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small scale infrastructure develop

ment that inchudes installation and
proper designing of traffic signals
and other things. Traffic management
inchudes parking control. traffic law
enforcement, management and con-

trol of rickshaw traffic and the im-

provement of the public transport
system. Improvement of the city's
bus transport system in conjunction
with the management of rickshaw
traffic can bring a significant im-
provement in the city's transporta-
ton systgm. All of these can be done
at a cost much less than those pro-
found 'hi-fi' fly- overs. This is not to
sugpest that fly-overs will not be nec-
essary in a few Jocations. But they are
certainly not the priority of the day.
In conclusion, to save Or any
other city, | would stress only one
point. Let rationality determine our
actions.

MAHFUZ ANAM: May I now in-
vite Mr. Humayun Khaden. ¢ hairman
of RAJUK, to speak?

MR. KHADEM: First. | will give a
brief outline of my organisation.
Then, | will explain our future plans
and s. RAJUK is a corpo-
rate body. This body is responsible
for overall planning, development and
development control of Dhaka. The
present jurisdiction of the authority
covers an area of 590 sq. miles, or
1528 sq. km. RAJUK was previously
Dhaka Improvement Trust, estab-
lished in 1956. At that time the juris-
diction was 320 sq. miles. n 1959 the
first master plan of Dhaka, the
provincial capital at the time, was
prepared. Due to financial con-
straints of the government, of DIT,
and afterwards of RAJUK, the master
plan could not be reviewed. But a
master is a continuous process.
It was supposed to be reviewed after
five years. But this could not be
done,

RAJUK has a plan to con-
struct a 2--storied building in
Motijheel Commercial Area,
the RAJUK Institute of Re-
planners, architects and engi-
neers will be appointed and

will be engaged with this mas-
~ ter plan. For this reason we
have already acquired land in
Motijheel. We have allocated
about six bighas of land for
the construction of the build-
ing. In the meantime, we are
renovating our RAJUK Bhaban.

ﬂ

Afier that, under the auspices of
UNDP, UNHCS Habitat, the prepara-
tion of a master plan has started
(with effect) from June 1993. We be-
lieve that by December of this year,
the UNDP and UNHCS experts will
submit their report to the authorities.
Then after meeting all the legal re-
quirements, all the formalities as re-
quired under the provision of the
town improvement act, will be ap-
proved by our government. Then,
Dhaka will have a new look

RAJUK has a plan w0 construct a 2-
-storied building in Motijheel Com
mercial Area, the RAJUK Institute of
Research and Planning, Then our plan-
ners, architects and engineers will be
appointed and will be engaged with
this master plan. For this reason we
have already acquired land in Moti-
jheel. We have allocated about six
bighas of land for the construction of
the building. In the meantime. we are
renovating our RAJUK Bhaban

RAJUK has also taken up 2 pigan-
tic scheme in the Yusufiganj area. This
will be the biggest township in the
Asian . About 6150 acres of
Imdw!.llhtdﬂchp-cdﬂtrt The
three Deputy Commissioners of
Dhaka Narayanganj and Gazipur
have already served notices to the
awardees and hopefully by the end of
this year we will get possession of this
land. This is a self financing scheme

of .
‘%:thmrpn#ﬂhjtht
side of DND. This s known as the
jhim area. About 1000 acres of
land will be developed there for resi-
dential purposes. This is now under
the active consideration of the Gov
SHOIL
There is another wownship w
come up by the name of Jhilmil by the
side of the Dhaka Mawa Road. on
the other side of the Friendship
Bridge. IMED has already assessed it
and are sending it w0 ECNEC for final
Then. we have a plan w de
Wmuwmjhmﬂﬂnl
purposcs. one al savar and one al
Kachpur Bridge area. These are 2t the
planning stage. W ¢ have a plan w de-
mmmhcmd
multi-storied bui , one af
Tikatub and the other at
I'I‘l!-wilhtunhndn!mndhthtl!&
government. We have already taken
up the nutier with them
W e also plan w develop as many
as ten major roads in the city 1 case
raffic RAJUK will widen
and mm:‘hm
in the city of Dhaka and !
It has another scheme 0 case the
traffic road junctions by the side of
Gulistan. We have already made an
expenditure o the tune of Tk 30 lacs

in this regard

RAJUK is responsible for plan-
ning, and dev mmrul. We
have a plan for CTOSSINgs.

