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Eco-Philosophy or Bust

The Case for an Immanent Ecologism

Following the earlier article "Why Current Environmental Tragpec-
tories are not Enough’’, Abdul Hannan argues for the need to syn-
thesize professional environmental commitments with a personal
value-oriented bound which could then lead inductively to the creation
of an authentic cultural and institutional basis for a future ecological

HE ecological moveme-
I nt and its theorists have
paid little attention to
social and cultural phenom-
ena generally and have been
uite insensitive to any actual
anges in sensibility within
the cultural process except
that which concerns a
growing awareness that their
message about environmental
destruction is becoming more
widely accepted. To put it
another way, ecologists have
so far failed to tackle the
paradox that while
environmental initiatives
have expanded massively
over the last twenty years,
there has yet to occur a
similar expansion in a neces-
sary ecological ethic that is
required to guarantee a com-
plete sense of material and
spiritual commitment to the
environmental cause. We
must be concerned to develop
.4 much broader understand-
ing of social and cultural pro-
cesses, its wellsprings and mo-
tivations, and the place and
potential function of ecologi-
cal man within this process.
Being sensitive to t
mﬁir:ctc}incuh i:i culture
grows out of such knowledge
and it also increase greatly its
ability to take opportunities
for change as they arise.

In 2 world dominated by
co ting vested interests,
the 1utun: is inevitably con-
tentious. In the context of
democratic progressivism, the
promise is one of secular tran-
scendence where all people
will be better off than in the
Ecgcnt and it becomes quite

timate to entertain de- .

d fantasies about changes
in institutional arrangements
such as between 'state’ and
'civil society'. In this scenario
any serious consideration of
changes in social and political
arrangement that might alter
the ranking of interests be-
comes problematic. Social
analysis — including histori- .
ography, as well as sociology,
anthropology and economics
. — 1s not merely concerned
with enguiry into structures
and content of past and pre-

sent but also with who will

inherit the future and how

this will be organized in pur-

suit of a given iguration
of values and interests.

Prevailing conservative,

' mmw s o the

in

degree of shifts in the distri-

bution of benefits in the fu-

ture between the various in-

terests but not to the point of

ing the general order.
g o o Fpoetac g oo
ism was precisely about
changes in the rank order of
society and now means that
in these post-Cold War years

nﬂmmbﬁh&tﬁn n
eral ﬁrlmu:n:z:;u
and open new. political and
economic project and social

‘tures, meeting out o

society.

environmental law, govern-
ment and NGO programmes
and so on can serve no ulti-
mate purpose in the absence
of widespread ethical and
communitarian foundations
for &culugiﬁal acbt;un -

e need to be pre to
accept that there is no ulti-
mate reason why it should in-
trinsically matter whether
humanity, and through it our
self- consciousness in its cur-
rent aberrant form, is elimi-
nated from the biosphere. The
project of immanent ecolo-
gism to '‘rescue humanity' is
only concerned to rescue an
:nllﬁht:n:d humanity, not
the humanity which persists
in occupying parasitic eco-
nomic and political struc-

$sion

upon its own and other
species and in general the de-
struction of the creativity of
human culture and nature

We must concede that
there is more than one future

possibility simply by way of

————e 2

In a world dominated by competing vested
interests, the future is inevitably contentious. In
the context of democratic progressivism, the
promise is one of secular transcendence where
all people will be better off than in the present
and it becomes quite legitimate to entertain

trajectory out of the present.
Secondly we need to develop
ideas about what kind of fu-
ture we would like and that
can be deemed viable. We are
not looking to establish a sin-
gle replacement for the one
coercive truth of the enlight-
enment project and the
:m_g;;b World Bank-
IMF-directed ideological su-

rstate. Rather, we we
ing to mark out a dialec-

ecological consciousness 13.-

~ presently dominant econo-

Jmistic one) and images and
mechanisms of an eventual
self-regulatory social system
where we have learnt to
m: of social decision-

Such a dialetie is not to be
misconstrued as ‘compr-
omise’' This is not an exercise
of horse-tradi between
interests but the deve
of a2 mutualistic social and
cultural process that in-
ternalizes the stewardship of
nature in accordance with the
possible — read sustainable —
and the need to maintain the
coherence of the decision-
making process and the pro-
cesses social and natural
metabolism.

