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Article

High Time for
Stopping All-per-
vasive Deteriora-

tion at Dhaka

University

Column : Crosscurrents
by CAF Dowlah
Page 4

Focus

The case for an
immanent ecologism;
Computerisation of
voter registration; and
Girls entering the
market. The spirit of
adolescence
Page 5

International

Egypt's Islamist group
claims attempt on
Mubarak

Thai military accepts
election results
Page 8

Business

_ Shipping Minister
pledges support to set
up ICD in private sector

Pakistan allows exporters
to berrow money abroad
Pages 6, 7

STOCK MARKET
DSE price index 760.94 (-0.00%)
Marke! capital Th 47.4] bilhion

Trangactions in volume 1205855
Transactions in value Th 2256 million

Metropolitan
Dhaka Dayv by ﬁay

Of Pawns and Politics
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda opens
PRO's confce today

The eighth biennial natio
nal conference of the Bang-
ladesh Public Relations Asso-
ciation will be held in Dhaka
tomorrow. Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia 1s expec
ted to open the conterence at

11 am at a local hotel, reports
BSS

Medical tests of
candidates
Medical tests of the candi-

Constitutional provisions on MPs' absence

President seeks Supreme

Court interpretation

President Abdur Rahman

. Biswas yesterday referred the

issue of 90-day absence of
MPs from the ;a:liami:nt to
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court requésting for
interpretations of the relevant
constitutional clauses.
Referring the matter to the

. SC. the President wanted to

know how 90 consecutive
davs of absence would be cal-

. culated, whether the seat of a
- member would fall vacant if
' he or she remained absent

- government's

without leave of Parliament
for 90 consecutive days and
whether the Speaker of
Parliament was the appropri-
ate authority to determine it.

Article 106 of the

By Staff Correspondent

Constitution empowers the
President to ask for interpre-
tation from the Appellate
Division it a question ot law
arise. The SC can give its
opimion under its Advisory
Jurisdiction.

More than 140 opposition
MPs of the present Fifth
Parliament, who started boy-

cotting the sessions since «

March 1, 1994, crossed the
90-day constitutional limit on
June 19.

This is the first such refer-
ence made by the President in
Bangladesh.

he Presidént's move
came after Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia requested
him to seek SC's opinion on

the issue,

Begum Zia decided to re-
quest the President after a
series of meetings ‘with her
cabinet colleagues and legal
aides. The PM took up the is-
sue as the treasury bench
members debated the matter
in the House during which
some of the members argued
for referring ‘it te theé SC for
interpretation whether the
‘boycott’ would be consid-
ered as "absence’.

Later ifn t]ldlvz eve , the
Minister tor Law an@l Justice
Mirza Golam HaflEInered
the House that the President
had made a reterence to‘the
Supreme Court and requested

See Page 12 Col 7
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Redwun Ahmed

P, BGMEA president, signi;;g the MOU on elimination of Eh.li_d iabuﬁ:l'“ 'in.

the city yesterday. Gretchen Goodale of Unicef is on his right and Paul Joseph Bailey of ILO on

his left.

A move to prolong BNP

rule, says Opposition

Star Report

The three major sition
parties — the Awarzii}ﬂague,
the Jamaat-e-Islamhi and the

| Jatiya Party — have criticised

government for referring the
1ssue of MPs' absence lrom
Parliament to the Supreme
Court.

Leaders of the parties said
yesterday that the resigna-
tions tendered by their mem-

 bers of Parliament were legal.

They alleged that the gov-

ernment wanted to prolong

the life of this Parliament

through referring the issue to
the Supreme Court. |
Barrister KS Nabi, Law
Secretary of Bangladesh
Awami League deplored the
move and
termed such reference under

| ‘Article 106 as ‘misconceived,

| Topkhana, Shantin

. ill-advised and not, de in.
:iwadm..l _ liﬁ,ﬂﬂli

In a statement last night

.regards

Nabi said that under Arucle
106 of the Constitution, the
President can refer to the Ap-
pellate Division only those
matters which relate to the
legal and constitutional issues
of gteat public importance as
ctions of the gov-
ernment. “The boycott ot the
Parliament by MPs is an issue
between the members of the
Parliament and the Speaker,”
he said adding “any such ret-
erence would be violative of
the jurisdiction, authority and
supremacy of the Parliament.”
Barrister Nabi referred to a
case on the same issue for
which three appeals are now
nding before the Appellate
Division. “Hence it is not ex-
pected that the President can
obtain any opinion which
may, in ope way or other, in
TlUence the re:
See page 12 Col 4

Wait and see, I
says Speaker

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
still preterred to keep mum
on the sending of the issue of
absentee MPs to the Supreme
Court, reports UNB.

