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An cexultant Arantxa Sanchez Vicario after knocking
out fellow Spamiard and defending champion Conchita

Martinez 1in the semi

finals of

the Wimbledon

("hampionships on July 6. Sanchez Vicario prevailed in
a hard fought encounter 6-3, 6-7 (5-7), 6-1.

Victory vivifies

LONDON, July 7:
Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario suffered a

tactical breakdown

in the second set

before  dethroning

Spanish compatriot Conchita

Martinez at Wimbledon on Thursday.

reports Reuter,

Though in the end her semifinal
victory was decisive, it should have
QU SOONCT,

She won 0-4, 0-7 (5-7), 6-1 after
wasting a 5-2 lead in the second set
and after leading 3-0 and 4-1 in the
tie-break.

Sanchez Vicario said: "Until 5-2 |
played with exactly the tactics |
wanted. Then | stopped being ag-

, became a little tentative,
and let hl' back in the masch and the

-._M hn”:ud in the tie-
o v SR

what counts is the third set. 1 did
what | had to do and won the match."

Now the winner of two French
Opens and one US has a shot at the t-
the she admits she has most wanted
ever since she ook her first French
tithe in 1989 at the age of 17.

"I think ever since what [ wanted
most was to play in a Wimbledon fi-
nal. it's a dream come true,

It feels great. | passed the guar-
lf..'r tinals (for the first time). "iuw

— AFP/UNB photo

winning this way gives me confidence
to go into the final and I have to be
very happy.

"Now I'm just going to sce if I can
g0 one more and win Wimbledon. It's
every player's dream, you know, one
year to win here on Centre Court.”

Now that she has beaten the
champion, Sanchez Vicario was
asked about her rivalry with Martinez.

"It has nothing to do with her
winning before and 1 hadn't," she
said. "We're two different persons. |
think it leaves you thinking that a
clay count player can win on grass too.

“I just think I have the quality to
do well on different surfaces. | have
great results and I've changed my at-
titude and I'm having much more
P

Martinez suffered from blisters

m:mh,mmm
left foot times dur-
“hﬁ-ﬂhnhm
foot at 3-0 down in the third.

"They were taped but with the
tape they were more painful so I had
to have new tape put en and 1 got
worse. 50 1 took that off and it was a
little better. Then the other foot

Martinez first suffered the blisters
in her guarter-final with Gabriela
Sabatini. "You just have to play with
the pain. It's painful to run, that's all."

Martinez, also 23, said she did not

LONDON. July =
e women's final at
Wimbledon will be
played on Steffi
Graf's turf. Arantxa
feel sl is swimming against the tide
when she takes on Steffi Graf for the
\ll-England titke on Saturday, reports
Rewter,

The Spaniard has never gone so
far before. Graf has won her last five
tithe matches here,

Sanchez-Vicario admits she is a
¢lay court player hoping to transfer
her game to grass. Graf has all"t‘ad}'
proved she can do that

he German has ﬂh‘ﬂj}’ won 31
matches without defeat in 1995.
sanchez-Vicario has already lost two
Grand Skam finals this year, to Mary
Pierce at the Australian Open and to
(raf at the French Open last month.

Graf has won 25 of their 33
matches.

But though Sanchez Vicario has
won three of their last six clashes, in-
cluding last year's US Open-final, she
will have to produce the totally unex-
pected on Saturday.

That, however, is something she
has achieved in the past, most no-
tably in the French Open final of 1989
when she scored a 7-6, 3-6, 7-5 tri-
umph over Graf that astonished the
tenunis workd

Graf, who reached Saturday’s final
with a 5-7. 6-4, 6-2 triumph over Jana
Novotna on The ", insists she will
not underestimate the feisty
Spaniard.

Sanchez Vicario dethroned com-
patriot Conchita Martinez 6-3, 6-7, 6
1 in her semifinal.

Sanchez-Vicario did not know
who her o t in the final would
be when she spoke about her hopes.

