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NEWS BRIEFS

PM shocked at
Fukuda's death

Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia has expressed deep shock at the
death of former Japanese Prime
Minister Takeo Fukuda. In 2 message
to the Japanese Prime Minister
Tﬂcﬁwm:{hm
Fukuda was a great friend of

and its people. She also
conveyed her sympathy to the be-
remved famihy members and prayed
for salvation of the departed soul.

reports LNEB.

Hasina condoles
deaths
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday cxpressed decp
shock at the sad demise of former
Japanese Premiser Takeo Fukunda In 2
message. she recalled the si
contribution of Fukuda in rebuilding
his country's economy. kn a separate
message. the Awami League Chicf
also expressed shock at the death of
Justice Ansar Ali. She said country’s
judiciary has lost 2 learned Judge a
the sudden death of Ansar Al reports
L'NB.

Four electrocuted
in Sherpur
From Our
Correspondent

SHERPUR. July 6: Four people
were electrocuted at Tookerchar un
der Metandah thana vesterday .

They were elecirocuted when an
electric poke suddenly fell on them
mead on the fishing boat. The victims
were identified as Kuruno (30),

Muzammel ( 35). Zafurul 25 and
Haoidal ( 20).

27 Rohingyas
From Our
Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, July 6: Twenry
scven members of five Rohingya
families returned w0 Myanmar wday. |
With this the number of Rohingya

refugecs so far repat

riated to their |
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Presidential reference

SC to hear 8 top law

experts July 16

The Appellate Division of the
me Court yesterday named
qrmmummhﬂuﬂ
in the reference made by
President regarding the mnlinucd
absence of the MPs and the vacation
of seats.

The full bench chaired by Chief
Justice ATM Afzal also fixed July 16 as
the date of hearing which would
continue without adjournment.

The Court decided to notify the
President of the Supreme Court Bar
Association; Dr Kamal Hossain,
Barrister Ishtiaq Ahmed, Barrister
Rafiqul Huq, Khandaker Mahbub
Uddin Ahmed and S R Pal to give
their views on the points mentioned
in the reference.

Barrister Asrarul Hossain, who has
been a ted by the Government

General Aminul Hug would also be
heard by the court.

y for this case and Attorney

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman Biswas
made the reference on Tuesday ask-
ing for interpretation on four points
relating to the vacation of seats of
parliament sessions for over 90

The first ever Presidential refer-
ence to the Supreme Court came after
more than 140 opposition MPs of
this Fifth Parliathent crossed the 90-
day constitutional limit on absence
on June 19. Earlier, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia advised the
President to make such reference.

Appearing before the court yes-
terday, Attorney-General Aminul Hug
said that the government had ap-
pointed Barrister Asrarul Hossain to
this special case. The AG, who was
notified on Wednesday to appear
before the court for directions. also
expressed his opinion about the pro-
cedure of the reference case.

A group of curious people and

reporters from different Dhlﬁ
dailies thronged the court in the

morning to witness the procedure of

first ever reference case of the coun-

After brief hearing, the Chief

Justice said that court is not the

place to settle political disputes and
is not interested to hear the parties.
The court would do nothing about
the Parliament and would just exam-
ine the legal aspects relating to con-
tinued bovcott of the lawmakers, re-
ferred to by the President.

At this stage, Barrister Hossain
said it is the discretion of the court
to hear or not to hear any party.

Determining the procedure, the
Chief Justice said the court would

accord the highest priority to expe-

ditivuslv scttle the matter.
the full bench of the Appellate
Division comprises five judges
Sec Page 1200l 7
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delays Biman
flight at Delhi

Star Report

A bomb threat delayed a
Bangladesh Biman flight for around
six and a half hours yesterday at the
Delhi airport.

An intensive search by an anti-
bomb squad however, did not find

any bomb or explosives on board the |

DC-10 aircraft.

The plane which landed early in
the morning at the Delhi airport
reached Dhaka with all its passengers
at 1.55 pm.

The captain of the flight — BG
012 — was instructed by the Delhi
airport control tower to taxi the
plane into a special area and disem-
bark all the passengers after it landed
on its scheduled stop, according to
SOUICEs.

The flight from New York was on
it way to Dhaka via Amsterdam,
Dubai and Delhi. The Delhi control
tower told the pilot that it had been
alerted by Dubai authorities that a
bomb had been planted in the air-
craft. It could not be ascertained
immediately who gave the threat or
how it was conveyed.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Ershad gets 3 -year
jail in boat
purchase case

A Special Judge's court yesterday
sentenced former President Hussain
Muhammad Ershad to three years'
simple imprisonment on charges of
corruption and abuse of power, re
ports UNB.

