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Irwgi President Saddam Hussain (L) is applauded by
party members Monday, a day after being reelected as

secretary general of the ruling Baath Party. Nonetheless,
Saddam refused to accept the post for life following a two-

day party congress.

— AFP/UNB photo

Abducted Chinese englrescued:

Pakistani authoritics rescued a Chinese engineer

hours after he was

kidnapped in Punjab province, an executive at his company said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Islamabad.
Wang Yu Gao, working for China Petroleum and Engineering Construc-

tion

Corporation, was abducted on Monday while working near Taunsa

in southern Punjab, near the border with North-West Frontier

- Province (NWEFP), the executive said.

Kuwaiti Emir retains ke
The new Emir, MW&MMM@J
will retain the posts of prime minister, H:mnﬂamﬂm&r—h
chief of the armed forces, AP reports from Doha.

. The announcement on state-run radio came two weeks after Sheik
Hamad overthrew his father, Khalifa, who had ruled for 23 years. in a

bloodless coup. As the new deputy

brother, interior minister Sheik

2T 1l£c

minister, Al Thania named his
bin Kahlifa Al Thani

s die in ambush:
and another was badly wounded in the restive

mmarmmn&nrmmwmm

AP from Dushanbe.

It said officials blamed one of the armed
tral Asian nation's government. The report

punppmcdmme{:en
not say where in the Garm

district. 2 mountainous region dotted by remote hamlets, the ambush oc-
curred or when. It guoted the Tajik Interior Ministry as saying the police
offficers were on patrol when they were ambushed.

5 civilians killed in N Iraq: aes

five civilians were killed and 20 more wounded Monday

as ceasefire

MMHMMMMMMWﬂ,M

reports from Nicosia

~ The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) accused each other of breaking the truce in force since April

Road misha

clalm 27 in France:

coach crashes in France,

Twenty seven people died tWO separate
mnmmm:hmmmnw

to Spain overturned, officials said, AFP

Police said initial

from Roguemaure, France.
that the driver of the Spanish

coach involved in that accident in southern France may have dozed off at
the wheel. The crash left 23 dead and 31 injured.

Letterbombblasthurts2mUS

A letiér bomb

at a long distance telecommunications compan

two people wounded Monday, nntscrmush' ufﬂcials

said, AFP reports from
The explosion which

North Carolina.
at 11:45 am (1535 GMT) forced official to

evacuate the nine story structure. The State Bureau of Investigation said
the device was some sort of letter bomb but offered no details.

26 murdered in Kwazulu Natal:

Twenty six inchuding two children, were murdered in South Africa's
volatile Kwazulu Natal province at the weekend, police said Monday, AFP
reports from Johannesburg,

Among those killed were a nine year old girl and her four-year-old fired
mmmmmmmmmﬁm:umm province's

South Coast by a 34- year-old man, who

:lnh.

r stoned to death by a

France c}_ggoﬂs 51 Rumanians:

51 Rumanians, flying them to Bucharest on a

cl‘mlutdphae—-—
to keep up a crackdown on illegal

signaling that the new conservative

intends
from Paris.

"This is not an example. It's a policy,” Interior Minister Jean-Louis
Debre said of the mass expulsion in a television interview.

3 die from food

A passion for eating exotic

in Manila:

while drinking proved fatal for three

mFﬂp«mmmﬂinpntdmnoﬂmp:ﬂnﬂw APrcpm'ls

Dmisiu{:uartﬂm, 21, Francisco Ladi, SZHHIhhhmﬂ::rllmiehdi,
18, began convulsing within 20 minutes of eating a poisonous bullfrog

which they

had captured in the streets late Sunday night. They were

declared dead upon arrival at Philippines General Hospital.

