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The Junta's Good Sense

We heave a sigh of relief with the rest of the world that
Myanmar's pro-democracy movement leader Aung San Suu Kyi has
been released from her six years of military confinement. We are

specially elated over this dramatic development because it has
Mmmmwmmn
the next-door neighbour naturally interests us a great deal with a
negative picce of news hurting us and a positive one making us
hmhmitn-:.

What can us more than to see that Burma once known as
politically and economically a closed country is now opening up to
the rest of the world, even showing a readiness to catch up to some
global trends. The military junta, one must admit, has demonstrated
these in some style. The release of Suu Kyi has been largely due to
the moral pressure of world opinion no doubt; even so, it does not
quite detract from the good sense the military have ultimately
shown by relenting to it. In fact, they had started a process of
reconciliation some time ago when they met the gaoled leader
herself and subsequently released Tin Oo and Kyi Maung, her
political colleagues from prison in March.

The junta's bamafides will be borne out one way or the other by

" what it does now after Suu Kyi picks up her political life from where
she had left off. Since she has been released unconditionally she
should be free to pursue her political beliefs through the pro-

democracy platform of the NLD which, in the thick of this military
rule earlier on, had given her a landslide victory in the 1990 election.

If the junta puts restrictions on Suu Kyi's political activity down
the road or otherwise fails to improve its human rights records then
its newly-found image will be smeared back to its blighted past.
The Myanmar military authorities have not acted impulsively in
freeing the pro-democracy leader; in fact, they have taken time to
decide on it, in due deference, we believe, to the popular urges and
expectations for political liberalisation. The world would like them
to act now as self-convinced converts to the ways of democracy
rather than carrying the hard feeling that their hands have been
forced in releasing Suu Kyi. There is, however, no short-cut to the
democratisation of a society which has been subjected to a long-
drawn military rule. The military and political party leaders in
Myanmar should, in a carefully balanced relationship, work for
national reconciliation leading to the establishment of an unalloyed
democracy in Myanmar.

In the best of political traditions of this region, a people's
leader has been released by a military regime by the force of
circumstances. This makes for a moment of joy in that country
reminiscent of what we had experienced when Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was freed from jail in the aborted Agartala

CONSPiracy case.
Want Violence-free Exam

Widespread violence and assault on invigilators, including a
principal, in different examination centres have marked the on-
going Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSC) examinations.
Much as the concerned officials may claim that "except some
violent incidents in several centres" of the two boards" the
examination of English first paper” was peacefully held, the trend is
obviously towards increasing violence and aggression. So aggressive
the examinees and their supporters are becoming that the
wmsﬂm{mﬂn Education Association has

= - Anvigilation at the examination halls is growing risky in a direct
proportion to the rising trend in the adoption of unfair means by
the examinees. The number of examinees expelled from the
examination halls has already reached a staggering figure but

certainly there is more to it. Invigilators always run the risk of being
manhandled or grievously — even fatally — attacked by the erring
students or their muscle-flexing mentors. The risk notwithstanding,
some teachers cannot be unfaithful to their profession and take the
action the offence calls for. The death of an invigilating teacher at
the hands of some expelled students a couple of years ago only
brings to the fore how the sanctity of examinations — or, for that
matter, education — has been sacrificed.

No teacher has so died this year, but apart from physical death a
teacher embraces a kind of moral death when he or she is subjected
to humiliation of the worst type. The BCS (Education) Association
has lamented that the teachers have no power to control their
students; rather it is the students' unions and organisations in
association with political parties, which hold the rein. True, politics
has vitiated to a large extent the atmosphere of education. But
then, it should be admitted that the teachers themselves are no less
responsible for this state of affairs. That the profession does not
command the respect it once did owes to some of their
involvement in dirty politics and other deviant practices. Politics
has certainly set the tone. But others, inchuding the teachers, have
not resisted the disintegration because that has served them well.
Speaking in terms of material benefits that is.

However, dissociation of politics from education is not likely .

to be the remedy. The teachers must play the role of a guide and
help the students to inculcate ideals that can usher in healthy
politics. The political parties should also come out of their
rhetorics and help establish a good educational environment. We
must admit that it is education that can save the day for us.

Population Day Angle

The observance of the World Population Day yesterday was not
different from that of any other occasion on the United Nation's
calendar. Usually the concept behind each such occasion's
celebration is a culmination of the good work done or the high
point of achievement. But unfortunately, we observe the days
without the backing of a crash drawn to coincide its
completion with them. Yet in the area of population control the
country can claim some modest achievement. Lamentably though,
the details of that achievement are not properly fed to the press.
Otherwise how is one to explain the absence of
stories and that of an update on the status of our people etc in the
newspapers in the days preceding the occasion proper.

