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Washing the Linen

In a shocking revelation, Dhaka University authorities put
up an admissions cancellation notice in the newspapers on
Wednesday involving as many as 80 enrolled students. They had
purportedly furnished wrong information and resorted to
forgery to gain admission o various post-graduate courses for
the 1992-93 academic SessSIOnL

By publishing this notice Dhaka University has no doubt
sought to fulfil a legal requirement. In the process it has also
served a public interest of vital importance concerned with
the maintenance of sanctity and high moral standards at the
top-most seat of learning in the country. While acknowledging
the DU's spirit underlying the move, we feel duty-bound
nonetheless to make some observations on the belated
measure it has taken.

One wonders why the mechanism at the university that has
now worked to discover the truth had failed so badly to
detect the wrong-doing when it was being committed at the
time of admission. The figures are just for a certain number of
disciplines at one level — the post-graduate level. And these
also relate to three residential halls where the admission-
seekers had their applications processed — Rokeya Hall, A F
Rahman Hall and Jagannath Hall These may just be a tip of the
iceberg. Yes, well, certain halls and departments may be more
vulnerable than perhaps but that hardly lessens the worry given
the size of the university. And, others to such a mischief if one
were to say that such faking of eligibility has been going on for
years across a broader spectrum of the labyrinth would he be
wide off the mark? Even if a dozen sneak through the set
procedures of admission and succeed in enrolling them as
students that would be a damaging enough setback to the
reputation of DU, let alone the eighty who have made the news.

Since the action against the students is based on 'proven’
grounds — as stated in the DU notice — the natural question
to follow from this is: What measure the university authority
simultaneously proposes to take against those who from inside
must have abetted in their illegal entries. Whether they are
zealous student party loyalists or employees or both they
must be made accountable for any such excess committed.

We are not assuming anything; but there is no denying the
fault line in the system the DU notice indirectly once again has
opened our eyes to. Those can be enough of a loophole for
outsiders to sneak in through, whether we want it or not.

Consumer Lobbying

How the consumers in Bangladesh find themselves at the re-
ceiving end has once again been brought to the fore by two
news items carried in this newspapers yesterday. One of the
reports shows the extent of consumer travail in economic
s mumhmmmmmhummthﬁﬁm
“receivi mbcneﬁsufthrmwﬂd’gimmﬂthmm
‘mwﬂmumﬁnnofﬂangh:ﬁhm an organisation
working for the protection of consumers' rights, estimates that
prices of essentials have recorded a rise of 14.86 per cent last
month compared to the corresponding month last year.

That is however the average rise in prices. During the last six
months items like vegetables and rice have registered a spi-
ralling price hike upto 34.02 and 25.63 per cent respectively.
The budgetary provision of tax relief this time should have
brought a down trend-in the prices of some of the goods of
daily use. But so far there is no reflection of the tax cut on the
price indices. Instead, in some cases, the prices are showing an
upward trend. The CAB has taken serious exception to the fact
that a section of traders are increasing prices "on one pretext
or the other". The finance minister too has no reason to savour
such a development in the market.

Now the question is how to ensure a fair deal to the con-
sumers? Even the budgetary benefits for the commonman are
robbed by a sellers' market. Both the government and the peo-
ple are cheated. In the face of such an organised market ma-
nipulation, the government and the common people need to
devise effective means to defend their interests. That the gov-
ernment's earlier decision to frame a consumers' rights law has
been deferred is unfortunate. It will be treated by the wicked
traders as a retraction by the government. Actually we not only
need such a strong law but also regular market monitoring and
" supervision to ensure that no item registers an arbitrary price
rise. Consumer lobby groups are needed to mount sustained
pressure to obviate the manipulative mechanism for raising
prices. Such groups have been working with tremendous suc-
cess in other countries. We must follow suit.

A Plea for Life

Committing suicide is the ultimate decision that a human
being ever takes. Behind each such case of refusing to live
there is a history — long or short. The reasons too are varied.
But when cases of suicide erupt in a particular locality, as in
this city last month, there are reasons to be particularly alarmed
than we usually should be. Well then, a month's or two's figure
should not necessarily set a pattern for us to rely upon. Still we
need to explain — as much as we can, why more people draw a
curtain on their lives at a certain period of time.

