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This must seem like an outrageous
suggestion to many Labour support-
ers. How, they might ask, could a
Labour government ever be as objec-
tionable as these ‘bloody’ Tories? To
answer this guestion, we need to
grasp just how things have changed in
British pelitics. The party names
might be the same, but neither the
Conservatives nor Labour have much
clse in common today with the par-
ties they were 15 vears ago.

The changes in the character of
the Labour party are often misunder-
stood. Party like to claim
that the political and
reforms introduced by Blair and his
predecessors, John Smith and Neil
Kinnock, have revived Labour's for-
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SuTET
; dictated by the Conser-

In political terms, Blair's Labour
party is one of Thatcher's children
and the one for which the old Tory
Baroness can feel the

cighties, the Tories redefined the
terms of political debate. The
Thatcher government's war against
socialism. the trade unions. the pub-
lic sector and the welfare state im-

pelied the opposition to abandon
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was 3
emil faint echoes of Tory policies on
h-ir-hm
order

¥the dominance of the Tories in
the cighties transformed the Labour
party's outlook, the weakness of the

of a party that could only
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ment to full blooded "Popular-Capi-
talism' in the
Behind the old party labels, there
is now a new situation — one in which
neither party stands for anything of
substance at all. Both Labour and the
Tories now eschew principles in
favour of pragmatism. Everything is
negotiable. Blair will tear up a com-
mitment to renationalise the railways
just as quickly as Major will shred
plans to privatise the Post-Office.
Instead of a battle between compet-
ing political visions, we are left with
a technical contest to prove which
party would make the best bureau-
cratic managers of the system.
Labour, said Blair in January, is not
offering ‘a revolution'. but simply 'a
competent alternative’ to the Tory
: Like
Like all pragmatic business man-
agers, the Major and Blair teams ac-
cept that they have to operate within
limits and . The narrow
framework for action which both
recognise today has been put in place
by a combination of two factors: the
and the shift in
the terms of debate over which the
Tories have presided during the past
15 years.
So it is that, in the of eco-
nomics, the approach of all the major
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Good Luck Crickets !

Reuter reports from Paris
NCH insect lovers want pant
of the Paris metro o be decla
red 2 nature reserve, fearing the
railway is getting too clean for rare
colonies of crickets chirping in the
warm. dark tunnels.

While most travellers welcome a
drive w clean up the metro and rid it
of mosqui-toes, rats and other pests,
o et Eroup Wants spe-
Ciil measares the crickers,
w heme buzzing is 2 symbol of good
fortumw m French follkdore.
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The group. which counts 2 mem
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members. also advocates laving ow

food for crickets decp below the |

streets of the capital and drawing at-
e nlion W ther singing as a woarst
attraction,

of economic in the South, following the Civil
War, so the Keller plantations did not pay. Instead,
Helen's father — Arthur H Keller — made a living
runiing a small newspaper, the North Alabamian,

Captain Keller's first wife died, leaving him with two
sons. In 1875 he married again, His new bride, Kate
Adams. came from a prosperous, distinguished and very
well-connected Southern family,

Helen was Kate Adams Keller's first child, and Captain
Keller's first daughter. By all accounts, Helen was a bright,
attractive, and very happy baby — she had already
learned to walk — until, in February 1882, when she was
only nineteen months old, she was struck down with a
sudden, and illness.

At first, the doctor Helen would die.
She had a high fever, and lay motionless, propped on pil-
lows. No one knows precisely what her illness was. At the
time, it was described as "acute congestion of the stom-
ach and brain."

In modern medical terms this is Doctors
now believe that Helen might have had and
inflammation of the brain caused by bacteria or a virus.

Helen survived. Her anxious parents sighed with relief
as the illness left Helen as quickly as it had struck her
down. But relief turned to anguish as they gradually real-
ized how the illness had changed their laughing, lively
daughter. She could no longer see them or respond to
their voices. Her illness had left her blind and deaf.

From time to time, she still babbled words in baby-
talk, but, since she could not hear her ' answers or
see their lips as they spoke to her, she forgot all the words
she had ever learned, except "wha-wah", her word for wa-
ter. '

Helen's world had been shattered. She was only two
years old, but her world was one of silence, darkness and
loneliness. The happy, loving baby had turned into an
isolated, tormented child. In frustration at being totally
imprisoned by dark silence, Helen kicked out, bit and

people.