The court found him guilty of
criminal misconduct in the purchase
of Japanese relief boats in 1988.

Additional Sessions and District
Judge Jinat Ara also imposed a fine of
Taka 10,000 on Ershad and, in defaunlt
he will have to suffer another four
months of imprisonment.

The judge read out her 67-page
verdict in the court adjacent to the
Dhaka Central Jail where Ershad has
been confined since April 1991

The court, however, acquitted K
Inoyama, a Japanese national, who
was the lone co-accused in the case.
Inoyama was the senior executive of
Marubeni Corporation, a Japanese
multinational company, involved in
the boat deal.

The former president, already
convicted in two other cases of cor-
ruption and sentenced to ten years'

imprisonment, a pptmdshglﬁwﬂ

turbed after hearing the judgement in
the case in which he was the principal
acoused.

Clad in an off-white full-sleeve sa-

fari suit, Ershad told newsmen in the |

court that he would appeal against

H M Ershad

HS( examinees at a city centre on the first day of the examinations vesterday. —Star phnt,ui

973 expelled on first
day of HSC exams

At least 973 examinees were ex-
pelied on the first day of the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) Exami-
nations that began yesterday under
the country’'s four education boards,
reports UNB.

This vear. 4.98.391 students regis-
wred for appearing at the examina-
tions in 811 centres, including six
abroad.

The Dhaka Board sources said

| 404 candidates were expelled for
| adopting unfairmeans on the first day

 of examination on Bengali 1st paper.

. Of them. 2 were from the city, one

from Narayanganj, 74 from Gazipur,
24 from Narsingdi, 7 from Munshi-
ganj, 47 from Manikganj, 35 from
Tangail. 55 from Mymensingh, 24
from Jamalpur. 42 from Netrakona,

W from Sherpur, 8 from Shariatpur, 9
Principal assaulted
for admit cards
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 6 One hundred and
sixtyfive HSC candidates of the
Janata College of Dumki thana of
Patuakhali district could not appear
at the examination today as they did
not get their admit cards.

Witnesses and police said, the
angry students brought out a proces
sion in the moming and ransacked the
office of the They also
manhandied the

The students also put up barri-
cﬂnn-ti:Wmld

the communication for
about three hours.
to sources, two of the
23 lllhﬂsni’ththl-h(nler
uihrhd{:l!&h':hnﬂﬂ
ﬁh“cﬂ#

from Faridpur, 6 from Gopalgan;,
from Rajbari and 37 from M.Ih'l'pw'
Rajshahi Board sources said ex-
amination was held in dif-
ferent centres under the board. As
many as 482 candidates were ex-

Three of them were from Rajshahi |

sadar, 10 from Natore, 34 from Cha
painawabganij, 32 from Naogaon, 9
from Pabna, 6 from Lalmonirhat, 74
from Bogra, 38 from Gaibandha, 82
from Rangpur, one was from Siraj-
ganj, 43 from Kurigram, 49 from Nil-
phaman. and 104 from Dinajpur
Jessore Board ex
students. Arcawise breakup is as fol
lows: Jessore 1, Barguna 3, Pirojpur 5,
Barisal 1, Khulna 2. Kushtia 30,

Jhenidah 3, Magura 5 and Narail 1.

( omilla Board sources said 37 ex-
aminees were expelled from different
exam centres of the board: 14 from
Counilla sadar 10 from Brahmanbaria,
10 from Feni and 3 from Chittagong,

Under Dhaka Board, about |
ar at |

1.70.217 stmdents were 1o a
the e xamination in 200 centres, in-

cluding six overseas. The number of |

examinees in other boards are:
Comilla 1.15.399 in 203 centres, Ra-
shahi 115,034 in 223 centres and Jes
sore 97958 in 185 contres.

(M the total. 75800 male and
19.599 female were o sit for the

exam under Comilla Board while |

80, 108 male and 34.926 female under
Rajshahi Board and 66,483 male and
$1.475 female wnder the Jessore
Board.

Fducation Minisier Jamiruddin
sircar along with the Chairman of the
Dhaka Education Board visited
Dhaka College and Bden (irds Univer-
sity College centres.

leks wn;h MQMI put bd(,l( to Sunddz

AT "
R TR ; g

pelied some 50 |

Two top CU
officials
dismissed

CHITTAGONG, July 6: Two top
ﬂﬂ'lruls of the Chittagong Univer-

sity, including the Controller of Exam:-
mm:lnm were today dismissed from
service for their involvement in an ex-
amination scandal, reports UNB.

