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More gold for
Bangladesh

Bangbadesh won gold and sibver in
woricn's softhall throw in the Special
Olympics at New Haven, USA
Wednesday. according 1o 2 message
received here yesierday, reports BSS,

Fahmida Hossain won the gold
while Lulu Marjan got the silver in the

Vet

In the badminton (men s) dow
bles. Kazi Ehsan Haque and Shafiqul
Islam Shanto won the bronze while
Rumana Salam bagged the bronze in
the women's single event,

Bangladesh. earlier. won two
golds and one silver in the games.

Tth SAF Games
200 may represent
Bangladesh

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh is likely to be repre-
sented by a 200-strong delegation at
the Seventh SAF Games beginning at
the south Indian city of Madras from
[exember 20.

This was disclosed by the
Raingladesh Olvmpic Association

BiiA) Secretary General Bashir
‘hmed following a mecting of the
BOA Executive Committee on Thurs
day

Ihe break-up of the number of
participants in different events is as
follows: Swimming (men and women)
— 20, Shooting { men and women) —
21, Table Teninis (men and women )} —
B, Boxing — 9. Wrestling — 10,
Weight Lifting — 8, Judo — 8, Tennis
—4, Basketball — 12, Hockey — 20,
Volleyball — 12, Kabaddi —12 and
Football — 20. The number of ath-
bewes has not yet been finalised.

lhere will be two coaches each
for swimming and shooting, whereas
all the other events will have one
coach each.

I'he BOA secretary also disclosed
that the Sports Ministry has sanc-
tioned an amount of Tk 1.5 crore for
preparation and participation of the
Bangladesh delegation. However, the
BOA has made a prayer for enhancing
the grant to Tk. 3.18 crore,

NBL v'ball

results
Sports Reporter

Jiban Bima Krira Sangstha
recorded on easy 3-0 win over Part-
ners Club in the match of the lone
NBL Second Division volleyball
league played at the court adjacent
to the Dhaka Stadinm yesterday.

Jiban Bima won 15-5. 15-3, 15-9.
Meanwhile, the match between de-
fending champions Titas Club and
Dhaka Shabuj of the First Division
Wias ned due o a heavy
downpour. Four other matches were

going on 4l filling this report.
Baggio joins
Milan

MILAN, July : Italy World Cup
star Roberto Baggio said on
Wednesday he had signed a contract
taking him trom Juventus o Italian
beague rivals AC Milan, reports Reuter,

1 realise Juvenius made every ef
lort, as far as their budget and share-
holders allowed. to keep me." he said
after Juventus confirmed his depar-
ture.

But as a professional | must get
the most out of my sporting career.,
'hat is why [ signed a contract with
Milan. a decision | am completehy
satisfied with.

Baggiv. whose future had been
the subyect of feverish speculation in
ltaly since Serie A champions Juven-
fus sought to renew his contract on a
lower salary . saud he hoped the finan-
cial details would be finalised soon

He said he was sad 0 be lcaving
Juvenius after five scasons that had
been crucial 1o his career,

Juventus said in a statement that
Baggic) had told them he had reached
‘an agrecment that would band ham w
Milan for the comang scasons and
wished ham well

( opa America
Brazil take
on Ecuador

KIVERA. | ruguay . july 6: Brazs
arv likehy 1o playv only four of the
easn that won st vear s Workd Cup
when they tace Ecuador here on Fri
dav in the Lopa Amerca rt'pﬂ.rh
\FP

Right back jorginho. centre -back
Aldair and Midficlders Dunga and
Linbw are the onby survevors fross the
Pasadena Rose Bowl penalry win over
faly

Star strikers Romano and Bebeto
did not make themsetves availabie
but veteran coach Marie Lagalo
back in command. believes Edmudo
and Tubio could prove just as effe
e

Baswally. Zagalo goes for the
same side that beat England 41 a0
Wembley in June for the Umbro Cugp.
with the exception of Botafogo
striker Tubio for 18- vear-old Ronaldo,
who plavs for Dutch side PSY Eind-

e

Hughes signs

for Chelsea

LONDON, july b: Wales striker
Mark Hughes finalised his 1.5 million
pounds ( 2. 59 million dollars | mowve
from Manc hester | nited w Chelsea
on Wednesday and said Rumd Geallis.
Cehenin Hoddle and Fric Cantona were
the reasons why he joined the Lon
don Club, reports Rewter

