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Parliament session Brd'rogﬂqed
Death penalty for repression

on women, children

he budget session nfmﬁrlimﬂh
was prorogued yesterday en
.ttmlzn of a tough law providing for
death sentence for raping, murdering
for dowry and trafficking of women
and children.

IHHome Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, piloting the Women and
Child l{cpmhnlsiu'hl Provision)
Bill. said. ¢rimes against women and
children had increased in recent times
and the new law was necessary fo
contain such crimes.

He said, the Women Repression
( Deterrent Punishment) Ordinance
1983, the Anti-dowry Act 1980 and
the Children Act 1974 has failed to
curb such heinous crimes. :

The salient features of the new
law are;

By Statt Correspondent

— Special Tribunals will be
formed in all the district headquarters
for trial of the cases;

— In must be com-
pleted within a maximum of 90 work-
ing days of filing the case;

— Accused would not be granted

— The Special Tribunal must
complete the trial within 120 days
after getting the case;

— Trial can be held in the absence
uf the accused;

— Magistrates can record state-
ment of a witness at any place for
quick disposal of the case;

Thcncwlawpmidcsfﬂrdﬂﬂl
setitence for:

a) Raping women and children:

b) Deaths caused by raping;

c)
Dﬂhrﬁmmfmduwry
and
e) Child trafficking
The punishment for other related
crimes under the new law ranges from
anﬁninmmnfmn}ursmllfe im-

Hmndingmﬂl‘s,tﬂrh:gp:m
in the discussion termed the new law

as one of the best initiatives of the
BNP government to protect women
and children. The MPs were Farida
Rahman, Fatema Chowdhury Paru,
Hamida Ali and Maj (retd) Akteruz-
zaman.

After the passage of the new bill,
the House took up for consideration
the Companies Profit (Workers Par-
ticipation) (Amendment) Bill 1995.

But aftcrwards, Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz withdrew the bill after a
member said the bill was not property
tabled.

- ' Maj (retd) Kamrul Islam said as
the bill involves financial matters it
needed consent of the President be-
fore its introduction in the House.
Some of the members said it is not a
finance bill but others differed with
them. After nearly an hour of debate,
the bill was deferred when the Law
Minister himself said he deemed it to
be a financial matter. A number of
ministers also took part in the debate
but neither the Finance Minister nor

his deputy was present in the House
yesterday

Bcfnr;ﬂ:cpmwﬁonuﬂh:ruf
See page 12 Col 3
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— Star photo by En.nmul Haq

-.Cit'z’s road links with Ctg, N'ganj threatened

The overall flood situation dete-
riorated further in Gaibandha.

Floods hit Dhaka, N’ganj

By Staff Correspondent

U ferry ghat at Aricha and
another at Nagarbari went under

thanas of the district have been af-
fected by flood with rise of water
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1416 HIJRI

Moneylink
ATM’s

Vit u|‘.-|;-u~¢:|t1+un ]eader ﬂung San Suu Kyi appearlng in pub]u J.Ht.l i presa

conterence vesterday at her residence in Yangon.

— AFP photo

'We have to choose between

YANGON, July 11: Freed after six
vears of detention, dissident leader
Aung San Suu Kyi said today her
democracy movement remains strong
and urged the military government to
negotiate peace in Myanmar, report
AP, Reuter.

"We have to choose between
dialogue and utter devastation,” she

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate
was unexpectedly freed yesterday by
the government that seized power
after crushing huge pro-democracy
rallies that she had led in 1988,

A beaming Suu Kyi told reporters
that her freedom was unconditional.

She said detention "has not
changed my basic objectives at all"
but she spoke in conciliatory tones
clearly aimed at encouraging talks
with the government.

Luukug slimmer but healthy in a
traditional jacket and sarong,
reporters and diplomats
pammcd into her lakeside residence,
where she had been under house
arrest. She was flanked by senior

dialogue & devastation’

officials of the National League for
Denocracy, the party she had helped
tound.

In a prepared statement, she said
that in his message yesterday
notifying her of freedom,
government leader Gen, Than Shwe
said the government "would like me
to help toward achieving peace and
stability of the country.”

"Once bitter ¢nemies in South

Editorial on Page 4

Africa are now working together for
the betterment of the people. We can
look forward to a similar process,”
Sup Kyi added. "We have to choose
between dialogue and wutter
devastation.”