Campus sources said the univer-
sity authorities also took punitive
action four teachers of the
Philosophy Department for the same
allegation.

The university Syndicate took the
action against the accused at a
meeting with Vice Chancellor Rafiqul
Islam Chowdhury in the chair today.

The Syndicate dismissed the Con-
troller of Examinations GM Latif Khan
and senior examination official Ab-
dus Sattar afier the allegation of

See Page 12 Col 1
20 mid-level
towns to be

developed

By stall Con r'l-hIHlIItiE.'ﬂt
Ihe government has taken up a

| project to develop 20 mid-level

towns in the country with financial
assistance of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). the Jativa Sangsad was
informed yesterday .

Replying to a guestion by Begum
Rawshan Ara Hena, Deputy Minister
for LGRD and Cooperatives Abdul
Hye said that under the project, 20
wwns. nClading the Barisal divisional

uarters and Munshiganj and
sharishabari towns, would ht devel
oped by improving infrastructure and
CIVIC amenities.
Ihe government has no plan to
~ hﬂr 12 (d 1

Fierce crackdown on militants

KARACHI. July 6: In a fierce
crackdown on ethnk mdlitants secu
rity forces cordoncd off the eastern
district of the city wday. leaving
hundreds of thowusands of resadents
trapped in their homes withow food
or water, report AP, AFP.

Vultures picked at rotting bodies
| strewn on the sircets of the

Hnpover
’ nhﬂ! arca of Karachi, Pakistan s

lill‘.:ﬁrh and commercial center,
where security forces bartled with
rebelds.

Meanwhile  muc b awased talks
hetween the government and cthn
Mohajir Qaumi Movement ( MOM ) on
resolving the Warachs (rises have been
. put back o Sunday.

\imuad Dehivi. and Shelkh Linguat.

homeland stands at 1.92,494. Some  key negotiators of the five-member
58,393 refugees staying in cight = MOM icam, arrived here today from

camps here are now waiting for their
a0 retarn hoone.

1

London for what the party ermed a
‘preliminary round of talks with

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto s side
o be led by Law Minister UD Khanin
Tk caniad on Sunda

“When we sit for talks, we will
assess the attitude of the
and will iry w0 probe what exactly it
demands from us sasd Dehivi who s
atso 2 member of the MOM advisory
bamL

M meeting, carkier s hoeduled for
today. was put off due 10 a delay in
the parr's return W Pakistan.

Dehibvi said the MOM would pre
st s 18-pomt charter of demands

Today, at icast 13 pec
killed and 20 wounded in the third

dary oo Figghuting wn Korang 2 large dis
trict of 500000 people. most of them

tactory workers and labourers. Police
said the death 10l was expected w
climb as fighting raged late into the
EVETINE

Two other people were killed by
snipers and stray bullets in different
parts of this sprawling port city.

In Korangi. crows and vultures
picked at corpses that lay in the
street as lemperatures surpassed 32
degrees centigrade . acconding to res
idents reached by wlephone. Most of
the dead were young men or teen-age
bovs.

More thas 1 000 police and
paramilitary troops surrounded the
district. closing off all routes in and
out. Residents said anvone who en
sered the arca was shot on sight.

The fining is so intense that no-
body can go owt. Bullets are flying in
all direcuons. 45 year-old gbal Khan

See Page 1200l 8

Flood situation deteriorates

Continued rise in water levels of
all major rivers further worsened the
flood situation in the affected dis-
tricts and more people were ma-
rooned as fresh areas went under wa-

| ter yesterday.

Onrush of waters from hilly re-
gions across the border and heavy

| rainfall over the last two days made
. lives of lakhs of people miserable.
. Thousands of acres of crop lands

were inundated and many-houses
were washed away.

Fresh areas in various thanas of
Sherpur, Gaibandha and Netrokona
districts were inundated by the flood
waters and roads and dams at many
places were badly damaged, accord-

| ing to reports received from our cor-

sespondents from the flood-hit areas.

“ 1n Sherpur onc woman -— Kabutar

Ht-{..: BN, antess oo nd haly Su-
rui — drowned 1in flood waters while

| over one lakh people were affected,
lrm'h'h:llfufﬂ-'mnmrmd.

By Reaz Ahmad and

Masud Arif

Experts said yesterday that it
would be to foresee a ‘B8
like flood condition this time. But
they did not outright reject a possi-
bility cither.

The country is poised to undergo
added flood vulnerability as the rain
shifted from the southern o
wards the northern by the e of
a very active monsoon, they said.