Instead of dealing more with projection, we would have done
better if we had taken an accurate account of our success rates in
different areas of statistics. After the International
Mtnnemw:ﬂmwrn(ﬂmhmnhﬁ
September, the focus has shifted on to the individual human beings
as against the numerical values. This, we imagine, has come about
because of the earlier overriding attention to the population

~ control programme. The realisation is that man and woman are
conditioned by the environment in which they live. To effect any
qualitative change in their lives, the individual's needs must be met
first.

That brings up a whole lot of questions relating to resource
distribution, gender equality and the environmental concerns. Edu-
cation and empowerment have, therefore, been found to be the
key factors in changing the fate of individuals. The prevalence of

is enly one of the many factors that can bring about
the pattern and rate of human increase or decrease. The stress is on
free and responsible choice of people. In a country like Bangladesh,
this has become the greatest casualty of all. So we must educate our
population first so that they can earn their livelihood and make

- responsible decisions.

primne MANESIET's Not-S0-
COMENON m with the

m:ml;.m-hm
Association of (OCAB)
on Saturday last can hardly be
dismissed as 2 mere pro
gambit. Byﬂhuﬂrzm ) T
well-defined purpose and pointed
message for all concerned. Come
what may, she likes to ¢ her
term in the office and she would do
nothing contrary to the Constitution
for holding the next general election.
The message contains nothing new —
but none should doubt that the
articulation and delivery of the
message was never bolder or more
decisive.

By adroitly using an important

like OCAB and by telecast-

ing the event at prime thme. the prime
minister also sent another powerful
message — both for home and
abroad — that her party, if voted to
power again, won't renew the 25-year
Indo-Bangladesh Friendship Treaty.
The Treaty — signed immediately
after the liberation of Bangladesh, in
March 1972 o be precise — is due to
expire in 1997. Awami League, the

party in power when the Treaty was
whmm-ﬂ
lar position. The issue, therefore, has
ii:tkthl:lﬂ‘fnrgtﬁh‘“lﬂ#
chal.luﬂtur

E—lﬂh hl'
plomatic brush
mﬂlhnr cannot be ruled out.

For the time being, however, the
st issue is not the Indo-
Bangladesh Friendship Treaty. but
the first one — the prime minister's
wholesale rejection of the opposition
demand for holding the next general
clection under a caretaker govern-
ment. "Caretaker government is
completely unconstitutional ... What
is beyond the Constitution cannot be
accepted.” the prime minister told
the OCAB members reiterating her
original stand. As the opposition

Hold National Referendum on the

Issue of Caretaker Government

To ascertain people's demand, why not ask the people — through a referendum — whether
they want general election under a caretaker government. Time has come to understand that
the issue of caretaker government can no more be kept within the floors of parliament, in the

corridors of judiciary or in the cloistered world of state power .

MPs refuse 1o join the parliament, the
government, she believes, is left with
the only one option “to strictly follow
the Constitution o wphold democ-
racy and the constitutional process.”

\s the prime minister hardens her
stand and buys time by referring the
mrﬂﬂrnlmwmmhnnf
ﬂtwuhfrﬂmh
ment o the Supreme
position seems to b-e tqua{{r
adamant for holding the next general
clection under a neutral caretaker
government. The o
cially since the Magura by
rules out the possibility of holding a
free and fair election under the cur-
rent administration. The opposition
also rejected the Commonwealth-
brokered negotiation that called for
a resignation of the prime minister
30-days before the election to be
conducted by a caretaker govern-
ment consisted of representatives
from both the ruling party and the
opposition,

Be that contrary to the Constitu-
tion or not, by agreeing to the Com-
monwealth-brokered negotiations
the ruling party has, in principle, al

ready agreed to the idea of holding
the next general election under a

caretaker government. The only con-
tentious issues that contributed to
the eventual failure of the Common-
wealth-brokered negotiations were

believed 10 be the composition of
the caretaker government and how
long before the date of the general
election the prime minister should
resign. The opposition has been de-
manding her resignation 90 days be-
fore the general election. The prime
minister says the opposition origi-

nally demanded her resignation only
21 days before the clection, and it

against the government. Although it
led to deaths of more than a dozen of
ordinary farmers — besides nation-

wide hue and cry against the alleged

by CAF Dowlah
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was she who agreed to step down be-
fore 30 days.