Movement 1n thas direction
has yet to produce a menta
li:]r or modality of social and
cultural practice which may
articulate how we are to set

about combining the imma | way back to my

nent

preconditions  tor
sustainability at the level of
private personal ethics and
the institutional manifesta-
tions of this ethic in publjc
life. Most of the environmen-
tal initiatives of the past two
decades are burdened by the
enlightenment ghost that
created them. Consider the
rationalistic, science-depen-
dent forecasting and sundry
modelling techniques under-
taken by government and re-
search institutes both here in
Bangladesh and elsewhere in
the world using tools such as
GIS. They represent an evolu-
tion out of the enlightenment
concern for human perfectibil-
ity' and the ‘predictability’ of
nature, leading to a Utopain
improvement of the human
spirit that embraces the mate-
rial but which leaves the spirit
increasingly behind. This has

now reached a point where
human welfare is almost ex-
clusively defined as cotermi-
nous with an increased suppl
in the gquantity of materia
possessions and the facilities
necessary to 'enjoy’ these.
Used in the service of devel-
oping an understanding of the
future context, this material-
1st bias needs to be counter-
acted and augmented with
technigues and approaches
that assist m understanding
soctal and cultural dynamics
and solutions to environmen-
tal problems and beyond that
re¢over more general notions
of human desire and the spiri-
tual dimension of life. In the
absence of such a shift, we
will continue to fashion a
world that 1s mote and more
becoming humanly uninhab-
itable.

Moral as well as political

commitment to ecologism
will come into 1ts own when
environmental problems be-
come im:reasinffy intractable
and when the faith in linear
technocratic scientism gives
way to a more holistic social
project within which human
and natural environments are
understood to be symbiotic
partners in an ecological
unity. In the meantime, and
despite the growing number
of environmental activities
worldwide, there is every pos-
sibility that the biosphere will
be further damaged in the
L:nmin]g years by our unsus-
tainable resource-use systems,
by what we call
‘civilization'. This may ex-
tend to the point on the edge

-of survival wher# life becomes

yet more untenuous and dan-
erous for the remmnant of
umanity, creating in turn
greater political instability
and friction within and be-
tween countries. :

The picture seems gloomy
but the prospects need not
be. The growth of environ-
mental problems . in
'manageable stages' will create
the context for re-evaluating
even more tfundamentally the
configuration of our social
and cultural consciousness.
This can be expected to impel
the restructuring not only of
the political settlement, but
the whole configuration of
our culture inclusive of social
arrangements and attitudes
and with this the relationship
between human consciousness
and the rest of God's creation
on earth.

An ecological culture, if it
comes to pass, will comprise a
confederation of locally self-
reliant regions based upon
mutualistic and necessaril
cgalitarian relations in whice
tf;e guiding spirit i1s an acs-
thetic self-consciousness that
knits. together local ecolo
with social metabolism. At
times, this goal may appear to
be ever-receding in the tace of
the dominant unsustainable
culture with its hierarchical
political and economic struc-
tures and continued defence
towards a tading notion of
technocratic and progressivist
SCiCNtism.

Our first steps, therefore,
must involve a realization

that there will be no mes-

sianic or principal actors in
the construction of an ecolog-
ical future. The future offers
transcendence out of our cur-
rent predicament only on the
basis of a realization that
ecological values are 1mma-
nent and that they must first
emerge from within the hearts
and minds of each and every
one of us.
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Computerization of Voter Registration
EC's Tasks g

the voter registration
has been recently a

T HE cumpuﬁthaﬁm of

‘much publicized topic in the

daily newspapers. It should
rightly be so. For a country
like ours no conscious citizen
can simpl‘]' afford to hear
ing of hundreds of
crores of taka and accept it
without asking any question.
The financial involvement in
the II7 card project has been
s?eculated in different arti-
¢
1000 crore. So it is natural
for any citizen of Bangladesh
to be keen to know about the
justitications of spending such
uge amount of public
money. \ .
* It is learnt that the Election
Commission has been
planning for computerization
of the voter registration for
the last four years. The out-
put of the efforts made under
the leadership of the previous
Chief Election Commissioner
does not look bright at all in
spite of the fact that there are
hardly any documents to ana-
lyze and establish degrge of
success and achievements.
Prototype exercises at two
ditferent localities with suffi-
cient lag times was done with
little success. The R&D ef-
forts, expected to be unex-
pectedly successful without
the involvement of academi-
cians or experts, did not pay

Possibly realizing the need
of services of experts in the
field the present Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner has taken
step of requesting them to
come forward and help in
sorting out the problems as-
sociated with computeriza-
tion. With this end in view
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and the Project Direc-
tor have already requested
among others a number of
experts in the field from uni-
versities and research organi-
zations. But the task is not
easy since already there are at
least two other committees
for the task. So in order that
these committees function
Emperly and come to some

elp of the Election Commis-
sion it is necessary to com-
bine them mto a whole with a
clean terms of reference.