Hughes. 41 signed a three-vear
deal and explained: “"When the Fric
(Caniona ) situation occurred. | felt it
would be a little bit difficalt for Eric
0 come back and play for | nited.
and that s why | agreed o resagn. -

Ill‘i ¥

1995

Riahmuatgany custodian Lahul foils an Abahiim attempt before Jamal (standing left) could
pose any threat during yesterday's Lifebuoy Premier Division encounter between the two
teams at the Dhaka Stadium. Abahani won the match 3-0,

sfter a disappoint-

ing inaugural league

cngagement def-

ending champions
\bahani Krira Chakra
vesterday came out

of the shell w earn a resounding 3-0

win over Rahmatganj Muslim Friends

society in the lone Lifebuoy Premier
Division football league match at the
Dhaka Stadium.

U the resuming day after an un-
sc heduled two-day recess due to un-
playable ground condition caused I:ry
heavy downpour. Abahani, appearing
in the second match under flood-
lights, led the first half by a solitary
poal

Monem Munna, the sky blues de-
fender turned striker, put them into
the kead in the 30th minute with a low

Sports Reporter

missed an casy chance when the long
serving Abahani defender tapped the
ball wide off the mark from close.

In the 23rd minute Munna was
once again deprived of a goal when
the Rahmatganj custodian Lahul

thwarted his blistering shot at the
cost of a corner.

seven minutes later lady luck
smiled upon Munna when he broke
the deadlock rather fortuously as
both Lahul and defender Jaglu failed
to clear his scorching drive.

On the other hand Rahmatganj,
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Abahani come to life

at the hands of the last year's runners-
up.

With this win Abahani collected
full six points from two matches while
Rahmatganij are vet to open their ac-

count on completion of same number
of engagements.

POLICE DRAW

Meanwhile, in the first match of
the day babes Police Athletic Club
recorded their second successive
draw in the Lifebuov First Division
football league when they held
Bangladesh Boys to a goalless draw,

In the lacklustre engagement
Bangladesh Bovs, who were relegated
from the Premder Division last vear,
enjoyed a slight edge over the pro-
motees but failed to win due to poor
marksmanship.

drive from an acute angle that found Thf:f draw left Police with two
e o e L e points from as many outings while

Iiil; ‘[!I:;lumlgam net after hitting a de- Ba b ot wits bl s
It was Munna's second goal in the lIFEB“ uv fered a shocking 1-2 defeat at the

current league. He had earlier struck £ hands of Badda Jagorani, collected

the Llll—illl]!lﬂ‘llll H.lll in his sides lone LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIF 1995 their first poant from rwo matches,

eoal win over Farashgany in the inau " 1

A S ESKATON WIN
After the breather Sergei, the Rus- Away at the Mirpur Stadium Eska-

sian midfielder of the Dhanmondi  who were promoted to the elite  ton Sangha picked up a sensational 3

outfit, doubled the margin in the 60th  group as First Division league cham- 2 win over PWD SC.

minute. Substitute Swapan made it 3+ pions last year, were at the receiving Afier a barren first half all the five

U three minutes from the final whistle  end throughout the 90-minute en- gﬂals were scored in the second ses-

when the diminutive midfielder slot-  counter. SO

ted the ball into an open net after Their misery multiplied when their Dipu, Arif and Shafique netted

kntching on to a Sergei cross from the  captain Nazimuddin got the march-  one goal apiece for the winners while

left. o ing order in the 34th minute aficr re-  + striker Bulbul scored both the goals

mlﬂ%mﬂ?tmhl th'ﬁlﬂiﬁﬁmiﬂli};“‘m'fﬂlﬂhlm for the vasquished.

