g The nlilg Str

SAVE DHAKA

DHAKA

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1995

Urban Life Becoming Increasingly Insecure

Continued trom page §
MAHFUZ ANAM: There is a very
strong feeling among journalists that
:ﬂﬂ‘ﬁm position as a polit-

opposition, to always blame the
and use it as a pretext

not to do anything yourself. Would

like to answer this guestion?

are certain powers that the

has himself. Are you using
these to the full?

HANIF: You have given me an-
other chance to speak my mind. |
never have the attitude to attack the

in my talks. | have never
mﬂ,mhmmuﬂ
willl not do so in the future. But if the

mfﬂfﬁmﬁmm

mosquito eradication is
not given to me by the government,
will I not say Will 1 remain
silent despite the fact that it has
been stated that this money has been

given to the City Corporation for the

to eradicate mosquitoes

Dhaka City? This was approved

in the ADP, at the pre- ECNEC

but at the ECNEC this was

not to me. Should I not ask

about this? If you can increase the
annual grant for other

what wrong has Dhaka City

done? 1 don't want

extra. All I want is my due. I

never criticise the government

hrthcﬂcnfcﬂtklsmlsi h?

held up the budget

corporations were recciving

increased ts, so why was the

allocation for my corporation being

reduced? I shall definitely speak out.

MAHFUZ ANAM: We appreciate
forthrightness here, where the

is cut. But the other side of

is that the powers that

already, are you actually
these to the full?

HANIF: Yes, 1 am working to the
limit of my limited capacity. I will
not claim that 1 have been 100 per
cent successful. There have been
times when I have failed. I have

stated that my first year in of-

fice, now 14 months, has been a pro-

bation year. Next year will be my

year. But | have tried my

wtmost. But if the coop-
erates a bit, the work will be better.

PROFESSOR SHAHIDUL AMIN
FROM BUET: It is true that Dhaka
City is riddled with problems, but I
have noticed that some sectors are
not well defined. For example, there
are some in the RAJUK man-
ifiesto and in the Dhaka City Corpora-
tion too. These two organisations do
not quite look into the matter clearly
or feel it is not their responsibility.
One such problem is the slums. In

- ummmum

my
you

I M Shahidul Ameen

its jurisdiction. it builds expansive
roads, allocates plots, so the slums
are not its headache. The municipal-

ity has many problems. Rickshaws are
one of the problems. Whose problem
s shams? In Old Dhaka, a landlord in a
certain place has 10 kathas divided
into 23 spaces of 10 by 12 feet and
invites people to arrange their own
shelters. From each of these 23
spaces, Tk. 400 to 500 is earned in
rent. So from this 10 kathas of land,
Tk. 15,000 is earned in a month. And
that person is not liable to pay any
tax, municipal tax, income tax or any
tax, because that is a

structure as defined
by RAJUK. If you build a house in
Banani and rent it for Tk. 15,000, the
person is going to pay three kinds of
taxes at least. But this person has an
income of Tk. 15,000 but does not
have to pay any tax because it is a
semi-permanent structure. My ques-
tion is, are you indirectly encouraging
slums? Have you taken up any policy
in this regard?

HANIF: Those who live in the
shums, live in sub-human conditions.
DPhaka City Corporation, within its
limited capacity, is trying to improve
their standard of living and we have
already taken up programmes in
seven or eight slums. These include
programmes for health, sanitation,
safe drinking water and such. But our
income is limited so we perhaps can-
not reach your ex ions. But we
hope in the next year to be able to
make make better arrangements for
the slums. I am planning my budget in
that way.

OBSERVER 1: My question is
gbout the zoning law in Dhaka City.
has ten zones. We make markets
where it is needed, where the people
need a market. But there are prob-
lems which I have inherited. When a
trade licence has already been issued.
what is to be done? But it is my de-
clared that a residential area
should be a residential area. 1 am not

trade licences in those areas. |
already instructed the depart-
ment concerned accordingly.

PROFESSOR RABIUL HASAN,
ARCHITECT: ‘li’:l'ﬂvchtﬂdthx}w
have started a very ambitious project
called Dhaka City Muscum. Please tell
« us about it.

