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BSCIC in Rajshahi Division

One killed in |
Kushtia clash

From Qur Correspondent
KUSHTIA, July 9: One person was
killed and sixty others have been in
jured in a clash between two lending
groups in the examination center at
Halhlrapur l"ﬂ.'ltk'i College at

Iltptnu uy the clash
OVET | ing of copics in the exam-
ination center between BCL (S-P) and
D,

Najir Mondal 65, was killed on the
spot while condition of two others
were stated 1o be critical.

Meanwhile, the UP chairman ol
Adabari union has been kidnapped
by one of the fending parties family
sources said. Police could not trace
him till writing of this report

An initiative

worth praising !

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 9: Kanakrey
Non-formal Primary School has been
functioning since December 1992
with only 30 students. Of them 25
girls and 5 boys.

Students of this school most ol
whom are from destitute familics.
They never attended earlier in am
school even their parents did not pay
attention for their education.

A local NGO Gano Unnayan |,

Kendra undertook a programme on
non-formal child :dm::;?n.
Accordingly they set up a sc at
Kanakroy village under Gaibandha
sadar Thana in 1992.

It is a three years continuous
course from infant class. Only a singh
teacher conducted classes from 9 am
to 12 noon. The school is housed in a
rented thatched hut where there is no
bench, or table or chair, The students

and teacher sit on mats, All the edu-
cational inputs for the students are

being supplied by the organisation
free of cost.

On completion of three years
course students will be fit for the ad-
mission in class IV in any primary
school. Not only academic education
the teacher also gives lessons on
recitation, song, dance and drama.
The students are to sit for a test just
after completion of two academic
chapters. Besides, the teacher con-
duct weekly rating test just for evalu-
ation of the standard.

Monowara teacher of the
school having educational qualifica-
tion of 1A has been serving since 1992
with a remuneration of Tk 400 per
month. She said, we are here like

members of a single family.

REB lé:vr(:aje«:l:s
' ushtia
satisfactory
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. July 9: Rural Electrifi-
cation Board continues its gradual
EXIENSIon progranume over six thanas
of Kushtia district covering 1626
square kilometre area in 886 villages
under 62 unions for giving electric
connections o 20,522 families.
Meanwhile, 43,693 connections are
ready for connections,

Meanwhile, the board has been
able 1w give 22944 residential conned
tions, 2171 commercial connections.
426 industrial connections, connec
tions 0 75 deep ube well, 307 shal-
low tube wells, 96 power i
charitable institutions and 66 street
lights so far. REB has erected 1486
kilometres long power line including
236 kilometre PDB line has already
been subscribed by REB.

It may be mentioned that occa
sional theft of transformers has been
hampering in soooth functioning of
the syvstem. So tar 60 transformers
have heen stolen mostly in sadar
thana. Electr connaoutions for irmiga-

tion purpose has opened created de

mﬂthrnu{ch:uﬂybﬂhlil
sector are also very ¢ and

wﬁﬂ&hmm&
lection of electricity bill is being re-

GAIBANDHA, July 9: With inces-
<t ralntidl for the kast three days and
onrush of water from the over flowing
Brahmaputra, Teesta and Ghagot

eI I N Eloral ibvered |H*u|+h-

Continuous rain for 3 days

Gaibandha town, surrounding
areas under knee-deep water

From KM Rezaul Hoque

more arcas of the district were en-
bl

Fonal 55 unions of five thanas are
in the grip of fload, According to

Water Development Board, since
Wodnesday morning to Friday
evening otal rainfall was recorded at
(e o, Water kevel of river Brahima

hive taken shelter i Uttarpara Proomary Schoal

— Statr photo

CaA L
thued leet water in the recent downpour

yANDHHA S Kaliban Governiment Primary School in Ganbandhae town went under

— Star photo

putr: recorded till Friday was 63 cen-
timwtre above the danger level, while
Ghagot was flowing 1.060 metre
above danger mark, official sources
LH LW

About cight lakh people are di-
rectly affected by the flood in the
district. The seriously affected
thanas are Sunderganj, Gaibandha
sadar, Fulchari, Shaghata and Sadulla-
pur. Of these Gaibanda sadar,
Fulchari and Shaghata are in worst
condition. About two lakh people
still remain marooned at different
chars since Wednesday. It is quite

JAMALPUR, July 9: Our
Jamalpur correspondent
says, waterlevel of Jamuna
at Bahadurabadghat has
risen by 88 cm in last 24 hrs
and the river is now flowing
well above the danger level.