On the other hand, Graf said she

V. 1
feel she could win the match.

"I didn't believe enough in myself
to win and when you don't believe

100 per cent in yourself you're not go-
ing o win." she explained. :

"sometimes you don't have feel-
ings to win. Sometimes you feel
great, sometimes you don't."

Martinez felt Sanchez Vicario

her with her tactic of com-
ing to the net occasionally.

"When someone comes to the net
all the time, you know you have to
pass them. When they come in some-
times and sometimes not, it gets you

by a
mlhndmheaﬂrﬂsiw

and take the chances when she came
in and perhaps make a lot of mis-
takes — which I did.”

She admitted surprise at winning
the second set from 2-5. "1 just

«calmed down and tried to play, not

make so many mistakes and see what
happens.
TAp it worked. Then in

the third set, 1 don't know. | couldn't
attack her serve and when | came in
she passed me and | made many un-
forced errors.”

The champion was not sad at los-
ing her title.

"It was great to be in the semifi-
nal‘lwilltrfmwhlitagain.lhm

WIMBLEDON. July
: Top women play-
vrs rejected a pro-
posal 0 give Monica
considerations bt
she nonethelos plas a return 1w the
tour nexi month, report agencies.

weles is set 1o announced her
comeback Saturday during a news
conference at the Special Olympics in
New Haven, Connecticut and is ex:
pecied 1o plav her first Grand Slam
event in 2 1/ 2 vears at the LS Open in
August. '

First. Seles will play a welevised
exhibition with Martina Navratilova
in Atlantic City on july 29, It is uncer
tain whether she will play any tour
events before the Open. She's been
practicing daily. coached by her fa-
ther. and her comeback does not
hinge on amy allowances the WT\
Tomar makes for her ranking,

1 never asked for anything,
ﬁmﬂ“tﬂ#hmhcrlmu
in Florida. according 10 her

spokeswonu,

Monica has nCver ﬁhn;l for
sp:cﬂnlihgﬂuhdﬂmud
mmmu_um

Super—marathon
runners hit
the road

MOSCOW, July 7: Thirty runners
trom cight European countrics ok
off from Moscow's Red Square on
Wednesday on a four-week 5500-km

I'_r_.h:htlnﬁithm
hall square in Paris on July 31.

The runners will pass a rekay wrch
from one another. and oaly stop oa
days off in cach Furopean capital.

The fourth marathon commeno

rating the 50th anmiversary of the end
of World War 1l has a motto of

"peace, friendship, goodwill and co-
operation.”

The super-marathon is headed by
the sports and government onganiss
tions of Russia and France.

Storm over Seles' status

turn has noting 0 do with that,” said  Graf and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario

Linda Dozoretz, International

'I;mqn:ml I[J-rullp 5 spuh*hnmun
for sches.

's'hn.u ASELES

“She's not worried about her
ranking." Dozoretz said. "It would
lave been 3 very nice gesture 1o show
were willing 1o make allowances, but
it's not something that will make 2

Graf. currently holding the num-
ber one ranking, has made its clear
she would like 10 see the Y -
born American return bt
think she should avtomatically be
RIVEn Wp ranking,

"1 don't agree with the
als.” the German mm
Wisnbbedon.

World number-two Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario has also said she
would be “unhappy’ if Seles was given
back her former stamus.

Graf objected because her back
problens might not allow her w play
the minsmaum 12 warmaments. which

Tenmnis needs Moneca” said Graf
after reaching this year's final
W nhbedk s

“The players need it. The media
needs it The wer acods it | need it |
need a challenge * she said

Gabricls Sebetini. cighth i fhe
world and beaten by
Champson Condchsta Martumnez o the
Wimbledon guarter-finals on
Tuesday . said of a Seles return: Tt is
very ough o come up with some
thing good for her and still be fair w
the rest.”

vavratidowa
WTA Towr.

of the
orginally proposed that

Scies be co-ranked No. 3 becamse | classic at Dunkerque on July 6

1

have been going back and forth as
“o. | over the past year. But some
players objected, saying that Seles
was No. 1 when she left and would
come back as No 1.

