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Dr. Nizamuddin: it is my The "SAVE DHAKA" Roundtable by The Daily Star and BUET — a unique conference of pulipy malfers, ad‘ministratﬂrs, experts, ﬁnmrfchicli&wﬂlbc HHM
prokiund Plensire S0 AMNORICE the demicians. NGOs and media practitioners — has identified ten priority policy areas where immediate actions need to be taken. g ady during the monsoons i
opening of this roundtable on Save academic ’ : : pEa . : : : JUK. WASA. DESA. the M 's offi that the present
phaka jointly organised by the Post ~ First of its recommendations deal with the creation of an unified authority to run the city. RA : A, ek, The Mayors ollice Lt pees mwﬂmmmﬁ“::'
T on Lo Lﬁﬁ“ﬁfﬁ‘;ﬂ were all looking after different aspects of city life, without any coordination between them. This lack of a centralized authority has led i ordinated efforts, only then we

star, Dhaka. At the very outset my

to virtual chaos in running the city which is growing at the rate of 6 of a year, and is projected to become one of the major unmanaged
request to Honourable Acting Vice

: . 2,
urban centres of Asia.

can solve the problems. Otherwise

this will be impossible. If things con-

Chancellor of BUET Prof Deepak , ; ; s : tinue as at in ten years, many
Kaati Das to kindly Reliver e The problems are immense, but still manageable, the experts say. However they must be addressed 1_mmedlately. Political v.lrlll, nfm;mgmM;mEuﬂmtﬁ
Hh;::;;r “ﬁlrl;;":h vt pas. | administrative efficiency, policy coordination and immediate action are what 1s needed. The Roundtable, which was held on 8 June 95, ‘“Mnm ou will not to stay
Honourable Minisicr. Head of the  and whose full transcript we publish today, provides insightful ideas about solving Dhaka city's p]E‘DblEIIlE. We hope that the My suggestion is that the govern
Department of Architecturc ProfAll. g3 ggestions contained in these columns will generate public debate and lead to urgent government actions. Wesin:The Daily Star, Sckmstssm oceboosiess
Mr. Anam the Editor of The Daily : : L ) ;
"'Irl::l'. l:ll:rrl::"!-p:‘ﬂtﬂll“:.lr s, ladies Cﬂmmlt ﬂurSEIVEH t-ﬂ Cﬂntlnue th]S CHTHPalgn. ’I‘ral’mﬁpt pmpBI'Ed by PROBE news w This will make it “nmgm for
and gentlemen. The theme of today's ——— those who live in nearby districts of
discussion is Save Dhaka. Bangladesh st

is a small country and its capital city
is not that big. In spite of this, the
task to save Dhaka appears at the

cannot afford to spend 33 per cent
more for construction of high rise
buildings.

the first time we have a National

my problem is not with 86 lacs peo-
ple. The land area upon which these
80 Lac people live is only 345 sq.km.

Keraniganj, Narsinghdi,
and so on to come to Dhaka. They
can do their work in their own dis-
tricts. People from Teknaf or Pan-