LT margin eir striker Jamal  innocuous looking foul against Munna

not spoiled two easy sitters during  in the midfield. TODAY'S MATCHES:

the last guarter of the one-sided af- It was for the second successive Muktijadha Sangsad vs Young-

fair, match that jwere reduced  mens Fakirerpool (4.40 pm, Dhaka
Un a heavy outfield Abahani took 10 ten-men. Earlier. their striker  Stadium).

control of the match from the word  Ripon was sent off during the out Victoria SC vs East End Club (5

g0 with Sergei playing the stellar role  fown outfit's opening match againsi pm, Mirpur Stadium ).

in every Abahani attack. Muktijoddha. Rahmatganj also suf- Brothers Union vs KS
But in the fifth minute Munna  fered a thrashing by a similar margin ~ (6.30 pm., Dhaka Stadium ).

Sport

Marsh outruns Christie

LAUSANNE, July 6:
\inenican ¢

Mike Marsh and
Michael Johnson
swept 1o significant
sPrint victories at
the Lawsanne Grand Prix on
Wednesdin just a month before the
start of the Gothenbury World
( Janponshaps. reports Reuter.

Marsh. the 1992 Olympic 200 me-
tres @okd medalbist and current 1S 100
Champion, defeated Olvmpic cham
pont Lindond Chéistie over the 100 in a
wind-assisied 9.9 seconds.

Fhen oo who had o
hreak the 200 metres world record
hwere of conditions were favourable,
beat a ficld of seellar quality in a time
ool 19,96 . also wind-asded.

Marsh » victory was undoubsedly
the more important as he defeated
et only Britain's Christie bt also his
icammate and Olvmpic bronze
medalist Dennis Mitchell plus
( anada s Donovan Bailey. fastest
man 0 the worlkd this vear,

Both Marsh and Mitchell were
swift out of the blocks, with Christie
traging Baiky came through strongly
over the final strides as Christie
bougglat 1o gt back in the race and the
(anadian instially thought he had
WANL

he replay on the stadinm televi-
sion screen showed conclusively
though. that Marsh had won with Bas
by second in 10.02 while Mischell and
Christic filled third and fourth places,
respectivety.

People know me onldy for the 200
bast o they know | Ccan run the 100
well  Marsh said

( hrstie sasd: “Marsh got away |
got left at the blocks but | was
pleased ot least with the way | fin-
ished so strongh

The 200 illustrated the gulf open-
ing berween johnson and the rest of
the workd

Workd champeon Frankie Freder
ks was well beaten in second place
in 20,07 with Christie clocking 20.12
for third place

The other standoul performance
ol the evenung came from jamaican
Merlene Ottey who beft the Ameri-
cans siruggling in her wake as she
powered o victory in both the 100
and 200 metres.

Utiey . assisted by a
wind just under the legal limit,
recorded a vear s best of 10.92 sec:
onds w the 100 then looked equally
awesomxe m the 200 metres.

e 35 year-okd jamaican strode
away over the Closing stages (0 win
the half-lap cvent in 22.07 ahead of
Oh mpy. and American
Lwvesi [orrenoe. Only Tarrence has ran
laster s season.

Ottey competed at the 1980
Moscow Olympics but did not win 2
ticgor tithe witil her 200 trinmph at the
stutigart World Championships two
VEars ago.

On Wednesday's form she will
start favourite for the double at this

vear's World E:ﬂ-inrmhipb in
next

"I'm looking to win the 100 me-

evening, though. belonged o

Marsh, who carries the US team's

hopes of the world title
back from Christic in Sweden.

Marsh, 27, was a regular member

of the US 4x100 metres relay ieam be

[ ] L]
Ivanisevic:

L L
Bionic &
brilliant

LONDON, July b: Goran Ivanise
viK has already lorced Wimbledon of
ficials 10 go back to the drawing
hard as he prepares for a semifinal
duel with Pete Sampras. the only man
0 tame his thunderbolt serve 12
montls ago. reports Rewter.

Uhe tourth seed's 33 aces against
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov on
Wednesday ook his tally for the

championships to 137 in four
i hes, 19 more than he managed in

the same period last year.