One of the authors has
been fortunate enough to
have attended some of the
meetings, where .various
aspects of the system to be
implemented have been dis-
cussed. Since from these dis-

* cussions, so far as ene of the

authors knows, no written

document has been produced.
Quite often already decided
issues come up in a different
context and are made null
and void: This is what is ex-

pected since systems study has already designed and ad-

es ranging from 150 crore to .

. such

 analysis) hardware an

requures a systematic effort. A
system has to be represented
in an appropriate languiage in
order to analyze it, criticize
it, in order to 'discover its
bottleneck. Surprisinyzly, for

. such huge a project, as the

,computerization of voter reg-
istration is, systematic study
is totally absent. In such cir-
cumstances, one should not
blame the spectator's if they
misidentify the 'elepphant” as
its different limbs. System
representation tools are also
meant for avoiding hazardous
conclusions as cam be ob-
tained from necessarily in-
compléte representation.
owever, whatever sincere
effort is being rendered by the
experts, output does not ap-
pear to turn into an organized
whole. In fact, it is not sup-
posed to be so, since the Elec-
tion Commission has yet to
come up with a proposal to
the team of experts contain:
ing a clear terms of reference.
So meetings are beihg held,
hours after hours are being
spent on discussidn with no
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document/report in prepara-
tion which could iuanfy‘?-:k:c-
tion Commission's decisions
of handling the project in a
specific way. Team of experts
is possibly tentative since
no written responsibility has
-been bestowed on them, and
since there are some other
committees for the same task,
and sinee parallel activities,
as appointing consul-
tants, request for proposal for
enlistment, designing different

forms for voter information,

are also taking place appar-
ently without their participa-
tion. Qualifications of the
consultants do not appear to
match with the high emolu-
ments that have been set. It

should have been done in

consultation with the special-
ists in the field.

This is at the least not a
desirable state of affairs. From
the discussions.of the experts

- it is clear that there has not

been any cpnsensus on even

uirements of the Elec-
tion Commission. So natu-
rally we-are quite far away
from being able to float a
tender for procuring neces-
s,g?:lwhich has yet to be de-
cided thro a Vigorous
: soft-
ware. The voter ID number as
published by the Election
Commission does not appear
to- be well-thought not to
speak of the organization of
other information, if they are
at all thought over. Experts
found it quite difficult to start
data en from the forms

that the Election Commission

vised the enumerators to fill
up . . :
Considering the shortage
of time before the comi
election the experts mcﬁ
that it would be imPnﬂs:;gle to
computerize voter registra‘
tion of the whole country
befdre the coming election.
Fhis will also mean that the
Election Commission will
have to go for the amendment
of the relevant sections of the
law. It was opined that only
tluuugg}aa vigorous effort can
there be an appreciable suc-
cess in computerizing the
voter registration only tor the

' clty corporations.

"In this case we should in-
volve more than one vendor
so that efforts of most of the
computer professionals can be
.utilized simultaneously thus
increasing the probability of

With the coming election
knocking at the door and ev-
erything in disarray if any
computerization effort has to
be made successful the Elec-
tion Commission should im-
mediately start doing things

{ szsmmntically. To concretize
t

e whole an organized
effort should be made in the
following areas: |

1. Planning the Computer-
ization of Voter Registration
(CVR); _ |

2. Software Requirements
D Preliminary Systesn De

., Prelimi ystem De-
sign for CVR,;

4. Detailed System Design
for CVR;

5. Implementation Plan;

_ 6. Verification and Valida-

7. Maintenance;
8. Personnel Training.
In order to complete the
.gmiect with any acceptable
egree of success the whole
project must pass through the
above mentioned steps. The
Election Commission should
request the experts to- help
them with planning, software
rt:cHgiIement specification

‘preliminary system and
guidelines for deml;mﬁ,
implementation scheme, vali-

dation/verification

and maintenance, leaving de-
tails of it for the consultants
should there be such a deci-
sion for recruiting them.