Hanif: 1 have received many pro-
posals from persons who are con-

cerned about our heritage to create a

museum of Dhaka City. In other

countries such museums are in the
Ciry Malls, but there is no such mu-
scum in my city hall So, 1o meet that
demand, | am giving a small space in
the City Corporation office, for the
time being, for the Dhaka City Mu-
seum. T this is a 16 w0 17 sto-
ried we still do not have a
lift. When a lift is installed, this will be
expanded so that people can come
to the Nagar Bhaban to know about
Dhaka.

OBSERVER 2: What about house
to house collection of garbage?

HANIF: Yes, we are examiniing
this and have a pilot project in some
areas of Guishan and Dhanmondi, but
this will take some time.

OBSERVER 3: And about ?

HANIF: We will do our utmost,
But as | said, there is a lack of Basic
civic awareness. We must develop
Civic awareness a the public
with the help of youth fronts and
others. As | said before, all the au-
tonomous bodies must get together
and work in coordinated efforts 1o
resolve the city's

OBSERVER 4: Tell us about pri-
vatisation of garbage collection.

HANIF: | am interested in this.
Many have given me ns in
this regard. [ would hand this over 1o
anyone who would be able to can do
this viably.

OBSERVER 5 (From Department
of architecture k: About roads?

HANIF: The resposibility lies
with RAJUK, the City Corporation and
with the Roads and Highways de-
partment. But all roads are not under
Dhaka City Corporation. Near Kurmi-
wla airport. for example, some of the
roads are under the Cantonment
Board. There is nothing | can do
there. Otherwise, the maintenance

and everything is our responsibility.

I want to announce that we
are about to fulfill a

‘atre is being established in

front of Gulistan Shishu Park
and then at other sites.

once RAJUK hands them over to us. 1
want to repair the roads but to ensure
that the roads are not dug up all
through the year, a coordinated body
is required. :

1 want to announce that we are
about to fulfill a long-standing de-
mand of our cultural . An
open theatre is being established in
front of Gulistan Shishu Park and then
at other sites.

MAHFUZ ANAM: We congratulate
ulllmﬂlhhlll:ﬂiﬁ:.

" T'how H&Mﬂﬂ.
Head of the
ture to address the audience on the
problems of urbanisation.

MIR MUBASHAR ALL I shall start

by
the road that goes through
the side of Dhaka University. 'ﬂ:lf:
road is known as the Pene-
trator Road. The old railway line
passes through this way, so it might
have been called the Rail Road. The
railroad on both sides was a haven for
squatting people and in the sixties
accommodated over a hundred thou-
sand people. When the railway sta-
tion was shifted and the movement
of trains stopped, it became even
more dense with squatters. In 1971
during the Liberation War, these
squatters suffered the most, were
made examples of indiscriminate
killing and torture. The whole area
was set aflame. Even then the settlers
persisted, only to be thrown out and
s}ﬂftedmﬂlre:hcaﬂﬂnsatthcpc-
riphery of the city in 1973. Some re-
mained and others gathered. Gradu-
ally a wide road was constructed and
the footpaths were paved, making it
difficult for rs. But the set-
tlers on the narrow tract
of land at the edge of the footpath.
To fill the cup of their miseries,
first Dhaka University and then BUET
MB‘M to ten
all along the edge of the road, pushing
the sgjuatters:to the hard metal foot-
path. Even then the settlers didn't go.
The last nail was struck by the
present truly democratic elected
government, under the leadership of
the former Mayor. On March 15, 1993
bulldozers were brought in and the
shacks of the basti- dwellers were
demolished and squatters were
ousted for the final time. The bull-
dozers were hardly necessary to dis-
mantle the thatched shacks. It was

just a show of strength and power.
The had no sympathisers,
ﬂ:ﬂﬁmm.mm
NEWS did not raise their voices.
As a matter of fact, all were happy to
be free of the eyesore. | give this case
study to show the attitude of the
people and the administration of
towards the settlers who do
not have a piece of land or abode to
call their own. They are to be pushed
and pushed finally to be thrown off
the cliff. Human dignity is at its low-
est.
This was further by the
when they were about to

to the squatters.
They were at not being regis-
tered and given IDs.
The first step for solving housing
for very low income citizens is to im-
part human dignity to the poor. The
second step is probably to develop a
political will. Political parties have
not so far made urban housing or land
policy their platform. They have not
rottee they heve caly ivea by
m. y given lip
service with cheap slogans like
"Shelter for All".