The deadlock continues, intensi
fying its magnitude everyday and in-
creasing the chances for eventual set-
tling of the matter on the streets.
Neither side seems to be willing to
compromise. The opposition

thought by resigning en masse
the parliament, they would be able to
paralyze the government. Mass
movements against the government
— that they dreamt of — were never
materialized. Then came the fertilizer
fiasco as a golden op mgomm}nf for
the opposition to ilize people

build resistance against the govern-
ment on this and that issue seems to
have been strong enough to threaten
the credibility of the government.
There is no reason to believe that

BNP is losing popularity substan-
tially.

mﬂmﬂtnﬂmﬂw
in to the demands of the
Wh}'wilirugnﬁ'mpwcrhﬂr
absence of any formidable threat or
genuine, popularly supported de-
mand? What guarantee is there that
the demand for a caretaker

ROvern
ment is a popularly sapported one?
Viewed from this perspective, it can

he argued that the raling party has al
MMWMhh

demand of the opposition
ing o the concept of ¢

ernment, and the

the boat by not accepting
monwealth broke red
that also called for ress of the
prime minister 30 davs before the
clection. The ruling party has also w0
its advantage the fact that it is trying
1o go by the constitution. while the
opposition is seeking somethang that
would rexprire another amendment 10

rpnr
mussed
the Com-

over oppuuhmnnthtm
— thanks to lack of freedom of the
Election Commissions and enthusi-
asm of the civil services for trading
their loyalty for undue gains or sheer
fear of reprisals from the party in
power, Moreover, ruling parties in the
developing world routinely wtilize
state machineries for promoting their
for party purposes, state-run radio
and television for feeding the people
with their version of the events, and
the opposition is refused access to
ﬂxumahmq:cmnplﬂrlj

Therefore, winning against the

S
may pave the way
htl-r free and fair election
G e et of sebeg gt o
Bangladesh. none can rule out the ra-
tionale of the demand for a neutral
caretaker government.
Therefore, the position and the
opposition must reach a common
ground — both have o be compro-
mising for consolidating
in the country. As the date for
election is close, imperatives
lﬂﬂhqhhﬂﬁm

substantiadly

found within the Constitution, may
be it is worth 10 amend it for the sake
of the people's demand. After all. the
peopile are not for the Constitution,
the Constitution is for the To
ascertain ot
ask the people — through a referen-
dum — whether they want general
election under a caretaker

“Tﬁuhmhg
that the issue of caretaker govern-
ment can no more be within the
floors of parfiament. in the corridors
of judiciary or in the cloistered world
of state power — the Masses
must be involved in it and that can be
done through a national referendum.

Don't Tag Conscience with Payment of Bills

by Nilratan Halder

The defaulting culture has seeped into all areas of our life and the discriminatory provision for penalty
only exposes the administrative incompetence. The rule of the game demands that all people are treated

equally for the same privileges or offences.

F the few ministers in Khaleda
Zia's cabinet, who have been
able to draw public
attention, Tarigul Islam., in charge of
the post and telecommunication
portfolio. is certainly one. Once he
made it a point to make surprise
visits 1o telephone exchanges. This
was to see for himself how the offices
under his ministry worked. There are
people who have dismissed such
official forays as a political gimmick.
But even his critics were forced to
admit that his on-the-spot penalising
the erring employees yielded some
positive results.

Another of his famous — almost
quotable — statement concerns his
tear for press people and a section of
the social elite. His latest claim that
the Members of Parliament (MPs)
who have failed to pay their tele-
phone bills are conscientious, comes
as no revelation. But this certainly
sets us thinking. Not because we
dismiss outright what he tries to
establish through his but
because we find the relations be-

[ tween conscience and non-payment

of telephone bills — or for that mat-

ter any bill — untenable.
I'he fact of the matter is that it is
a defaulting case and a minister is

making a plea to the defaulters’ good

sense. Is that the only option that a .

ministry — by stretching the govern-
ment — has to deal with any
considered a breach of laws, rules or

* Of course the minister has
referred 1o law s above which there is
none, He has mentioned about legal
measures if telephone bills are not
paid. But what we see is that this is
not a case of 'if and 'but’ or even of
something in the future tense. It con-
cerns MPs of successive parliaments,
including 200 of the present Sangsad,
who have telephone bills due to the
tune of Tk 40,000,000,

