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MOULVIBAZAR, July G: A pro
longed hot spell followed by floods
badly hit pincapple production in

Moulvibazar and Sylhet disiricts this

SCasO.

Moulvibazar district is well
known for pincapple cultivation,
providing employment (o over 35
thousand people inchading farmers,
traders and labourers.

Pincapples harvesting is now at
its peak. The markets of the maii

pineapple producing arcas of the
country — Moulvibazar and Sylhet

have already become crow ded with
the sellers and buvers from different

parts of the country.

The prices of pincapples have in-

creased this season due to fall of
production and comparatively high
demand at home and abroad. Three
pest species of pineapples are now
sclling Lcoween Taka 500 and 1050
per 100 in the whole-sale marker a
Srimangu under Mowlvibazar district.

In “toulvibazar district alone.

over 21 crore pineapples are pro
duced year on
land. Of this, 19 crore pineapples arc

ed on 20 thousand acres of

land under Srimangal and Kamalgani
thanas. The rest three crore are pro-
duced on 2000 acres under Sadar,
Kulaura, Baralekha and Rajnagar
thanas.
‘Biati’ or haney-quean’ pincap-
ples are known for their taste,
" or jadnt-gue’ arc big in sizc
to 3 w4 kg each.
But due to hot spell and dr

weather in the district between March

and May this year, pincapples have

grown smaller in size and have ripen

earlicr than the usual tme.
Pineapples are cultivated in

Moulvibazar on commercial basis,
-

21 thousand acres of

From Rajat K Goswam

I'he earning from this is more than
that from any other crops in the area.
I'he hilly land is suitable for pineapple
cultivation.

Pincapple garden owners, how-
cver. say that cultivatioh of the fruit
is now becoming risky due 10 lack of

ArY %

A pincapple market in Moulvibazar.

Regional EPR centre

Concern over low level
of implementation

By Rashed Mahmud

A World Health Organisation
(WHO) technical mission has ex-
pressed its concern that low level im-
plementation of the National Centre
for Emergency Preparedness and
Response (EPR) programme might
not be ‘acceptable’ to the donors re-
sulting in a decreased inflow of assis-
tance.

Afiier the devastating cyclone in
the south-eastern region of the coun-
try on April 29, 1991, WHO proposed
to estabilish a regional centre for EPR
in Asia and the Pacific and
Bangladesh government expressed its
interest in hosting the centre.

uently, the matter was fi-
nalised at the 11th meeting of minis-
ters of health, organised by WHO
South East Asia region and held in
Dhaka on November 1-3, 1993,

To finance the EPR centre, which
in future is likely to be designated as
Regional Centre for Asia and the
Pacific. WHO convinced the ltalian
Embassy in Dhaka to reallocate the

Titumir

remaining fund of the now aban-
doned bilateral project on disaster
preparedness and response o the on-
going FPR programme, said sources
in the Dhaka office of WHO.
According to sources in the
Iealth Directorate, the Italian side
stopped further flow of assistance
after spending 2300 US dollars out of
the 1.3 million dollars committed due
to ‘poor’ management of the bilateral
project by the Health Directorate.

Meanwhile, the Italian Embassy,
which is closely monitoring the pro-
ject, had drawn the attention the re-
gional advisor on EPR for WHO
South East Asia Region of
unsatisfactory level of implementa-
tion of the project’ at a recent meet-
. the sourves said.

“If the Italians retreat, as hap-
pened with the bilateral pilot project
(disaster preparedness and re-
sponse ), other donors would not feel
comfortable 1o support the EPR
centre’, a WHO official said.

Floods to match '88's?
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here in Bangladesh." said Md Sajedur
Rahman, Deputy Director of the
Storm Warning Centre in Dhaka.

Rahman said an worse flood situ-
ation developed in 1988 as both the
Brahmaputra and Ganges basins ex-
perienced severe rainfall at a time in
the middle of August.

A meteorological expert said the
country might be vulnerable to a
flood of that level if both the basins
are subjected to heavy rainfall at the
same time as a result of recurring
MONSOCMHC

The flood situation could further
deteriorate following the shift of
rainfall towards the northern districts,
officials at the Meteorological de-
partment and flood forecasting wing
of the Water Development Board
said. The downpour in the northern
ing plain lands on its way towards the
Bay, they said.