Urban housing, especially for the
poor, is a very serious and
should be dealt within all seriousness
by the political parties. Dhaka needs
more than 50 thousand dwelling units
to be built every year. Not half as
many are being built. Where are all

'of Architec-'

these people going? They are cither
mﬂtmaw or are be-

g like sardines in whatever

is available. Room density is
over cight persons per room. Dhaka is
bursting at the scams. Unless some
well thought out conscious measures
are taken, it might explode. Save
Dhaka before it explodes.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Now | call on
Mr. Ainun Nishat to talk abowt the
drainage and water logging of the
city.

AINUN NISHAT: Thank you. | will
first try 1o outline some of the major
studics and their findings. First | will
briefly try 1o give you the outline of
the master plan for flood contrel,
igation of the wa
problem. Then | will raise
questions where | feel

things are not working woll

Aimun Nishat

Immediately after the flood of
1988, a report was published hur
riedly. A Dutch expert Mr. Janssen had
only ten days to prepare the report.
That was October 1988. Based on
that report in 1989, a kind of sketchy
report for the flood protection of
Dhaka was prepared. This went into
immediate implementation in March
1989. And that has created a lot of
problems because it didn't pay

attention to water-logging,

When Flood Action Plan studies
were taken up we had a component
called FAP 8 which had two
sub-components, 8A and 8B. Sub-
component 8B was funded by ADB,
wherein the of the western
part of Dhaka City was looked into
and 8A-prepared a master plan for
Greater Dhaka. Greater Dhaka is de-
fined as an area under that pro-
gramme which inchudes Savar, Tongi
part of Narsingdi, the area bounded

Balu and Tongi. They had a
n of the population upto
2010, tried to find out where the
could move, and developed
an integrated plan from drainage and
irrigation. The central part of Dhaka
City bounded by the river Turag,
Lakkha and Balu, this cen-
tral part is raised like the back of a
tortoise. You come to Syedabad
from Buriganga Bridge and take the
new road Rampura, from Baridhara to
airport, to come to Tongi, the two
sides are sloping. The Western part in
which 87 per cent of the population
live and 95 per cent of the
commercial activities take place,
that was taken up on a priority basis.
The main problem here has been
drainage congestion due to hurriedly
constructed embankment on the
flood wall. After completion of the
pump station in Kalyanpur. a lot of
problems have been solved, but is-
sues remain. For the western part a
feasibility study has been completed
with JICA funding and a master plan
for the rest of the area has been
completed.

To come to the issues, the point
I am trying to make is we do have a
kind of documentation, It may not
be perfect, but it can be a basis from
which we can go ahead.

The first issue is, the embank-

ments which have been built could
mynﬂlm ag a bypass from Tongi
Bridge. Similarly, if an em-
h:nkmr.-m is built from Tﬂl’lgl to
Narayanganj, following the Balu river,
that can very well serve as a bypass on
the other side. In various meetings
where of all ministries
and all were present this
was raised, but somehow it didn't
work.

The second point is, for the
western point there was a proposal to
improve 21 khals. Now Dhaka has a
good natural drainage system from
before. That is being lost. All the

il I h

which are based on the existing
low-lying areas are filled up and en-
croachment takes place. We see a lot
of excavation on the road. These are
the storm sewers that are being con-
structed. I'm afraid these will all be
inoperative soon because the designs
are based on the wetlands, remaining
wetlands and marshy lands. If they are
mcmal:hedu after ten years the
have to be enlarged.
1-'&1‘1}' we have seen in these
documents that anything we do re-
garding flood protection, drainage or
water-logging,

must have a good rela-

tionship with sanitation programme,
iy sl
man-
th of toxic and hazardous
waste. In these reports, how those
can be handled has been reported but
I see no effort h-emg made to handle
inan way.
MAHFL Y ANAM: Prolessor
Muntasir Mamun will be bringing i
new dimension into our discussion -
the historical and the social issues.
MUNTASIR MAMUN: It will be a
hard task to highlight the historical
and social issues in just three minutes.
I will just put forward two proposals
for discussion. First, historically wa-
terways are very much a part of
Dhaka City, with which social and
cultural life and the environment are
very much integrated. The Mughals
twk great care of the canals. At that
time the canals were used for sewer-
age, tor travel and for the environ-
ment. and this all had an effect on the

civironment. But from 1947 till now,

we sce Lhe canals are gradually filing
np. This is resulting in water-doguing,
something we had never heard of in
Mughal times. We only heard of
flooding during the British period.