But Helen also began to help herself. She used her
sense of touch and smell — feeling every object carefully,
identifying different smells — both inside and‘outside
the house.

It w as Helen s mother who discovered the "way to
reach her mind”. Sk w s rcaduny 2 book called American
Notes, written by Charles Dichens, describing his travels
in America. In the great Northern city of Boston, he had
been impressed by what he heard of the Perkins Institute
for the Blind and its director, Dr Samwel Grindley Howe.
The staff at Perkins had trained another deaf-blind girl,
Laura Bridgeman, with great success,

But Dr Howe was now dead and, no doubt, his meth-
ods had gone with him. However, another great man with
an interest in the welfare of deaf-blind people was rec-
ommended to Helen's family. He was Dr Alexander Gra-
ham Bell, the scientist who had won international fame as
the inventor of the telephone. Bell had devoted his life 1o
teaching and helping deaf people and had married one of
his students, The Kellers wrote to Dr Bell, asking for his
help. He invited them to call on him in Washington and
put the Kellers in touch with the new principal of the
Perkins Institute in Boston, Michael , 10 see
whether he could recommend a private teacher for six-
year-old Helen

To Anagnos, young Anne Sullivan — de-
termined and bossy, but also brave, sympathetic and
highly intelligent — was the obvious choice 10 send as a
teacher w the "phantom” Helen Keller.

Anne Sullivan had been a pupil at the Perkins Institue
for six years. She was not ¢ blind, but suffered
from repeated ailments which affecied her eyes, and
often caused her pain. She came from a poor, Irish im-
migrant family.

Anne Sullivan arrived in Tuscumbia on March 3, 1887,
She was now twenty-one, and Helen was not guite seven.
It was a day Helen has described later as "my soul's birth-

“ow she began to live.
It was not an casy Helen was wild and quick-
tempered, and used only w0 pleasing herself.

Anne felt determined 1o reach Helen in of the
emotional upset it caused both pupil and . One of
the first battles for Anne was held in the family dining-
room. Seven-year-old Helen had developed some very
bad table manners — helping herself to food from other
people’'s plates and eating everything with her fingers.
Anne decided not w let her eat from her plate one Mon-
day morning, and a battle of wills began. The rest of the
Keller family were so distressed by the scene that fol-
lowed that they keft the room: Anne locked the door and

determuined o sex it through.
Anne and Heden soon made good Helen be-
g 0 respond w0 Anne's firm but loving Anne

lad ot been trammed as a weacher, bat she read all the
twmhs she could find on the Latest theories of child de

velopaenL

Perhaps most important of all. Anne thought deeply
abwnat how Children leasn. Around the same time, the great
Iakian cducational reformer, Dr Maria Montessori, was
b waching children how w0 “learn through play” . with
oot ieshiany el

\nne guickly realized that Helen would be more re-
ceptive W the lessons if she was removed from her fam-
th Captan and Mrs Keller had always allowed her w0 do
whalever she wanted whenever she wanted.

- .
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By moving to a little garden-house about a quarter of
4 mik trom the family home, Anne and Helen could work
ogether without distractions. Helen could learn to de-
pend on Anne and 10 obey her without having her family
there o run 0 when things did not go her way. The house
was u genuine bit of paradise” 1o Anne, and Helen set-
thed down to living with Anne.

Among the first words Anne tried to teach Helen were
doll" and "candy”, since these were presents which she
had brought with her, and which Helen had obviously en-
joyed. Helen copied the signs for these words that Anne
nxade into her hand, and seemed to think this spelling was
4 game, not yet making the connection between the
words and the objects they stood for, But it was early
days, and Anne was patient. She taught Helen sewing,
crochet. knitting and threading glass and wooden beads
to make necklaces. They spent long hours together. ex-
phoring Mrs Keller's garden.

Then, on April 5, 1887, just over a month since Anne’s
that everything has a2 name and that she could leam all she
longed o know from the manual al Helen had
been confusing “mug” and "milk” with the verb “drink".
Une morning Helen wanted o know the name for “water”
and Anne saw an opportunity to clear up the child's con-
fusion over what "mug” and “milk" meant too.