In June, the country experie
a surplus rainfall of 10,287mm as
against the normal 10,000mm, ac-
cording to Met office data.

20 mid-level towns
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convert the Barisal divisional town
into a metropolitan city at this mo-
ment, he said, adding, huge grants
had, however, been sanctioned for
the development of the town.

Responding to Major (retd)
Akhteruzzaman, who regretted "the
lack of government initiative” to
make the Barisal divisional headquar-
ters a metropolitan city despite its
recognition as an administrative divi-
sion, the minister clarified, "I've not
ruled out the possibility of u
Barisal to a metropolis. The BNP
government will definitely do it in fu-

ture mﬂidcd adequate funds are
CU ofticials
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their tampering with the results of
honours final year examinations of
Philosophy Departmeni has been
proved.

Punitive actions against the four
icachers — Abdul Khaleq, Afsar Ali,
Muzaffar Ahmed and Mozammel
Hossain — were taken for their in-
volvement in the scandal.

Abdul Khaleq and Afsar Ali have
been suspended from taking part in
the examination activities of the
university for the nexi one year while
Muzaffar Ahmed and Mozammel
Hossain will not get annual increment
for a year.

Monsoon depression is a signifi-
cant weather event in Bangladesh.
Five to seven form in the
Bay during the rainy scason ranging
from June to Se r and cross
over the country and the adjoining
Indian coast. An average of 72.5 per
cent of the total yearly rainfall occurs
during this period, according to Met
experts.

"It is not the quantity of precipi-
tation but its distribution throughout
the season which is the critical crite-
rion in determining ﬂmdm:m:hmlglu
v " said Sajedur

P it ol maseces s W
rainfall in the current season was
about 26 per cent less than during last
year and was around 30 per cent
higher than in 1993.

Meanwhile, the flood forecasting
wing foresees a sharp rise of water
levels in all the major rivers during the
next 24 hours. will flow
32 cm above the danger mark at
Chilmari point, 45 cm at Ba-
hadurabad, 9 cm at Sirajganj while the
Ganges will flow 31 cm above
level at Bhagyakul and 8 cm at
Goalondo points.

Water levels of rivers Surma and
Kushiara may also register a steep rise
at downstream points, sources said.

Ershad
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According to the prosecution
charge. Ershad, when he was the
President, misused his official posi-
tion and violated rules to
procure more than 500 relief boats
from Japan in 1988 when large parts
of Bangladesh was swept by a devas-
tating flood. The
under a 2.5 billion yen debt relief
grant from Japan.

As per the charge, Ershad, by mis-
using his official position, compelled
the authorities concerned to opt for
the quotation of second lowest bid-
der Marubeni Corporation of Japan,
ignoring the lowest Bidder Kingsu
Mataichi, also of Japan, in purchasing
the boats. The deal caused the gov-
ernment exchequer to incur a loss of
about Taka' 33 crore.

+ The boat Case was insti-
tuted in 1993 and a total of 16 wit-
nesses, including two former minis-
ters and some retired and in-service
bureaucrats, were Cross-examined.

Yesterddy's verdict came 10 days
after a High Court Division bench ac-
uitted Ershad of the charge of pos-
sessing i arms, setting aside the
judgement of a special tribunal which
had sentenced him to 10 years' im-
prisonmeni,

Pineapple production poor

proper imarketing svsiem as well as
absence of lacilities like cold-stor-
age. lransportation o, Every sea

soit, a huge quality of pincapples are |
damaged. The growers say they are
cultivating this fruit withowt any help |
froam the authorities concerned.

L

[llegal manpower
export: Govt to

take stern action
Government has decided to take
st action agunst those involved in
illegal manpower exporn and assisting
job seckers 1w travel o foreign
comntries withoot valid travel or eme
ployment documents, reports UNB.
I decision came at 2 high pow
ered inter-ministerial meeting held a
seoretariat vesterday with Home Sec
reviry Azimuddin Ahmed in the chair
Fhe meeting decided to safe-
guard the interest of the poor job
seekers and 10 uphold the image ol
Bangladesh abroad and explore pos
sible avenmes w bring the culprits o
ok
Labour and Manpewer Secretary
D Harunur Rashid. Additional Secre
tary Homw Affairs. Faizur Rahman
{ howdhurn and senior officials at
wnded the mecting,

Floods
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' Move to remove
tllegal shops
from pavements
By Staft Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation, the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police and the

o Bangladesh Road Transport Authority
have jointly taken a move 10 remove

the illegal shops from the pavements
of some important commercial areas

in the ca LGRD Minister Abdus
Salam Talukdar tnformed Parliament
vesterday.