This 1s the normal practice
to staft any projett on com-
puteﬂzatiﬂi}l{ Systematic
approach like t is not
followed one s

L

“think of achieying any success

from the project. For the
eater interest of the nation a
eep thought on the subject

addressed should be given by
the appropriate authorities,

The author i1s_ Associate
Professor, Department of
Camputer- Science and Engi-
neering, BUET, Dhaka.

CCORDING to our
soclo-religious  code,

the market 1s a pro-
hibited place for women 1n
rural Bangladesh. Women are
not encouraged to sit in the
market and engage directly in
business. This 1s an age old
custom. The status of women
1s inextricably tied with the
status of the male member in
the family Thus, the women
who work in the market and
in other public places, are
often disrespected by the so-
ciety and to some extent by
themselves, because they are
also contined by the same
values. However, the women
are torced by poverty to un-
dertake '‘male jobs' in public

$.

But, Sandhya, a |7 year
old glri does not fit in to this
'formula’ Sandhya has been
running 3 tailoring shop at
Nekmarda market of
Ranisankail Thana tor last two
and halt year She i1s from a

1 tami]}r’ Her tather Suren
Chandra (50} owns 5 bighas of
land. i the harvest is good
the family gets enough food
for the year. Sandhya's elder
sister Laksimi Bala and brother
Pramath Chandra are marrned
His sister lives in her in-laws
house and het brother i1s en-
gaged n agricultural work
with his father. The two other
family members are, her

mother Samata Bala and
youngest brother, Ranaiit
(12

| met Sandhya, sometime
im April ot this year at her
working place The place 1s a
bus-stop-cum-roadside market
with vaneties of shops, such
as, restaurant, tea-stall sa
loon, grocery shop betel leaf
store, cycle sepairing shop
etc. Hindi tilm songs trom the
restaurant always keep the
lace rather noisy 'Samata
ailors’ 1s opposite the restau
rant and in between the tea
stall and grocery shop

I askt? Sandhva deliber
ately whether a young girl
like her, running a shop i1n a

blic place, was gaving her a
name

The spontaneocus answer
was, "Yes, and | don't care
Ininially there was disturbance
trom young people on the
ome Now

it's alright. Most things go
smoothly "
"How did you plan for

such job" I asked her.

Sandhya ordered tor tea,
sat properly, took-two sec-
onds to think and started
talking. "It was in 1991, I was
studying in class seven 1n
Nekmarda girls' high school.
My tinal exam was over. I was
eagerly waiting for results and
to attend the new class. |

assed the exams, but my
amily stopped my study as
they thought it was an addi-
tional expenditure.”

"My days were idle with
little household work. One
day mE mother told to me
that RDRS was going to ar-
range training for adolescent
ﬁlris. Instead of sitting idle at

ome, she advised me to join
the training. My mother is a
member ot RDRS Parkunda
women group. So, I went for
that training”, she added.

“In fact, it was an eye-
opener to me", she said.

ough she didn't understand
all the 1ssues were discussed in
the training. Sandhya in-
formed that the trainer la-
mented that the girls were
reluctant to earn; they know
that they have to go to their
in-laws house and they just
wait for that. They make
themselves a burden to their
parents. They should try to
carn and contribute to the
family, then parents would
teel the importance of girls

"These ideas remained with
me and | was trying to find
out any suitable job. I had lit-
tle interest in sewing. I heard
about RDRS's next training
would be Tailoring for group
members. | requested my
mother to arrange it for me
and she did,"” said Sandhya.

The duration of the train-
ing was three months re
was a provision for Tk 10 per
day for lunch. Most of the
trainees used to br their
lunch trom home and saved
that money Sandhya did the
same Thus, by the end of the
training she saved Tk 300
She took Tk 800 from her
brother and Tk 600 from her
mother She paid Tk 1700
|300 + 800 + 600) as down
payment for a sewing ma-
chine Total cost of the ma

by Selina Shelley

chine was Tk 3,000. Rest she
paid trom her income by in-
stalment of Tk 100 per
month.

Initially, the shop was not
there. This market is compar-
ﬂt]vf,’]g new and a growing
one. For first six months,
Sandhya shared a cloth shop
at Kacha bazar (the original
old market Ei}:ce]. For this she
had to pay Tk 50 per month
as rent. That place was rather
backward in attracting sutfi
cient customers. Sandhya
planned to move to this
newly growing roadside mar-
ket. Her brother gave money
to get possession of the shop
but didn't help physically.
Sandhya with her younger
brother made the shop usable
by putting a wall and other
necessary arrangements It

2
8
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took one year to sett
By that time Sandhya
started to go to the school

Suhdhynupemr.helhaplt

8 o'clock in the mourning.