We plan to :Iﬂ'tlup fly-overs,
multi-storied car parking, We have al
ready applied w the government for
land in the Mohakhali area. If we get
this, we plan 10 construct multi- sto-

W e have talked about the shelter
hess. RAJUK has talken up the proposal
0 construct as many as 55,000 houses
in such a project. We are also devel
tel. Then we plan w develop 6000

acres of land within Purbachal. The
kand will be revlaimed. We will build a
modern hospital, university, and a
vollege. We have already prepared a
plan for that and we will soon ap

proach the government about acguir-

ing the land. We will develop indus-

tries by the side of Narsinghdi road
and Sonargaon area. We have taken
up ten projects in Malibagh crossing
for tree plantation. A project for the
development and maintenance of
historical relics has been taken up as
well

MAHFUZ ANAM: May | now re-
quest Prof. Nazrul Iskam?

PROF. NAZRUL ISLAM: It is really
difficult to say something on a vast
topic like this within three minutes.
My assigned topic is Planning for the
Future. Let me change this to the
Planning Process for the Future of
[haka. Looking at the list of today's
programme, I notice that we have
obviously missed something impor-
tant. We have missed the children.
We have a topic on women but again,
we have missed the majority, the
poor. We have talked about real es-
tate which caters to the need of the
rich. Some people have touched on
the housing for the poor, but there
should have been a specific topic on
the poor.

W ¢ are here to talk about Save
Dhaka. I think we represent less than
one per cent of Dhaka's population,
the top elite, professionals and
others. We have some representatives
of the poor. Mayor Hanif was one.
He was elected by most of the poor,
not all of the poor because many of
the poor were not even voters at that
time. That was another point men-
tonvd oy of the poor in this
City it even be voters, Dr. Kazi
| aruk and Dr. Humaira Islam who
represent two NGOs may partly rep-
resent the poor. So this is what [ see
is missing. Whaose perspectives are we
presenting in this dialogue? That is
our problem. When we talk about
Dhaka, we talk about the Dhaka of
the rich elites. This is reflected in our
nuister plans.

It we take Workd Bank's stan-
dards, 80 per cent of our population
is poor. It we take BBS or even BIDS
standards. 50 per cent of the city's
population is poor. Most of them live
it slums. [ don't think we can repre.
seiil them very well

Our planning for today and the
tuture is being done by RAJUK. They
have been working on a plan for the
Last tour vears, I it takes tive vears
(o draw up a plan. many more prob-
lems arise in the meantime. As much
as | have seen of the structure plan,
there will be very little scope for the
postir in‘the city! (f you plan for the
pour, they stay. If yvou plan for the
rich. they have no place. Dr. Shahidul
unin can svipathise but he cannot

do anything because there is no space

allocated w the poor in the urban
plan. It is only for the middle class
and the rich people mosty. 1 don't
sotnny problem acconumodating the
haw kers in Dhaka, 1 don't see any
problem in accommodating the poor.
I they can be accommodated in
Bangladesh they com be awcommo
ckated i Pk

_______

Piol Nazsrul Islam

We are here to talk about
Save Dhaka. | think we repre
sent less than one per cent of
Dhaka's population, the top
elite, professionals and others.
We have some representatives
of the poor. Mayvor Hanif was
one, He was clected by most
of the poor, not all of the poor
because¢ many of the poor
were not even volers at that
time. That was another point
mentioned - many of the poor
in this cty cannot even b
voters. Dr. Kazi Faruk and Dr.
Humaira Islam who represent
two NGOs may partly repre-
sent the poor. So this is what |
see is missing Whose perspecc
tves are we presenting in Uhas
dialogue’ That is our problem.
When we talk about Dhaka,
we talk about the Dhaka ol
the rich elites. This is reflected
in our mastcr plans.