Before the eviction, he said , the
shopkeepers and hawkers would be
rehabilitated by the City Corporation
which was looking for a suitable place
for the purpose.
were being made to use
government khash land and the DOC's
abandoned land for this, the minister
said in reply to a question by K)
Hamida Khanam.

The minister also told the House
that the government has no plan at
present to turn the Dhaka New Mar-
ket into a multi-storied shopping
complex.

JU students put

barricade on
Aricha road

SAVAR, July 6: A group of stu-
dents of the Jahangirnagar University
today halted 10 buses and confined
+ dmr:ﬁ and helpers on the campus
1 protest frequent accidents on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway, reports UNB.

Campus sources said, a student
of the university was critically injured
on the highway on Wednesday.

W itnesses said the angry students
put harricade on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway this afternoon and took the
buses to the campus along with the
Lot

JP march
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to attend a public meeting of
Raushan Ershad. wife of deposed
president HM Ershad, at
Mymensingh, mrdhlg 0 witnesses.

Addressing the press conference,
Mizan Chowdhury said JP workers
were going there to attend a meet-
ing, not to wage a war. "If the gov-
ernment wants trouble then they
should keep the police away from
the scene and see what ha :

"A youngman was hacked to
death in broad daylight ... What kind
of barbarism was that?" he ques-
tioned.

JP Presidium member Moudud
Ahmed asked: How an election
would be possible under this gov-
ernment which did not allow the op-
position parties to hold a public

JP Secretary General Anwar
Hossain Manju, who also could not
attend the meeting for the attack,
said, it was the new strategy of the
government not to allow the other

parties to hold public meeting,
JP infighting
From Page |
spectively as president and general
secretary and are awaiting approval
and support from the central presid-
.

Naser, also a senior vice-president
of the existing city comumnittee, said
"Our party politics here has been
crippled only due to presence of
some self-seeking and opportunist

Mahmudul Islam, however, Llﬂiﬂltd
that there was no feud and no dis-
unity in his party at the Chittagong
level. He said, a little trouble that
may remain in his party at Chittagong
was all too common inside other po-
litical parties in the city.

Islam was confident that "so far
greater Chittagong is concerned, [ am
still holding the steering”. Mention
may be made here that Mahmudul Is-
lam was once elected MP from Ban-
skhali constituency with a BNP

Direct road links of Kanaighat,
Cowainghat and C ompanyganj thanas
with the district headqguarters re
mained cutoff for the third day due
1o a number ol breaches on Sari
Gowainghat road and inundation of
Companyganj road. Four villages in
Gowainghat thana were inundated
today following new breach in
(owain embankment

I'NB adds: Most rivers in the
Brahmaputra, Ganges, Mcghna and
South Eastern Hill basins recorded
further rise yesterday, according to a
Flood Information Centre bulletin.

The Brahmapwtra at Chilmari and
Bahadurabad. the Ganges at
Bhagyakul, the Surma at Kanaighat
dﬂd Sunamganj, the Someswari at

nirgapur and Gumti at Comilla were
llammgahntﬂu'irrﬁpcdiwdaw
hevels.

The Brahamputra is now flowing
12 em above the danger level at Ba-
hadurabad and 30 ¢m above at
Chilinan while the Ganges 5 cm above
at Bhagyakul.

The Surma in the Meghna basin is
flowing 58 cm above danger level at
Kanaighat and 30 cm at Sunamganj
while the Someswari at Durga
IMmmdﬂt{ﬂnmilumihf“
above.