Heavier balls were introduced at
this vear's Wimbledon to try 10 show
down the big-serves on grass. but for
v anisevic and friends it appears w
have made no difference a all

I'he Croatian left-hander fired
165 aces last year and a record 206 on
his way 1o the final in 1992 but could
possibly set 2 new high if he can find
a way past or more likely through

om Frday

If the balls are flying slower
through the air. Ivamisevic has not vet
noticed.

Somectimes | dream | can serve
from the service line which would be
even casier.” be grinned. "But thev're
imv dreams. this is realin

1 enjoy it more when | hit 2 lot
of aces and the other guy hits a kot of
double faults. But it's very tough
mentally. vou know. They think its
casy o hit 2 ot of aces.”

Someone asked if he ever wished
his serve was even more powerful ‘1
don 1 need more power ” he growled.
r's enough.

Plan g, w1 fus exghith W umabiedon
ivamisevic could be set for a
smashing finish w the champs
onshiaps for e has convinoed hamsed
that destroving 3 racket brings him
hack.

fore the Barcelona Olympics where he
set a low-altitude 200 metres best in
the semifinals with a time of 19.73
before going on to win the gold
meckal

His 1993 and 1994 seasons were
interrupted by injury but he returned
to finish first in the US Champi-
onships and has been beaten only
once this year.

"I am very pleased.” he said. "l
was just great and it has given me a
lot of confidence going in to
Gothenburg

Marsh's race was waiched in the
press stands by his Santa Monica
Track Club, teammate Leroy Burrell,
who broke the world 100 record here
last year,

"He had a good start and he al
ways has a good finish.” Burrell said.
"1 knew he would win.'

American champion Roger King
dom, the 1984 and 1988 Olympic gold
medalists. won the men's high hurdles
with a typically aggressive perfor-
CIANCE

Kingdom, knocking over as many
barricrs as he cleared. clocked 13.11
seconds. 0,05 of a second ahead of
his fedlow - American Allen Johnson, the
world indoor champion.

Windies 104

for one

BIRMINGHAM. England, July 6:
West Indies were 104 for the Joss of
one wicket at close of play in reply to
England's first innings score of 147 all
out on the first day of the third
cricket Test at Edgbaston today, re

Scoreboard on the opening day
of the third cricket Test between

Inglandmd"ﬁ“ﬁtlndits at Edgbas-

1) Gough ¢ Arthurton b Bishop

P Martin ¢ sub b Walsh

R Mlingworth b Bishop

A Fraser not out

Extras: (1b-4: w-4: nb-10)

Total: (44.2 overs) 1
Fall of wickets: 1-4; 2-9: 3-53; 4-

B4: 5-100; 6-109: 7-124: 8-141; 9-147.

Bowling: 0 M R w
Ambrose 75 1 5 2
Walsh 17.1 4 54 3
Bishop 6.2 0 18 3
K Benjamin 13 4 45 2

De Silva's
double delight

MAIDSTONE, England, July 6: Sri
Lankan Test batsman Aravinda de
Silva became the first player to reach
1,000 runs for the season in the
English county championship on
Wednesday as he hithis second dou-
ble century in successive matches, re
ports Reuter.

De Silva's 243 not out for Kent
against Derbyshire was also the high
est individual championship score of
the season — beating his own 225
scored in the previous match against
Nottinghamshire,

Lie shared a fourth-wicket stand
ot 308 in 80 overs with Graham Cow-
drey, who hit 137, to set a record
partnership for any wicket for Kent
— beating the previous best of 366
by Simon Hinks and Neil Taylor
against Middlesex at Canterbury four
VCars ago.

Kent finished the opening day on
+80 for four from 124 overs,

The 29-vear-old Sri Lankarr,
whaose 200 came in 237 minutes from
227 balls including 34 fours and a six,
produced a superb array of shots
against a Derbyshire attack minus
Domini Cork and Devon Malcolm.

'‘Dream final'
awaits an
acid test

LONDON, July 6: Andre Agassi
was pleased as punch with how he
played. Pete Sampras feels he needs
more punch in his serve, reports
Reuter.