The canals had served as sewers. To

day we don't have any designs or

plans of those canals 1o show us

where they were and where they led,

But what has gone has gone. Now,
all the low-lying areas of Dhaka City,
the water bodies, like the one at
Rampura. like the site where RAJUK
wants to set up Nikunja'. from Mir-
pur Bridue. all these areas should be
preserved and protected. This will
bring on an improvement socially,
cubtwrally and recreationally

Ihe lakes at Dhanmondi, Barid-
hara and Banani have been partially
filled. Which ever government has
Coane 1nto Pl.l“-l.”l' w0 far, seems o
Ltake on the land as their personal
property. 1o do with as thev please. |
don't know how far this is true, but
the open field in Untara has been al
lotted as plots to MPs who have
Changed parties. You have seen for
vourselt, Zahurul Islam has taken up
~o much land in Banani. 1 wonder if
any land or water bodies will be able
to remain intact with Zahurul Islam
aroundl. This is really an ; -
tcr. He has filled up every place. In
lejgaon where he has filled up a
place, to its right the water body still
may be protected. RAJUK or some
other authority may be able to con-
sider this,

Recently | hear the army has pro-
posed that the land uptil Aricha, from
Mirpur Bridge should be filled for a
residential arca. Many on the com-
mittees tor the City have even

agreed. | don't know how the army
can give such a proposal when there
are so many other organisations, the
municipality and others for this pur-
pose, These are alarming issues de-
manding our attention because if any
such plan is really submitted from
powerful quarters and is approved,
then there will be nothing left of the
city,

Prot I Muntasir
e e
We have a proposal con-
cerning the large stretch of
land from Bijoy Sarani t6 Mir-
pur which is under the army. A
cultural centre can be set u
here. A centre can be set up for
public meetings near Mirpur.
We can use the place to grow
all the kinds of trees native to

Bangladesh. I realise neither

the army nor the central gov-

crnment will do anything
about this. Pilkhana itself
would be an excellent venue

for public meetings.

Secondly, our social issues. We
have no cultural or social recreation.
I'wo matters are attached to our de-
velopment, culture, environment and
social life. One is Dhaka Cantonment
and the other is Pilkhana. There is
about 3000 acres of land under Dhaka
Cantonment and 1 do not know how
many acres under Pilkhana. If these
two centres are not shifted from here,
it will not be: possible to save central
Dhaki. We will simply not get the ex-
tru space needed for social recreation
or Llll.[llfﬂl entertainment. But we
don't hear this from any town planner
or from any organisation, There sim-
ply cannot be two massive army cen-
tres within a city. It must be sug-
gested how these can be shifted.

We have a proposal concerning
the large stretch of land from Bijoy
Sarani to Mirpur which is uader the
army. A cultural centre can be set up
here. A centre can be set up for public
meetings near Mirpur. We can use the
place to grow all the kinds of (rees
native to Bangladesh. I realise neither
the army nor the central government
will do anything about this. Pilkhana
itself would be an excellent venue for
public

MAHFUZ hNM-I Now | request
Mr. Rabiul Hasan, President, Institute
of Architecture to speak on housing
development,

RABIUL [11'SSAIN: My topic of dis-
cussionis realistic development in
Dhaka. The realistic development of
Dhaka is considered as a living phe-
nomenon. The urban living pattern in
Dhaka City has got an evolutionary
process in terms of social and eco-
nomic considerations. Ours is an
agro-based society and urbanisation
is yet to come to the country in full
swing. Coherence and unity is the
common of our rural soci-
ety. centering around the joint family
consideration. With influx of modern
concept through industrial revolu-
tion, the monolithic attitude of the
joint family structure began to shat-
ter. Since inde and after re-
ceiving modern education, peot:
continued to stay in the villages
cause ‘'working areas or living dreas
were not made by the rural facilities.
They had to leave behind their
ancestral village for the high standard
of living availed in urban towns. They
can work there and live with all the
modern amenities and useful facili-
ties. The sloped thatched or tim
roofed house with a courtyard in an
atmosphere of congenial harmony is