Old Brahmaputra has
recorded a rise of 62 cm
Saturday evening and the
river is now flowing above
danger level

Over 10 lakh people haw:
been affected by the rise in
water level of the rivers.

alised every month on average and

mhnhlﬂinﬂhkli l

Satkhira Pourashava: A town
languishes in manifold problems

SATKHIRA, July 9: The inhabi-
tants of Satkhira Pourasava have
been facing host of problems like,
dilapidated roads. madcguate sireet
lights, absence of proper drainage
system, lack of propor sanitary sy
tem, mosquito mwnace, frequent
loadsheddings and lack of recre
ational facilities.

The pourashava was established
in 1869 with an area of 32 square
kilometres. The ion then was
ten thousand. The area of the wwn is
expanding with the increasing in the
population of about one lakh. But
the pourashava authority had failed
to provide the minimewm civic
amenities 0 the own dwellers.

Most of the roads in the
pourashava are narrow and uneven
(racks and potholes have developed
at many points of these roads.

Rainwater remain stagnant on the
roads causing difficulties to the
pcdﬂlrum and vehicular vraffic

Hwn' the roadside ditches
filled with garbages are not cleaned
regularly and these have gradualh
turncd into breeding grounds of
MO UItOES.

Mosquito menace has made the
life of the wwwn dwellers miserable.

From Our Correspondent

Students are the worst sufferers,

Absence of proper drainage sys-
tem is another problem for the peo-
ple of the pourashava. Most of the
time in the rainy season, rain water
cause serious health hazard to the in-
habitants of the town,

Most of the electric poles in the
streets are without bulbs or with fuse

bulbs. As a result, the arca plunges
into darkness just after sunset giving
the anti-social clements an upper.
hand.

The markets of Satkhira town are
in bad condition. The shops are not
setup systematically in Sultanpur,
Hagachha, Old Satkhira, Katia,
Kadamtala and mill area markets of
the town. The pers of these
markets have been facing problems
for want of space and inadequate
number of sheds. The sellers carry on
of the markets causing much incon-
veniences (o the buyers,

Housing facility poses a great
problem to the town dwellers as con-
struction of new houses is not in pro-
portion to the increasing number of

Adulterated foodstuffs are freely
sqld in open places of the
arca without any check by the
pourashava authority. The conser-

vancy service of the town are not sat-
isfactory.

There is no public katrines or uri-
nals in the town area. Most of the
roads in the town are dirty,

Apart from this, there are some
places inside the pourashava area
which remain full of hyacinth for
months together. The drains of the
pourashava fish market is in poor

state. Filth and garbage remain |

dumped all over as there is no svstem
of regubar cleaning, As such the whole
ikt Das tarncd o a store house
of garbages threatening the sanita-
tion of the arcii

In the absence of recreational fa-
cilities. the youths crowd at the
street cormners in the evening much
the annoyance of pedestrians.

yatkhira is also lagging behind in
sports. Most of the sports clubs are
Lunguishing, Absence of children park
i diso another problem. Only some
parts of the wwn are provided with
drinking water while the rests are de-
prived of the water supply. The
pomrashava has sunk only 135 tbe-
wolls aunong which 65 per cent remain
ol of order,

e overall drﬂ!lupmﬂl work in
the district headguarters is greatly

hampered for want of adequate
fnids

JHENIDAH. July 9 : Sudha Rani.
Arusia Kani and few other colleagues
can run their families smoothly as
. poverty had been driven out from
their familics. Now they can easily
manage meals for ther faouby mem
bers regularly.
Kendra® a2 Dhaka-based Non-
Government Urgamnisation

of Sailkupa Rishipara (cobblers vil

who was earlier a leather trader was
aot in 2

to pass their days in
they were compelied w

lﬂﬂ

sisdhc R indormed

“Grameen Samaj
changed

According to Sudha Rani in her
mid thirties, 3 mother of four children

lage ) said that her husband Anil Das

position to run his small
trade for want of money and they had
. Even

stop sending
their children o school for financial

A few months back she staned
((SK) in Sailkupa branch and drew a
s of Taka two thousand as loan w
run her husband s fore fathers ocou
patim. Sow her husband carns Taka
70 to 75 every day excluding her
Cn-t.ly installment of Taka fifty.