The two heavyweights of men's
tennis another step closer on
Wednesday to the ‘dream final' all
tennis seems to want for this Wim-
bledon o erase the memory of last
vear's final

Sampras beat Goran Ivanisevic in
that match but it left ugly memories
in many minds of how boring serve-
volley tennis can be.

An Agassi-Sampras match up
could be in stark contrast to that.

Each has one more hurdle to clear
1o set up the tithe bout. and right now
Agassi looks in finer fetle than Sam-

pras.

Not only is Agassi playing better
than ever, he feels conditions shightly
cooler than last week help him as well

“It might be a little better for me
with the conditions a bit heavier," he
said. “The guys I'll play will be serving
120 miles an hour or more so the
cooler the weather and the heavier
the balls. the more chance | might get
o ook at it

Sampras, if they both reach the
final will be trying to fire his bullets
but he conceded he needs to serve
better than he did in his 6.7, 6-3, 6-4.
6-2 victory over unseeded Japanese
Shuzo Matsuoka.

Having won the tithe the Last two
vears Sampras sceks a third victorny
this tme.

"W I bose the first two sets on Fri
day I'm not going to give up. I'm go
ing to give it my best. I'm not going
1o lose my tithe easily.”

The Dhrily Star 11

Martinez dethroned

LONDON, July 6
Arantxa Snmhﬂ
Vicario, the Number
I'wo women's seed
stuttered into her
first  Wimbledon
final by defeating last year's
champion and compatriot Conchita
Martinez (-3. 7-6, 0-1 before a full
house on the Centre Court this
afternoon.

LATEST

LONDON, July 6: Top seed Steffi
Graf reached the Wimbledon
women's singles final after
Jana Novotna 5-7, 6-4, 6-2 in thre
semifinals today, reports Reuter,

An ecstatic Sanchez-Vicario, fell

flat on the court in front of her

mother and friends who were in the
guests’ box as Martinez's backhand
was too long for the court, Martinez
opencd devastatingly by losing her
first service game in the first set, She

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

CONCHITA MARTIﬂEz

LONDON, July 6: If
raw courage is what
it will take, Andre
Agassi will find
himself severely
tested when he faces

i\ Luris Becker in the Wimbledon

semitinuls on Friday, reports Reuter.

t:1: the other hand, past perfor-
mance mq;hl be the fac-
tor. If so, Agassi w ill make it nine
successive victories over the German
in i streak which began early in 1990,

Becker showed the guts and de-
termination he will need in his semifi-
nal when he came up against un-
seeded Frenchman Cedric Pioline on
Wednesday, refusing to buckle or
surrender his self-control in the face
of a remarkable comeback.

This Friday marks the 10th an-
niversary of Boris Becker's first
Wimbledon title, one of modern ten-
nis' most memorable landmarks.

A decade is a Jong time in profes-
sional sport, but July 7, 1995 will find
the: boy champion back on the same
court where it all started as a 17-year-
old finalist with 100 much firepower
lor an unsuspecting Kevin Curren.

Becker will never recapture the
treshness which spurred him to that
initial irriumph, yet Wednesday's five-
set victory over Frenchman Cedric
Pioline was further evidence of his

neither served particularly well nor
could force any error from the hyper
active Spaniard who can be called a |
‘Cat on a hot tin roof once she is on

court. As Martinez committed foo
many unforced errors Sanchez-Vicario

Enlhcdﬂﬂwﬁhﬂﬂ'ﬂthl'ﬂl
35 minutes. When Fmaﬂnm

mermlmmnlﬁn:ﬁb*yhﬂ:m
ond, there was no indication what
wis coming, She build up a lead of 5-2
after both players had treated the
crowd with long rallies. Conchita

served to stay in the match and held
i L S ek

ing with her game calling
for medical attention for her right
foot and broke Vicario twice to level

at 5-5 and then held her nm
it 65. Vicario held her serve and this
set was like a 'Spanish civil war’. Con-

chita won in the tie break. But the

third set was a one-sided affair and

statm as one of sports' most extraor-
com
“My desire for tennis hasn't
changed at all ... in fact it's gone more
the other way." admitted Becker, re-
flecting on llfe after six previous
Wimbledon finals,

“There was a time in my early 20s
when 1 wasn't hungry any more, but
that passed a long time ago.