"Wait and see,” repeated |
All to a group of reporters |

who entered his Parliament
chamber yesterday evening to
seek his comment.

The Speaker was seen
scratching his forehead and
sometimes dropping his head
towards . his desk as the
newsmen stood around him
hurling astring of questions.

"It's the prerogative of the
President”, the Speaker said.

The Speaker ottered tea to
journalists rather than reply
to their queries.

As the reporters kept in-
sisting on the Speaker to sa
something more, Ah said,
"Wait Jn:lr see — my only
comment .’

He just gave' a smile when

[ Othe: __acogrespondept asked him if |
Of tROSEAPF ™ the ﬁnnuurah% : <

Speaker” was
See Page 12 Col B
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JS body for
amending
University

Ordn '73

By Staff Correspondent

The parliamentary stand-
ing committee on public ac-
counts has suggested amend-
ments to the Umiyersity Ordi-

nance of 1973 to "restore fi-

nancial discipline in the uni-
versities .

The coimmittee in its
tourth report, submitted to
the Jatiya Sangsad yesterday,
blamed the universities for
not maintaining accounts
properly taking the advantage
of autonomy provided under
the 1973 and the 1962 oidi-
NANCes. .

Briefing the journalists
soon after placing the report
at the House, the committee
Chairman, LK Siddigi once
again spoke of non-coopera-
rion and indifference by the
rede v L1
munting commitice pro-

See page 12 Col 4
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Stipend, scho

— Star photo

oling ensured

LR Skt

MOU on elimination of
child labour signed

By Staff Correspondent

The BGMEA, the ILO and
the UNICEF signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU| here tyestfrday for
elimination ot child labour
from the country's govern-
ments factories.

The MOU provides for
stipends and schooling for the
child workers who would be
terminated.

"Now that Bangladeshi
garments manufacturers have
signed the MOU, we hope the
Americans will buy more
Bangladeshi garments,” For-

| eign Minister ASM Mostafizur

Rahman said at the signing
ceremony.

The Foreign Minister also
said, “the MOU is the first of

| igs kand in the world and this .

has been done with utmost

sincerity by the parties con-

cerned.” -

As per the accord, the
three organisations are com-
mitted to place as many un-
deraged workers as possible in
schools on or before October
31 next, the target date for
gradual elimination of child
workers from garments facto-

ries. - :
Each terminated child
women attending the school

ing programme will get a
stipend of Tk 300 r-nf:mh

. The International Labour Of-

ganisation (ILO} will con-
tribute a portion of ‘the funds
under the International Pro-
gramme for the Elimination of
Child Labour (IPEC), while,
the Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers

Association |

See Page 12 Col 3
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day defeated a ri

e

LONDON, July 4: Prime
Minister John Major :; Tues-
t-wi

1, holding oftice
mly to bi:gdogged by
party dissent and his govern-
Ent‘s ity, reports

Mainr claimed a clear-cut

victory, and said he would
announce a new Cabinet line-

up on Wednesday.

He won 218 votes from
the 329 Conservative legisla-
tors in a comtest for the lead-
ership of the governing Con-
servative Party, compared
with 89 votes I‘Lghn Red-
wood, the former Welsh Sec-
retary.

Eight Conservatives in the
House of Commons abstained
and 12 spoiled their ballot

apers in an attempt to den
ajor outright victory an
force a second ballot with
new con .
However, Major handily

See Page 12 Col 7

Legal notice
on DU VC

By DU Correspondent

Legal notice was served on
the Dhaka' University Vice-
chanecellor yesterday urging
him to cancel the June 30 Se-
nate election. ,

- DU VC Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed is also Senate Thair-
mar.

See Page 12 Col 3

- Wimbledon Resuilt
HIGHLIGHTS

Courtesy
Royal Dutch Airlines
Women's singles (qtrs):
Steffi Graf (Germany) def
Mary Joe-Fernandes {USA)
Arantxa Sanchez-Viecario
E(pain] def Brenda Shultz
cCarthy {Netherhndsé.
Conchita Martinez (Spain
def Gabriela Sabatipi [Argen-

R LR

Fresh areas , in Pabna,
Sirajganj, Sherpur and Feni
districts were inundated
yesterday follewing heavy
rainfall and Sharp I‘Lm the
water levels of all major

rivers ‘
In the L:'I&Hlill, normal life
was badly alftected as the city,

like other places in the conn-
try, experienced terrential
rains since y.