From Delwar Kabir

v K, 47, another housewile
ol villagge hamtailpara sasd that she
was a distressed woman as her
hushand Katan Kemar could not run
am business due o financial crisis. In
the meantime . GSK exiended a loan
for Taka two thousand 3 few months

back for “chira” and "
Aruna now earns Taka atleast five
hundred per week. she said. Thas in
Comw her woekly mstallment

of loan recovery  Aruna added

Talking to Dilip Kumar Kundu
Manager of GSK. Sailkupa it was
ke armt that they had established 180
cenitres with five 0 seven members m
101 villages out of total 284 villages
of this thana. Their activities have
been extended in nime Uncon
Parishads (LP) including Sadkupa
Puurasabha out of total of 15 UPs
Sumber of total members s 4400
and number of lonees is 1.849. the
are most cordial w0 GSK ficld work
ers. he added

Kegarding marriage without
dem v the Manager informed that

ooy including two of their mem-
hers without any dowry.

The (5K has been conducting 67
schouls of other NGOs including
seven of their own and the number of
students stood at 2.010. Most of the
kearners are lemale . the Manager in-
formed.

(oS e have achieved s
CESS il CONVinG g o accepl porma-

nent Famih Planning (FP) methods
like sterilization w atleast 50 women
and motivated 187 persons 0 accept
temporary FP methods, Kundu also
idormed.

2 fing ill y alleviasi
(5K manager said that atleast 5,500
people were able 10 sign their names
instead of thumb impression
-‘ﬂd: of GSK can now
vign thorough campaigns. He
alsey sand that (SR authorities do not
:Iu-nn}h-lntuﬂwln
person who are not able 1o at least
w2y hewr nadres.

(5K had distributed 3.000

[ NGOs helping distressed peoplew
to change their lives

nﬂhttu.mrrtkningwhjrhmﬁn
help 1o check ecological balance and
to produce vegetable 1o compensate
deficiency from their families, Kundu
also informed.
tics had distributed 20 tubewells
among poor people to remove drink-
ing water problems and motivated
thl‘ rural people 10 excavate 50
derelict ponds in Sailkupa thana since
starting their function in 1993, They
established 21 model family agricul
tural farms and established another
150 farmers on self help basis. GSK
also established 105 -birds
farms, the Manager ydormed.
Jahidunnabi Kalu, Central
Commitiee Director and Area Co-or-
dinator (SK informed that now they
are running the activities in
thana in Gazipur district,
thana in fhenidah district and Birol
Khansama. Kaharol Phulbari and
Dinaypur sadar thana in
tricts. They have been running

difficult to rescue the marooned
people for want of adequate water
transport, said Fulchari TNO. More-
over, heavy current in the

ira river has created hindrance to the
movement of country boats. Af-
lccted people are suffering for want
of food, shelter and drinking water.
(yin the other hand, relief materials
supplied by the district administra-
tion is too inadequate to meet the
reyuiremnent.

Flood control embankment in
Gaibandha sadar, Sunderganj,
I uichari and Shaghata breached at 13
jpoints. Many parts of the embank-
inent may collapse at any time due to
the breaches and continuous rise in
water level inside the embankment
lor the incessant rain.

(aibandha Pourashava is badly
affected by flood water. Flood wa-
ters has already passed the mark of
the devastating flood of 1988, unof-
ficial sources say. All the road link
with thana specially Sunderganj,
Sadullapur and Fulchari remain dis-
rupted as the link roads are flooded
by around one kilometre from
Gaibandha town.