"I was a bit disappointed a year
and a half ago when | did decide to
start a family and get married and the
saying was 'he’s over the wp. He's not
hungry any more’, Its very normal at a
certain time ... you can't pretend to
be a weenager when you get a bit

"If you compare my game 10
vears ago, I'm playing much better in
all areas. Either you improve a little
bit each vear or you go down.”

The other benefit of being a
three-times Wimbledon champion,

aibtiluneuhﬂhzsfaihdmrcxhﬂw.

last four of any other Grand Slam
event since the 1991 French Open, is
that the newspapers have begun to

"What the hell can they say about
me in the papers tomorrow?" asked
Becker. "It's very hard to write a new
story about me. Everything's been
said and done. I mind my own busi-
ness. take care of my wife and sof

Boom Boom vs baselmer

and I'm

As fﬂr w who beat
him in a mzmmmm
going on to take the title, Becker
said: "Hopefully the way I'm going to
beat him is going to the nct. He's the
best baseliner in the world and it
woultl be foolish of me to stay back a
lot.

"I haven't played him in a while.
For a while he read my game very well
and he had all the answers to the
questions | asked him on the court.

"We can only play five sets and
hopefully I'll be able to stay as long as
it takes in there and make the last
shot." :

Agassi, his recent
ority over Becker after losing his first
three encounters with the German, in-
sisted he would be taking nothing for

granted.
"Everybody takes these matches

for granted for me, me. |
don't do it. I just don't”, he said.

"Boris is without question onc of
the best players in the game, Sne of
the most explosive players in the
game, if there's any surface not to
take him for granted on it's going to
be Centre Court here at

"I'm going to have my hands full
out there."

LONDON, July 6
Goran vanisevic is
rcady to make it
third time lucky' at
W imbledon this year
— and his Friday
semifinal  against detending
champon Pete Sampras holds no
fears for the tourth-seeded Croatian,
reports AFP,

T don't think he can play as good
as last vear." said the big-serving
Ivanisevic after overpowering Rus-
sian munber one Yevgeny Kafelnikov
i straight-sets in a Centre Court
shoot-vut on Wednesday.

Ivanisevic, who lost to Sampras in
List vear s final and to Andre Agassi in
the 1992 finals, is convinced he can
avienge both defeats and Lift the most
coveted trophy in the game on Sun-
Jday.

For it he can put out Sampras,
who looked tar below his best against
plucky Japanese Shuzo Matswoka,
the kett-handed Ivanisevic would face
cither workd number-one Agassi or
three timwes champion Boris Becker -
and Agassi holds a commanding 8-3
advantage in the head-to-heads nith
the Crermmun

“Plaving Pete in the semifinals is

e

better than playing him in the final,
It's kess pressure for me and 1 think |
can play bewer tham last vear,” said
Ivanisevin.

Hic has made it clear he doesn't

Trattic Jensen's

CXCUSE

LONDON, July 6: The mystery
disappearance of American doubles
star Murphy Jensen has been blamed
on London's traffic, reports AFP.

Jensen, who was defaulted from
the mixed doubles when he failed to
show up for a scheduled second-
round match along side Brenda
Schultz-McCarthy of the Netherlands,
sparked a police manhunt when he
disappeared for nearly 24 hours.

His anxious mother and family,
who confirmed ht had contacted
them Tuesday morning, have said his
thmﬁedbfmubn'ﬂﬂf
fic.

Jensen is said to have heard that
he had been defanlted on the radio
and had decided to go off into the

country to 'relax.

Battle of ace-masters

sp ERTER B Eer ey 'IJ'IL
care how boring puph“ﬂ-
serve-and-volley tennis - justso
as he wins,

‘I'm not here to entertain, I'm
here to win." he says.