: This is a hard fact indeed. Re- :
moment 10 be an inunense one. . I would say that the problems can earchicrs on the sublea wosk! &y ¢[:] hhs;gg fwhil not Ilttdi to ;unc tu_
| would urge the speakers today Wﬂﬂ dhcuﬁinns.ﬂ that even with half the number of v i, Dhaka must be dispersed to the
Ela:dm; Uht;;':;: numf';ﬂmugﬁ l!:]f::g' mm ks very enileig people, it Wuul;lﬁ be a problem. And  igericts. If we can proceed with such
b, FUCHL a5 peria ;5 ; _ even with the 86 lac people, every & i !
ter, and to the lack of it. Iahmniﬁ ing, T::ﬂ”;‘“' expressed by d]’cl'*; single day people are streaming in ;m?};,Ts:tmﬂ:mkﬁﬁmm HE
:[“"_t."i m‘"iﬁdﬂl;#f in 193 .-;:_S. | I;]}m !I mlinm]!! “F m ﬂ"-ﬂ“ lhf: Tilm ﬂ-.'r ﬂ‘l?l"l‘:l M in Dm Ihﬂﬂk you
T e bt ifinced b befort the cablaet. The search of a living, dreaming of abet: " \AHFUZ ANAM: Thank you, M.
o e affic unb all the  Suggesions may b consideed by e lfe hat Dhaka wil provide  ayor. | request the aricipanis nd
timl'; I-’Erhgs “;luucu{;r“d throw light ;h:&g;:mtﬁ.:r;:; mﬁ give nothing to my brothers who g him ifm ‘:Eh. From Shakti
on oW a VEnK syﬂﬂllmﬂi 1 G, i ¥
be arranged. We at BUET are always by the experts to save Dhaka will be :szmxlnm:ammsn:;e 1:!1 up pl]“'irnhngﬂ lep ANT EROMS ,
Eﬂ S g fu:-wa?l {0 assist in Wm}:ﬂm had a shaws or with a basket looking for F'I'.}UNAi}AT]DN: Can a civic body not
g, in constructing anything ; SRR e, :
guu-d.l: t!l;.rrek}rt- wclmnf:ymﬂlm master plan in the year 1953. From ﬂl#ﬁﬁmﬂ*w;mmmtﬂhaka, be created with young students from
this august session to speak on how 1953 till 1995 that master plan, for i ricmkd st - the university or from ansars, who can
i B ical has not been re- i on. i create public awareness? 1 understand
10 Save Dhakit. M P’lﬂ‘]]g:& of Dhaka is impossible to save Dhaka without .. City Corporation has its limita-
s a;ed. In 1953 :rﬂ“m W‘: proper planning, T must save iy envi- Honw 18 exiesdiong this Kl of iy
3 sg}nrtnﬂ:!. m'”] : g: of ronment. The traffic jams must be ity, so | was thinking would it be pos-
il;{}i o miles one third of controlled. The people living in  gjhle during the vacations for univer-
?Iuﬂlm %hm Dhaka must be given a chance to live. ity students to create little groups,
mﬂLm What must I do o achieve this? like we have in task forces, and
e wmm um£ During the clection I spoke of the g
e Ll i footpath hawkers. | admit that this is
fresh ;I:m is a0 a problem. 1 have said that at the
..... am to be within De- moment [ would not be able to re-
e : this will be lot of move the hawkers from the pave-
y T o the _ ments until I can offer them an alter-
';::m[:tﬁ ﬂ‘:rmm dnngts" g native arrangement. If 1 simply
4 I pnfalltl'l: i of n‘u‘tedthfhawkc.rspvemight,lmw
haka. Until and unless we have real would they survive? 1 could have
P_ arouie from th Tt ould be cvicted them immediately or with
......... .;mstm}cr = uu: ;::Lmt w 9 . j-ust 24 hours notice, this is still
o Iml’“'“'b"ﬂ_m_ R0 of Dhaka, they shall hive 10 byt in neighbouring places with all the  for the landless people and accom-  Rahmaner Rahim. Assalamu alaikum. IJ"HS“?;m m:;lw?ﬁw IEI ﬂ
Dipah Kant Das —— think about the lakhs of rickshaws. If  infrastructure s you have said. The  modate them there, they do ot want — Today L have been given the chance L0 0 Ly Shoe nes
Dr. Nizamuddin: Now it is you want to remove rickshaws from  government will not build, just give it to stay there, They say there are 00 (v speak on the topic SAVE DHAKA i iy e e
my pleasurc 1 invite the Mfﬂﬂ" Dhaka, you must remember that the g the private sector, with your de-  working facilities. We cannot find  for which lhmc hem searching for an had o i me
Mr Mahfuz \nam, Editor of the Daily mm—mhﬂlfﬂ[ﬂvlﬂm gmmh:epﬂwmmhwﬁsdnﬂ- ﬂfmm-hmﬂtm upp.)fhlmi.{y’ll?dﬁ(:ﬂﬁ.lﬂ]lnkﬂr. Minister Bagrister Rafig t givaime