Mot the planouny prxcss Who
miakes the plans owd how b 1999 a
Hestish company nrade the plam tor
Dbk, b 1980 gwher Briossh o
Pty Was v iked Lo make 4 plan bor
Mk We spent s much money b
dad e dpprove 1 did not do any
thang abowt i In 190 another British
cosnpan had conx 0 make the plan
This time: they had some local part
mers. They were all prolessionals
W heer are the prople i this pian? Ab
wiliseh nowhere | don't see anvhody
v odved an e master plan presenl
T anong thes reoup o prodesseon
als Uy aboant e planner™s and ar
the KAJL A

{ el ts are sooeived 1n

master pln. There are the lastitute of
vrehitecots, Institute of Planners, In-
stitute of Geography, Institute of
I conomics and so on. But they are

not involved. The people's represen-
tatives are not involved. The people
are ot involved. They will be involy-

iy the people when they implement
the process of kind readjustment, but
not i the planmng process. So this s
our state of planning. It is totally

wrong. But this has not even been

discussed. | think Mr, Tanvir Nawaz.

an architect, is planning with the
World Bank. almost at the ultimate

staze, 1o bring a dialogue. This will be
useless. They will not be able o
change very much. the money will be
exhausted. There will be nobody to

revise the plan. The advisors will be

vone. It will be of little use.

[ know of a plan UNICEF is mak-
ine for 14, 1t is called the Urban
Basic senvices Delivery Programme,
Eight million dollars will be given to
four city corporations to implement
that plan. I was invited to help them
write the plan. | was given only two
weeks and 1000 dollars to do the
whole thing whereas the Dhaka plan is
costing 16 crores in the preparation.
So 1 had two weeks to make some
kind of suggestion. It was a commu-
nity and authority partnership. Not
only the community, the civil society
comes in too. Professionals will be
involved, the government will be in-
volved, NGOs will be involved and
private developers will be involved.
That is a different kind of planning
approach. Let us see if they can go
ahead with this.,

So before 1 end, | appeal to the
authorities to remember that 80 per
cent of the people in Dhaka City are
poor. If you have a plan, plan for
them. not for the rich. That is our
biggest mistake, Plan housing for the
poor. the squatters and the vendors.

Keoently. | saw a plan of action
for Cakcutta, for the urban child. This
i~ w hat we have also recommended
forr | Mhcakia Cary Cu as a
g option. They have used the
peuple, the poor, the children to de-
sign their comumunity. The Planning
( ommission. our State Minister Dr
Moin Khan, is trving to do something
like that, introducing planning from
the bottom up. We hawe to do this,
not from the RAJUK building, not
from my centre, not from BUET, but
e o the people. plan with them

e exercise was run by Dr.
avvuin and myself. What 1 did in
( hittagong. BUET did in Dhaka We
wore told to run six seminars md
workshops in the master plan
of Dhaka and Chirtagong. We did
with two projects and were then told
that the money had been exhausted
and so the exercise would no longer
he carried out. So this is where we
stasd.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Prof. Nazrul Is-
lam has certainly pricked our con-
sciences and focused on a priority
arva. He has pointed out our mis-
Lakes. We heep on ignoring the poor,
May | oo call upan Mr. Shahidul
i ) talk on population and urban
uhoy Chopanent?

SHAHIDUL AMIN: In 19840, a
sty uf Harvard University Popula-
tion Centre suggested that even if
there is a drastic decline in the fertil
ity rate. the number of urban resi
dents in Bangladesh would increase
tenfold by the vear 2003 This is
egunvalent w adding 29 cities the
siee of Dhaka over the next 24 vears.
Mus one finding is enough 0 depict
the depth of the problem.

Ihe annual population growth
ratc i Dhaka during 1974-81 was
1078 and the population was found
b e i reasuag by 300,000 per year.
U]~ Ports of the lﬂm arca, the
de nsaly s exiremely high. Some of
the areas of Sutrapur or Kotwali ac-
Costsnodates o density of 200 000 or
VU0 per sy. mile. | resnember,
when ths was disclosed in 2 seminar
of the Asqatxc Society in 1991, The
Daily Star published an editorial on it
suggae-sting thes indormation could be
ertered into the Guinness Book of
% orkd Revords,

e all know the conseguences of
on e rowding in the city. WASA is of
lering a daily supply of 13 crore gal
kans of waser which is actually half of
the nevd

Ihe shum population is abowut
Hou 00 s cording w studies done in

"% This s supposed w0 have in
reased v 1§ mullion at least. As
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Prof. Nazrul Islam stated, 80 per cent
of the urban population are to be
considered as