The bulletin forecast that flood
situation between Bahadurabad and
Bhagyakul is likely to deteriorate in
the next 24 hours as the Brahmaputra
ger levels at all points.
further at downstream points. Other
rivers in the Meghna basin are likely to
rise further and cross or approach
their respective danger levels. As a re-
sult, concerned areas may continue (o
experience flash flood of medinm

mgmukmmdrpum

Relationg Association in the city vesterday

Prime Mimster Hegum l"s.h e tld ficl ftcidrewmﬂ' the "‘Th
bicnnial national conference of the Bangladesh Pubhic

—PID photo

PROs asked to project
real picture of country

The Prime Minister yesterday
asked the public relations officers
(PROs) to use their profession in
awakening the people for mobilising
resourees and making their best utili
sation for rapid development in the
country, reports LNB.

Publi relations is a dependable
Process (0 Create ConsClousness
amony the people o integrate them
in nation building activities. This is
essential for a developing country
like Bangladesh.” she said.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia was inaugurating the 8th bienmial
national conference of the
Bangladesh Public Relations Officers
Association (BPROA) at a local hotel
in the momuing,

she said public relations can play
an important role in building social
infrastructure and for proper coordi
nation among political, economic
and administrative activities.

The Prime Minister stressed the
need for improved training (o acguire
skills for PROs to face the challenge
of the twenty first century.

The importance of the public re
lations profession has increased due

to the flourishment of democracy in
the world and unprecedented ad

| vancement of communication tech:

nology, she said.

Begum Zia said the PR men have i
vital role in administrative trans
parcncy in a democratic society and
they can contribute a lot to mass
COMIMUNICALIOoN.

She further said that the PROs can
contribute to development by pro-
jecting the image of their concerned
iuslitutinns and real picture of the
country l'lt'ﬁrl't the countrymen and

the world community

The Prime ﬂlrmm' said her gow-
erniment has undertaken allout mea
sUPes O eNsure administrative trans
parency since the establishment of
the democratic svstem in the country
in 1991

It has also implemented uplift
programmes in all fiekds, including
education. health. communication,
aygriculure, investment, industry and
employment sectors, she said adding,
"Peaple have started repaying the
benefit of these programmes.

She called upon the PROs o high
light the development programmes
implemented in last four and a half
VEars.

The inaugural function was ad
dressed by Information and Com-
merce Minister M Shamsul Islam.
BPROA President Mohammad Nurul
Islam and General Secretary M A

Khaleque Bhuivan.

Minisier. MPs, diplomats and
PROs from all over the country at-
tended the inaugural function.

Lankan troops
kill 11 Tigers

COLOMBO, July 6: Clashes be-
tween government troops and Tamil
I'peer rebels in northeastern Sri Lanka
on Thursday killed one soldicr and as
mumy as 11 guerillas. a military official
said, reports AP.

Troops hiding in the jungles am-
bushed the rebels. said the official,
who spoke on condition of
ANOWYTHLY,
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Britizh Prime Minister }uhn Major HHF enjoys a joke with members of his newly
reshuffled cabinet in the garden of 10 Downing Street in London yesterday. (From left to
right) Environment Secretary John GGummer, Deputw Prime Minister Michael Heseltine,
lducation and Employment Secretary Gllllan Shepard and Defence Secretary Michael

Portillo.

—AFP photo

Abducted tourists
still untraced

in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, July 6: The fate of
the four abducted foreign tourists
was still not known even as security
forces launched a massive combing
operation in the Kashmir Valley to
trace them out and the militants re-
sponsible for their abduction, reports
PTL

Elsewhere in the valley, 22 per-
sons, including 15 militants, were
killed, 32 militants arrested and a
womin teacher was abducted since
last evening, an official spokesman
said here today.

He said the security forces sealed
a vast area of , including
Ladder and surrounding forests, last
night immediately on receipt of the
information about the abduction of

foreign nationals from Lidder-
some 98 km from here in
South Kashmir.

No breakthrough
achieved so far, he said.

Eight foreign tourists were ab-
ducted on Tuesday evening by a
group of 15 armed militants, some of
them mercenaries, belonging to the
newly floated "Al- Narann" militant
outfit from Bakh liddarv near Aroo,

ten km away from Pahalgam health
resort. he said.

Bomb threat

From Page !

The pilot was informed about the
threat only after the plane had made
its normal kanding at Delhi airport.