Kuwait bans "Bombay'": xuwait has ban

ned the Hindi film "Bombay” saying it offended the sensibility

of Muslims

and ordered an enquiry how it was brought into the country, PTI reports

from Dubai.
There were some

was screened earlier. However, at the time of the
hi‘aulaund.a:cordhgmaupmﬁnthtﬂri:h

Sea:rch on for 4
abducted tourists
in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, July 11: Indian
up the search today

for tourists seized by
Muslim separatist guerillas in Kashmir,
as the state’s head Myslim priest de-
manded their immediate release, re-

ports AFP.

The Indian authorities, mean-
pilgrims ond the
: m:unﬁnﬂ’hm saying
they could become targets of Muslim
militants in the area.

Reinforcements of soldiers
moved into Phalgam, some 100 kilo-
meters east of here, where a group of
15 armed men abducted two Ameri-
r-ﬂmmmmm

last Friday outside a theatre where the film

the film was not

Suu Kyz

BANGKOK, July 11: Praised inter-
nationally for her courage and quietly
revered at home as "The Lady," Nobel
Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi kept the
struggle for democracy in Myanmar
*WMﬂmdhm
arrest, reports AP,

Suu Kyi detained in 1989 after

a u -
hinted recently that they might ex-
tend her six-year sentence, and her re-
lease came as a surprise.

During her detention, she refused
offers of freedom in exchange for ex-
:I: rcmnklhu steadfastly committed

democracy. Remaining the symbol
ut‘ the Myanmar pro-democracy
movement, she became one of the

world's best-known political prison-
ers.

In a country where citizens always
ok over their shoulders, her name is

International

Troops repulse LTTE attack,
advancing toward Jaffna

COLOMBO, July 11: Government
troops beat back a fierce Tamil rebel
stack carly Tuwesday and resumed
their advance into goerilla-held terri-
ory in northern Sri Lanka on the third
day of a major offensive, military
officials said, reports AP,

About 10,000 soldiers
by warplanes, tanks and artillery were
inching forwand 10 expand the region
under military control in Jaffna Penin
sk, the officials said.

But the offensive. the largest in
vight vears. does not intend to cap-
ture the wown of Jaffna. the rebel
stronghold where hundreds of thow-
sands of Tamil civilians live, military
soirces have said on condition of

In a stsement from their London
office. the rebels said Monday that
more than 160 civilians have been
killed. including 63 who died Sund:n
when war bombed St Petcr's

Church and school in Navaly, a town

close 1o Juffna city,

A miilitary source and an interna
tional relief agency confirmed the -
tac k. but gave different casualty fig
WM™

Many of the 800,000 Tamil civil-
ians in Jaffna Peninsula reportedly

have fled areas of fighting and taken
shelier in relief centers in schools,
churches and Hindu temples.

Military spokesmen first denied
the church and school had been hit,
but later said they didn't know
whether they had

Act to them, seven soldiers
and | | have been killed and
80 soldiers injured in the three-day
offensive in the , Which is
300 kilometers (185 miles) north of
Colombo,

Un Tuesday, nine soldiers were

when the rebels attacked one
of the two columns of troops moving
forward, but the guerillas were re-

pulsed, said spokesman Col. Piyal
Abeysekera,
mmmmm

kmg range uﬂlhr}' opened fire on
rebel positions and ground

moved forward from the Palali
tary base.

Both columns of soldiers moved
forward about eight kilometres (five
miles) on Sunday, but little progress
was reported Monday.

AFP adds, President ( handrika
humaratunga today called lor an in-
vestigation after the Sri Linkan Air
Force bombed a Roman Cathelic
church, killing 2 karge number of eivil
Lﬂr including 13 babics. officials

Kumaratunga met with the
Catholic leaders here and asked them
to use their good offices 1o probe
the bombing of Navaly church in
Jatina Peninsula, which occurred dur-

b
they said.

The International Comminee of
the Red Cross (WRC) here confirmed
tl:thn*ielnthchﬁ:la-d

oo by cosgldi dhob
may be accurate.