If I really want to define the
problem more precisely, it is with this
city's shape. Except in the south
where the Buriganga flows, the geo-
graphical position of Dhaka is such
that it is surrounded by low-lying
kands in an i manner in almost
all directions. The Turag flowing at
the West and the Balu at the East
produces a large amount of
flox wl- prone low-lying areas. And the
growth of the city is thereby re-
stricted to these limits. In 1981, the
Dhaka Metropolitan Urban Develop-
ment Project re reviewed that

Bangladesh typical
compared with other large develop-
ing countries in that, its prime city
Dhaka has not been able to grow to
the dominant size that some of the
capital cities of the region have. This
particular issue is a very serious one. A
city must grow with its population
growth. For example, if you consider
the case of Calcutta, it is one of the
most densely populated city of this
region and it is still growing. It has
built underground communication
and bridges over the Hoogli river at
strategic points. We built a bridge
over Buriganga long ago but at the
wrong location. It has not helped the
thousands of commuters living in Jin-
jira or Kamrangir Char at all. Most of
the commuters prefer crossing the
river in 8mall passenger boats. The
over- spilled population in the areas
of Badamtali, Sawari Ghat and Mit-
ford, are the worst sufferers of the
physical constraints of their areas.
The population is growing but the
city is not. It has reached its satura-
tion point. It is virtually on the point
of collapsing,

. The annual population
growth rate in Dhaka during
1974-81 was 10.78 and the
population was found to be
increasing by 300,000 per year.
In some parts of the old city
area, the density is extremely
high. Some of the areas of Su-
trapur or Kotwali accommo-
dates a density of 200,000 or
340,000 per sq. mile. | remem-
ber, when this was disclosed in
a seminar of the Asiatic Soci-
ety in 1991, The Daily Star
published an editorial on it,
suggesting this information
could be entered into the
Guinness Book of World
Records. The slum population
is about 900,000 according to
studies done in 1988. This is
supposed to have increased
by 1.5 million at least. As Prof.
Nazrul Islam stated, 80 per
cent of the urban population
are 10 be considered as poor.

The problem is also related to
statistical discrepancies. The statis-
tical area is abowt 1120
. km. The Dhaka Metropolitan area
is 415 sq. km. The metropolitan area
was introduced for census purposes.
The DMA was introduced for admin-
istrative . But what is the
actual area of the city? If you look at
any city map, it is certainly not more
that 90 or 100 sq. miles. You have to
exchude the station areas. For
example, G Police Station area
is 32 sq. miles but we all know Guishan
is only four sq. miles. Police Station
arcas, RAJUK areas or SMA, DMA. all
these are administrative areas. So
their jurisdiction is different. So we
have w consider actual built-up areas
of the city where millions of people
are staying. This area is very small
According to latest reports, we have
about four million staying in 80 sq.
km. It is producing an average den-
sity of 50,000 per sq. mile.
Mhuu-ﬂ:l:.;;-:f:hrwﬂin
the developing workd.

The scarcity of land is forcing owt
the lower or middle income groups
from the ing activities. It is also
true that we are yet 0 undertake any
action programme 10 recover the
enormous amount of unutilised land
occupled by the government, semi-
governmetit and publik auonomous

agencies. Already it was mentioned
by Prof. Muntasir Mamun, and |
would like to tepeat this, that about
550 acres of land lies abandoned by
the old airport. This is 550 acres of
flood-free land. Similar flood-free
land is also occupied by para military
agencies like BDR. This is about 800
acres. If we talk about the canton-
ment as well, that is 3500 acres of
land. It may be more than that, per-
haps 5000 acres. It was a mistake of
the planners when they were formuilat-
ing the master plan in 1958. The RA-
JUK Chairman referred to 6500 acres
of land in Yusufganj. If we do not
consider relocating the para- militan
agencies like BDR, can we really af-

ford to accept that, even in a grave
situation like we are facing?

I would like to mention land
reclamation in the peripheral areas.
That is an alternative we can offer
possibly. But it is very cost involving
because the height of land fill
should be at least three metres. But
there must be some innovative ap-

proaches which probably the re-

searchers and academicians are
working on. There may be options re-
lated to cross subsidy mechanism, in-
volving commercial activities as well
as the urban poor getting benefit of
the same amount of recovered land in
the suburbs or peripheral areas,

MAHFUZ ANAM: We now invite
Mr. Tanvir Newaz to talk about the
challenges of governance in the urban
ANCas.