- Mamun ..

not there. Instead flats or apartments
with small areas are produced in a
seifish self-centred community. There
was bamboo, wood, grass or tin. Now
they have brick, concrete and glass
etc. There were free and abundant
spaces, limited with a far horizon.
Now it is truncated, eom

the site is imived within four walls. At
best there is only lanes and by-lanes,
congesied roads with people, cars
etc. The construction of
multi-storied buildings has to be
there to accommodate more

and more space with no land on the
ground level. This type of culmination
begn from the independence period

Al still continues.

Fi L .
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RHabvul Hussain

Every country of the world
which is ing the urban-
isation process has got a
proper planning for every city.
It is there to face the un-
precedented and fast urban
growth so that it can cope
with the future for the better-
ment of urban life. But we
cannot handle it the way we
do in our country, All the cities
are growing but are like help-
less orphans. It is true that
those apartments are only for
middle and higher income
group people. They want to
live in and near the city centre.
This is why the land has got no
way but to earn the potential-
ity to have the
multi-apartment buildings. It
is like a multi-urban village.

B —

Agriculture is called the first revo-
lution while urbanisation is the sec-
ond in human civilization. We are
now in the urban process of transition
as other countries of the world. But

the question is whether the archi- |

malkers are thinking chough with a re-

alistic and objective approach se

that the land can be handled with care
and foresight. Realistic development
is not a separate issue in the urban
scenario. But in our il is an-
other situation altogether. In the
comprehensive city planning it has no
identity or proper mention and so we
can see its demonical height all on a
sudden, just in front of the road. It
has no zoning priority, it is simply an
omnipresent structure which can be
built anywhere. It is not known
whether it has a proper density ratio,
where it will be built or whether there
is a proper approach to the site or
not. It is not known whether the area
has enough essential service facilities
like water, gas etc.

Every country of the world which

" is developing the urbanisation pro-

cess has got a proper for ev-
ery city. It is there to face the un-

. precedented and fast urban

so that it can cope with the future for
the betterment of urban life. But we
cannot handle it the way we do in our
country. All the cities are growing but
are like helpless orphans. It is true

that those apartments are only for
middle and higher income group
people. They want to live in and near
the city centre. This is why the land
has got no way but to earn the poten-
tiality to have the multi-apartment

buildings. It is like a multi-urban vil-

lage.

Let me quote the poem
"Apartment House' by Gerald Rap-
tody, "A filing cabinet of human
lives/ Where people swarm like bees
in tunnel hives,/Each to his own self in
the towered comb/Identical and
tramped and we call it home." In
spite of that, every owner seems (o
be satisfied. They seem to be very
happy and have achieved a sense of
security. They now truly belong to the
country or to the nation by this very
ownership. All these logistic facilities
have been provided by the real estate
dﬂ‘ebper They are serving the cause

well-to-do persons.
It Ilas become a lucrative and attrac-
tive business. Real estate developers
are considered very honoured and
businessmen. You don't
have anything against them as long as
they abide by the rules of RAJUK, and
as long as they follow the city plan-
ning code, and as long as they follow
the architect's and engineer's designs
and satisfy the nccd:s and require-
ments of the users. They are serving
the society of the rich people, they
are changing the city horizons by
building the high rise apartments.
Their business is not for the poor and
underprivileged. We do not expect
this as they are not social workers.
Our only expectation is that, wher
ever and whatever they build, it must
be adjusted with the surroundings
and the locality. It must be functional
to the users. It must be aesthetically
nice to look at. It must be absorbed
in the comprehensive city planning, It
must be a place of attraction to the
children and elderly, with proper land
scaping, car parking etc. It should
not cause pbstruction to anybody's
activities. We know such advice has
no meaning at all unless the concerned
authorities like the architects, engl

neerings, planners and pobicy makers

of RAJUK do their best 1o guide and
force the real estate devcloper o do
'h‘l'* “ Evervbody concerned
must render their responsibilities
property.