"There is more in common
between the authorities and we of
the democratic forces in Myanmar
than existed between the black and
white _Pcupk of South A{rma..: she
mﬁ i il il T el o

She noted that the government

las stated its aim was to refurmn
to the people, and Thﬁhmm

40 pc bank loans
overdue

By Staff Correspondent

About 40 per cent of the Tk
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JHENIDAIL July 11: A young man . = Govt-MQM Bangladesh St]]l most
was killed and four were in- | - A
T [ densely ted
groups ai Jabuli village uw m

thana today. Police said Jahangir
Hossain, 25, Hmﬁwﬂn

his rivals hit him by sharp weapons
uqud-hmﬂ;;um '

ing 2 dispute over a land at noon. Of |

the injurcd, Hossain Ali, 40, was
rushed w the jessore General
Hospital while his son Anif, 15, admit-
ted 10 Maheshkhali Health Complex.
reports | NB.
Traffic disrupted
in Ctg city
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, July 11: Traffic in
the city was disrupted this morning
for about two hours as some trans-
port workers put up barricades on
roads. They went on the action when
a remour spread that a tempo helper

who recemved sab injurices
by werrorists at Hathazari. died in the

came normed with the mervention of
police at | pm.

Mﬂhﬂhﬂﬂ,lhl

A fiveemember MUYM team led by Ayjmal Dehiw (L) arrived at Islamabad airport

for Lalks wath government.

yesterday
— AFP photo

E Watanabe

By Staff Correspondent

Even with a low anoual growth
rate of L1 per cent, Bangladesh still
remains the most densely populated
country in the world, barring island
state Singaporein terms of popula-
tion per hectare arable land.

The United Nations Population
Fund (1NFPA) in its anoual report has
said population per hectare arable
hﬂurthHl.inkih
2570 in Singapore,

However, in

to the State of World Population re-
port, released vesterday workdwide,
the kevel of contraceptive knowledge

in Bangladesh has risen to cent per
cent now from abowt 65 per cent in

1969,

Relcasing the report at the Jatiya
Press Club, UNDP resident represen-
tative Edod ‘-IHIII.#. Mt":li said

See page 12 Col 8

aim as well.'

Suu. Kyi urged the release of
and said: "I am
happy to say that in spite of all that
they have undergone, the forces of
democracy remain strong “and
dedicated."

She said there was no
between her and the government, and
she bore no resentment for her
detention.

"We intend to help them in any
way we can to return power to the
people,” she said in response to a
question.

Sun Kyi said she was released
without conditions. Asked if she
planned a public rally, she said she
needed time to consider her next

News of her release was still being
blacked out in in a2 move
diplomats as a sign of
caution on the part of the ruling State

Law aad Order Restoration: Council 1
(SLORC). ;

But crowds milled outside hr
See page 12 Col 1

[ ]
US normalises
ties with
Vietnam
- WASHINGTON, jlll‘:qr 11:
President Bill Clinton announced wo-
day the United States is
relations with Vietnam, closing a bit-
ter chapter in American two
decades after the end of the Vietnam
War, reports AFP.

"Today 1 am the nor-
malisation of the diplomatic rela-
tionship with Vietnam," Clinton said
in a White House ceremony.

Talks with
Shantibahini
today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 11: The
peace talks between the government
and the Shantibahini are scheduled to
TESUME (OMOrTOW.,

According to official sources, all
preparations are complete for tomor-
row's talks at Dudukchhara border
village under Panchhari thana of

Eight security camps at
Dudukchhara have been withdrawn

- and five others have not been func-

tioning since July 7 as per the condi-
tion placed by
Shantibahini leaders headed by
Shanto Larma, president of the
Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Samity (PCJSS), the parent
Shantibahini, will meet the govern-
ment sub-committee which will be led
by Rashed Khan Menon, MP.
This will be the fifth round of
talks between the sub-committee
and the PCJSS.

Canadian
counsel

for Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

The has
Canadion lamyer o dekend e i

and President H M Ershad in
the Manzur murder case, said a party
press release issucd last night.

The lawyer, Marcel Denis is ex-
pected to arrive here along with the
JP presidium member and former
Prime Minister Kazi Zafar Ahmed by
July 17,

Denis, a former Labour Minister
of Canada's federal and
the ex-deputy of that coun-
try's House of Commons, on July 8
last confirmed to the JP leader, now
visiting Canada, his acceptance to
act as a defence counsel for Ershad
along with local lawyers.

A nuted solicitor and a university
tcacher of Canada, Denis visited
Bangladesh in 1989 as the leader of a
Canadian parliamentary delegation.