Since Saturday Gaibandha
Pourashava remained submerged un-
der two feet water. Beside, Bridge
Road, David Co. Para, Shandherpara,
sarkerpara, Munshipara went under
waist deep water. Water entered al-
most all the dwelling houses. Mamry af
fected families shifted to nearby ed-
ucational institutes for shelier.

HSC examinees of the flood af-
fected areas as well as in Gaibandha
Pourashava are suffering much as they
could not attend examinations duly.
Many of the students are found in wet
clothes in the examination halls.
Fulchari College centre was com-
pleted to shift elsewhere as the centre
went under three feet water, HSC ex-
amination in Gaibandha mavy be

postponed. it is learnt.

New ttem on
smugglers' list

COX'S BAZAR, July 9: At last salt
is also being smuggled into the coun-
try from Myanmar th ) Teknaf
border, hampering the local indus-
trics, reports UNB.

Smuggled Myanmar salt has
flooded the local markets which is
cheaper than the locally produced
one. local people said adding per
mand sinuggled salt is being sold be-
tween Th B0 and Tk 100. As a result,
the buyers are not interested (o pur
chase the locally produced salt.

wiording to local BSCIC offi-
Cials, the country a bumper
salt this year. But
are being deprived of fair prk':sdm
w the influx of the smuggled salt.

“This is a conspiracy to destroy
the local salt industries,” said Dr
Salahuddin Ahued € , an of
ficial of BSCIC H:Jll'rqtctin[,ul'i
Bazar,

Lowal sources said it is easy and
Cheaper w market salt produced in
W ost Arakan province in Bangladesh.
It takes only 30 minutes to bring
\rakani salt in Teknaf by boat.
smugglers are carrying Arakani salt,
every night into the area.

It is alleged that the rs
have already built godowns and exca
vated ditches in the locality to stock
the salt. Later, they send the sal in
other parts of the country through
roads and river transports.

Mceanwhile. different brands of
cigarcite including Benson and
Hedges, London 555, American
G neral and Perilise are also

stninghod wmo frosn Myanmear
| echanad border.

Statue seized:

Three arrested

KHULNA, july 9: Police recovered
a statue of wouchstone from Khalish-
pur New Colony and arrested three
people in this connection, reports
I'NB.

Acting on a secret information,
police raided the area and recovered
the valuable statue weighing five kg
while it was being taken w0 border
arca o songgle out of the country re-

. cently.

NATORE, July 9: The industrial
units under h Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation
(BSCIC) in Rajshahi division includ-
ing Natore has incurred a loss of Taka
1.72 crore during 1993-94 fiscal year
and the amount is increasing every
year.

According to official sources,
about 440 acres of land have been al-
located for 2200 BSCIC industrial
units in 16 northern districts. Out of
the total, only 535 units have so far
been set up. Among the 535 units,
only 280 units are in operation and
the rest 255 units remained closed.
But construction of 157 more new
units are nearing completion, it was
learnt.

At present, the condition of all
industrial units under BSCIC in this
region is miserable. Out of 150 units
in Rajshahi, only 66 units are running
facing rists and the rest 84 units re-
mained closed since 1985,

Apart from Rajshahi, only 84 units
out of 141 units are in operation in
Pabna, 18 of which are inactive and
39 of them are shut down.
Out of 22 units in Rangpur, only 11
units are in operation, 9 units are in-
active and two are closed.

In Dinajpur, 40 units out of 56
units are in operation, 9 units are in-
active and 7 units are closed. In Said-
pur, there are a total of 36 industrial
units under BSCIC. Of them, 17 units
are in operation, 17 units are under
construction and the rest two are

closed.

In Lalmonirhat, only two units are
in operation while the rest of the nine
units are awaiting construction.

Except these, six industrial units
in Natore, five units in
14 units in seven units in
Gaibandha, 15 units in
ganj, six units in Joypurhat, seven
units in Sirajganj are yet to be con-
structed,

For each new district of this re-
gion, the BSCIC authority has allo-
cated 71 to 81 plots of four cate-
gories. But most of these plots re-
mained empty due to lack of initia-
tive shown by the industrial en-
treprencurs.