Navratilova then proposed at a
WTA Tour meeting Sunday that Seles
be co-ranked No. 1 for her first six
wournament or 12 months, whichever
came first, and that for the next 18
months her average be calou-
lated from other
In essence, Seles’ ranking would be
based on the number of tournaments
she played, rather than the regular
minisnum of 12 within a 52-week pe-
riod.

Navratilova's was criti-
cized in Sunday's meeting by several
players, including Gigi Fernandez
Fernandez wouldn't have been af
fected by the proposal, but her
friend, No. 3 Conchita Martinez,
would have been.

The players said they wanted a
couple of days to think about it. In
another meeting Tuesday night, at-
tended by most of the wop 20 players
along with agents, coaches and WTA
officials, the proposal was shot
down.

would always prefer 1o win easily,

she will be strongly favoured to
beat mmzvm—m if she
does not see it that way.

"It's going to be such a different
match from today. But | am not un-
derestimating Arantxa. She played
very well and could have won easier.

"I won't feel I'm the favourite. I
don't feel that at all.”

sanchez-Vicario has been trying
to reach a Wimbledon final since 1987

Sport

' Clash of veteran & novice

and her joy at finally achieving
h:iwa‘:k:rmﬂrmm-dindt-
light and fell prostrate on the Centre
Court.

Sanchez-Vicario showed
Martinez that she can hit the ball very
hard indeed — . Unfortu-
nately, Graf does it more often.

Still, the Spaniard feels she has
progressed on grass this vear, leaming
to make sporadic forays to the net
where her volleying shows the touch

Graf-Sanchez at a glance

WIMBLEDON, July 7 (AP): Head-to-head records of the women's final
matchups at the Wimbledon tennis championships (seedings in

parentheses ).

Steffi Graf (1) (Germany) vs Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (2) (Spain)

Graf leads 258
Tournament
1988 United Jersey
1989 Family Circle
1989 Bausch & Lomb
1989 French Open
1989 Wimbledon
1990 Pan Pacific Carpet
1990 Bausch & Lomb
1990 Citizen Cap
1990 US Open
1991 Lufthansa Cup
1991 French Open
1992 Bausch & Lomb
1992 Citizen Cup
1992 Lufthansa Cup
1992 French Open
1992 Federation Cup
1992 US Open
1992
1993 Australian Open
1993 VS-Florida
1993 Lipton
1993 Family Circle
1993 Citizen Cup
1993 San Diego
1993 VS Championships
1994 Australian Open
1994 Delray
1994 Hamburg
1994 San Diego
1994 Canadian Open
1994 US Open
1995 French Open

Clay
Hard
Carpet
Orass
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Tiebreakers

Wang won't
defend crown

in Gothernburg?

SHANGHAL July 7: Chll:lﬂ s Wang
Junxia will not be de hl:r
10,000 metres title at the World Ath-
letics Championships in Gothenburg
in August. Shanghai's Liberation Daily
reported today, says Reuter.

Her coach Ji m} Zvomei said
Wang, world record holder in the
$.000 and 10,000 metres, should pre-
pare for the Atlanta Olympics next
vear instead.

“Judging from Wang Junxia's cur-
rent condition it is impossible this
August for her to beat the world in the
way she did during the last champi-
onships.” the paper guoted an offi-
cial with the state physical culture
and sport commission as saying.

"What a big shame it would be if
she went to Gothenburg achieved
nuserable results, or even failed to
rank among the top eight?” the paper
saul

Wang. whose form had plum-
meted since breaking with super-
coach Ma Junren late year, had barely
scraped into China’s team at the
China trials in May.

Tyson's undercard

LAS VEGAS, July 7: World
Council champions Miguel Angel
Gonzalez and julian Jackson will be
part of the undercard for Mike
Tyson's return (o the ring here next
month, reports AFP. _

Unbeaten WBC lightweight
champion Gonzalez, 37-0 with 29
knockouts, will defend against an-
other unbeaten, Lamar Murphy, 18-0
with 13 knockouts. Gonzalez will
make his 10th defence of the title he
won in 1992

Three-time world
champion Jackson (51-3 with 47
knockouts) will defend nst
Quincy Taylor (25-3 with 21 knock-
outs ). It will be Jackson's first de-
fence of the crown he won last March.