The most important thang nowa
day= is that everybody should be al
lowed t0 do his duty properly. ever-
body should be given his due share.
Everybody s suggestion should be
taken into consideration otherwise
what is the point in having such dis
cussions as this one on Save Dhaka?
There has been and will be many sem
inars like this but unless and until
resolutions from such conferences are
implemented,. which is never doae in
our country, this will be just wastage
of time and energy.

so all my observations on real es
tate development discussed here 10
day shounld be taken into serious con
sideration. It should be |
by the relevant authorities. | appeal
through this very timely round table
conference on Save Dhaka, that all
the suggestions made by all the ex-
perts on various and issues
must be properly projected so that it
can be raised above academic dis
cussion and can come into a re
otherwise we will not be able to save
our dear city Dhaka in any way. We
can do nothing but shed a
square-shaped tear as the poet in

Squares and Angles': "Houses in a
row, houses in a row, houses in a
row/S houses
in a :-;ﬂfﬂs Mmq-tloﬁ,
ideas in a row and angles on their
backs/ | myself shed a tear yesterday
which was, good heavens, square!”

MAHFUZ ANAM: Before we start
shedding square tears, may | now in-
vite Mr. Shamsul Waris to speak on
popular architecture.

MR. WARIS: | am talking on con-
temporary notions in architecture,
cultural indetermination and visual
chaos. In contrast to nature, cities
are built by man. This building of ci-
ties is, and has always been, one of
man’s greatest achievements, The
form of the city is determined by the

of the decisions made by
the inhabitants of the city. These de-
cisions are the result of their collec-
tive faith, wisdom and emotion and
thereby the form of the city becomes
a pitiless indicator of the state of or-
ganisation of the people who live in
it. The form of a city is primarily per-
ceived by its mass and its space
which are the basic ingredients of ar-
chitecture. In other words, the form
of the city is organised, divided,
com and articulated by its ar-
chitecture. So for a city dweller, ar-
chitecture is not a matter to look at,
but to be in . It draws him into its
depths and involves him in an experi-
ence shared by all who work and
mowe about ia it. Obviously the qual
ity of living in a city is af-
fected by the guality of its architec-
ture. S0 one of the prime concerns of
architecture is to heighten the drama
of living.

Although architecture is supposed
1o be developed in response to the
socio-cultural, geographic and eco-
nomic context of a given country, in
the contemporary world, due to
globalisation of knowledge and in-
formation, many external influences
shape the architecture of our city.
The global development of theories
in architecture by scholars and prac
ticing architects, do divide des
into tenets of different schools of
thoveht, Modernesan i are hecture
that developed in Burope and North
America around the 19208 not only
championed above all other nations
in architecture, but the very rise of
iodern architecture as such began to
be understood as inevitable because
modernism was found right as it

":-h lI'Il“Hl.ll Wires

Although Dhaka is not
cosmopolitan in nature, archi-
tecture has become more and
more pluralistic and a growing
visual chaos seems 1o becom-
ing inevitable due to lack of
proper cultural orientation of
the people and the general loss
of humanity in the society as a
result of continued political
and economical failure to
uplift the quality of life of the
mass. At this stage we can only
hope and envisage that with
the rise of socio-economic
and political stability of the
country, architecture will take
its right course because, after
all, architecture is the mirror of
SOCiety.

could match and mirror the industrial
world. Modern architecture was
evolved primarily as reaction 1o
over-dressed decorations of ar
neveau of the kaer 19th century pre

vailed in Furope. Modern architec

ture, with a view o meel mass pro-
duction. 4 new denmand of the indus
trial society, deliberately cut off all
ties with the historical past. It was
hascd on the basic planes, lines and
deots. bt with a4 greater emphasis on
proportion and scake, Modern archi

tecture was not considered a sty
but an appropriate response (o the

funa teonal demands of 20th centary
hife  Modern architecture was also
boasnmed 10 e moralihy T#H becawse il
lodd no lies and used its materials
honesth and sougit 1o satisfy real
rither than imaginary needs. Ap-
proached by an artist of genius,
e architeciure was ransformed
throwgh 4 complex framework of ab
siract ideas, o hallenging and as re-
treshing s the «hanging sty les of its
contemporary Pablo Picasse.

