. Far from sustaining our agriculture over a
long time-frame, continued use of chemical fertiliser is sure to seri-
ously tell upon the overall liveability of this place. A very promising
and effective way of avoiding stewing in this hell in the making is
Professor Chan's integrated farming which is but a technique of op-
timising agricultural production through the maximum recycling of
human and other organic wastes. And this technique promises both
returning natural fertility to land and re-greening of all the forest
lands lost to population pressure and human greed.

This is surely a break-through in agriculture. But to get any bene-
fit out of it we shall need to involve our whole society in its prac-
tice. That is a very big challenge for Bangladesh.

Incredible!

This is incredible. A vernacular national daily with an enviable
credibility record reported on Tuesday that seven well-furnished
classrooms of the Chittagong Government College were being used
for commercial coaching purposes by the Jamaat student front —
Shibir. This has indeed been going on for years. Each season up to
three thousand pupils are coached here for admission tests for a fat
return of about Tk 30 lakh.

According to the report, things have gone to absurd levels this
year. The HSC examinees are placed in rooms inferior to these seven
well-lighted and fan-fitted rooms. The coaching commences daily
at 3 pm when the normal business of the institution is supposed to
be running full steam.

We are at a loss as to how to react to such a gem of a news. Be-
fore a convincing rebuttal of this, the report has to be taken as true.
But how? Isn't there an administration in that college of wonderful
legacy and incomparable setting? Three thousand pupils could not
have been taught for hours just on the stealth. All Chittagong must
be knowing the facts. And yet how is this unbelievable thing con-
tinuing there? Still unbelieving, we prefer to put an 'if before saying,
found true, the principal must forthwith be required to answer for
this and face the consequences that should issue, If he is at fault,
how could it be possible that his whole team of teachers went along
with him and not one protested?

An enquiry must be made and action taken right now. If the
news is confirmed by lack of a rejoinder and even then there is no
action — it is the education department that will face the conse-
quences.
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Bangladesh, Sonar Bangla

Now it seems likely that the dream of a Bangladesh, having a market in the Indian States on
Bangladesh's borders, viz West Bengal, Meghalavya, Assam, Tripura, Mizoram,

value of some CONSEQUEnCE.

There have been scandals in Be-
gum 7ia's titne, none so potent as the
one that led 1o the recent fertiliser
crisis but the public memory is short
and the Government seems to have
weathered the issue of corruption in
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on anonymous petitions only when

N anonymous petition s ne
A which s not signed by its

author. According to a
government order of August 31, 1982,
no action is required to be taken on
anunymous petitions. But what do
vou do when there is a signature, a
namie and an address, but you have a
strong hunch that these are fictitious,
but not the content? Would you
straightaway take cognizance of the
petition and send it for enguiry, or
would you first verify the sender’s
identity? How much time can you
spend verifying the identity of the
petitioner, when there are hundreds
of such petitions everyday? On the
other hand. if you take cognizance
of the petitions without w:rif}'ing
whether these are anonymous or
you are ndt only violating the spirit ot'
the 1982 government order but also
perhaps unwittingly putting a good
officer 10 hargssment by ordering an
enquiry against him, if indeed the
complaint in the petition is false and
fabricated.

S0, we have at hand a compli-
cated situation because, based on
differemt HOMNS, ANONYINOUS
petitions are presently being handled
difterently by different organisa-

tions. giving rise to anomaly and in- -

consistency within the government.
Before suggesting a way out of this

How to Deal with Anonymous Petitions

These are written in a particular style, distinguished by exaggerations, ufpertuﬁves, digressions,
additives, colourings, etc. even when the intention is to be very specific and concrete.