el i e s about 15 lakh people of this country.  bulk of the people. We are really serv-  ernment has undertaken a new pro- Dhaka City ) is an an- I an-mg:mcms fod : . Al
MAHFUZ ANAM: May | welcome i is very difficut for any g the tog people: thet 6wy pobot. oo B YRS EERCTIESS  KROGINE bt USRI e hewhers, and the other b o po- Humairs Islam
you all 1o the Save umﬂg “”“"ﬂf w ﬁmﬁﬁ;ﬂ be made by vh» 'f:ﬁ bl suid e wecnn menlly litical parties to hold their public e L
G W : 3 _ : ; : " on sohitions traffic
ate L'.rulr‘:* F::m i Em I have spoken about the prob- allocate land to 30,000 people where IS ﬂmgmﬁﬂm jams and garbage. I think we have
ture, BUET and The Daily Star. The lems. Now [ would like to say what  § T igs we can give some of the land to the up a mike, delivering speeches and of attitude and awareness.
I}uillg.' Star occasionally organises the oy MMM' Aslhave  § Tl r 'I'hk‘gmlhﬁ'tlﬂ; creating traffic jams cannot be al-  This m{huche lal:kk;i in the :I;:
Iﬂil'lt*f" lmm“‘ Iﬂiml m E:“':llm“: wants Im “mmd I-m?m' : h]litr [ (]
::mwrfé[:hﬂgwmmfﬂr:; coordination and cooperation of all the problem. We are thinking about mhﬂ%tsﬁnnaﬂﬁ;h:f;ﬂdﬂ: vt s Jﬂiﬁrﬂmm
of growth of Dhaka City and the the groups. It is aware of the limita- BOUS O 349 Acevs oF Il for the public meetings of political ~cannot go beyond that point at a red
dramatic increase of problems we are tion of its resources, particularly for the private developers who can parties.) light, etc. like we see in other coun-
facing, it was time 10 put our minds about the limitation of land. It wants huild km cost houses for low income There is another matter. The  tries?
together 0 think about the T to handle the matter through good peoph:. hawkers whom I allowed to remain on HANIF: Yes, it is very much pos-
and their solutions of the city that we Bariister Rafiqul Islam @ i ol i Eﬂgﬁ}:ﬁ:’t }ﬂ""fllll“_)&ﬁ' the footpath, trickled onto the sible, but T is a :li-l:ﬂh“ Pfﬂ
love so much. Al the beginning of this _ an going sor Nazrul Isiam Dhaka Univer- streets. | have never condoned this  awareness. If I cross the margin,
year The Daily Star took up three ma- I'he main oroblem is the  Yngapore to talk 1 the people who sity. and I shall never say that this should  will you do? If the traffic policeman
jor agenda items for the year 1995 - pro are responsible for the supply of wa- Prof Nazrul Islam We have heard be allowed. Just a week ago | spoke  just stands silently, what will you do?
and the number one agrnda forus was ¢k Of coordination among  ter and clectricity. Our system loss is the Honourable Mayor of Dhaka City with the .DC traffic, and with  There are laws, but there is no system.
to focus on the problems of Dhaka  these various authorities in  about 56 per cent in water and 40 per demanding cooperation from the BRT. I asked for their cooperation, I need assistance from everyone re-
City. This is not to say we are 0t Dhaka. The experts who are ™ clectricity. The Singapore au- . ministries of the government with re said it was their duty to clear up the  garding civic awareness, particularly
conscious of the problems of the . thorities do not even know about A H M Abdul Momen ward to solving traffic and law and Yo | Hanif streets of hawkers and their shopsas  from the youth front. I call upon all,
other major urban centres of working on the master ]*Il'l arc  system loss. They had private organs RAFIQ: It is a very important and  yrder. How has the government taken Sl e this obstructed public movement.1  even poliﬂcal youth fronts irrespec-
Bangladesh. We thought that we  attaching emphasis to coordi-  sations running both the clectricity 23 interesting point. Those who are pri- v/ ' : suggested 10 join hands and clear the  tive of political affiliation, to come