TANVIR NEWAZ: I have been

sceing the changes in Dhaka over the

years and began talking about it ten
to twelve years ago. | had discussions

with the of Planning at
that time and tried to encourage
some debate on the future of Dhaka.
About four years ago | wrote a very
dep article on Dhaka. Pub-
lished in The Dailly Star, it was called
Dhaka in the Year 2000 and Beyond -
Future Urban, Black Hole or Mega
Ciy?

More than the current state of
affairs, what concerns me is the fu-
ture of Dhaka, 15 to 20 years from
now. Are we going to live like rats or
will we live like decent human beings?

Prof. Nazrul Islam has put a figure
on a very sensitive issue, the urban
poor. We are growing in a range of
300,000 to 350,000. Much of this
growth is coming from the rural areas,
What are we going to do about them
hthl:ﬁ.hl't

Tanvir Newuay

After a long absence. Dhak. is
proparing a new master plan. it has
been going on for the last three or
four years and is nearing completion.
If you look at the plan, there is hardly
anry mention of the poor urban sec.
tor.

We have a shortage of utilities.
The shams are ing. Currently | am
told that it is in the range of 1.5 mil
lion and by the year 2015. there will be
five million people living in the shums.
That is the maximum growth area, yet
we have no plan for that area. We talk
about the futare of the city. We talk
abowt building a stadium here. a RA
JUK centre there, but we hardly touch
the magor area of the plan.

About the e issue. We
can all the fancy plans we
like, but unless we know how to im
plement those plans. these have very
listle relevance. We have not sorted

out how we are to run the city
Inter coordination. privatisa-
tion of implementation, all these

must be looked into. | asked a gov
ernment official a few days ago
abowt Mayor Hanif's lack of power
The official said that Hanif had all
the power, all he had 10 do was exer
cise it. My suggestion at this point is
o work on not only on the plans bu
also on how 10 run the city

| find what vou are doing is land-
able because it raises ConsCiousness

among us. The public debate should
continue about how we arc going to
run the city.We must have a

urban ent plan. We must
have an urban coalition group com-
prised of the urban poor, the profes-
and such. We can
make Dhaka's plan more responsive,
more more accountable
to the people. The current plan is to-

tally unresponsive. You can hardly get
anybody to talk about anything. This
has to change. The planning process
has to come in such a way that the au-
thorities must respond to the peo-

ple's nﬂand#u
MAHFUZ ANAM: May I now re-

yuest Mr. Abdul Memen, President of
REHAB, t0 address the roundtable.
ABDUL MOMEN: First I would
like to identify the cause of
over-population in Dhaka. Secondly,
Lheproblensﬂl’rﬂlmdﬂchp
ment in Bangladesh.
ﬂmwmhkupwbhm
Dhaka is simply the migration of
from the rural to urban ar-
eas. Why? Because of employment
opportunity. If thanas, upazilas were
developed as a unit and offered op-
portunities of employment, there
would have been much less
of population from rural to
Cas.
Now to focus on the problem of
real estate. This sector has a
for large scale emplbyment, becanse
it is connected with various profes-
sions and various groups of
o e gt g
tunately, this sector has not been

given adequate attention.

What has not developed in
our country is house mortgage
banks. In India the govern-
ment has developed an apex
body known as the National
Housing Bank which finances
the housing companies to lend
out loans on long term basis at
a very limited rate of interest.
There are about 21 such hous-
ing companies in India. The
need in our country is much
more, Very few of us, even the
highest government officials
after serving 25 to 30 years,
will be able to buy a flat for 15
to 20 lac taka. They do not
have that saving unless they
have another source of in-
come. So the government
should come forward. Through
and others, it has been seen
that they are willing to fund,
but through the government.
Then there can be housing
banks to finance the poor
prospective buyers who will
pay back over a long period of
time.

Nowadays you will find a mush-
room growth of developers. one of
the formal sector and one of the in-
formal sector. Because of land short:
age, even a ufhndhlﬂlun
mondi will me 3
develop that piece of ﬂ
SOME MONeY. Hﬂlrpmlzi:mi
land price has shot up beyond all ex-
pectations. The governments of dif-
ferent countries around us distribute
a certain of land duly de
veloped with infrastructure for hous-
ing. That was there in the 1950s,
1960s, in the 70s too. But it was not
regular and was very limited. It might
sound selfish, but the fact is that we
will have to put a stop to horizontal
deve . We have to grow verti
cally. man o land ratio is acute in
Bangladesh. We have very litthe
for reclamation of land. If that be
case, we have to put the existing land
to the best and judicious use.