rather difficult situation, let us delve
a little deep into the causes of
anonymous petitions. Contentwise,
there can be only two categories of
anonymous petitions, namely the
genuine and the fictitious. In the fic-
titious petitions, vengeance appears
to be the prime motive, and this
vengeance may be the outcome of ei
ther misunderstanding or actual loss
or harm suffered by the party con-
cerned. Public humiliation rather than
actual puni is sometimes the
ultimate objective in such cases.
Another motive is to frustrate and
frighten the official into inaction or
to bring about the reversal of an ear-
lier decision. The architects of such

whom are as fond of this instrument
as of4itigation. In some districts,
which | dare not name, sending ficti-
tious petitions is supposed to be a
prime pastime. These are written in a
particular style, distinguished by ex-
aggerations. superlatives, digres-

ik

sions. additives, colourings, cic. even
when the intention is 10 be very spe-
cific and concrete,

Thus, for example, some sexual
offence is bound to be attributed
particularty 10 a young and unmarried
officer even if the main complaint is

regarding his or her alleged financial
corruption. Similarly, people will be

branded in these petitions as sup-
mﬁﬂfpol:hcﬂp‘ﬂupﬁm‘*hum

the government of the day is strongly
allergic. It may be mentioned here
that nowadays a large number of fic-
titious petitions are also issued by a
section of the business commuaity.
All those who have lost out in the bid
for a contract or any other business
deal generally resort to anonymous

pﬁlhubmuhmﬂmmm
ists to publish items in the newspa-
pers and periodicals. The main inten
tion here is to arrange a review so that
at least some delay may be suffered
htlw;:art)whjchhmwunmtﬂm
tract. | am not suggesting here that
no bungling at all is done in deciding
contracts and business deals.

Hakmg Gover nmmt Hm k

On the other hand., genuine
anonymous petitions are generally au-
thored as a last resort by honest but
timid people who are terribly afraid
of the powers that be. Such people

Lﬂ'ﬂiﬂh’ belong to the elite. but
gmﬂﬂy they are poor or lower mid-
die-class people. In their petitions,
the main concern is usually self de-
fence against oppression by the

powerful, rather than with big busi
ness contracts or other similar things.
However, there are always many ex-
ceptions o the above generalisation.

Thus, it may be well appreciated
that there are no easy and straight-
forward solutions in dealing with
anonymous petitions in Bangladesh.
However, conscientious officials
may like to consider the following in
anonymous petitions, Firstly, actions
on anonymous petitions (whatever
these may be ) should be taken at the
highest level in an organisation, and
at the p stage these should
be handled by a trusted lieutenant of
the organisational head. This subor-
dinate official should brief the boss
from time to time about the contents
of such letters. This step should be
able to prevent hasty and irresponsi-
ble actions in general, and in particu-
rassment in the name of enquiry.
Secondly, the head of the organisa-

these are repeated time and again,
and he/she also receives corrobora-
tive information through the
for specific and issues
which are easily verifiable before
taking action. Fourthly, :lunt!t*
or another, the informal response of
the concerned officials on the allega-
tions in the anonymous petitions
should be obtained and considered
Fifthly. where prima face an anony-
mous o be
an attempt be made 10 locate
its author and with the assurance of
ine confidentiality, further leads
should be obtained from him or her
s0 that mischief may be punished and

Finally, by using the informal
channels. efforts should be made to
locate one or two authors of ficti-
tious anonymous petitions, so that
they may at least be warned, if not
punished. and this itself should serve
as a deterrent for potential mischief
MONEETS.

In the long run, the problem of
annn}'nmmpﬂiﬂnmmbculni

accountability in all government
dealings.

Extension of NPT: Legitimising Great Power Hegemonism

by Monaem Sarker

HE global talks on NPT and
T nuclear weapons issues  congl

uded in New York on 12th
Mayv, 1995 withowt agreement on how
w evaluate the past performance of
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). Those who gathered at the
United Nations for nearly four weeks,
¢nded their deliberations on a sour
note.

In a historic decision on May 11,
the 173-member states of the NPT
had agreed without a vote to make
the 25 year old Treaty a permanent
internationmal arrangement. Under the
Treaty, five nations — USA, Russia,
Britain, France and China — are al-
lowed 10 keep nuclear weapons and
all other states agreed not to acquire
them. Pakistan, India and Israel are
among the few states that have re-
fused to join the Treaty.