The astrologers are expected to refer to zodiac signs and
the position of constellations. That, to our mind, is not very
appealing. We need more cogent arguments to establish the
causes. And we are not always off targets. Given Dhaka city's
socio-economic make-up, a high incidence of suicides cannot
be something out of the ordinary. The co-existence of
shameless affluence and abject poverty has given rise to an
inner friction within society and the self. People are tempted
by the luxury goods and gadgets but fail to acquire the means
for their procurement. But some can and means notwithstand-
ing — fair or foul. This is enough reason for destroying the
mental and social peace.

. The number of frustrated young people is increasing, so is
that of the victims of wife-bashing. Together they make a
sizeable portion of Dhaka city's population. Not all of them
turn to be mastans or culprits of the worst variety. So a few of
them find life unbearable and may decide to bring a premature
end to it. Veu, of course, there are Romeos or Juliets but
today's version of the same name hardly ends his or her own
life. Rather they throw acids or stab their loved ones when
jilted. So we can leave such types out of our count. Better we
concentrate on the socio-economic factors and try to address

the severe unemployment problem. There is a great need for
reducing gaps between social classes.

IVING close up to events it is

difficult for us 10 stand back

from the transition and appre
ciate just how extraordinary a pro-
vess it has been. For a minority o
give up exclusive power and 10 begin
dismantling the cdifice that pro
tected its privileges is an uncommon
cvent in history. The conventional
wisdom. long propounded by Cass
andras, was that minorities never
gave up power without a fight, the
implication being that South Africa
was destined for civil war and the
spilling of blood on a colossal scale
before, finally. the majority would
triumph — and inherit a society that
had been reduced 10 rubble.

We had vielence, 1o be sure; the
economy Wwas beiny strangled: and ra-
cial polarization showed danger signs
of passing some kind of point of no
return. Somehow | the inevitable des
cent into war was averted, and out of
the wide divisions a tolerable com
promise was achieved

In giving ourselves a pat on the
back we should note several points:
South Africa’s transition reflected the
cvnical saying that "Men and nations
will act rationally once all other pos.
sibillities have been exhausted”. It
was madness for the National Party
to have believed even into the mid-
1980s that some form of neo-
apartheid could have provided a
durable basis for an accommodation:
it was madness for the ANC to have
believed that a state as strong as
South Africa could have been weak
ened, et alone defeated, by the puny
efforts of a guerrilla army.

The transition began when, in one
of those rare historical moments, the
leaderships of the two contending
forves recognised that neither would
win outright and that a negotiated
settlement was the only realistic
hope. It took leaders of the stature
of Mandela and de Klerk 1o pilot the
process through what was to be a
rouggh sea

It is unfashionable these days to
say anvthing in praise of FW de
Klerk's predecessor, but credit should
be given where it is due. The prelimi
naries that led to the initiation of the
negotiating process began in the mid-
1980s, presumably with Botha's
knowledge. It was Botha, too, who
knocked out the major ideological
props of apartheid and destroyed
some of its major institutions, like
the pass Liws.

Botha, alas. had neither the vision
nor the sagacity to take the next
step, and that is why South Africa was

South Africa: One Year Later

by Prof David Welsh

Nelson Mandela deserves every accolade he has received. He has been a walking symbol of
reconciliation and without his towering stature I am not at all sure that we would have made it
thwhﬂletmnuﬂonﬂl(mmwhntmhtm happened) easily as we have.

like a rudderiess ship for the last four
years of his administration. It is fas-
cinating 1o speculate whether, had he
ot been stricken with a stroke early
in 1989. he would have moved signifi
cantly or, as is more likely, have tried
to stand pat. At all events he was the
Gorbachev of South Africa.

The case of Mr de Klerk fascinates
me. | have been looking for modern
instances of political leaders who
have acted as boldly and sagaciously
as de Klerk. Of course, ﬂ:m
of leadership differ
Churchill, de Gaulle, Gorbachev, Fﬂl.
perhaps John F Kennedy (for his han-
dling of the Cuban missile crisis ), and
Sadat are some names who
deserve similar accolades, but each
operated in contexts and with re-
straints that were different from
those of de Klerk. Even so, there is an
inesca ranking of leaders, and
on that scale he must rank near the
[{'Il}-

Nelson Mandela deserves every
accolade he has received. He has
been a walking symbol of reconcilia-
I am not at all sure that we would have
made it through the transition as
( relative to what might have hap-

pened) easily as we have.
Another leader deserves praise.
Constand Viljoen for his decision to

: :rmmmhﬂrﬂnmw

substantially defusing the right-wing
threat, Heaven knows what might
have happened if, as was widely pre-
dicted, the right-wing had tried for
some UDI, seizing a large tract of ter-
ritory where Conservative Party-con-
trolled local authorities were in power
and then said, in effect, what are you
going 10 do about it? And what might
have happened if as many as 100,000
trained and disciplined men had
taken up arms in the name of counter-
revohution?