The guestion of action in
the future dpes not arise, What we
want to know whether the normal
procedures that follow in case of a
subscriber failing to make payment

of bills, were at all followed. Evi-

dently, no move was made against
the 'honourable’ — or should we say

vonscientious — subscribers. We
have never heard of any drive to dis-

connect telephone connections of
the MPs. The post and telecommuni-
cation minister has however stated

that letters urging payment of dues
were sent three times 1o the defauk-

ing MPs. We do not know. but can as-
sume. that the letters have been sent
during his tenure. However we are un-
clear about the nature of the letters
— are they notices or leticrs in the
form of an appeal? Then have the let-
ters been sent to the MPs of the pre-
vious Sangsads as well?

These questions are important
but not more than the minister's con-
tention that the defanlting members
are conscientious . $0 consci-
entious that the minister still harbours
optimism that they will make their

bill payment record up-to-date. What
after all has conscience o do with
payment of bills that are to
them as an allowance? Each MP re-
ceives as much as Tk 4,000 per
month, which amount by any stan-
dard in this country should be
enough. That amount incidentally is
almost half the amount of the per
capita income of a Bangladesh na-
tional

So it is not the only case where
the allotted resource is not used for
what it was meant. Government de-
partments do not pay each other's
bills and dues. Newspaper reports
have brought to the public what a
staggering amount is thus payable to
or by such departments. But why?
Each such establishment makes its

- budget and with provision for some

adjustments and ts. So

the culture of defaulting payment is
set at the top government level. It is a

Chechnya: Uneasy Truce

by Arshad-uz Zaman

The latest hostage drama in Chechnya, when more than a thousand ethnic Russians were
heid by the Chechens, must have brought forcefully the truth that the Chechen situation is a
tinder box for Russian President Boris Yeltsin.

/

IX months ago Russian troops
S marched into Grozny, the

dusty tiny capital of the
Caucasian Republic Chechnya. Since
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
largest state of the world and the
second Superpower, this was the first
time that Russian troops were
marching out of her borders. If there
had been any illusion of a quick
strike, that has totally evaporated by
DOW, :
Dzokhar Dudayev, the self-styled
President of Chechnya, proclaimed
independence even before the Soviet
Union broke up some four years ago.
No state so far has rec the in-
dependence of Chechnya. That has
not prevented Dudayev from contin-
uing his solo campaign against what
can easily be com as a contest
between tiny David and mighty
Goliath.

In the wake of the collapse of the
Soviet Union 15 inde t states
were born. In a bid to them close
to her. Russia has created the com-
monwealth of Independent States
(CI8), with in Moscow.
Seven decades of Cumuﬂlﬁc?n and
centrally operated state - which was
the Soviet Union - a new relationship

is slowly emerging since the collapse

oflhel,ianlﬁate It is too early to
pnﬂultu:ulthnatrummmenﬁhh

experiment. Although it is called a
Commonwealth, we who have long
lived with this experiment must not
confuse ours with the Russian exper-
iment.

Chechnya falls into a totally dif-
ferent category from the CIS states.
Juridically it is a part of Russia. It is
due to this simple fact that no state
has so far considered according
recognition to the self proclaimed
Republic of Chechnya. Furthermore
although there is criticism of military
action by Russia against tiny
Chechnya, it is muted due to this fact
that the events are taking place tech-
nically within Russian borders. Yet
each passing day is bringing forcefully
out the fact that there is no quick
fix, no easy solution for Russia.
Indeed of Russian troops was
preceded by visible hesitation in
Moscow. The memory of Soviet
troops getting bogged down in

for ten long years in the
dying days of the Soviet Union, was

not such a distant event. The Soviet .

Union was living then in the twilight
of her Su status. Now shorn

5 perpower
of that, without a Communist Party
as her vehicle for her worldwide am-
bitions, for an average Russian there
is far less justification in dying in the
harsh Caucasian mountains.