The passengers were then off-
loaded, the lnggage were taken out
and the aircraft was thoroughly
searched, sources said.

A Biman official confirmed the
incident and regretted the inconve
nience caused 10 passengers.

had been

PM: Constitutional vacuum

From Page |

government. Begum Zia said then
the Opposition would have to take
the responsibility.

“If they at all believe in democ-
racy and Constitution, they must join
¢lections to maintain constitutional
process in the country.” she said.

1t reply to a query, she said the
BNP wanted to resolve the present
problem politically, but the Opposi-
tion did not come up with their sin-
cerity. "Now | don't see any solution
rather than go by the Constitution.'

Asked about her offer for resigna-
tion 30 days ahead of election, the
Prime Minister said, "Whatever we
duo, it necds sanction of the Constitu
tion."

Said she: "Things have become
more complicated with the comple-
tion of 90-day absence by the
position MPs." Elaborating on
point, she said the BNP does not en-
joy the two-thirds in Par-
liament 10 meet the of the

Opposition by amending the Consti-
tution

(Questioning the anmasse boy-
cott of Parliament by Opposition
MPs, the Prime Minister said there is
no precedent in any democracy of
the world where the Opposition
(urits Parfianme it an bloc.

"How they could resign from Par-
liament? Are they government ser-
vanis?" They were elected to Parlia-
ment with people's mandate. the
Prime Mindster said

't is the usual practice to discuss
and resolve various national problems
sitting in Parliament. But it was not
possible becanse of the Opposi
tion's permanent boycott of Parlia
menL”

Ihe Prime Minister all
the newspaper editors to write in
favour of resolving the current crisis

amicably. "Please, do not write to
deepen the crisis. Please, write for
solving it in greater interest of the
country,”

Begum 7Zia said the Opposition
MPs had got maxioum privileges dur-
ing the Last four and half years and
the BNP government ensured a bal-
anced development in all constituen-
cies. which was never done in the
past

I'he Prime Minister called upon

the editors to create global opinion

through their writings in respective
papers.

The meeting was also addressed,
among others, by Information and
Commerce Minisier M Shamsul Islam,
Editor of the Meillat Chowdhury

Mohammad Farug, Editor of the Fi-
nancial Ex Moazzem Hossain,
The Observer Editor Prof

KMA Munim, Chief Editor of UNB
Enayetullah Khan, Editor of the
Dinkal Sanaullah Noori, Editor of the
Dainik Bangla Ahmed the
Ban h Times FEditor Mahbub
Anam, Aziz Misir of the Banglar Bani,
acting Editor of the Morning Sun
Atiqul Alam, Editor of the New Na-
tion Mohiuddin Alamgir, Executive
Editor of the Inefaq Rahat Khan, Ed-
itor of the Dainik Khabar Mizanur
Rahman Mizan, Editor of the Bangla
Razar Motior Rahman Chowdhury,
Managing Editor of the BSS
Hasanuzzaman Khan, Editor of the Al
Ameen Makbul Hossain, Editor of
the Ingilab AMM Bahauddin and Edi
wr of the Samachar Abul Kashem Ma
ey

During the meeting with Begum
Tia. the Bditors' Council stressed the
need for regular exchange of views
with the Prime Minister for removing
misunderstanding and communica

Hon gap.
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SARAJEVO, July 6 A fierce ank. mortar and artillery battle broke out
lwrsday between besieging “erbs and Muslims defending the UN-pro-

JULY 7, 1995

iected enclave of Srebrenica in castern Bosnia. A1 least five people were
repored wounded in the fighting, which forced hundreds of UN peace.
ket pers and civilians w take shelter. reports AP

Dollar snatching:
Two accused
remanded again

By (ourt Correspondent

T'wo persons, accused of snatch
i o dolkars from a nan retermeng
from Malaysia last week, were taken
on anather days police remand yes-
terday

Jakir and Shahid were brought o
the Chief Mctropolitan Magistrate s
court after a five dav remand.

I'he tvestigation Officer praved
bor another five-dav police remand of

| Zakir and shahid but the coun

gr‘mllt'd'lrﬂr ckry

Meanw hile . at the test identifica
ton parade (TP ). a constable. Bazhul
Gani, was identified as an accom
plice of the two accused.