The right-wing as a threat to sta-
bility has been largely neutralized.
and those who are in Parliament under
the banner of the Freedom Front have
managed to create good working re-
lationships with the ANC, imitating

th:n-pkuﬂhcptmﬂchm
istry between Viljoen and Mandeta.
The achievements of the
year have mostly been in the of
the symbolic and in the critically im
portant area of reconciliatipn. With
the powerful exampile being set by
Mandela, the ANC has gone owt of its
way to avoid trim — or
crowing over its victory and lording it
Eﬂhlbﬂhﬂdhdﬁhp&
tentially powerful anti-white senti-
ments and has stuck to the principle
of non-racialism. it could have been
so easy for the ANC o inflame black
attitudes with an appeal 1o a kind of
counterracism. Almost ¢
mhuﬁmmﬂhhﬁ
Skovo who, however regrettable his
carfier views (which he recanted ) may
have been, played a role in preserving
the ANC's non-racial commitment
As | have argued before, "non-ra-
cialism” in the sense that racial con-
siderations disappear completely is a
utopian hope: no ether muiticul-
tural/ multiracial society has been able
t0 achieve this; but non-racialism as
the entrenchment of non-discrimina-
tory norms and an of in-
terracial tolerance is achievable.
Much remains io be done on the latier
score, but a2 hopeful start has been

made. It is astonishing to hear re-
ﬂﬂfmumeﬁmrufrtm
tween pillars of rural conservatism in
the farming community and ANC min-
isters, with the estimable premier
Patrick Lekota leading the way.

Tﬂitﬂmtiﬂrtma.inifflgik
plant for years, if not decades. It will
require careful nurturing and the
ﬂnidﬂlctt of measures that can en-
danger it. So many good qualities and
institutions in life take decades, even
hew &:yhymm eyt h"mmnh .

can easily be
destroyed in 2 month.

As far as the mercurial Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi is concerned,
the report must be mixed. It looks as
if the issue of international media-
tion may itself require mediation 1o

solve. Buthelezi is making bellicose
remarks, and the ANC is stoutly
asserting that it will not vield 1o
threats of coercion or black mail.
One never knows with Buthelezi: |
suspect now that his stated reasons
for participating in last year's elec-
thon were the real ones. namely tha
non-participation and the violence
that i y would have enswed.
would have been disastrous for the
CORMMTY .

Watching him on Agenda (27
April), he gave me the distinct im-
pression of not wanting 1o plunge the
country into a crisis. | befieve that he
has a strong sense of history that dis
inclines him to want to be remem
bered principally as the leader whose
tactics destroyed a promising start
to democracy. He may well believe
that his tactics in the run-up to last
year's elections brought him more
gains, in the form of amendments to
the draft interim Constitution and
the agreement on international medi
ation, than he would have obtained
by staying in the Multiparty Nego-
tiating Process and agreeing far
earfier to participate in the elections.
He may believe that brinkmanship
will bring similar dividends this time
round. My prediction is that a face-
saving formula will eventually be
found and that FW de Klerk may be
the broker. There are many reasons
for wanting Inkatha back in the
Constitutional Assembly: not the
least of these is that its withdrawal
gives the ANC a two-thirds majority
and thus enables it to write the final
constitution (subject to embodying
the 34 constitutional principles ). It is
not desirable for any single party to
have so big a say — as Mbeki
is prepared 0 acknowledge.

The down-side of our first year
has been in the matter of delivery.
The evidence of mass impatience has
been largely anecdotal and is not
supported by survey data. But there
are sufficient warning lights flashing
to make it clear to the Government
of National Unity that delivery must
begin to roll this year, or else tension

vl will ree

It was alwavys unfair o the new
government 1o expect instant deliv-
drh-u-rm

brokering transitional kocal adminis
trations have been immense under-
hated by the virtual collapse of ad-
ministration in parts of the old
Transkei. Bophuthatswana and else-
where.