In fact. the indefinite extension
of NPT divides international society
permancenily into nuclear weapon
haves and the have-nots, and even
more seriously, reinforces for ever,

Great Power hegemonism in interna-
tional socicty and relations. This is a
grave, backward step because at the
end of the cold war and the disap-
pearance of the Soviet Union, of a
bipolar world, we are faced wuh a
umpuhr’ society and US
which is not conducive to the good
of international 'lelt‘t}’ infernational
refations and nrg:mm

The deliberation in the global
conference clearly hi the in-
ternational contradictions in the pro-
liferation theology of the western
powers and the lack of coherent
thinking on the part of non-aligned
nations on this issue. The more they
talk of counter proliferation strategy
the faster they undermine the credi-
bility of the Non-Proliferation
I'reaty, the safeguards system of the
International Atomic Energy Agency
and the Export Control Regulations
of their allies. Their counter prolifera-
tion strategy is ineffective against
terrorist attacks like ones carried out
at the World Trade Centre. It is not

cven necessary to use nuclear explo-
sives. There can be terrorist attacks
with the dispersal of radioactive ma-
terials in closed areas like subways.

What they profess today. If they
do not play such a role what will the
five nuclear weapon powers gain
commensurate with the enormous
expenditure o maintain these nuclear
weapons? Most of the senior military
commanders are of the view that nu-
clear weapons are militarily nnusable
against other nuclear power states.
There use against a non-nuclear
weapon state would be genocidal and
war crime, It is quite obvious that
those conditioned by the nuclear
theology of the past four decades
have not thought through these basic

issues.

Unfortunately. great power hege-
monism has been integral to interna-
tional society and relations ever since
the Sovereign nation State System

S

Graffiti

Sir, Writings on the wall can be
traced back to the cave age when
primates scribbled their messages of
life, weal and woes, and painted
events and associations of daily life.
Over the ages, the graffiti underwent
change in keeping with the advance
of civilisation, way of life and its ev-
ergrowing ambitions and frustration.
In our own life time we have wit-
nessed such changes in the writings of
the wall in and around our metropolis.
The tone is urban, and messages
overwhelmingly political. Every
household, business-premises, educa-
tional institutions have walls around
for protection and demarcation.
However much the owners implore
verbally or by stickers like "stick no
bills" this has failed to dissuade the
enthusiasts from daubing walls in and
around the city with bold writings in
loud paints conveying from love to

hate. or to propagate political aspi-
rations.

Indiscriminate writings on almost
all the walls in conspicuous points
have made the look of the city, al-
rcady choking, under various civic
inadequacies, lousy and ugly. But the
young painters are undaunted. Who-
ever wants to have a stroll braving
milling crowd on the pavement lit-
tered with make shift vendors of all
sorts will find the writings a treat in
themselves. They will indicate the
ethos of the nation at large, senti-
ments of urban unemployed youth,
political temperature of hundred and
one

Writings, as of necessity, are of
various kinds and multifarious. Walls
serve as handy platform for propagat-

| ing all kinds of message and senti-

ment, ¢ven verbal duel. For example,
— “2F @ Ted gfm e (we
demand unconditional release of dear

leader). Obviously, that Bhai is no

angel to have been put belind the
he is not an

bars. But to impress
ordinary mortal like you and me —
the message is cleverly coined. The
person concerned is loudly touted as
a'"so " of some political party
as if without him the country is surly
to go to the dogs. Then, s-nmbod:.'
dif&nng from the

ing "unconditional release” wlﬂﬂmiit ’

convenient to daub the word "5"
(release) with "5 52" (instead of
redease the scoundrel should rather go
to gallows). Travesty of truth is con-
tents of some other messages which
no level-headed man fails to notice.