The fact behind the sick indus-
tries is that lack of proper knowledge
and training of the entrepreneurs.
Most of the of this re-
gion seem to little idea on how to run
an industry. Though the BSCIC au-
thority arranges training from time to
time, that has proved ineffective and
meaningless. As a result, the new en-
trepreneurs are not encouraged to set
up industries and the owners of the
industries are losing their interests to
run their business any more or to rein-
vest in their sick industries.

Secondly, the unabated smug-
gling of all kinds of commodities
from various points of border areas
of this region is causing a great set
back and threat to local industrial
products. The smuggled goods are
comparatively cheaper than the lo-

Incurs loss of Tk 1.72 crore

From Our Correspondent

Although the
smuggled goods are lower in quality,
consumers prefer them more because
of their low cost.

Thirdly, shortage of raw materials
causes a great trouble to the indus-
tries. The raw materials and chemicals
are usually carried from Dhaka or
Chittagong. As a result, the produc-
gcuﬂd’ﬂrmmﬁm

ata

very high cost.
Fouﬂh]yhighprlctufhdand
nsufficient fuel-supply

Ih
pmthcﬂon.’l‘hcni:urﬂ
mﬂyﬂhmmpp&dmﬂlhm
They industries use furnace oil as fuel
which is costly and the supply of the
oil is also very poor.

power failure has

~ Finally,
greatly to the low pro-
duction from the industries. About
one tenth of in BSCIC in-
et o e Mt g B
due to frequent power
whmmmmd.mﬁchln{
BSCIC, Rajshahi informed The Daily
Star that most of the closed indus-
tries under Rajshahi BSCIC are owned
by influential political leaders.

Md. Ali Ashraf Khan, Manager of
Natore BSCIC told The Daily Star that

Price of rice unchanged

Sharp rise in prices of
essentials in Jhenidah

Jhenidah, July 9 : Prices of essen-
tial commodities have gone up
sharply while rice price remained un-
changed in different markets of
Jhenidah district during last two
weeks causing much inconveniences
o low income people.

According to reprots, price of
atrta and flour have gone up in the
markets. One kilogram of ‘atta’ is
selling between Taka 8.60 and 9.00
and flour between Taka 12.50 and
1 3.00. But 'atta’ was selling at Taka
= 50 10 Taka 8 and flour at Taka 11.50
to 12,00 per Kilogram, it is reported.

Prices of all types of pulses and

From Our Correspondent

grains increased abnormally. One
kilogram of masur pulse is selling at
Taka 30, maskalai pulse at Taka 28.00
and khesari at Taka 13.00 instead of
Taka 27.00, Taka 24.00 and Taka
10,00 respectively only a few days
back. But price of rice remained un-
changed in most of the markets, it is
learnt.

In different markets one kilo-
gram of mutton and beef are selling at
Taka 120 and Taka 65 instead of
Taka 90.00 to 100.00 and Taka 45 to
S0 two weeks ago.

All types of fish is deer in the
nuirket now. Ruhit, katla, mrigal,

beoal, chital. baush, aar and other big

size lish is quite unnoticed now,
Small size of fish like tengra, eel, te-
lapia and others are selling between
Takit 100 and 140 per kilogram,
Price of eggs also rose in the
markets, Now a bunch of four pieces
of eyus are selling at Taka between 1+

and 16 isntead of Taka 9 and 10 two
weeks ago.

Meanwhile, price of milk has
sharply fallen. One litre of milk is sel-
lig between Taka seven and ten and in
rural areas it has fallen to Taka five to
six per litre, it is learnt. In those rural
arcas marketing facilities for milk is
not reportedly available.

Divorce cases in Natore
increasing every year

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. July 9: I'howsands of
divorce cases have been registered in
different counts of the district during
the kst five vears, it is learnt from re-
liable source.

Non-payment of dowry has been
identified as the main reason of sepa
ration now a days. Other reasons of
separation are early marriage, love
marriage, non-registration of mar-
riage and immoral activities.