“We are not saying that the
church was But we can
confirm several bombs fell on #." the
ICRC official said. The military says it
is not aware of hitting civilian targees
but confirms carrying out a series of
airstrikes,

The Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) said that ap
w0 200 civilians had been killed during
the offensive bunched on Sunday .

The LTTF's clandestine radio, the
Voice of Tigers said the death soll at
the church rose 10 120 men. women
and children killed. Eartcr the rebels

had given a figure of 65 deaths.

MQM to push for
new province

if talks fail

ISLAMABAD, July 11: Armed mili-
tants in the southern city of Karachi
says they will push for their own eth-
nic province if peace talks with the
government fail, an English-langnage
newspaper reported Tuesday, says
AP.

Ajmal Dehilvi, chief negotiator of
the Mohajir Quami Movement
(MQM), said his group would not
compromise on basic demands it
plans to put forward in negotiations
scheduled to begin here late Tuesday,

0 The News.

The MQM's basic demands call
for a more equal share of power and
opportunities for the Mohajirs, or
migrants, who make up about 70 per
cent of Karachi's 12 million popula-
tion.

"Should the talks fail, a
would be demanded, making Sind's
division inevitable,” Dehlvi told the
NEWSpaper.

More than 1,000 people have
hecnhﬂ:dﬂﬁ?mrh:ﬂltiﬂ

litical violence in the nation's hrg:st
city.

UNSC urged to
lift arms ban
on Kigali

UNITED NATIONS, July 11:
Rwanda's government thtSﬂ:n-
rity Council Monday to
cmharpnnl[iglﬁ,mdmmed
n:wmmlniunwictptll:ﬁ:ch
regime from rearming, in a r
dated July 5 and released at UN head-

qurminﬁcw‘mrhlonday re-

cumﬂrﬂwﬂcdh:ﬂmhﬁuﬂnﬂﬂ-
tias and soldiers from the prior
regime may be undergoing training
and being rearmed in neighbouring
He called for deploying UN ob-
servers at airports in Kinshasa, Goma
Bukavu and Unvira in Zaire with the
goal of limiting the militarisation of
Rwandan refuge camps in Zaire."
A report by the UN secretary
ﬁcncralnﬁmeissutisducmbcdc-
vered to the council by the end of
the week, a UN spokesman said.

D lakh women die
each year for
motherhood'

PARES, July |1 Women are paying
a high price tor motherhood with
expectant mothers facing persis-
ently high mortality rates, according
1ot report published today by the
U'N Fund for Population Activities
{ UNFPA). reports AFP.

Half a million women die each
vear cither from pregnancy or during
childbirth, with 99 per cent of those
residing in developing countries the
LINFPA reports says, adding that ma-
ternal mortality remains surprisingly
high at a time when other demo-
graphic trends are improving,

ln the past 20 vears life ex-
pectancy has jumnped by eight years
in developing nations, while infant
mortality has fallen by a third.
Worldwide fertility rates show the
average number of children per
wonzn down from 6.1 in 1950 to 3.7
today.

But for women in developing na-
tivns the statistics remain bleak, a
phenomenon the UNFPA report at-
tributed o social reasons: the inte-
rior social standing of women across
the developing world does not allow

them to take precautions against an

unwanied pregnancy or a pregnancy-
linked illness.

Setbacks in ties won't lead to

hostility, US assures Chma

WASHINGTON, July 11 : The Clin-
ton administration is trying to con-
vince Chinese authorities it is not
hostile to Beijing despite setbacks in
arrest of a prominent Chinese- Ameri-
can dissident, reports AP.

"Despite the fears of some in
China, we are not e1 in a policy
of containment of China,” State De-
partment spokesman Nicholas Burns
said Monday. "We're engaged in a
policy of engagement with China, and
that's going to remain the fundamen-

Since dissident Harry Wu was ar-
rested three weeks ago, Burns and
other officials have coupled their
outrage over China's refusal to grant
consular access to Wu with expres-
sions of reassurance to China that the
United States seeks to talk over dif-
ferences on other issues,

"We're trying to arrange high-level
vontacts between our (wo govern-
ments because that is the way you
clarify differences and misunder-
standings,” Burns said last week.