By the 1960s. modern architec-
ure seemed 0 have achieved 2 uni
versal and whimate solution w0 all
(uestions peraining o architeciare.
vri hutect Mazharul Islam. 28 an expo-
el of modern architectare first in-
rroduced the Language of modernism
throuwgh his work in the Institute of
Fine: Aurts n Dhalba | niversity campus
\rc hiteot Islam. through this work
oy with hos Liver works like Dhaka
[ miversaty Library, jahangirmagar {ni
versity campus. cic.. was able 1o
promote modern architecture in
Hanghade sh. puuntaimng the parity of
form. ex pressive valwe of materials,
Climeatac responses and structural clar-
iy, Mazharul sk acnaally pi
a fresh beginning in curbing the archi
tecture scenario in 20th century
Dhaka.

In the kate 1970s. modern archi-
tecture gradually became guestion-
able primarily because of a sense of
loss of traditiog. loss of identifica-
tion, and due to cheap quality of
construction nuenly by the property
developers, and post modernism. as a
new tred. began o flourish where a
historic sense gave rise o symbols.,
sertntics and syntax in architecture
derived ffom lingmistics. Architects
began o ook for inspiration from
various sources of history. Through-
out the 1980s. architects had been
cowdevouning o anchor architecture
o its tradition and began to view
their work as pant of a trend of histor-
wal development. This new trend
although gave architects a wider
scope of selecuon, could not gener-
ale genuine architecture, Most of it
~crimed su » and inconsistent.
I'he influence of post modernism
seemed active in Dhaka from where
the young architect attempted to
create a culturally genuine architec-
ture for Bangladesh, but in reality
st attcmpls were [0 attain some
semiblance with the past instead of
heing able w transform what was the
spirit uf the past

some architects have enjoyed
greater frtt’ﬂﬂll'l and instead of
searching inspi from our own
history, they have directly copied
the classic Greek architecture, with
full order of the columns and such.
This kind of architecture not only
ridicules our culture, but attempts to
debase ourselves from our cultural
roots. But ironically, the owners of
such houses are often found to be
proud possessors, The recently built
BDR gate in the playful Greco-Roman
classic style, the recently removated
RAJUK Bhaban and the newly built
Nagar Bhaban, inspired by the colo-
nial English architecture, and many
of European historical styles are
buildings highly detrimental to our
cultural development. Often these are
built on popular taste which testify
the poor aesthetic understanding of
our general people as well as the
tects who failed in their commitment
to their occupation.

Although contemporary architec-
ture began with more promise and
sensitivity, the abstract principles of
modernism in the 1950s and 60s, ar-
chitecture in Bangladesh today may
be viewed as artifacts, individual
man-made structures standing in
space that fail to evolve as a social
process having the potential to gen-
crate urban values and culture.
Although Dhaka is not cosmopolitan
in nature, architecture has become
more and more pluralistic and a grow-
ing visual chaos seems to becoming
inevitable due to lack of proper cul
tural orientation of the people and
the general loss of humanity in the so-
ciety as a result of continued political
and economical failure to uplift the

yuality of life of the mass. At this
stage we can only hope and envisage
that with the rise of socio-economic
and political stability of the country,
architecture will take its right course
because, after all, architecture is the
mirror of society.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Can [ now invite
r. Abdul Qayyum, Associate Profes-
sor, BUET? He will speak on planning
and trans portation issues,

DR ABDUL QAYYTD M. ASSOCT-
ATT PROFESSOR, BUET: We are ven
conceried about the major problems
of Dhaka City. The Honourable Min-
ister has already mentioned some of
them. Most of these problems are
multi-dimensional in nature and as
such we must admit there is no simple
and magic solution to these. Never-
theless, there is a general complaint
that unplanned growth is the root of
many of these problems. In response.
I will try 10 touch on a few general is-
sucs related to urban planning and
transportation, as these have been
considered w be the major sectors,