"We went out 10 the pump-house, and | made Helen
hold her mug under the spout while | As the cold
water gushed forth, filling the mug, | w-at-e-r in
Helen's free hand. The word coming so close upon the
sensation of cold water rushing over her hand seemed 0
startle her. She dropped the mug and stood as one trans-
lixed. A new light came into her face. She spelled 'water’
scveral times, Then she on the and asked
for its name and pointed to the pump and the trellis, and
suddenly turning round she asked for my name. | spelied

Helen was overjoyed!
I rom the moment on, Helen never looked back. she

was filled with eagerness to learn. Within weeks, she knew
over three hundred words, and was learning new words at
the rate of five or six each day. Because she was busy,
and filled with a sense of achicvement, she became much
happier, and much better behaved. Now she wanted w0
please, not to fight, the ieacher who had this
‘window" of language for her, and set her free from her
prison of loneliness.

Anne Sullivan was delighted at her pupil's progress.
whe also felt rather awed. She wrote, "It is a rare privilege
o watch the birth, growth and first feeble of a
living mind: this is mine; and, moreover, it is
given me to raise and guide this bright inselligence.” Anne
proved herself 10 be among the most original educational
thinkers of her day. Although her tcaching methods are
co now, at the time, they were new, daring
and contronersial

Anne Sullivan (whom Helen now called "Teacher”, as
she was 10 do for the rest of her life) stayed in the Keller
I for the remeining months of 1887,

Early in 1888, Anne ook Helen o visit Anagnos at the
Perkins Instituie in Boston. Anagnos was and
delighted with Helen's achievements, and captivated by
her happy ., loving personality. He persuaded Anne to
bring Helen o study every now and then at the Perkins
institute, and introduced her 1w many people who lived
in Boston. Soon Helen's progress began to spread all
around the United States. She was still only eight vears
wld.

For the nexa few vears, Helen and Anne divided their

....

time between Boston and Tuscumbia. Helen worked
hard at her studies, and enjoved the wide range of sub-
jects, including French, Latin. and zoology, that were
taught at Perkins.

Helen had begun to write stories of her own, as well as
to read hundreds of novels, plays and poems in Braille.

At first, Anne was opposed to Helen to talk.
She thought it was an insurmountable obstacle; her critics
said that it was because she did not want Helen to be
able to communicate directly with anyone else. But the
impulse to make sound was desperately strong in Helen
and, finally Anne

Helen Keller, now fourteen years old, spent almost
two years at the Wright-Hunason school in New York. It
was clear to everyone there that she was an exceptionally
intelligent pupil, even though she was not making very
good progress at learning how to speak, her written work,
particularty in English literature, was admirable.

In 1896, Anne and Helen began to think about study-
ing for a degree. Helen always longed to go to college and
was not going to be stopped by her disabilities. Helen
wanted to take the entrance exam for Radcliffe College,
at that time the most prestigious college for women's ed-
ucation in the United States.

Helen ok the first part of the entrance exam after
only nine months of preparation. Helen passed, with high
marks in English and German.

Helen was enrolled at Radcliffe in Se 1900,
when she was twenty vears old. She insisted on following
a normal course of study. This meant taking — and doing
well in — seventeen-and-a-half courses over years
tw for a Bachelor of Arts degree. She specialized
in the study of English literature, although she also stud-
ied some foreign languages and history. As before, Anne

her to all her classes, and helped her "read”
books in the library.

Since her early days with the writing board and pencil,
she had always

rect and immediate style. She wrote good,
essays and clear, simple answers to exam guestions, but
she found she had another talent.

She was able to explain how she felt about her own
condition, about other people’'s thoughts and actions,
and about the state of the world in a way that caught the
attention and sympathy of her readers, without sounding
gloomy or self pitying, This impressed one of her college
profiessors so much that he put her in touch with the edi-
tor of the Ladies Home Journal, 2 magazine aimed at an
educated, middle class andience, which often
well written stories and articles by outside

The Journal's editor was immediately interested. He
asked Helen whether she could write the story of her life
so far, in five instalments. since he was sure the readers
would be fascinated and inspired by all she had managed
to achieve.

For most of Helen and Anne's life, money was a major

Helen's studies at Radcliffe were being paid for
friends, but she did not want to rely on charity for
ever. Her father was dead, and her mother had listle
moncey 1o spare. There were no state funds to support
her. If charity failed, she would have 10 work or starve.
Because she was blind and deaf, many jobs were not
open to her, but was something she could do.
Perhaps the Journal's offer would mean the start of a ca-
reer as a writer.