On Monday, China permitted a US
diplomat to have access to Wa but

not before he was charged
gally obtaining lult secrets -l
other criminal activities. In

h:-de—ﬂm re-

China seems convinced that the
administration's actions do not fit
with its reassuring words. The
uh:kmthrrthﬂuuﬁp

in May when President Clinton re-
versed course and decided to grant a
visa to Taiwanese President Lee
Teng-Hui to make a private visit to
the 1 nited States.

tal bedrock of our policy.”

e

Soldiers carry the body of a cﬂﬂtdgue killed h}r
security otrtpost the north eentral village Danumandalwa Monday

.........................

Tamal Tigtr Iﬂ“ﬂ&l‘]]ldl-; u.iy smashed a

. N

............

— AFP/UNB photo

Ignormg UN threat Serbs advance
deep into Srebrenica

SARAJEVO, July 11: Bosnian Serb
forces set themselves up for a show-
down with the United Nations. ignor-
ing threats of airstrikes and advanc-
ing deep into the Muslim enclave of
srebrenica. ordering peacekeepers to
et out. reports Reuter.

"The Bosnian Serb demand is
completely umacceptable to us,” said
UN spokesman Gary Coward. "The UN
iy determined to protect the en-
clave.”

“Ihe UN leadership is g;wing air
strikes active consideration,” said
Coward,

The kast NATO airstrikes, in May
provoked Bosnian Serbs to march

mto LN posts and take almost 400
peacckeepers hostage.,

The dresh advance late on Mon-
day to within 1000 metres (yards) of
Srehrenica town, increased tension
ier a weekend in which Bosnian
Serbs have shelled the area at Will and
detained 30 Dutch peacekeepers.

I'he Serb thrust again put the ef-
fectiveness of the UN mission in
doubt.

About +0.000 people. mainly Mus-
lims live in the enclave, most in the
shanterad town of Srebrenica.

They are watched over by 450
puacekeepers.

Now the Bosnian Serbs have told

them all 1 keave in the next 48 hours,
UN otlicials said.

A Security Council statement on
Monday demanded the immediate
release of peacekeepers detained
during the Bosnian Serb advance
decp into the srebrenica pocket in
castern Bosnga.

it warned all sides mﬂm«t
- fully” the sate area. But o on

the ground doubt the effectiveness
of the threat to renew air strikes.

"Look what happened when we
uscd air strikes in May to try to re-
store the integrity of the exclusion
tone around Sarajevo, It don't work,
the zone collapsed,” said one offi-
cial. who declined to be named.

Cirvenpeace director Lord Peter Melchett hugs 18-year-old Mirrielle Perreira during a
wreath laying ceremony outside the French Embassy in London on Monday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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PLO slams Israeli claim
on West Bank waters

JERTSALPM. puly 11 : Israed insists
un retaning control over most of the
West Bank s water resomrces even
when Palestinian asonomy s cstab-
lished throughowt the area, Isracl's
H,lh‘ll'lk’ﬂ.lﬂ'ﬂ'l'mm
WP

e dispute over water, one of
the most precious resources in the
Middic East. marked the latest snag
in efforts 0 reach agreement on an
Israch troop withdrawal from West
Bank 1w ns and Palestinian clections
by the target dase of July 25.

Ihe Israchi on water
rql’lsu.inrmldhf—mh-
tween Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and water experts prior to planned
talks with the PLO in ltaly this week

\griculture Minister Yaacov Tsar
tokl reporters that Isracl would op-
posc any Change in the way water is
pumped owt of the large aquifer un-
der the West Bank.