"Monsoonic rainfall began to
concentrate in the northern half of
the country from w;m
tion, migratory water from illy
areas across the border is contribut-
ing to the saturation of major rivers

See Page 12Col 1

Just a number
of jets could

do, but ...

( AIRQ), July 6: President Hosni
Mubarak has dismissed Sudanese
threats 1o tamper with the Nile River
and boasted that Egypt could, if it
wanted . quickly put an end t the
sudancse regine, reports AP,

1 do not want a war with Sudan,"
Mubarak told Kuwait's Al- Watan
MEWSPApCT in an inerview
today. "All that would be needed are
a number of planes from here, and
they will put an end to everything
But the size of hurt and damage will
ot e simall "

AFP adds: Sudan would be
flooded if it carried out a threat o
hold back the waters of the river Nile
See Page 12 (0l B

Hl ~pde pit= o 1h{ unuhh-d korangi district of south Karachi leaving for a safer part of the |
city vesterday Many families are relocating to avoid the continuous fighting between

security forces and militants

By Staff Correspondent

Sherpur-Jamalpur and Dhaka-Sh-
erpur roads were damaged at several
puints. Besides, a flood
embankment and 11 bridges and cul
verts were washed away.

Our Gaibandha correspondent
reports that 31 unions in four thanas
in the district were inundated afresh
while the district town itself went un-
der hnet:m;: water inces-
sant rainfall since Wednesday.

Over one lakh people were ma-
rooned in the district and 17 roads
were badly damaged. The rivers
Brahmaputra and Ghagot were flow-
ing above their danger marks.

Due to a strong current and ero-
sion at Bahadurabad ghat, a Dinajpur
bound train — Ekota Express—
reached Gaibandha seven hours be-
hind schedule. An HSC Fxamination

cenire at Phoelchhar Cellege.was

shifted to g nearby primary school as

the college compound went under

flood water.

More areas in Netrakona town
were submerged yesterday following
onrush of water from the Garo hills in
India. Over 5,000 thatched houses
and a number of roads, bridges and
culverts were damaged.

standing crops on 21,000 hectres
of land went under water in the dis-
trict where over 10 lakh people were
affected.

Our Staff Correspondent from
Svlhet adds: Rains and onrush of
flood waters from the upper stream
continued in Sylhet and Sunamgani
districts for the third day vesterday,
worsening the flood situation in four
thanas. The river Surma was flowing
49 cm above the danger mark at
Kanaighat and 34 cm above near
Sunamganj town. However, it was

flowing 3 cm below danger level in |

svifset town. 62 oun rainfall wa
recorded in Syvibet during the 30 hours
ending at 6 pm yesterday.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Infight sapping JP

comeback in Ctg

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, July 0: Internal
feud in the Chittagong chapter of
Jatiya Party has been crippling its
activity here ever since the ousting of
Ershad government in the face of
popular movement of 1990. Most of
the JP leaders here went into hiberna-
tion after the fall of their government
and when they somehow surfaced by
and by thev did less than half a will
and that o covered all the way by
internecine conflict.

1P leadership in the port city suf-
fered a straight division following a
fatl-out between former mayor Mah-
wwdul Islam Chowdhury and former
MP of Kotwali constituency, Harun
Khan, Parny insiders say Mahmudul Is-
kun's slippery and changing stand on

JP's protest march
In City tomorrow

Jativa Party acting chairman
Mizanur Rahman (howdhury vester.
day condemned the killing of a
Chhatra Samaj activist, saying
Swapan was killed for lack of security
and negligence of the government,
reports LNB.

A\t a press conference at his
Gulshan residence yesterday he also
announced an action in-
cluding a protest march from the
National Press Club tomorrow.

Swapan Kumar Ghosh, a JP ac-
tivist, was hacked to death on  July §
while the motorcade of JP leaders
and workers came under attack from
unknown assailants at Mymensingh
own

jalha Party leaders and workers

&ul'lrl.HnH

many an issue angered most of its
party workers and supporters here
leading to a division. To compound
his unhelping role Mahmudul Islam
contested in the '91 general elections
from his home constituency Ban-
skhali as an independent candidate
rather than carryving the Jatiya Party
banner got 4 miserable defeat.

Later on when Jativa Party some-
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what recovered it, old ground, Islam |

reappeared as president of the city
committee along with Jahangir Alam
as its general secretary overriding
protests from the Harun Khan group.

Harun Khan who is a vice-presi-
dent on the Islam committee, how-
ever, continued calling himselt, as ac-
cepted by his group, as the president
of the committee.