would start with the city in which we sation of Various . AR well as the mw v ale {k"‘lr’fhpﬂ'!i. pﬂlﬁu]ﬁlr;l\ in hous- RAFI): | have seen this in the The tirst |}ﬂ5‘hk:tn IS FUP“' streets. then we will start on the Ell”ﬂp:lll‘.‘-.
e 1 |} | Fﬂ ﬂuph' : If we could TTRATLARC m prop- I.n'p,_ build the house and sell it Prh‘“f newspaper but | have not been di I"I:[l.llll 1L’El!['d.i.n o [hf Iﬂifﬁt fLHHpillhh. Thev have assured us of CHAIRMAN. R.:’quK: Mr. .\‘E}’Eﬂ'.
We have invited all the actors other problem emerges when erly, we could get rid of 56 per cent  house starts from any where between oty approached by the Honourable ™ , 8 ' their hl:lllaﬂiit aking measures ac-  vou said that you had asked the
concerned 1o this Roundtable to de-  the City Mavor is elected from  system loss in the water sector. We 15 lacs to 50 lakh taka. An ordinary  Mayor. Maybe the relevant ministry statstucs [}ft‘ﬂt"ﬂt{.'d in the par- ) ' Works Ministry for land to rehabili-
liberate on issues relating to the fu- |, h : ou : and the ern could get rid of 40 per cent system citizen cannot think of paying that  knows about this. But I feel coopera-  ljament, the population of Environment is another tatc the footpath hawkers. Do you
ture of Dhaka City. We have invited ( ﬂrr P ROV loss in electricity. | think the govern- amount for a house. But how can we tion between the Mavor and the rele- Dhaka city is HI'YI' lacs JI.IS[ a4  We must save the inhabitants of think a bigha of land to rehabilitate
the Minister of Works, the Mayor and  '1C0 IS run by another. The ex- mhmhlilﬁtlmlﬂﬂmﬂ reduce the price? The price of land as ~ vant ministries is essential to resolve e . Dhaka from How can this  the hawkers will solve the problems of
all other major actors including two  perts might look into this (00,  resolve the problem. | rather  well as construction material costs are  these problems, As a minister [can  little while ago, I was contest- =77, single-handedly?  Dhaka City? In the past we have seen
major donors, namely the World Bank 1he nriority of the citizens is like to invite the experts to place 5o high. If we are 1o keep it within  44sure you that the government is  jng in the election it Was 70 Civic.awareness must be increased.  Banga Bazar and other places set up
and the Asian Development Bank_ To sl : ns how 1o resolve these  the reach of the common people, — preparcd tw assist anybody to im0 gy my problem is not  We always read that a dustbin is  for the hawkers. But the same volume
add 1o the intellecrual context of the ¢ main consideration, not Whatever views are aired  buying a house should be within one  prove the traffic situation in Dhaka. — Y P rodod hite o6 5 ualhia s notded = L —
discussion. we have invited some of  the political consideration.  during this roundtable conference,  or two lakh taka. If you could de VAIIFUZ ANAM: Itis my greac  With 86 lacs people. The land 0 "p o e o we hear,
the leading experts of the country  pykitical consideration should will be taken into consideration by velop the house outside Dhaka where  pleasure o welconwe the IIW’ area upon which these 86 lac  “Please. not ncar my house.” o these
who belony 1 the Enginecring Uni : sy my ministry, and if need be. will be the price of land is not so high, the Mavor of Dhaka City. Hanif Bhai, ‘ople live is only 345 sq.km.  are the practical problems we face.
versin be for the welfare of the in- raised in the cabinet. could be resolved. welcome to vou, ‘ pt ‘ T ( %o i R But now we have for a dif-
W e start off with the minister  habitants of Dhaka, nothing Apart from this master plan, for But even if we could build houses MOHAMMED HANIF: Bismillaher  This is a hard fact indeed. Re- ferent type of container, We have 20