N is all from the same bathtub
and we are not about to change the
div ision..... 1o dry wp areas of Israel

and cnrich parts of the Palestinian

Currently, the West Bank aquifer
supphes srael with =40 million cubic
metres annually, about 40 per cent of
the water wsed by its 5.5 million citi-
tens, according 1o the Middle East
Insclligence Digest.

e 1 million Palestinians of the
West Bank get abowt 130 million cw-
hi‘hrll.-un. annually from the aquifer
— abowt 1.5 times less
thean Israchs. ol i

cul i .
Roni Hassid sasd that under the Is-
not be perminied o conduct new
drillings for water in the West Bank
except on 2 limited scale in the Jor
dan Valley.

It is not just.” he said. “They are
not the masters and we are not the
slaves.” He said that while Palestini-
ans suffer constant water
lsrach setthers in the West Bank have
‘everything including v immiag

pools.”

Off the Record

Sherlock Holmes

to fetch a fortune

LONDON: One of the finest collections of Sherlock Holmes material
cver offcred for sale is expected to fesch around 70,000 pounds (111,000
dollar) &t auction i London this month. Satheby's said on Monday. reports

Reuter.

The July 24 auction will featore first oditions,

papers and memorabilia

relating to one of the world's most famous fictional detectives and his

creator, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

The collection was amassed by Standley Mackenzie, a former cus
todian of London's Sherlock Holmes Society, who died earlier this year.

The items for sale include the pipe used by Peter-Cashin Gin his film
portrayal of the Victorian detective and a gold cigarette case inscribed, by

Criminal brain

HUNTINGTON, West Virginia: An inmate who
ing a rope fashioned out of minty dental floss drew m

Monday, reports AP.

"Sounds good to me." Robert Shepard, 35, told US District Judge

Robert Staker.

mnmﬂyhmumumw jail in

Emﬂrﬂhm
offenses.

uﬁ:rcrh:hhtﬂ*rhl”i—:
the escape and additional time for the

braided a rope as thick as a

cord out of floss

at the jail commissary, and used it to scale an 18-foot (5.5-metre)
recreation yard wall. He then cut through a fence with a 3-inch (7.6-

centimetre) hacksaw blade.

He had been awaiting trial on weapons violations and charges of

breaking into a post office.

Shepard was captured about 60 miles away after robbing a pharmacy.
Millionaires by accident

MMMEMHMHMM all

hlﬂmd‘l,
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— you mess it up,

you buy it

un(hpmauﬁ:mtnuéld:mﬁ:humﬂ:mmu
its twin, but the woman refused to buy it. So Mrs Chapman bought it and
hit the winning numbers to split the dirs 4 million jackpot.

"I never dreamed in a million years that it would happen to us.” said Mrs
Chapman, who seemed apologetic for her good fortune.

The customer who picked the lncky numbers — 9, 17, 21, 24, 28 and 40

has not come forward.
The also get

a bonus of about dirs 40,000 before taxes, for

rhmmMMMMnthHm

C

ostly mistake

WASHIINGTON: A man who said he underwent nearly seven years of

experimental drug treatments after

hdm&wndnhﬁ;

the AIDS virus has been awarded 4.1 dirs million in damages by a federal

jury, repont AP,

H.mmml Machesney, 57, a former Catholic p:ht.ﬂ diagnosed with

the HILY virus that canses AIDS two

times in 1985. Seven years later

I wis tokd he had never been infected with the virus,
e award handed down Wednesday in US District Court in Washington

IM canie in a kewsuit filed

the physician's professional
yroup of
of Machesney's

against Machesney

physician,
mmmmmim:m

Dr Lawrence Bruni,
and KL

Curru[ninn root cause of M

4 more rescued after 11 days
of ROK store disaster

SEOUL. July 11: The first of the
latest four confirmed survivors was
lifted from the rubble of a collapsed

shopping complex Toesday, nearly 11
and h:llf:hf! after it caved in on

Officials said Yoo Ji-hwan, a 19-
year-old female sales clerk at the
Department Store which

fore she was pulled out at 3:30 pm
(0650 GMT).
mmmmmm.