Abu Naser Choudhury told The
Daily star that JP activity in Chit
tagong port city was badly affected
by leadership crisis and internal fend

The feuding groups then started
holding scparate meetings and rallies
and once they even came to a violent
Clash during a meeting held last year
at JM Sen Hall

I central leaders. on several o
casions, tried 1o heal the fissure but
failed as Harun Khan group, backed
by two former local ministers, Anisul
Iskan Mahmud and Ziauddin Ahmed
Bablu, refused to accept Mahmudul
Iskam's keadership n the city.

Meanwhile, as Harun Khan is now
indisposed, his supporters are re-
portedly trying to float new city
committee of JP here with two

former deputy mayors of Chittagong

city o Abu Naser Chowd-
hury, and Dostagir Chowdhury re-
See Page 12 Col 3

Announc Eﬂlﬂlﬂ_}-l

Today we carry a 4-page (pages
5, 0, 7 and 8) special supplement on
SAVE DHAKA consisting of the
transcript of the Roundtable held
on June 8, '95. For this reason our
Weekend Magazine will consist ﬂf
four pages only.

Constltutlonﬂl
vacuum
won’t be

allowed: PM

Primw Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia reminded that present
crisis could only be settled within the
ambit of the Constitution and said
the government would not allow con-
stitutional vacuum in the country on
any plea. reports UNB.

"We cannot allow any constitu-
tional vacuum in the country” on the
unreasonable and undemocratic pleas
of the Opposition, she said while
talking to newly elected members of
the Editors' Council at 30 Hare Road
last night.

The Prime Minister said the next
general elections would be held on
schedule, but did not say when it is

ing o be held.

Asked if the Opposition does
not join election without a caretaker

See Page 12Col 5

“7km long queue

of vehicles
at Aricha

MANIKGAN], July 6: Hundreds of
trucks and inter-district coaches with
thousands of passengers remained
stranded at Aricha, Nagarbari and
Daulatdia ferry terminals today as the
movement of vehicles became almost
standstill due to traffic jam, reports
UNB.

The traffic control system at
Aricha was totally collapsed due to a
seven-kilometre long queue of vehi-
cles and haphazard parking, causing
difficulties in loading and
el unloading

According to official sources,
about 1,800 vehicles, including 600
coaches with atleast 30,000

were waiting at the three termi-
nals for their turn round to ferries,

The coaches which reached at

| Aricha Weanesds ﬂight. 01 thelr

ferries on Thursday moming,

However, all the ferries of BIWTA
were in , which usually take
2,500 vehicles everyday between
Aricha-Nagarbari and Aricha-Daulat-
dia routes. About 4.000 vehicles reach
to the three ghats daily.

3 ex-presidents
get Tk 69000

each a year
By Staft Correspondent

Three former presidents of the
country are receiving pensions and
other financial benefits, LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar told the Jatiya Sangsad yes-
terday. He said, each of them gets Tk
69,000 a vear.

Besides, he added, an ex-presi-
dent is entitled to installation
and a fixed bill of a telephone,
cal facilities and rent-free use of the
circuit houses and guest houses while
on tour inside the country.

In reply to a question from KJ
Hamida Khanam, the minister said, a
former president is paid a monthly
pension of Tk 3,000, Tk 1500 for an
personal assistant, Tk 1000 for an at-
tendant and an annual bill of Tk 3,000
for buying stationery.

These benefits were now being
enjoyed by former presidents — Mo-
hammad Ullah, Justice AM Sayem and °
Justice Ahsan Uddin Choudhury. The
widow of the late president, Justice
Abu Sayeed Choudhury. was being
paid a monthlv pension of Tk 2,000,
Salam Talukder added.

Minister tells JS
Steps taken to
reduce city's
water shortage

By Staft Correspondent

I'he government has undertaken
several steps to reduce the
shortage of 53 crore litres of water
supplied by the Dhaka WASA.

Presently, the WASA supplies 76

- crore litres of water against the de-

mand for 129 crore litres a day,
Deputy Minister for LGRD Abdul
Hye said in reply in to a guestion
from Nizamuddin Khan in parfiament
yesterday.

The deputy minister said that in-
stallation of 50 deep tubewells with a
total capacity of supplying 16 crore

See Page 12Col 8

Wimbledon Resuit
HIGHLIGHTS

Courtesy

e
KL

Royal Dutch Airlines

Women's singles (semis

\rantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain)
def Conchita Martinez (!

steffi Graf (Germany) def Jana
Novouna (Crech Rep)

Men's singles (qtrsk

Boris Becker (Germany) def

—AFP photo Cedric Pioline (France)