and he will give us an overview of the . |o. Then if the Mavor is , - - scarchers on the subject would  five ton such containers so far which
government policy on the future of ; Housing Policy put forward by my Rec da av that even with half the are picked up and taken away in the
Dhaka City. | now request the ¢lccted from onc group and  minisry, and this has some effect on ommen thllS ; mber of people. it would be  <venings. These will be increased. In
Honourable Minister to start the dis- ﬂraﬁlﬂlmmmnmmnbf [Yhaka City 1w00. In lurmulatmglifr . Lo i o ) some places smaller containers will be g
CusSIon. another. there would be no  ational housing policy we have said I'he roundtable on ‘Save Dhaka' made the following | a problem. And even with the  kept if there is no room for the bigger SRR
Barrister Rafig: 1 extend my et : thuat the pmmﬂml_hﬂdr recommendations: 86 lac people, every .,u“k;h} containers. We are trying to arrange
heartich thanks © The Daily Star and ~ PrODICIIS. houses. It is not the function of the _ fec o : e ot m]]‘-lni— fro this 1 keep Dhaka clean.
m{ihmmhﬁ mnmﬂmbuﬂihmhrpn I)HruigdugﬂﬂTMHEﬂlaﬂfm'ﬂ“hﬁwmmT&T* P“'pkm n ) m |hﬂ.‘l’tﬂl“'ﬂ!5ﬁﬂ]ﬂt“ﬁhﬂdf’f‘
o we s oppucteniuy sopenk: | Theslhor grabitin & e 8 CROC s "~“:*m Titas Rajuk and traffic and transport authority under a single | the villages for mere survival, o C S0 GRS O i
'dlrm- n——— "'“'l "'"'“""I il ."f‘:ﬁl citizens to build their own houses | Umbrella. to be headed either by the mayor or some newly ﬂlt*;\il,ﬂl"'lihutiil I-.wuu.ndrmm:?" L“m;mﬂwmwhﬂ |
government is facing is that we have  the City Corporation, WASA which is  through proper planning. The gov- | (reated body: _ “"”‘.““Th‘“'“’f“ even T&T be put under the City Cor- Gl e
an almost unlimited population in  under the LGRD Ministry, gas and  ernment may assist with the planning 2 ) Make urban planning pro-poor. Without proper focus on provide something for them. ot pelt e o e T R
this country with limited land and mwd’wm — i the poor. m:uﬂnnphnwm“lmd: But Dhaka can give nothing to sim[ pthﬂlif'::;ﬁDﬂﬁlpﬂﬂtr. Humavun Khadem
Miahad semparn. T 1 e 2k o :ﬁ“iﬁm ::}:;ﬁ,ﬂﬂz?: Mlﬁﬂmmm 3) Form an urban coalition council, comprising people having | my brothers who stream in  then let us have a coordinated body, iﬁ:ﬂkmﬂ:ﬂ the city trom
Lind resources simply cannat e ceatly saw a statement of the  agement get rd of the socalled svs | ¢ e tice in different sectors 1o work as a watchdog group. Such | from the villages with their § joint cffort headey amboly, - TEn R LS SR B,
::"# Moswyer;coudlent o ot Wsmescaltic Mepae SO RS tem loss, and undll we arc preparcd 0. | suncil would approve major projects, stop those which have | rosy dreams. They end up ply-  work must be done. Do it for the sbout the problem. Abou political
55 hould be brought under cither cooperate . T . L Lk e o with 2 basleet Dhaka City. Mr. Khadem,  meeting sites,
wo. The source of rivers is controlled  City Corporation or the police av 1ot be able w0 resolve the problem. | negative impact and promote democratic culture in planning Mg FICRAMES O WA 8 mnu:mdmfm [t b coneierion (bl bn the-pout, e
by other countries, not by us. In such  thorities so that he can control it | apologize for having to leave 4) Launch a massive civic awareness programme so that each | looking for job as day labour- ‘wn'hh mmlmﬁr;m the historical Palinn Malden
a difficult sitwation. only scientific  There are many citics in the world  because of 3 cabinet meeting, Before and every inhabitant can participate in the running of the city. | o Khadem Bhai comes and digs it up. | HANIF: Your question about
management can possibly resolve the  where this is done. The authorities [ leave, | assure you that moy ministry o - | WAS and ‘m“ do with hawkers
| kook into this. will examine the opini All information about the city's development should be made repair it again, WASA comes can do away
problen. | oy I - S g | _ | few words for vou all. Whenever anin it | repair it yet again, this time T&T  completely is rather hypothetical.