In building upwards, we also find
problems. If you go beyond a certain

stage, the cost is 30 per cent more.
Who is going to pay for that? In
Bangladesh m{rs purchasing
powet is very Truly speaking,
we the developers, are not catering

for the largest group of people in
Bangladesh. We cater to the top

people who have ready money to
purchase our units. But | feel if the

Urban Poor are Not the Prob lem, hey the Solution

government acts as facilitator and  have been able to put pressure and
gives certain incentives, some ar-  the poor are now being registered as
can be made. voters. We are monitoring it and we
Ihinhuldﬂntiﬂpercuuui find it is happening. There are some
the land would be to the private  stray cases and we will take these up
sector. | more be with the relevant authorities, but it is
with limitations that no unit will be

less than four floors. Secondly, to
offset the purchasing power, the
government will luve to give loans at
viry reduced interest rates on a long
lerm basis. We now have only the
Hous¢ Building Finance Corporation,
giving loans.

What has not developed in our
country is house mortgage banks. In
India the government has developed
an apex body known as the National
Housing Bank which finances the
housing companies to lend out loans
on long term basis at a very limited
rate of interest. There are about 21
such tm.miq;mmpmﬁs in India. The
need in our country is much more,
vtryfewufm,emiﬂxlﬂlmw
ernment officials after serving 25 to
ﬂyi:arﬁ,wﬂlbeahlcmlmyaﬂmfnr
15 to 20 lac taka. They do not have
that saving unless they have another
source of income, So the
should come forward. infor-
mal discussions with ADB and others,
it has been seen that they are willing
to fund, but through the government.
Then there can be housing banks te
finance the poor prospective buyers
who will pay back over a long period
of time.

Furthermore, the rules must be
amended. These must be rendered

suitable for the situation. Fa-
vilities like , water, electric-
ity et shmldht under one
controlling authority, as Mayor Hanif
pointed out.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Dr. Farook
Ahmed of Proshika, which address
the issue from the NGO perspective.

DR. FAROOK AHMEID: As Dr.
Nazrul said, I might be the second
best proxy for the poor. 1 accept that
but 1 do not know how well 1 will be
able o represent them.

some feel that the poor of the

city are the problem. So when we say

SAVE Dhaka, do we mean save Dhaka

from the poor? | hope not, but the
existing policies and plans do really
say that. Exclude the poor, that is the
norm. All planning is designed care-
fully to exclude the poor. If you con-
sider housing, the kand is only given to
the elite, to the middle class. There is
o scheme for the poor. Although the
documents say there is to be a forma-
tion of a land bank, nothing Df that
has happened.

Anyway, we the NGOs, are work-
ing for the urban poor. We find that
the poor are part of the solution, they
are not the problem. The norm is to
take the poor, the slum dwellers, as
the tloating population. But our re-
search and werk with them show they
are not floating. They, mpve away
tromy a slum or settlement when they
are evicted. They do net leave that
place before eviction because they
set up a network of survival strate-
gies. However insignificant it is to us,
these are of great importance to
them. So they don't want to move
away unbess evicted.

Kazi Farugue

Some feel that the poor of
the city are the problem. So
when we say SAVE Dhaka, do
we mean save Dhaka from the

poor? I hope not, but the ex-
isting policies and plans do
really say that. Exclude the
poor, that is the norm. All
planning is designed carefully
to exclude the poor. If you
consider housing, the land is
only given to the elite, to the
middle class. There is no

scheme for the poor. Although
the documents say there is to
be a formation of a land bank,

nothing of that has happened.

We find that they are good
savers. They save at a higher rate than
the rural poor. But the problem is that
banks are reluctant 1w keep their de-
posits. In fact, Proshika had to
threaten the banks we would with-
draw our deposits if they didn't keep
the savings of the poor. That worked
with some banks but with others it
didn't. They sav they can't handle
vuch simall savingy. So the poor want
to save but their savings will not be
taken,

Again, when it comes 0 income
generation, they excel here oo with a
listle training, given some ideas.