W first. et us focus on some real

iics Lo fid an answer to the general
complaints, What is the legal basis of
our planning system? There is no legal
hasis fur a comprehensive system of
urban development planning. We
have legal provisions for a type of
rigid land planning. The concept is
particularly inappropriate’ in a sitwa-
tion of rapid change and largely un-
controllable growth. To deal with the
current dynamic situation, we need 4
more flexible and responsible kind of
Phasining sy stcnn

WXL we come to institutional
weahnesses, Planning has always re
maincd a peripheral activity of the
development authorities. Even if it
were ol so, the situation would not
have been much different. Withow
A imple mentation mechandsm, any
prlanning exercise is of littde worth. if

Wi consider a multi- sectoral uwrban

plan. RAJUK. which is supposed 1o be
the development authority of Dhaka
(. has no control over the numer
ous imphementing agencies who can
actually implement such a plan. Under
the present institutional arrange-
ments. it is almost impossible w0
carry out a comprehensive develop-
ment plan. \s the Honourable Misnis
ter already mentionod, RAJUK is now
preparing 1 comprehensive develop
ment plan for Dhaka w accommo-
date future growth. A draft structure
feremt options have been evaluated n
that exercise. it didn't appear 10 be 2
feasible option 0 accommodate
such growth on the other side of
Buriganga. However. some other
ngencies have already planned a few
hridgcs and other infrastructure de-
Hh_ﬂml*thtMmtr
un 10 the other side. Obviously., if
such strategical tk-:mart-
planted. it would change the spatial
pattern of the growth process envi-
sioned in the stnecture plan.
Ferthermore. an overwhelming
~eChorad e i our planmng swstem
makes it difficult for the i
iy agencies o coordinate their ac-
tons. Again, a very recent
can be cited. as reported in a local
daity. Tht construction work of a
rpass has been sus-

;tllkdahr completion of 40 per

cemt of the work due 10 the com-
s off l Bt
other progect of the same transporta
tion sector. When a project of the
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What is the legal basis of
our planning system? There is
no legal basis for a compre-
hensive system of urban de-
velopment planning. We have
legal provisions for a type of
rigid land planning. The con-
cept is particularly inappro-
priate in a situation of rapid
Change and largely uncontrol
lable growth. To deal with the
need a more flexible and re-
sponsible kind of planning
system. Without an imple-
mentation mechanism, any
planning exercise is of little
worth. If we consider a
multi-sectoral urban plan, RA-
JUK, which is supposed to be
the development authority of
Dhaka City, has no control

implement such a plan. Under
the present institutional ar-
rangements, it is almost im-
possible to carry out a com-
prehensive development plan.

same sector could not be coordi-
nated, how can you expect coordina-
tion when different sectors are in-
volved? It is our great pleasure to
know that the Honourable Mayor of
DCC is well aware of the issues and
subscribes to the same point of view.
We need new kinds of institutional
arrangements to deal with these
problems. Anyhow, new institutions
will not grow overnight as we can well
understand. Alternatively, a partial
solution can be found through the de-
of a GIS ( In-
formation System) based planning
and information system. This type of
system can record all the future de-
velopment of all the agen-
cies with their locations and align-
ments. The expected time of imple-
mentation and on line access to this
information can help inter-agency
coordination as well as agencies in
preparing their own plans.

Along with this, for better man-
agement of growth, land readjust-
ment should be immediately
undertaken. This is probably the best
planning instrument that we can em-
ploy to deal with the present situa-
tion and is also to be more
acceptable to the society than any
other alternative plans that we may
have.

Now | come to transportation.
Do we know who is responsible for
the city's 1 system? As a
whole, no one is. Fragmeni responsi-
bilities lie with many agencies. No
one looks after the overall situation.
S0 there again institutional weakness
remains a major barrier. In fact, not
much can be expected unless some-
thing comes through in this line.

Another hard fact is that only 18
per cemt of all in the city use
nwsorsed of transportation,
In this situation, how can significant
improvement be expected by con
structing fiv overs at different kwa
LIS’

We know that the lowr major
identified of Dhaka City
arc traffic management. law en
forcement, management of rkshaw
traffic and public transporation. To
address these problem arvas. we need
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