Possibly the main problcms The main problem is the Mbyﬂtﬂv ' avaikable 10 the city dwellers; fant is born, the parents or relatives  comes along and digs it up. Which country in the world has no
faced by Dhaka city, arc wallic. cosrdination ameng these varows  GhcS S OSRY 5) Hold public debate on the proposed national housing | . child come rushing o the city A few days ago TAT came up with  hawkers? It is not as if hawers exist
proper sanitation. safe wa  authorities in Dhaka The experts mh:-: : pan:lrm e . t.urp{,mhmmmm“m a plan to install 1,30,000 digital tele-  in a poor country like Bangladesh
ter. adequate clectricity and the lack  who are working on the master PRSE MOy B S e | PEE o - tered. And when this same child grows  phones in Dhaka City. If I stop this,  alone. If you see the developed coun
of housing, Now, what are the prob-  are attaching emphasis to pose mht‘- povion Y 6) Policy of acquisition of land and eviction without D ar adukt and reaches the cnd of  you all will confront me, asking me  trics of the world, in Paris and Loa-
ml‘rurﬁ::h?“w :Ltp-hh(fl‘rﬁ:;t ::H:uphtp:;m But as the | rchabilitatio ﬂﬂllﬂlﬂhﬂhﬂlﬂlﬂﬂdmﬂﬂmthﬂﬂ'“ land Il:;t the relatives again come rushing  what | think | am doing, if these  don, there are hawkers there. But
, r : _ i S ceme. phones installed have specified places, specified
come and ask us 10 construct 3 clecied from onc group and the gov.  miniser will be leaving, | wanthim 1o | usc plan be formukaed ::L‘mmmm”mﬁﬂ*u ﬂnummmﬁh::ﬁ mﬁ.m:unmmr;mun
hosse. N we do 5o 2 Wacht plit of | cragment b ran by amadher. The € AUESREERRSRERL o 7) Set up an urban-poor bank to allow the poor to save and | 18 0 R Tt e e very = ook after the road which [ have just  must remove them from the strcets
land. the children will demand 0 perts look into this wo. The BRIGADIER (RETD.) | e acires 8o cnedis reen rorlgiomsy ' “ repaired. 50 2 coordinated body is and footpaths and give them an al
know why their ficld has been taken of the citizens is the main  PRESIDENT REAL ESTATE AND - : much a part of City Corpora- needed. The road has 10 be dug u ternative place to do their trade. At
over 10 built upon. So on one hand.  consideration. not the political con.  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION OF 8) Youth groups and students should be involved in the city | ton. the I have tried 10 for water, for hnr:lrphumltr:r least then we can do something to
thnunn-rhnhannlh:i:tw_ ﬂrﬁ:hru:cﬂcu-r:l ma:mrprw&m cleanliness drives. They should be encouraged to learn about idﬂ:i";vmuwpmhkmuﬂ}hh{; mﬁ:ﬂﬁ.:ﬂnnniﬂbrupb solve this problem.
some kind of shelter. on other  should weifare n .I‘Ul“!w : : - ; About th litical rally site, |
. : CTIVINOIUETH 1SSUMS: ; cific time. | can o De € po
hand. people also want open space. habitants of Dhaka nothing cise.  the constraints. How judiciously are e : - i ‘MF“Tt"ﬂ-':'mPhF“:'m““ mmﬂﬂmm have wanted this and the government
This apro  Then if the Mayor is elecied from one l't“il-hmuﬂ? *}l&raﬂmplﬁmﬂnﬂh:dm i!uir.m.\.” ~ Pr“:-‘ popula 10 do within this time. Then from 100 has attempted to arrange it. If
gramme to build 9000 government :ﬂ-‘*ﬂﬂ-ﬂ res F_'“'“mlfm-“ 10) Policy for solid wastage management should be | % "““"d‘";"; o "ﬂh' January to June | will repair Dhaka  they are 2 bit more sincere in thejr at-
flats. They say high rise buildings another, there would be 0o prob- %0 in Sangladesh -l " | formulated. Privatisation of the garbage collection process population of Dhaka city is 86 lacs.  City beautifully. But you must give  tempts, this will be a solution to
SR 34 O N N S DO P —— w,ﬂ;m:mﬂmm should be examined Just u litthe while ago, | was contest-  your word that you won't touch the  some extent of the traffic jams.
FRmEt ol & Buding. St fee Whiak G s . i penivhonn = - ing in the election it was 70 lacs. But  roads for the next four years. This will Continued on page 6
w0 limited resources, the government  If anybody comsiders the traffic  the nd maybe not in the prime area. | — M