Already announced on the August
19 card headlined by Tyson fighting
Peter McNeeley is a World Boxing
Association title maich between Joe

| Hipp and champion Bruce Seldon.

Surface Round Winner
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Score

6-2,60

6-2, 64

63,62

7-6 (8-6), 3-6,7-5
7-5, 6-1

61,62

6-1, 60

57, 60,61
6-1,6-2

6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (8-6)
6-0, 6-2
67(37), 64,63
76(7-5),62
46,75, 62
0-6,6-2, 6-2

6-4, 6-2

7-6 (7-5), 6-3
6-3,3-6,6-1

7.5, 6-4

64, 6-3

64,36, 63
7-6(10-8), 6-1
63,63

6-4, 46, 6-1

6-1, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1
6-0, 6-2

6'31 7'5
4-6,76(7-3),7-6
62,61

7.5, 1-6, 7-6 (7-4)
1-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4
7-5, 4-6, 6-0

Graf Bamhm—V‘marm

Rome may join
2004 Games' boat

ROME, July 7: Jtalian Prime Minis-
ter Lamberti Dini announced on
Wednesday he had a pointed 2
commitiee to study the of

Ix}ldmgthtmolym;ﬂcﬁmnesin

Thr cahinet has appointed a
technical committee to evaluate as
quickly as possible the conditions,

“Mﬂm,[ﬁm
said.

Rome hosted the Games in 1960,
If the "Eternal City” decides to make
a bid it will join Cape Town and Bei-
jing as cities who have expressed in-
terest in holding the 2004 Games.

Dini made his comments during a
sports award ceremony in Rome at-
tended by some 3,000 young athletes
along with the heads of the Italian na-
tional Olympics committee and other
sporting organisations.

Hﬁ.mmu@m
faro, also at the ceremony,
the campaign for Rome 10 host the
Games with enthusiasm say
would be a battle well worth

o
NM booter
goes AWOL at
Special Olympics

MADISON, Connecticut, July 7:
Ramesh Mali, a Olympics

two Nepali visitors 1o safety because

+ they were nervous, then could not

find Mali upon returning to the area.

ek
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HEAVEN ON EARTH: Russian cyclist Dumitri Kenyshev gets big smacks on his cheeks
from two gleeful on lady admirers after his fifth leg victory in the Tour de France cycling

ﬂﬂhdﬂﬁlmﬁth

"] just think I have the quality
do well on different surfaces,” ﬂld
Sanchez-Vicario. "I've my
attitude and I'm having more
fun.

"Now I'm, looking to maybe see-

ing if 1 can become the second
to win at Wimbledon."

But after the semifinals, British

bookmakers gave her little chance.

They made her a 11-4 underdog with

. Gﬂu‘uﬂamili

Arbi in qtrs

. KUALA LUMPUR, July 7: World
c ion and top seed Heryanto
a?hﬂmuh up a gruelling
ﬂﬁumﬂhﬂtmﬁrﬁdh
Malaysian badminton open Thursday
after being stretched 15-8, 14-17, 15-
lﬂhyhlalajrsiﬂn{}ngmmt,m-
ports AFP

Second seed Park Sung-woo of
South Korea also made it to the last
cight after struggling 7-15, 15-7, 15-1
against Indonesia's George Rimarodi.

Arbi, who blamed his dismal
showing on Kuala Lumpur's heat and
humidity, will take on South Korea's
I;chl{wmg-]inhnudarsqmﬁ-

"The heat here is unbearable,”
complained Arbi, who has never won
a singles title in Kuala Lumpur.

The 23-year-old champion said
although he had beaten Lee easily in
the World in Lausanne
in May, "I dare not predict my
chances against him here."