That said. the time for defivery 10
start is now. No-one. even the most
impatient. can reasonably expect
owernight change- but they can — and
do — expect visible movement:
people accept the principle of a
guene, but only if the quene moves.
There is no inherent reason why it
should not begin to move.

Longer-term problems are abun-
dant and some of them are likely 10
prove intractable. | focus on three in-
terrelated issues in the second half of
this report: urbanisation. population
growth amnd the growth of
(tec hnically | illegal immagrants from
neighbouring states. Roughly 750,000
people migrate to the towns and ci-
and Indian communities have
peaked as far as wrbanization is con-
cerned, and the Coloured
is not far behind. Although com-
pletely reliable figures for Afiricans are
not available, it would be a fair esti-
mate to reckon that roughly 50 per
cent of the African is wr-
ban, and that the expected
of urban populations will come
(90 per cent phus ) from continuing re-
ral-urban African migration and
growth generated by existing urban
populations. To this one has o add
foreign migrants. estimated to num-
ber between one-and-a-half and as
high as four million — again_the fig-
ures are imprecise because officials
simply do not know. Neither electri-
fied fences nor efforts 1o re
them have much hope of success. The
problem will have to be addressed in
a regional context.

Population growth rates have

come down quite significantly; for
k-ﬁuﬂslhlﬂb

replacement levek: the figure for
[Mﬂhhm_ﬂhi

m that; for urban

figure is 2.3 per cent,
Mﬂq*hthcbpﬂd

on population growth.
hrﬂhhhiw
cantly higher. The average rural
African woman bears over five chil
dren on average. this figure
( 1989) may be coming Owerall,
for the entire population the figure is
L3 per cent, which exceeds eco-
nomic growth rates for the past few

could reduce the population growth
rate by 0.5 1o 0.7 per cent.

| will sary ing about the con-
ventional ways of addressing these is

ganda and cxhortation appear to
have achieved little. The decision 10
have singaller families & n general a i
rect conseguence of recognizing the
economi costs of large families; and
safe sex’ is probably promoted
most cffectively when people are in-
volved 1n networks that dram in the
message abowt the dangers of infec

tion, and when. tragically. the
demonstration cffect of secing peo-
ple in your community die of a werri-
ble wasting discase takes hold.

A less conventional way of
addressing these issues is 10 view
them through the prism of the status
of women. If one has come
through clearly in our times — here
and globally — s it that the gender
revolution is permanent’ Apart form
the clementary question of justice,

rtpmductm power they become
critical agents in the drive to reduce
population growth and. perhaps, to
limit the spread of HIV. On the
whaole. the evidence from Third World
countrics suggests that development
progects managed by women have a
better chance of success than those
managed by men. Women also sta-
bilise communities and, in general,
ire more peace-oriented than men.

(To be concluded tomorrow)
The author is Professor of Sout-

hern African Studies, Uniucrl-
ity of Cape Town.

Emigration Syndrome Grips Bangladeshis : Bane or Boon?

by Md Asadullah Khan

Paradoxically, the prospect for Bangladeshi emigrants, despite the fact they are quite talented and hard-
working, looks very grim. The Consular Office of the US, of late, is trying to discourage
the prospective applicants in all possible ways.

T HE specire of joblessness,
uncertainty and bleak future in
the country oo like a thund-
erhead on the horizon fraught with
desperation. The frantic search for
job outside the country continues un-
abated. Restaurants, {Imﬂm-g FOOMS,
small get-together partt:-., Clubs buzz
with excited talk of emigration.
Tired of the vears of econoguic
privation, lack of means to make 2
living at home and frustrating envi-
ronments in the country, millions of
Bangladeshis are lining up at foreign
consulates, manpower agencies —
fake or real — for job outside and
often, if possible, to flee the country
for good. This emigration syndrome,
unlike in the past, is not limited to in-
tellectuals alone. Everyone in the
country, even in the remotest village,
is engaged in a hot pursuit for a spon-
sor-certificate from relations or
friends staying, say. in the US as a
permanent citizen that entitles him
for an interview at an inflated fec of
$200 per person. This trend of mas-
sive emigration must be viewed with
increasing concern for this country,
which is making strenuous effort to
chart vut a place on the world map
For this fledgling democracy, it
means an exodus of talents, brain-
drain and a loss of productive labour
force and thus weake of the re-
form measures and viability of the
nation — economic and intellectual,
Small wonder, people haunted by
despair, disillusionment, deprivation,
poverty and social cataclysm, want
to flee the country. But did we ever
think of the colossal loss of brain-
power, and productive entrepreneurs
this country will be facing because of
ﬂmcxndusofawbmut?ﬂuthfm