.. 0 we come again and again 1o
the problem of eviction. The eviction
is done in violation of all human
rights. We have put cases in the High
Courts, but the high courts have said
that the squatters have no rights
there. Yet a document of the gov-
ernment says that an alternative ar-
rangement has w be made for slum
dwellers before they can be evicted.
But this is never done.

The poor, until recently, did not
have voting rights because they were
vxciuded from being voters. But for-
tunately this time; perhaps because
of the lobbying and the formation of
an urban coalition among NGOs, we

much better than before. Therefore,
there are hopes for putting pressure
through the ballot for alleviation of
Then we are trying to bring civic
amenities to the , gas, electric-
ity, water, bﬁmﬂﬁmmm
tant to pay for these services.
arfautually paying twice or thrice
more through the mediation of the
mastans. They are ready to pay for
their legal rights like anyone of us, So
we have succeeded with great effort
to bring some of these civic ameni-
ties into the shums. But unfortunately,

- whenever we have succeeded to bring

these amenitics, a few months later
these settlements have been demol-
ished. So in no way can we get away
from this eviction It is the
core of the problem for the poor city
dwellers.

lwasmngmywindt
NGOs and the government about
perception that the poor are thc
problem, 1 asked, suppose we re-
moved all the poor from the city, will
we survive? How are we going to get
our domestic help? How will we get
the workers for the vibrant garment
sector? Where are we going to get the
construction workers to build our
houses? Where are we going to get our
rickshaw pullers, our transport work-
ers? If these people vanish for us, how
are we going to survive? They are very
much needed for the economy, for
the productive life of the city. Don't
treat them as scum. The best
would be to give them their human
rights. That way all of us will be able
to have a better life and a safe life in
Dhaka,

MAHFUZ ANAM: Now we have
Mr. Pierre Landell Mills, the Resident
Representative of World Bank. The
World Bank and ADB have been in-

volved in urban planning for a long
time in Bangladesh.

Pierre Landell Mills: 1 am very re-
luctant to speak on this matter as an
outsider because this is very nmach an
affair for people of this country. But
as a resident of Dhaka and as a con-
cerned development partner, 1 do
feel that 1 would like to say some

things.

Picrre Lindel-Mills

You can't locate anyone
who is responsible for the
overall development of
Dhaka. Now it may be diffi-

cult politically to have a single
person who is the overseer of
Dhaka, but certainly there is a
mechanism to bring the con-
cerned agencies together to
talk to each other and to agree
with each other on what needs
to be done. It is urgently
needed so that the develop-
ment partners who are willing
to put money in can also talk

to such an organisation.

One thing evident to all of us is
that Dhaka is a city in terrible crisis. A
capital city that is in crisis means a
country that is in crisis, a nation in
crisis, because the capital is the heart
of the nation, the heart of the gov-
ernment, the centre of commerce. It
is the place where trade is done. We
have to be very concerned if the cap-
ital city is in crisis. We can see that
Dhaka is heading the way of
Bangkok. In only a few years we have
seen the growth of congestion, of
pollution. If something isn't done,
the city will almost certainly grind to
a halt. Bangladesh is the mostly
densely populated country in the
world and is growing at two per cent
still, despitfﬂmmmnfthepm
lation programme. This mean
we are going to have, as we heard just
now, many very large cities. That is
not a bad thing. That is a ﬂlu
because cities are more
mnﬂm[ﬁmmwlnrpmﬁ
tion is most successfully undertaken.
Without efficient cities there will be
no chance for Bangladesh to achieve
its aspired development.

Often cities are looked upon
negatively. That idea has to be dis-
missed. The challenge before all of us
is to create cities that work. [ would
like to make just three suggestions
today.

We have heard about the prob-
lem of the master the Dhaka
structure plan, the fact that it has

been under now for sev-
eral years and very few were
involved in it. We were by Prof.

Islam that is is 1o late. I don't think
it is too late. What | would propose is
that we organise a series of work-
shops where the most concerned

people get together, look at the plan
together, critigue it, analyse it, try 0
get it revised in a way that we think it
should be so that we end up with a
plan that makes sense, where there is
ownership of all the key actors and
stake holders including the poor.
That means that they must be part of

( ontinued on page 8