Many areas in Motijheel,
. Mal-
ibagh, Fakirerpool, Shan-
tibagh and Green Road and
most parts of the old town

- went under knee-deep water

dates who qualified n the |

15th adesh Civil Service
LBES] will be held in difterent

ches trom July 17 to 30 at
three hospitals in the city
Tests are to be held at -
Dhaka Medical College Hos
pital, Sir Salimullah Medical
College and Mitford Hospital,
and the PC Hospital reports
UNB

US envoy hosts
reception

US Ambassador in Bangla
desh David N Memill hosted a
reception yesterday evening
to celebrate the 219th anni-
versary of declaration of in-

dependence of the Unated |

States, The reception held at
the US embassy complex at
Batidhara was attcngcd by
Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman, political lea
ders, diplomats, editors of
newspapers and news agen
cies, leading businessmen and
rz_ﬂpk from different walks of
ite, reports BSS.

Taslima's case

By Court Correspondent

The High Court vesterday
stayed the proceedings of the
CaS€ against controversial
writer Taslima Nasreen till
July 20. The charge against
Taslima in the case was

SC to be framed ves
terday ¥

- Draft voter list likely

paralysing normal life.
Accosding to the Met Of

By Staff Correspondent

fice, an active monsoon was
prevailing over the country
and under its influence, rain
will continue today and to
morrow with heavy fall over
Dhaka, Chittagong and Ra-

COX'S BAZAR, July 4: A

this morning, injuring 20
and more than 100
houses, reports UNB.

ishahi Jivisions.
Our district correspon

dents say, fresh arggs of
Pabna, Siraigan, bhf:rlr-;‘u;md
Feni districts have gone under

water following intermittent
rains. The onrush of water

- ‘H: o ._...__,pl--r e R

A tred vaten by wood-wourm fell oh a car parked inside the BIRDEM hospital in

the raan and gusty wind vesterday.

Fresh areas in 4 dists flooded

from across the hilly region of
India has worsened the flood
situation in Sherpur and Feni.

Thousands of acres of
arable land have been sub-
merged and the road commu-
nication in these districts has
beep badly atfected

Fresh arcas of nine thanas
in Pabna, 15 unions of differ-
ent thanas in Sherpur, eight
unions in Feni and low-lying
arcas of hive thanas i Siray-
gan| are in the grip of flash
lood. In Feni, 169 mm rain-
fall was recorded at eight last
night

Meanwhile, the Brahmapu-
tra and the Ganges rose at all

»ee Page 12 Col 7

the city during
— Star photo
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Tender for ID cards to be floated July

he dratt voter list, pre
pared after enrolment of the
eligible persons during the
first hall of May this year
ttm:rughu«ul the country, will

~ be I;”u lished today.

he draft list will be avail-
able at the offices of the regis-
tration and assistant registra
tion ofhicers and in other lo
calities.
The registration and assis
tant registration officers will

| receive objections and amend-
| mﬁ?u, if any, from any eli-
] EI

e person regarding the

By Staff Correspondent

cases like exclusion from the
list, inclusion of any ineligible
person, and wrong mmforma
tion, by july 22.

The authority will settle
the issues by August 6 and
the final voter hst will be
published on September 30
says an EC psess release.

The EC also sought coop
eration of local political lead-
ers, workers and people n
general to prepare a correct
voter list

The EC secretariat did not
give the exact figure in the

new electoral roll, but indi-
¢ ated that the number would
be around 50.50 million

Another report says, the
EC will start selling tender
schedules from July B for is-
suance of voters' dentity {ID)
cards

Sources said though the
tender would cover all voters,
a selected number, particu
larly those of five divisional
headguarters, would be pro
‘uidr’l.{| with 1D cards betore
next general elections.

See Page 12 Col 8

-

It reflects our belief that you as a customer enjoy a special status at Dhaka Bank. From the time you enter
Dhaka Bank to the time of departure we will make you feel privileged. No more standing in queues or

Services That match The demand of The 21sT cénTury

5th July 1895

21ST GENTURY
BANKING SERVIGE
BEGINS TODAY

DHAKA BANK

One Point Customer Service.

frantic movement from counter to counter.

Bank is
demand

Just one stop and all your banking needs are
taken caret?f at a single point.

But our service does not end there. Dhaka
ipped to handle not only the

present times but is also ready to
take on the challenges of the new century.

L M

THFLEPHONI

), L BANIK

At Dhaka Bank, we have devised a completely new banking strategy to meet all your banking needs :

IWHERI