always welcome guests in the coun-
tries like the US, Germany, South Ko-
rea, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Emirates,
Iran and far up to Australia. For many
countries, it stirs fears of unemploy

such an exodus might bring to their
nut-so-vibrant econo-mies. In recent
Uaes, many Eumpean countries have

tightened their immigration proce-
dures by imposing exorbitant fees for

visa application with no guarantee

nist exodus has given a jolt to many
affluent western countries. Given the
limitations of resources, even the US,
mainly the place where most of the
emigres want to go, can hardly absorb
all these people trying to go there. Es-

timates for emigration figures for
1992 and onward from Russia only

ranged between 6,00,000 and
800,000. Russians themselves joke
with a bitter irony, "This is not an
emigration, this is evacuation".
Despite the fact that the number is
very big, these people from East
European countries and Russia will
not be unwelcome in either Germany
or the US, because they are educated,
technically knowledgeable, disci-
plined and not coloured, the last at-
tribute being counted as a high plus

t.

Paradoxically, the prospect for
Bangladeshi emigrants, despite the
fact they are quite talented and hard-
working, looks very grim. The Con-
sular Dfﬁo:uflhellﬁ,nfl:tt,islr?-
ing to discourage the prospective
applicants in all possible ways. But
still most are making re-
lentless efforts to leave the country in
search of a better living and better
education for their children. Many of
these people have even failed to
make ends meet with second jobs
after their regular work either in a of-
ﬂccuraﬂm}hrd*pmdh}'iﬂb
lessness, and im
mmhﬂﬁgmwm

such as hired _nmandwhr

But all these ‘trades’ bring about
only temporary gains and people in
side the country are restive. It is
common knowledge that every
country has its rich and poor classes.
But in Bangla-desh the gap between
them is espec-ially big and is yawning.
No wonder, the richest, about 10 per
cent, of families enjoy a life-style
that is highly extra-vagant but, on the
other side, is an enormous group, so
to say about 90 pcn:mtﬂl’ll:pupu
lation, approaching the despair of
Sub-Saharan Africa. But how the situ-
ation could come to such a sorry

ass? Perversely, of course, the rich

ve helped the eco-
tics as sending their money to safe
havens abroad and ing taxes

that could help ease domestic
deficits.

Joblessness and lack of economic
activities have bred endemic poverty
in the country. In some places, the
rich and societies exist cheek
by jowl. The facade of hux-
ury apartment houses in some areas
of the country appear in our view
while the other group lives amid the
stench of urine in the narrow rain-rut-

ted streets close to these villas. Most
worrisome to doctors is the
widespread malnutrition which is
producing a generation of stunted ci-
tizens. now embraces even
those with skills and jobs simply be-
cause the value of money has shrunk.
The difference between this class of
E:eo]:;lc and the other is that they

rich) have money that reproduces.

ping the country, the brain drain will
aggravate the shartage of skilled per-
sonnel needed at different tiers of
the administration. A receni survey of
Computer professionals found that
almost all of them plan to leave. The
choice for the would-be emigrants is
the US because of the high prospect
of employment opportunities there
and not so harsher racial tensions that
prove to be a sort of deterrents in
other countries. Asian countries on
the other hand do not offer an artrac-
tive alternative. Singapore and Japan
discourage immigration. Taiwan,
Australia, Canada & the US welcome
only Hong Kong's immigrants who
have financial expertise mostly in the
35 to 45 age group with manufactur-
mgarlilnllmgbﬂ:‘kgrmmdmﬂhm
money to invest. Viewed in this re-
spect, Bangladeshi immigrants are no
wdmurp.mmere rather a liabil-
ity for those countries.

Even with money and skills, start-
ing life over a new country is not easy.
Differences in the systems and loss of
connections in an alien country have
proved to be a serious handicap.
Despite all these deterrents people re-
gardless of age are making relentless
efforts to be in the US with a keen re-
solve to make good in their adopted
land. It is the "American dream” that
haunts them all the time.