The 23-year-old Croatian, who
was out of tennis with a knee
for two months earlier this year, is
playing the 27th Grand Slam event of
his career,

He undoubtedly breathed a huge
sigh of relief with his string of victo-
ries over the past 11 days,

Sampras has not shone as brightly
this year as he did when he won a year
ago, whereas Ivanisevic has been
devastating, particularly with his big
serve which has produced 137 aces,

That is 19 more than at the same
stage last vear - with softer balls in-
tended 10 slow the men's game down
atier the disenchantment with last
vear's big serving final

vampras feels he needs to serve
heticr than he did in dis of

Japanese upstart Shuzo Matsuoka 6-
7. 0-3. 04, 6-2 on Wi :
the last week

My servet

and 4 half hasn't been that great, and
thacs my hmtslu.lmdmguhm
ﬂﬂtlﬂgrwvt he said.

From Our Sports Correspondent

LONDON, July 6: Boris Becker
seeded number three brought up the
rear of the procession late in the
cveming defeating the unseeded
Frenchman Cedric Ploline 6-3, 6-1, 6
67 9" in a gruelling four-hour
drama a Court Mo, 1,

Becker joined three other top

e . ——a
Frenchiman St phane Lhagana K rosses the line to win the 400 metres hurdles at the
IAAF track and field meeting n lLausanne, Switzerland on July 5 Diagana set a new
Eurvpedan record clocking 47 38 seconds — AFP/UNB photo

seeds. Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras
and Goran vanisevic, seeded number
four who have all reached the semifi
nal rownd. In the history of the cham:
pionships only twice before the Seed
ing Committee had such success of

» watching their judgement come true

since seeding was first introduced 68
VEArs ago.

In 1927 Rene Lacoste, Bill Tilden.
Jean Borotra and Henry Chochet all
reached the semifinal round and in
1993, in the Open Era, Pete Sampras,
sicfan Edbery, Jim Courier and Boris
Becker reached the semifinal

But in the ladies' semifinal round
has been reached by the top four
sceds for the first time in the history
of the Championships. Steffi Graf,
\rantxa Sanches-Vicario, Conchita
Martinez and Jana Novoina in that
onder.

The Ladies semifinal matches will
be plaved today at Centre and Court
Number One.

Becker kept his fans on the edge
of their seats as he drifted away los-
ing a kead of two sets which he won at
will Bt the thin Frenchman with gen-
CTUAIS ot from the e
vital imself and ook two ue-
break sets from the former cham-
pion. But Becker was no stranger al
Wimbledon. He been playing on
these grounds for the last 1] years and
it was his 10th 1al. He has
won 43 tithes, more than any active
plaver except immy Connors, an
other former Wimbledon ¢ .
\fter the match the three-time
lormer champion calmly said," Fvery
year | have a match like that. Last
vear it was round before and | was

out there for five howurs.”

But | think it was his wife Bar
bara. who covered her face by her
hands and at times with a towel, had

a more agonizing time than her
champion husband.

Becker will be playing Agassi on
Friday in the semifinal and who
knows what the prowling German lion
will do.

Meanwhile, according to British
press reports the Becker-Pioline
match has made two of Britain's bet-
ting houses poorer. According to re-
ports bets of £ 1000 and £ 10,000
were placed on Pioline in addition to
a.413,000 punt on Tuesday. William
Hills stood o lose £250,000 in Britain
alone and Ladbrokes were facing
losses of £100,000,

Said Becker, "l didn't know
about the bet. But | don't know
whether the people involved know
anvthing about tennis. | think [ was

0 win."

Men's semis will be played womor

row afternoon.

Bartova soars
to new helghts

OSTRAVA. Czech Republic, July
Danicla Bartova of the Czech Itp‘-
lic broke her own world pole vault
record when she cleared 4.15 metres
at the Caech {ﬂlkﬁ:!(.lw
on Wednesday, reports Reuter

It beat the previous mark of 4.14
shie set at an intermational meeting in
Gaweshead, England, last Sunday.

Evolution of the women's
vault workd record (tabulated under
height, name. nationality, date »-
1.08 metressun Calyun (China) 16.5.98
.10 Dandela Bartova 21.59%
(Caech Republic)

Bartova
Bartova
Bartova
Bartova

18.6.95
24.6.95
.7.9%
5.7.95

4.12
414
+.14
+.15