Third seed Ardy Wiranata of
Indonesia had the easiest time in
qualifying for the quarter-finals,

Wiranata's opponent, Yong
Hock Kin of Malaysia, retired after
lnsingthc first game 3-15 i::uﬂnemh

LONDON, July 7:
Stetfi Graf added to
Jana Novotna's per-
sonal catalogue of
Wimbledon woe on
Thursday to ensure
the two top-ranked players in the
world will contest Saturday's women's
final. reports Reuter.

Graf, chasing her sixth Wimble-
don singles title, was stretched to the
limit by a desperate Novotna before
securing a 5-7, 0-4. 6-2 victory which
bore echoes of her dramatic Centre
Court final recovery against the same
opponent two years ago.

For a while, Steffi Graf actually
felt she could lose to Jana Novotna.
But the beginning of the second set |
was thinking I'm going to lose this
match. It's a semifinal, I'm goingto
have to wait another year. 1 didn't
have a really good feeling,” Graf said.

" "You have moments when you
think about these things but after a
couple more games, T began to feel I
could turn the maich around.

“Then in the third set | had such a

i

great feeling of winning the match,” |

the 26-vear-old German said.
(el won her Wimbledon semifi-
nal 5-7, -4, (-2, a scoreline which did
not reflect the closeness of the battle
because Novotna had three points to
get back to 4-3 in the deciding set.
But Graf's success put her into a

Steffi Graf of Germany gleefully points towards her fans
after her semifinal win over Czech Jana Novotna at the
Wimbledon Championships on July 6. Graf came frun;
a =et down to beat Novotna 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

— AFP/UNB phﬂto

seventh Wimbledon final with a fine
chance to take her sixth title when
she faces Arantxa Sanchez Vicario on

Thcmpau:dhﬁlmhrm

ous 30 matches in 1995 and

only two sets, but when the
rushed on to bring her some
ing the changeover Ewd
that crucial seventh game she seemed
more vulnerable than ever.

As it turned out, it was merely a
spasmatic headache and, although
the match did take several more
twists and turns, most of them were
in Graf's favour.

She broke Novotna to love to
level the match at one set-all, and
quickly led 2-0 in the third as memo-
ries flashed back two years to the
closing moments of the 1993 final.

On that occasion, Novotna .

served for a 5-1 lead in the final set,
only for Graf to steal the most un-
likely of victories and leave her op-
ponent sobbing on the shoulder of
the Duches of Kent.

This time. the fourth seed from
the Czech Republic still had enough
spirit and nerve to fight back to 2-2,
but could not quite find the strength
to reverse the most numbing defeat
of her career.

"1 think it was the second
set that turned it around,” said Graf,
who hanlnstouhﬂw malchuat

" enjoyed every second of it."

Gritty Graf keeps going

mm ml:!hm-&
in
"I was definitely not puhl. 1
wasn't serving as well as | needed to.
lnnidc I thought I could lose the
match so I got a lot of pleasure out of

turning it m.‘lﬁﬂhrf

matches against Graf but few could
argue with her assessment that she
and m:oithebm,uu
formances of her career for little re-
ward.

"It had played like this against
anyone else [ would have béen the -
winner," she mused,

'Ithhlkm;;nﬂhtlu
matches I've ever

I really

effi. It was a wonderful
ﬂmwhhﬁfﬁ

51 o favoure 1 be m

c-hhi:
haa’&&m

ﬁﬂhhﬂﬁtﬂ,ﬁtﬂh-
make the difficult decision not to
play doubles. >

"If I want to be at the
mdnﬂh:mlwnﬂ'th
able to play both.

"The last two doubles matches we
played took four hours and is

'96 Games prep on track

ATLANTA, July 7

With the 19‘%
summer Olympic
Games just over a
Year away, Construc-
tion is on schedule
the head of the Atlanta Olympic
Comminee said Thursday, reports
Agencies,

“Our construction programme is
really now starting to reach its final
stages,' said Billy Payne, president of
the Atlanta Committee for the
Olympic Games (ACOG). "A year out
from the Games, the construction
programume s fine.”