The latest hostage drama in

Chechnya, when more than a theu-
Chechens, must have brought force-
fully the truth that the Chechen situa-
tion is a tinder box for Russian
President Boris Yeltsin. He came on
the Russian stage following the ever-
throw of Mikhail Gorbachev, by ex-
hibiting his 'democratic' card. That
cardisgﬂﬂngfntfedu:achmmg
action in

not ht:lped Yeltsin a bit. Lm:kﬂf SUC-
cess on the front as he is pressed
harder by his political opponent
Viadimir Zhirinovsky on his right for
more ene action, Yeltsin ap-
pears to be nettled by a coalition of
opponents of many stripes. The vote
Dfrmcnnﬁdurchlhisﬁumnﬂ
in the parliament, although non

ing is a dangerous signal. Yet as things
stand today , Yeltsin does not appear
to have any solution to the Chechnya
problem. He cannot afford to allow
Chechnya to become another
Afghanistan. As it is Russia has a hard

enough time to hold together her CIS

Since the collapse of the Soviet
Union and relegation of Russia from

Superpower status, a major realign-
ment is slowly United

States of America remains the

formidable Suﬂz' power on world
state, le&w h is hardly the in-

I

heritor of Superpower Soviet Union,
more and more as a near ally.
What a transformation from the
mighty competitor of the USA after

the Second World War!

Tiny Chechnya presents large
Russia with a cruel dilemma. The six
month old war has not been able 1o
snuff out the fire of independence lit
by Dzokhar Dudayev and his men.
Causcasus is a area and
there are many other ready
to explode. Within Russia there are
more than a dozen ethnic varieties..

‘['ItChmhm in the hills have
co religionists and ethnic kins
rtadym provide everything from
shelter to arms. Departure of
Chechnya may lead to a similar situa-
tion like we witnessed in the Baltic
Republics in the north, when the
Soviet Union collapsed. An enfeebled
Russia, shorn of Su '
sions, can ill afford to be
into a prolonged fight. It will take
enormous guts and risk taking to
move away from military solution and
work out a political one in Chechnya.
Boris Yeltsin showed real courage
when he faced army tanks from his
White House in Moscow nearly three
years ago. The world will watch if he
can show the same leadership today

in Chechmya.

R —

ister mmmm:ﬂxmﬂ
his officers. So let the exist-
ing rule on assessment (tax on house
property income) continue. Or else
we will be constrained to hold up our
plan to build multi-story flats to ease
the accommodation problem of the

Our Finance Minister rather
should continue his pressure to realise
the several thousand crores of taka
su;::;ﬂ h;

on
of projects/industries, which were
found fake.

Flt. Lt. (R} ABM Mohiuddin
Dhaka

IPS officers
mﬁr Hhhrﬂ'k: i:tti’
to some,
umr:nr.nhnﬂuwhﬂlhws
;;ulmﬂlnlhﬁt-uﬂlnm
oult.

1) Mr Taslinuddin Ahmed — who
joined IPS through He
got a first class in Economics from

College, Calcutta.

2) Mr AM S Ahmed (Musa Ahmed)
— who also joined IPS through com-
petition.

Both of them, served in various
mmmdmnnwm
A Khair
52, Motijheel CA Dhaka

"Twenty gems"

of DU

Sir, It is with great astonishment
that we are watching what is
in DU — the Oxford of the

East. Recently, we came to know that
DU authority is going to introduce
course system in order to

improve the standard of education. .

We cordially welcomes this
opportune step.

In sharp contrast to this measure,
the activities of DU VC (and
all others involved) is extremely

disheartening. In these days, when

students compete to get a plice in
any educational hﬂmm w{hm
tough ¢ are
t“ﬁtfm whom the VC
himself is resolved to get a place in
the same even though did not sit
for an exam! We wonder, what quality
made them so lucky! Can we not keep
education system free from politics
to ensure quality education?
I Ara, F Ara
Boro Maghbazar, Dhaka

The burden of

the state
sir, We had an opportunity to
read an article of Mr, CAF Dowlah un-
der the title "The Burden of the State
Sector on the Nation's Exchequer
Must be Reduced” in your paper on
the 14th June . It is an open secret
lh:lnur er sector, jute sector,
steel and engineering and

ﬂmhlimtlﬂhmut
are a burden for the state and day-by-
day it is becoming unbearable, The
international institutions like World
Bank and IMF etc are creating pres-

sure (o mitigate such problems for
overall economic by us-
ing economic reforms. But govern-
ment is unable to implement such re-
forms due o unrest. Unem-
ployment is the origin of all unrest.
S0, we suggest the alternatives for re-
forms in such sectors as under:

(1) The unemployed persons
should be absorbed in the
sector where we found wide scope
for employment to fulfil and substi-
tute food import and other agri-
based products like onions, pulses
elc.

(2) Export-oriented industries
like garment industries should be en-
couraged widely over the country.

(3) There are wide scope for joint
vtmmﬂhw
countries.