Once she had embarked on the Journal project, Helen
soon realized that being a writer was not as
simple as it looked. She needed help to collect her mate-

ral and organize her thoughts. A friend suggested that she

was convinced that the book would become "a classic”,
and that it would be read with pleasure for many years to
come. It did, and it still is — today it is available in more
than fifty languages.

still rather tired, Helen returned full-time to her stud-
ies at Radcliffe. She continued to do well, and won the
admiration and respect of all her classmates, who recog-
nized that she had to work harder than
they did. At last, Helen — marked "excellent in
English letters” — in the summer of 1904, It was a remark-
able achievement, and Helen's friends were very proud of
lwer. What marvel would she achieve next? One friend, Dr
Hele, wrote to her, in a prophetic tone, "..the whole
boundless universe is yours."

Mwasﬂrﬂck‘spopl:cymjmhwuyx
portunities were really open to someone, like Helen,
was deaf and blind? Helen herself had already recognized
the , and had spoken out, in a typically
way, on behalf of all suffering people, in a speech she

In 1905, Anne and John Macy were married. They had

made t0 Radcliffe college earlier in 1902
fallen in love while they worked together helping Helen
' i taeargy

While the Story of My Life had not been a
best-seller, it had provided Helen and Anne with
money 1o buy a house in Wrentham. Here they hoped to
settle and to make a living by writing and occasionally
lecturing, although, for the moment, they were still
ported by charitable funds. John Macy came to live
them there,

Helen became a public figure. Helen's concern for
people with impaired sight or hearing — or who were suf
fering in any other way — was also well known. In 1906,
Helen, now twenty-six, received the first of many invita-
tions to sit on public committees, and to act as a
spokesperson for blind . The state of Mas-
sachusetts was one of the to set up a Commission
for the Blind, and Helen was one of its first members. She

played an active for better treatment
D o o Wi papls
Helen also hit the headlines with her campaigns on

another issue related to blind welfare.

Helen was increasingly determined to spend time
helping the people who did not get reasonable treatment
from society. As yet. she had remained largely uninvolved
with party politics, although she had followed with inter-
est the struggles of women in England and America to win
the vote. In her journal she recorded comments on burn-
ingpﬂliﬂca]hﬁmufﬂrdmﬂmmlhlht
larly sided with thtpourmdopptmd,ﬂ
preference was always for peace, rather than and
bloodshed.

In 1909, Helen became a member of the American So-
cialist Party, and, assisted by Macy and, to a lesser ex-
tent, Anne (who was following her husband), joined en-
thusiastically in many of its

Helen's works brought her, and all people with special
needs, increasing respect. In 1932, The Pictorial Review
gave her its annual prize for the "most con-
tribution by a woman." This was a real mark of distinc-
tion. She was awarded honorary degrees by American uni-
versities. Publishers asked her to write more books and
articles, and she had been introduced to an adept and
| editor, Nella Braddy Henney, who would
help her with almost she wrote. :

Helen enjoyed her busy life; she knew she was work-
ing well, and helping people. But her was over-
shadowed by worry. Anne had just turned seventy and
was ill and tired. Now she, too, was almost blind. To-
gether, Helen, Anne and Polly time away together
which they hoped would hr:p Anne's strength.
Bravely, Anne fought against her growing weakness — "1
am trying so hard to live for you," she said —but en Oc-
tober 30, 1936, she died. Helen had Polly to help her, and
many kind and willing friends, but no one could possibly
replace Anne Sullivan Macy. She was a woman of great
character, skill and devotion. She had generously given
her whole life to helping Helen Keller. How would Helen
survive without her?

To blot out her grief, Helen decided to travel
overseas. She had received many invitations to visit blind

in other countries, and to inspect the services and
provided for them. With Polly, she decided to

visit Japan, and their trip was a great success.
came to greet her, and she was received as an important

mml.mmnmmmmpt
called Helen "Homwvuselo’ — "You who have aroused

consciousness of " In 1952 they lectured exten-
sively within the States. Their next trip was o In-
dia, then back again w Japan.

Helen Adams Keller, aged died at home,
pmﬂr,hl%&hmhﬂndhﬁui:‘lr
Cathedral, in Washington DC, a reflection
achievements and -mﬂﬁ:“inJﬂ

w0
and a measure of justice to people with
needs in America and beyond.

On her eighticth birthday, newspaper reporters asked
her what plans she had for the future. Her reply was char-
acteristic: "I will always — as long as I have breath —
work for the handicapped.” of

The writer is from the
Special Education, Institute of Education and