The final destination of all these
emigres differs from profession to
profession, although most scientists
and engineers prefer to settle in the
US. Even in the most optimistic sce-
nario, the US and western Europe will
not be able to absarb all the future
emigrants. Most Bangladeshis as
such, are expressing their interest in
such regions as Australia, New
Zealand, and other Latin American

ment and social disturbances that  vigour are taking up any job, even With such a migration fever gripr  countries., One can also expect that
DlStI'lCt quota in Bangladesh, the saume argument is  the authorities of the concerned in-  spurious. inflated and irregular bills o
Sir, | disagree with the views of  applicable to many areas and dis- stitutions keep on importuning for  the honest consumers who allegedhy
‘Analyst’ on doing away with quota  tricts of the country. high grades whereas countries like US,  did not 'satisfy’ them.
system, published in your issue of The 'Analyst' argues that district UK etc are accepting students even In Uttara Model Town we have
29th June, 1995, _ (uota has lost its old meaning in view  with lower grades compared to ours.  been paying electric bills under self-
Quota system was "“md‘[“‘fd 10 of the increase of the number of diss  Therefore, most of the students are  billing system regularly. But a few
ensure equitable representation of e from 21 to 64. This problemcan  preferring foreign educational insti-  days back the DESA officials have in-
different areas of the country inthe  pe golved by fixing quota for the ar-  tutions. Huge amount of foreign cur-  formed us that the self billing system
services. The then East Pakistan was 55 comprising the old districts such  rency is also going out of the country. s being withdrawn and computerized
the main beneficiary of the system. 5 oreqrer Dinajpur, greater Bogra or Some of our parents can't afford  system is being introduced for billing
Now a completely different argument  greqer Faridpur. this. With no alternative some of the  purpose.
iﬁm“ﬂmfl“‘df“rﬂ*mam However, | subscribe to the views  students are still keen to study here The question is: the computer
now constituting Bangladesh. of the 'Analyst' that there should be  but they face obstructions as stated  does not work by itself. It will be fed
While the ‘Analyst argues for abo- 4 freedom fighters' quota since  above. This must be removed to fa- by the same category of officials of
lition of district quota for the sake  there are no more freedom fighters of  cilitate prosecution of their stadies  DESA, and again spurious and in-
of merit, at the same time he advo-  ¢jjgible age after 25 years of inde-  in the country. flated bills may start coming!
cates raising of women's quota from pendence. Many of the students after taking The electricity consumers of Ut
existing 15 per cent to 30 per cent. I, therefore, urge our Cabinetand  degrees are going abroad and so 2 tara Model Town are, therefore,
That seems to be a paradox. Itisonly  ¢he parfiament to fix the merit quota  part of our talent is lost to the coun-  alarmed at the DESA's move o with-
fair that all rEas of the country 4 4o more than 20 per cent and the  try. Does the government want all this  draw self-billing system. This move
should have equitable representation g 80 per cent on regional basis for talent to keep on leaving the country?  seems to be ill-conceived and
in services for smooth national inte- e oJd districts. Of course not. And that's why also the  counter-productive, if not ill-inten-
At the moment we find the domi Sﬂldlﬂmm:lﬂlmdhury mmmm thﬁ
nation of three/four districts in the ~ Dhaka Cantt.. Dhaka Fuisal POpOSEE Eymicen ey give
| 2 : rise 10 more corruption and result in a
services. And this tendency is perpet: : - An Advanced level student
Enghah medium Dhakn bigger system loss as the so-called
F praciamlly fecl diad gueta 57 tudent corrupt meter-readers/inspectors
tem in Pakistan time was fair and Sir, | would like to draw your at- Self-billing system mwmwﬂm{id:
just. In that system merit quota was tention towards some of the stodents Sir, Years back self billing system Iumaun:: i“,l EREIRE O My
20 per cent and the rest was regional  from EngliSh medium schools who  was introduced in Dhaka region by ¥ We m:mtht!lli'ﬁﬁmdihu
quota. In the interest of justice and  after passing ‘0" and ‘A’ levels sec the PDB to provide refief to the con ¢ ::c:m Ay
fairplay we should revert to that. their future bleak. sumers of electricity against constant ' s e '
If the 'Analyst’ pleads for raising After finishing the course the st harassment and often blackmailing f'"""‘““";"m g e
of women's quota on the ground that  dents endeavour to get admission in by corrupt meter-readers/ inspectons.