Several women were found to be
tortured by their husbands for dowry.
In case of love marriages. many cou-
plﬁ can not make their understand-
ing better than carly times.

In a spot survey made by this cor-
respondent in some rural areas of
Karigram and Gurudaspur thanas of
the district, it was found that the
marriges of nany poor families were
not registered systematically. As a re-
sult. victims could not take legal ac-
tion against the unscrupulous hus-
hau ks

Defying the government restric-
tion. many persons marry more than
onw in the far flung areas without the
permission of the first wife.

Despite the ban on marriage be-
low 18 years of age, the Marriage
Registers encourage such marriages
by taking extra money, it is learnt.

Local elite feel that the imple-
mentation of the law is needed to
remuove all these malpractices.

It is reported That there are many
unregistered narriages specially in the

rural arcas of the district. Many peo-
ple made unregistered marriages be-
cause of their illicit affairs,

There are 51 licenced Marriage
Registers (MR) offices in 51 union
parishads of the district. But the
number of MR is about 60 to 635, who
have no licence.

nt rules, none

I
ahuvrgy:mufagchcnﬂﬂtdm

conduct marriages. But this is not fol-
lowed by the parties,

War memorial to be set
up in IU campus

From Our Correspondent

ISLAMK L \ﬁE.ISI‘"I“\ +hu-hll-l]

July 9 The Iskamic U i
ties decided to a a stu pture

copumemorating the liberation war at
the varsity campus recently. IUVC,
Prof Enamul Hoque announced the
decision of building a sculpture at the
varsity campus in a meeting with the
teachers of the varsity on Tuesday in
this connection.

A three member implementation
committee headed by Chairman of
the Department of Economics Dr

I'w o other members of the commit-

tee are, ABM Kukhlesur Rahman,
ot of

Chairman of the De
\rabic language and literature and
Foize Muhammad Sirazul Islam, a

The students, have welcomed this

decision of the authoritics while
had no objection to the decision of
the proposed sculpture. It would not
be in contradiction with the charac-

Wmhmm

NOAKHALI

liberation of their motherland

teristics of the Islamic University.

This monument has been erected to
commemorate those who sacrificed their lives for the

On June 15, 1971

Pakistan) army went on a rampage in Sonapur town.
More than 100 people were shot to death while many
others were roasted alive as the occupation forces set fire

to numerous houses and shops.

— Star photo by S Faruk

e

Plan to cultivate |

aman on 47,434

hectares In
Kushtia
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 9: District Agricul
tural Extension has taken
up an ambitions scheme to cultivate
High Yielding Variety (HYV) of
transplanted aman on 47,434 hectares
of land in the district with the aim of
producing one lakh twenty thousand
mietric tons of :

Official sources said, another
2.000 hectares of land have been
hrought under local variety as cultiva-
tiom of High Yielding Variety was not
possible in these lands.

In order to implement the
scheme all efforts were being made to
provide maximum facilities to the
farmers. BADC have been
to provide better quality of seeds to
the farmers, But the farmers alleged
that severe scarcity of HYV aman
sceds have been prevailing and they
are not in a position to procure them
vasily,

Low quality of Indian seeds were
Iwcing smuggled into the country and
their cost was very high, farmers al-
leged. They said that similar crisis oc-
curred in the past. The government
failed to take adequate measures in
procuring sceds in time,

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 21 cr
eized in Khulna

fles seized smuggled

['NB.
The jawans scized goods worth

Tk 20.19 crore while being smuggled
into the country from India and con-

traband worth Tk1.29 crore while be-

iy smuggled out to India.
The goods included sarees, cows,

sugar, onion, sall, sparc parts and
COSmMetics.

Flood damages
crops worth

Tk1.5 crin
Manikgan]
worth sbow Th 1.5 crove bn free

district were

thanas of

due to flood caused
by continued rise in water level of the
UNB. wnd

According to an official esti-
mate, crops worth Tk 93 lakh were
in Daulatpur thana while Tk

KHULNA, July 9: Bangladesh Ri-
goods worth Tk
21.48 crore from different border ar

cas during 1994-95 fiscal year, reports