Baziul (vani was brought o the
conrt promises for the TIP along with
I otders

Housew ife commits
suicide 1n city
Iy Stafl Correspondent

\ housewife reponedly commit-
tied swicide at Mirpur in the city early
vesterday

Fashina. 2% hanged herself with a
scarf from the ceiling fan in her bed-
MuMIL

Her husband. Ashrafuddin
\himed. a contractor, was not in the
howse on that naght. police said.

Mirpur police rushed to the spot
at about Y am and recovered the

body which was sent 1o the Dhaka
Medical Colloge Hospial for aw
By

SC to hear

Fromn P '

headed by the Chief Justice. The four
other members of the bench are:
Justice Mostafa Kamal, Justice
| atifur Rahman, Justice Muhammad
Abdur Rouf and Justice lsmailuddin
sarker.

The four points referred by the
President are; 1) "Can the walkout

and the conseguent period of non-re-
turn by all the opposition parties

taking exception to a remark of a rul-

ing party minister be construed as

‘absent’ from Parliament without

leave of Parliament occurring in

Article 67 (1) (b) of the Constitution

resulting in vacation of their seats in
@ -

2) "Does boycott of the
Parliament by all members of the op-
position parties mean 'absent’ from
Parliament without leave of
ment within the meaning of Article 67
( 1} (b) of the Constitution resulting
in vacating of their seats in
Parfiament?

3) "Whether ninety consecutive
sitting days be computed excluding
or including the period between two

| sessions intervened by prorogation

of the Parliament within the meaning
of Article 67 (1) (b) read with the
definition of 'sessions’ and 'sitting’
defined under Article 152 (1) of the
Constitution?

4) "Whether the Speaker or
Parliament will compute and deter-
mine the period of absence?”

Pﬂuhdfdl\
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froom Fov pi Irviggation Mindster Abdel
Hadh Radh ~and 1osdany

I'he flow of the Nike can reach 70
bllon cubic  metres when the waters
risec in  August and September
whereas Sudan s reservoars Cannot
hold more than seven billion cubic
metres. he wokd al-Gumburiva news
paper.

wudan has threatened w canced all
its treaties with Cairo, including
those on the Nile waters. if Egypt at-
tacks its forces in the disputed bor
der region of Halaib following
Clashes st weeke

Hassan al-Turabi. the spiritual
head of Khartoum s Slamic  adminis
tration, has threatened 0 intervene
m the 1959 accord on division of wa-
ter from the Nile. which mns  through
siclan 1o Fgypt

| ndder the deal. Egypt can use
555 il cubic metres and Sudan
18.5 ballion cubic metres.

Water shortage

From Page |

litres of water a dav was in progress
and was likely 0 be completed by

June 1996, Besides. the proposed
sayedabad Water Treatment Plant
for purifying 45 crore litres of water
fromn the shitalakkhyva river was ex-

pected 1o be completed by 2010, he
added.

Six package programmes were
also taken up under the short-term
plan 10 expand water pipeline and
ensure supply of safe drinking water
and other facilities by 1998, the min-
ister sad.

\bdul Hye denied 40 per cent
system loss in the water supply and
contamination of water supplied by
the WASA as said by some members.
He, however, admitted ‘negligible
sy stem Joss caused by illegal connec:
T HYS.

On an average. 10 water-supply
vichackes of the WASA were now oper:
ating daily. The purchase of another
10 vehicles. planned under the
Emergency Water  Supply and
sewerage System Expansion and
Rehabilitation Project.” was awaiting
approval. he tld the House.

Replying to another guestion on
malpractice, the deputy minister in-
formed Parliament that WASA men
made door-to-door visit to detect il-
legal connections, realised bills with
compensation and disconnected
lines in case of non-payment under
the W ASA Lavy rudes, he said.

K'll'ﬂCh]

Frow I
said in a elephone lml':n iew as gun-
fire raged in the background.

He said water and electricity
supplies had been cut off and that
people had been unable to buy food
hecause all shops had been closed.

Mohammed Igbal, a police offi-
ver. said “at least 200 armed men are
holed up in the area. They have occu
pied 50 houses and are shooting from
the rooftops.’

Many of those on the periphery of
the district left their homes and
streamed into other parts of the city.
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