Some such writing proclaim "s1% 4
S e 9€ «f9T” meaning the
hero of the message has an unblem-
ished character — nay, he is as pure as
rosc-petals. A busy pedestrian passes
with a chuckle full well that
in reality the character of the person
eulogised is a veritable scoundrel.
Then some of the written
in English are replete with howlers
while some others are funny. In any
case, they display the poverty of
knowledge of English — an outcome
of doing away with the language born
of cuphoria and jingoism of past
decades. Some of them make funny
readings like "cust {lic}ulrfm:."
“Vote for poor friend -, advo-
cating in reality 1o cast vote for a

candidate who is a friend of the poor
mass. Indiscriminate writings on city
walls do not make it any better look-
ing. but they do not fail to convey
the intrinsic message that money and

muscle can make a hero of a villain
and the otherway about.

M Gholam Mostafa
Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1205

Manpower export!

Sir, Either our policy makers at
national level cannot see beyond their
nose or the rest of the population is
taken for fools. Such a conclusion
becomes pertinent from a news head-
line ap in front of na-
tional dailies recently. The news is
about an reached between

Bangladesh Govt and a Singapore
manpower importer. Singapore will,
according to the agreement struck,
import Bangladeshi girls to work as
house-maids. Judging by the emolu-
ments and other lavish benefits of-
fered no wonder even many educated
girls will be lured to land the job from
a country where employment oppor-
tunities are non-existent.

Have the great planners thought
of these young Muslim girls of the
hazards that they will be exposed to
in a rather liberal society. As a layman
1 am concerned with the fate await-

them. The memory of a
:;] suicide after intoler-
able sexual harassments meted out 0
her by a Singapore master should have
been fresh in our memory. As we
gather from newspaper reports Sin-
gapore also is a high-AIDS risk coun-

try.

The should serioushy
consider the matter again and refrain
from any foolish venture. The deal
may bring in few dollars but with it,
ﬂrmuﬂmnﬁtmm
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Wr“-r b 10 be a helpless witness

(S85) came into existence about
threc hundred and fifty vears ago.

Despite the foundation principle of
the 5S5-namely that states are inde-

pendent, S and equal, inspite
of tremendous diversities of all kinds
among them. And this principle has
been continually confirmed and re.

confirmed by traditional interna-
tional Laws. Thus hegemonism of the
self appointed Great powers have
lasted all these centuries although the
number and identity of these powers
has varied over centuries despite the

continual protests and efforts of the
overwhelming majority of the small
and weak states to moderate, if not
¢liminate, it. This hegemony re-

ceived, in effect, formal tion

in the so-called Concept of

early in the 19th century (after the

Napoleonic wars), then in the League
of Nations and since the end of sec-

ond world war in the United Nations

too. Once again this hegemonism be-

came, in effect, integral to the pre-

sent world organisation-UN (in the

form of the 5 permanent members of
the security council) despite the for-
mal & express principle that member-

ship of the organisation is based on
Sovereign Equality.

This contradiction was openly,
but under protest, accepted by the
Little Forty Five' members at the
foundation conference of the United
Nations in 1945. On the claim of the
Big five' (USA, UK, USSR, France and
[the then] China) that power and re-
sponsibilities should go together. In
the context of still on going struggle
of these powers against one of the
Axis powers (Japan), this recognition
of the role of Great powers was un-
derstandable if not unavoidable,

But, then, for the last fifty years
of the UN, this claim of power and re-
sponsibility going together has been
blown to smithereens, for it is plain
that the great powers have func-
tioned irresponsibly in initiating or
backing many tragic dispute and
wars( for example Vietnam & Latin
America, Eastern Europe and
Afghanistan, Suez canal area, South
East Asia, etc.). It was (and is) there-
fore time to debunk these preten-
tious claims of the Great Powers that
power and responsibility should go
together, at least in the 50th
Anniversary of the United Nations,
which has somehow survived the four

decades old cold war between two
groups of nations headed by the USA
and USSR. And also in memory of 50th
years of Atomic Bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This de-
mand for eliminating Great power
hegemonism in international society,
relations and organisation has been
rt'g.lhr}y asserted by the Non-Aligned

since the estab-
I:shmn of NAM in 1961.