21-year-old man was pulled out alive
two davys earlier. It is where officials
thought there was the least possibils
ity of finding anyone alive.

Meanwhile, President Kim Young-
saim on Tuesday declared a new war
against corruption, it as a
root capse of a deadly mall
collapse that left more 1,000

peo ::ll.':ldurinhlltd.
eight more bodies recov-

L’H!dwenﬂlalﬂm'lrlm&
death toll rose to 207, Abowt 220
people were still listed as missing, and
more than 900 people were hurt. -

“The root cause of the collapse is
corruption and irregularities, against
which the government is determined
10 wage a war anew,” Kim told aides.

— symbol of struggle, commitment, democracy

whispered reverently and sometimes
her picture is seen next to
golden statuetics of

Her rise to political prominence,
however, came unexpectedly.

Suu Kyi, 50, whose name means "A
Hrigtuuﬂln:nunofm ‘Uinu-
ries,” was born in Y
wﬁfhungﬁnmw E

efmtht

ﬂtmtﬂedwkkly studying

in New Delhi and Oxford University

and working for the United Nations in

New York and Bhutan. She raised two

SOns in

hlﬂﬂtmmdm?m

nurse her dying mother, just as anti-

government demonstrations ex-
ploded on the streets nationwide.

"l could not, as my father's
daughter, remain indifferent to all
that was going on. This national cri-
sis, in fact, could be called the sec-

ond struggle for independence,’ she
said at the time.
suu Kyi, a slim, almost frail-look-
ing woman, commanded attention as
Aung San's daughter. She publicly
criticised ! s dictator Gen Ne
Win, for non-violent moves
to democracy and condemning hu-
man rights abuses by the government.
Ne Win stepped down in 1988,
and later that year, hundreds of thou-
sands of people took to the streets
rotest military rule. Troops
the uprising, killing hundreds.
Suu Kyi was arrested the next year for
" i ® Imﬂ
The opposition National Leagne
for Demecracy won a landslide vic-
tory in 1990 general elections, but the
military refused 1o honour the results,

andl has suppressed virtually all dis-
Ls)
In 1991, Sun Kyi was awarded the

Nobel Peace Prize. She was cited for
"o of the most extraordinary ex-

amples of civil courage in Asia in re-

venmt tll‘l.lljt“'i.
In February 1994, Ihrw
allowed US Cos Bill Richard

son to visit her and he came away

praising "a woman of
commitment .. mMu
best ideals of

hhtmldliclunhmlhnhuﬂt
in detention was not harsh
except when she was mal-
nourished for 4-5 weeks because she
had ne money for food.

A piano player, Suu Kyi, acquired
new musical tastes in detention,
growing fond of the American band
the Grateful Dead and Jamaican reg-
gae singer Bob Marley. She kept an
austere daily routine — awake at 4:30
am o meditate and back to bed at
9:25 pm after listening to Myanmar
opposition radio. She listened 10
forcign news on the radio and reread

the works of India's
non- violent d‘m-
Crandhi.

Her father, Aung San, was a mem-

ber of a group of nationalists, the so-

Clinton rejects
Gingrich's plea to
recognise Taiwan

WASHINGTON, July 11: The Clin-
ton administration firmly rejected on
M:IML: luﬂeﬂhm by a leading
Re an in the US that
the United States -mc".?“'

Taiwan as a free country,” reports AP,

"The President sets American
foreign policy towards China,” State
Department spokesman Nicholas
Burns said. "and the President is not
going to change that policy.”

|Like mwost ogher countries, Wash-
ington recognises the communist

m-mr:
rela

tains trade and other _
o1 | aiwan,

uons with the
an offshore that Beijing con-

sicders a rogaee provinee.