Olympic organisers are building
venues for aguatics, archery, athlet-
ics, basketball, cycling, hockey and
tennis competitions. A 170 million
dollars 85,000-seat Olympic stadium
is 10 be completed by next spring.

"Despite the complexity of or-
ganising the Games, and they are ex-
traordinarily complex everything
about our development essentially
remains on schedule, on time and
within budget.” Payne said.

Ticket sales are at projecied
kevels, Pavne said. However, an effort

e ——

personalised bricks in a 21-acre
Eﬁnennﬂl()tympn Park under con-
struction in downtown Atlanta has
been less than successful

"The brick sales have been slower
than we had hoped,” said Payne..
ACOG has sold 160,000 of the 35 dol-
lars bricks and a group of Japanese
organisations has announced it will
buy upto 100,000 more,

"Somehow it was claimed to be
disrespectful that the Japanese would
be helping us, which 1 think is exactly
the wrong interpretation,” Payne
said. "The Olympic Games are about
folks coming together.

‘In the case of the Japanese
Olympic Committee wanting to help
sell bricks, their motivation was the
fact that the Americans were so re-

"This was their way of saying how
much they appreciate our respon-
Payne said one of his crucial jobs
in the final vear before the
is 10 get Atlanta to live with a traffic
plan banning most cars from downt-
won

Rouse on

PHOENIX, USA. July
7. Double Olympic
-.uimlwnndﬂu
Joeff Rouse, concern
«d about drug use as
the 1996 Sunumer (2
mics approach, is conducting a
grassroots petition drive among
international athletes in a campaign
lor random lesting, reports AP,

"I love this sport too much,” the
Phoenix swinuner told The Arizona
Republic before Friday's Santa Clara
{California) lnvitational. "We have 10
make sure we have a level playing
field.”

Rouse. 25. was o announce his
drive at a news conference before the
international competition that was
o feature Rouse's teammate, Gary
Hall Jr of Phoenix, in a showdown
with Russian sprinter Alexander
Popov on Saturday. He said he al-
ready has collected 450 signatures.

Rouse won a gold medal at the
Imlin-\tm{:—ubrhhm
g bey in the 1S men's 400
lay. mmnhﬂhﬁtm
bac kstroke.

1 htmiﬁhhﬂrﬂth
any way.” he said. “It's simply an

— AFP/UNB photo | mht Athletes have never

a crusade |

spoken up as a
Rouse said

{
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"We need to communicate effec-
tively to the public and to our visitors
of the need to cooperate,” Payne
&'F:iﬂpﬂﬂmﬂ;ﬂﬂhﬁl

Askcdtouknl:iff' ﬂﬂlﬂ‘.*l'
points that need to be resolved, he
listed the nuts and bolts
work of the venues, inchud-
ing security provisions and food ser-
vice, and the details of the
opening and closing ceremonies,

The traffic management plan will
close most downtown streets to in-
Wm&lﬂﬂtl‘!ﬁ:ﬂh

Games, July 19-August 4. .

ing businesses to revamp lnli
schedules so that

mldllhnﬂ—mmﬂl
trains will carry spectators to
Olympic events, most of which are
being held in the central city. -
ﬂmwﬂhnh
Savannah, despite continued criti-
cism of the coastal site by
the I of the federation that
governs the sport.

Paul Henderson, president of the
International Yacht Racing Union,
most complained that the
marina planned by ACOG is too small
wmwh
move the event.

Payne, however, said the
Savannah site is firm.

On other subjects, Payne said:

He is confident ACOG will meet
its 1.58 billion dollars though
fund raising will up
until the Games never
fades,”" he said. "We'll be
money until the end of the day."

He would like to see an
museum established in Atlanta
the Games. The International
Olympic Committee a mu-
seum in Lausanne, but

there is no such facility in the United
States.

Bulgarnan duo

on the move

SOFIA, July 7: interna
tional defender T Ivanov of
CSKA Sofiia has signed a two-year deal
with Rapid Vienna of Austria,
ian soccer officials said on :
reports Reuter. i
were not disclosed.