Her home is in village
'Parkunda’, two miles away
from the market. Often she
comes walking. If the weather
is unfavourable, she takes a
bus or rickshaw-van. At 10.30
am. she attends the school. It
continues up to 2 pm Sand-
hya brings lunch from home.

p to 6 pm she keeps the
shop open. Ranajit (her
younger brother, who also
oes to school from 9 am to
2 noon) and Khatija ngl}, i
village girl work with her as
apprentice. As soon as she
reaches home, she has to rush
to her private tutor

Sandhya stitches only se-
lected ladies garments, such
as, blouse for 8, selwar for
Tk 10, kamiz for Tk 10, frock
for Tk 15 and petticoat for Tk
8. Her average monthly in-
come is Tk 1,800. Her present
monthly expenditure is as fol-

lows:
1. Family support Tk 200
2. Tution fee for Ranajit
Tk 100
3. Tuition fee for herself
Tk 100
4. Others Tk 200

Her net monthly savings
are Tk 1,200. This contribu-
tion helps her to influence
famil g cisions. As | asked
Slndd\:, what does she do
with money.

"I give it to my mother",

she replied. ;
'tVtJEl.ﬂt does your mother
do with it," [ asked.

Sandhya smiled and
replied, "ght 1S getting pre-
for my marnage".

"Are you ready for mar-
iage ', | asked her.
No", she replied.
Then, what was her plan, |
wanted to know.
"I have plans to buy one

more machine just after this
irri-boro season; and after my
exam | will look for further
training on gents garments.
There 1s a demand for gents'
pyjamas, panjabi and shirt. If |

can my income will
shoot up" Sandhya narrated.
“Will your family listen to

you her.

*“fhey will. The time has
chmﬁz obviously they will
listen to me”, she replied.

Sandhya is full of self-con-
fidence. Her eyes are bright
and far-si . I wanted to
know, dbn:n she fﬁcl an
problem being a working gir
in the mukcI:g

"Yes. Sometime back buses

sused to stop just in front of

my s and the passenger
tl:ad I::pthmw ill-remarks. It
was painful, but no way, | had
to overlook it. Rec:ntfy the
place has been shifted a few

ards ahead. The other prob-

m is, if I wish I can't work at
night. In spite of the work-
load, I have to close the Hh:}r
before dark. If some maore girls
would work in the market,
jointly we could have taken
the risk. But alone 1 don't

| Girls Entering the Market: The Spirit of Adolescence

hq:.fje that cuﬁrage"_ Slndhyi
said. : ;

Sandhya's story is rather
an exceptional one. But, there

are thousands clrL potential
adolescent girls like Sandhya
in this country who are

mostly neglected. The spirit
of adolescence is still unex-
plored. Recently NGOs have
turned their attention to de-
velop the skills of adolescents.
But most of their programmes
are aimed at the promotion of
traditional role of women
through health and hygiene,

MCH, food and nutrition,’

family planning and so on.
Some have | education on
tamily rights, inheritance law,
divorce, dowry etc! Obvi-
ously, these are all integral
art of women's life and these

elp girls to achieve some
amount of knowledge and
awareness. However, educa-
tion on these issues alone to
some extent reinforce their
ﬁﬁychulﬂfi to perform

ousehold based traditional
role most effectively.

From the '60s onward,
women have been for
developmental activities, spe-
ciall *g.rlthe government for
tamily planning programmes.
Gradually NE%! hﬂe initi-
ated a lot efforts to improve
the overall situation of
women. Traditional and non-
traditional income generating
activities have been under-
taken by the women under
the supervision of different
NGOs. Of course, meaningful
change has taken place in var-
ious areas of women's life.
But, women are yet to pene-
trate the market. Absence of
women's role in the market
implies that they have no
control over their products
and income. They are still
largely dependent on the male
intermediaries; in some cases,
on the NGOs

Sandhyva could be an ex-
ample for us. Adolescent girls
can play the vital role of
bringing women 1in the main-
stream activities. If NGOs
could device appropriate
mechanism to explore therr
potential, adolescent girls
could be the most effective
agents tor challenging this so-
clal stagnation.