H!Ththlttnlm:htﬂ:lu:
gestion is to make agreements be-
tween the em and the em-
profit of an

M Ali
Ragsheahi

violation of laws but no action H"l:‘l'
follows. The various
mmuﬁmmm
like individual subscribers who may
run into various troubles because of
koss in business, expendi-
tures etc. So there is no rationale for
non-payment of bills by the govern-
ment establishments.

We are talking about pure busi-
ness deals. On that account both the
government departments and MPs
have set a bad precedent. If they are
not penalised for their default, why
should an individual feel obliged to
make regular of his or her
bills? In a country such double stan-
dards and dual treatment are bound
to sour relations between the admin-
istration and the public. The default-
ing culture has seeped into all areas of
our life and the discriminatory provi-

ﬂmi]rpﬂﬂlt}'ml'yﬂmﬂtadr
ministrative i . The rule

of the game demands that all people
are treated equally for the same privi-
leges or offences. But in practice it is

the small farmers whose
are confiscated for non-repayment of
loans, whereas the big industrial de-
faukters go scot-free. So the govern-
ment actually sets the tone and pace
of such transactions and the country
only runs
lna:l'llhnlihtthh,lhth
vested interest groups who reap ill
potten benefits as the
continues (o undermine its own gov-
:rm:ﬂ:mqhmgh“
precedents for the whole country 1o
join in the fray. A defaulter is a de-
faulter. And there is no scope to

appeal to conscience, for in this
country that thing seems to have van-
ished. Rather, remind the defaulters
of their duty, their obligation 1o laws
of the land. For non-compliance of
the laws, one must be meted out the
penalty one deserves, If you talk of

Art

Buchwald' _
COLUMN s

Appointment Disappointment
in Washington

Administration. This is one of the most important positions, as
everyone in the government who jogs — including the President — has to

e port i me,

The President had me and my family over to the White House for the

announcement, where we took pictures

and my

children got to met Chelsea

and Socks and Barbara Streisand, which they told me was the thrill of their

lives.

To prove that my position really was

the President and I

jogged around the East Room while the photographers took photos.

Dear Diary,

There seem to be few hes in my confirmation. Rush

found out that I burned a

in 1978 to

Lw
protest the slow delivery of my

mail. 1 denied it and received a call from the President, who said he sup-
ported me 110 percent, which was even more than he supported Henry

Foster for Surgeon General

To make matters even worse, Bob Dole said on the floor of the Senate

that he had it on authority

that I had attended an R-rated film at a shop-

ping mall in my youth, and I refused to say whether I would ever go to an-

other Sharon Stone movie,
Dear Diary,

Sen. Jesse Helms is on my case because 1 wrote an article advocating

that runners

give up tobacco as it would adversely affect their breathing.

Helms said 1 was no more than a yellow, dirty, filthy dog who was interfer-
ing in the lives of those who wanted to smoke and jog at the same time.

Dear Diary,

They're really after me now. | said in a

and-answer period at an

Elkshulilundmﬂmﬁhgﬂ:hsbnﬂ.wmmm-ﬂlmﬂ-

derstand why anybody would buy it.

The Rupert Murdoch people, the book's

publishers,
, saying that if | were made Secretary
Ixﬁr&ﬂﬁmﬂruﬂhﬁﬂmmmhﬁn

me in every one of Rupert's papers

Jogging, 1 would pus

are nOow attac

handguns under their T-shirts. I never said this — but go fight Rupert

Murdoch,

I called the White House to find out if the President still

e,

Hillary said he was in the shower, but the President still was behind me, and

he never reneges on a promise.
Bad news from the FBL A
students | went to

public school with said I never prayed

leaked to Robert Novak said that two

in class,

The White House is furious 1 never told them and said it's things like
this that make their job so much harder. | asked if I still had the blessing of
the big guy — and they assured me that | did, unless it turns out that | gave

money 0 my local PBS station.
Dezar Diary,

The filibuster still continues as | write this. The

have de-

cided to use my nomination as a means to destroy all the environmental

laws passed

in the last 20 years. | intend to call the President tomorrow o

find out why Chelsea won't take my kids' calls.

Dear Diary

The President invited me to his Oval Office to announce that (ital) |
(unital) was withdrawing my name as secretary. This came as a surprise to

me. a8 | had made no mention of

onlt andd was

prepared to fight. The

President spoke with regret and emotion, saying he had never been so dis
in his life and Congress better not try to block his next choice.
Next t0 my being nominated as secretary, this was the most memorable

moment of nry life.

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and

[UNB.