The world has changed greatly in
the last decade. We have continued
to witness a situation, the states
both industrialised and developing,
possessing or striving to possess nu-
clear ilities. Not much has been
done so far to achieve the basic ob-
jectives for complete nuclear disar-
mament. It is high time that all those
states possessing nuclear weapons
must destroy them totally including
the stockpiles of fissile materials,
stop their researches and
of new weapons. Let us climinate all
weapons of mass destruction and
prevent nuckear war so that resources
so released can be channelled and

saved for development purposes.
The writer is a leader of

Can Dhakaites be ever confident
that they will go o work and return
home evervday in one piece? The
question need not surprise — far less
puzzle, the readers. The risk they run
evervday is an obvious fact of every-
day lite here,

Dhaka City has become so acci-
dent-prone that nobody can even
make a safe guess whether once out
he or she will be lucky 1o avert an ac-
cident, major or minor, As sooOn as
one steps out and boards a public
transport — be it a rickshaw or a
scooter or a fempo or a bus or a
minibus — one is at the mercy of its
driver, licenced or not. The man at
the steering of an auto may be a mere
helper. One can avoid this hazard
only by keep walking, but alas, one's
physical power cannot take one (00
far. S0 vou cannot help being left to
the mercy of the drivers,

On board a paddle rickshaw, you
have got to be an efficient observer
looking for any approaching vehicle
which might ram into your three
wheeler. Interestingly, this has be
come the obligation of the passen
gers and not of the rickshaw puller
who does not bother about other ve
hickes crowding the roads. He scems
to feel ashamed if he cannot over
take other rickshaws in fromt of him
sometimes had becomes so stimu
Lated thiat he is stirred by an inner urge
(0o overtake even cars and buses. The
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to the dangerous nunoeuvres as his
crics of caution viten go unheeded.

Rather such cries might bewilder the
rickshaw puller which may prove still
ot lwardous,

A baby taxi or mishuk passenger
seemns a little less unsafe than a rick-
shaw passenger although the risk of a
head-on collision with other vehicles
increases as the drivers, particularhy
the newer ones, do not want to be
‘shuggish” in driving their autos, Their
craze tor speed sometimes proves
dangerous and brings fatal conse-
gquences to the innocent passengers
who have to accept the sombre des-
tiny tor no fault of theirs.

A bus or a minibus journey is per
laps the satest of all as there is less
risk of their being dashed and pushed
by other vehicles. Once you get into a
bus or a minibus vou are handly likely
to be treated as a human being. If
vou are hapless and do not get a seat
vou have 1o be a standing
whao is always pushed by the conduc
tor for making room for more. They
are almost literally sandwiched and
pac ked like sardines. In a way, the
passengers standing on the foothold
are slighthy better off as they seem
jut sorne relied, although they also run
the risk of being dashed by other ve
hiw bes or slipping into the road 1o be
crushied under the wheels of the vehi
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ches coming belind.

Perhaps by now. it has become
evident that the misery of the r.,it',’
dw cllers commuting on |mh-l.ir.' trans-
port knows no bound. But there is
nobody 1o listen w their grievances,
There is no forum or organ except
newspapers through which the ag-
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not to be bothered by such petty

' es.

In fact, Dhakaites have learnt to
take road accidents for granted. It
has become a part of their lives. Not
a single day passes, when they do not
find news of such casualties in the
newspapers although not all of them
are duly re d. These accidents
occur mainly due to the sheer negli-
gence on the part of the drivers but
the passengers are nearly always the
losers and sufferers. but the drivers
frequently "manage 1o escape” leav-
ing the law enforcing agencies agape.

The ordeal of using public trans-
port will remain as long as this situa-
tion continuous. We do not hope to|
have fully risk-free roads overnight.
But at least stricter enforcement of
traffic rules, effectively checking vio
lation of speed limit, overtaking,
reckless manocuvres, among other
considerabhy reduce the incidence
road mishaps. There may not be full
emand ipation from pain. but is a it
the redied o much o ask for?
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