deprivation of women is very severe

local educational institutions. But

some PDE meter readers used 10 give

A retired Joint Secretary

ﬂtuilmhcmmuiﬁnfgm

Nﬁ wnnd:r, the cost of these

- massive exodus of talented scien-

tists, engineers, educationists, doc-
will be very high. Without a shadow
of doubt, it will have a tell-tale effect
on the economic and educational de-
velopment of the country because of
a massive short-fall of expert work-
force. Despite the fact that this exo-
dus of talents from our country will
have a devastating impact on our
economy and scientific research, its
positive side can hardly be dis-
counted. The new emigrants will con-
tribute immensely to the economic
growth, technical progress and cul-
tural development of the host coun-
tries. As some projections indicate,
hﬁ;hf mdf of 2000, there will be a
shortage of some 400,000 engineers
and researchers in the US and about
27,000 Ph.D's. In such a scenario, the

inflow of graduate engineers from
such countries as Bangladesh, India,
Sri Lanka and Pakistan will add to the
wealth of that country.

Although the possibility is quite
remote, we can expect against all
odds that this emigration syndrome
nughxsnmcdaymhcrinmmui

for our country. The initial
itive: will be that the remit-
tances of these emigres from abroad
will help to support the and
the economy back home in the most
turbulent period we are now passing
forms roots in the country,
many of the will themselves
came back home after a period of
stay in the west, bringing
them expertise, new skills, money and
knowledge. This treasure of knowl-
edge that they will carry may help en-
rich the faltering economy of the
country.

Like Italians in the 60's and
Koreans in the 70's they will use capi-
tal and experience gained abroad to
re-vitalise the economy, establish
new business and trades at home as
well as help in re-structuring the edu-
cational of schools, col
leges and universities within the
country after the model of the stan-
dard colleges and universities abroad:
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HENEVER I have nothing to do | think of ways to improve the legal
system in this country. This does not mean that it needs much
mproving, but a teenie-weenie bit wouldn't burt.

If I have learned one thing from the O ] Simpson trial, it isllmasmmas
they get in the courtroom lawyers never seem to be able to find the pl:t‘f

paper they are looking

for. I have come to the conclusion that the length
trial could be cut in half if basketball rules were

Wmmmm
possession of

In pro basketball a team has to shoot in 24 seconds or lose

ball to the opposing side. This has speeded
‘freezing the ball” when they are ahead.

players from '

upthcmaudpmtcdt}m

If applied to legal proceedings, lawyers on both sides would have only 24

seconds to locate a document.

If they couldn't do it. they would be penalized and the judge wouid hoid

them in contempt of court.
By im

posing this kind of regulation lawyers would no longer be able w pre-

tend that thev don't know where a piece of paper is, nor could they claim that

they have no idea what they're looking for.

One of the strategies frequently used by lawvyers is to bring out a 500-page
loose-leaf notebook and start fumbling through it as if they have just seen it
for the first time. While all eyes are on them, they suddenly find what they want

and slam-dunk it in the witness' face.

If the 24-second rule is adopted, attorneys will either have to shoot or
dribble, which is all most of them do anyway.

Another idea | had for the improvement of the profession comes from ice
hockey. If a lawyer is guilty of calling the other lawyer some terrible name, the
offending counsel would be sent to the penalty box and forced to sit out the
yuestioning of the next two witnesses, thus putting his side in a scorcless situa

o,

Sports are far better policed than the begal profession, and the players

Lk

the rules very seriously since they will be booted out if they don't obey the

regulations, This is not true of the legal

profession. which, thanks w the Simp

son case, is now considered a contact sport — anything goes as long as the

judge is not looking,

| have one more suggestion o solve the gridiock in our courts. The debate

rages over the welfare system,

e solution is for welfare recipients o serve jury duty in onder o qualify

for benefits.

Mose with more than 12 children will be sequestered during the length of
the trial, and welfare jurors will be permitied 0 negotiate their own book con

tracts with publishers

| nlike the Simpson trial. people on welfare will have 10 stay to the very
end. even if Judge o doesn like the way they look at other jurors.

These are only a few humbile solutions on how © mprove our judicial sys
tem. They would make for a smoother. fairer legal system and give the (NN

fans at home something 10 root for,
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