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" FOCUS
TADA and After
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.

Amrik Singh writes from New Delhi =
The crucial issue, if one may say so, is not TADA. It was a

bad law and has had to be dropped.
place is yet to be seen. The basic issues is that the police
is both corrupt and unashamedly
functioning. Unless it can be de-politicised,
even the corruption part cannot be taken care of.

over the country

political in its

$ widely anticipated,
A TADA has been allo-
wed to [aﬁe. Instead,
amendments are being made
in various other laws, mainly
in the Criminal Procedure
Code, to empower the police
to take action which would
rhaps not cause as much
assment to individuals as
* TADA caused. Some - other
safeguards are also bein
ided. It was the misuse o
ADA which created such a
strong reaction against the
1 extension of this law.
By acting the way that is had
d;lﬂt, the ﬁemmﬁnt has
s itﬂ'm Flﬂb m.

The problem however is
not only TADA, the problem
is much deeper. All this con-
troversy around TADA has
obscured that problem. What
_is required is that we should

understand why the police
was so much in favour of
TADA and the politicians
were willing to go with them.
It is only the weight of public
opinion which has obliged the
government to beat a retreat,
if one may put it this way.

The police found TADA
very useful for a number of
reasons. Anybody could be
arrested and no questions

could be asked. The detenu .

did not have to be produced
before a court of law for a
whole year. Bail ete. could be
given only by the Supreme
Court and not even by a High
g:}ﬂ. No less important, a
essiop extracted out of
:mmebud?’ withput the usual
su:gu s of law could be
against the individual in
a court of law. To put it no
more strongly, once a person
was arrested under TADA
the chances of his being let off
were almost zero. It suited the
police theretore to do what-
ever it mmli:d l}g do. What-
ever niinal safeguards pro-
vided in the Criminal Proce-
dure Code in regard to human
. rights were set aside at one
: - . In plain words, the
ice
and ¢

unlimyited

uld use them in what-
ever way it wanted, If TADA
was described as a lawless law,

it was not without reason.
,The inevitable outcome of
the enforcement of TADA
was that human rights became
an immediate casualty. The
situation in Punjab was bad.
same was true in the
North-cast. Before long it
went. out of hand in J&K. In
all these states, the police
who wure required to grapple
with terrorism used TADA in

order .to short-circuit the
Krﬂvisinns for protection of

uman rights. Because of ex-
cesses committed by quite
some terrorists, the excesses
committed’ by the police got
overlooked.

Once however, terrorism
was brought under control,
what the police was doing was
not overlooked any longer.
That is why the situation dur-
ing the last 3-4 years has de-
ﬁn d in such a way that
the lawless activities of the
police came in for greater and
greater scrutiny. deten-
tion of Sanjay Dutta well
known film star, dramatised
the situation. What clinched
the issue however was the ad-
verse vote against the
Congress Party in the Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat elections.
This upset quite some people
in the Congress Party and
several of them started talking
against it.

This development also led
to a polarisation of views. The
BJP chief ministers favoured
its continuance whereas some
of the ministers at the Centre
opposed it vehemently. The
problem has been resolved by
allowing this law to lapse and
some of the other laws would
be amended minus a few of
the more odious features of
TADA. Till those amend-
ments are carried out, one has
to keep one's judgement in
reserve. It is reasonable to be-
lieve however that the more
objectionable features would
be deleted and others would
be retained. At this stage a
question might be asked: why

was the Central government

What emerges

in iis

all

so anxious to keep the police
in good humour? The Home
Minister, despite considerable
criticism by his colleagues,
wanted to retain TADA at
one stage. When further pres-
sure was mounted, he modi-
fied his position somewhat.
Several ex-police officers have
spoken for TADA in no
uncertain terms. They are
most emphatically for it
whereas the human rights or-
ganisations have been op-
posed to it.

One has to understand this

" gituation both in the historical

and the contemporary con-
text. Before 1947, the police
was treated as subordinate to
the civil service. Not many
Indians were given senior
ranks in the police. Till the
day the British left, for
example, the top intelligence
officers at the Centre werce in-
variably British and not In-
dian. It was also for this rea-
son that during the British
days it was the collector or

" the district magistrate who

reviewed the working of the
police.

After 1947, this came to
be resented 'by the police
hierarchy. They did not re-

d themselves as inferior to
the civil service. But so lazy
and traditional were we in our
outlook that we continued to
adhere to the British steel
fr_am: model of the civil ser
vice, No wonder we never
went into the quéstion : what
kind of police force should we
have for the country? In all
countries of the world which
are quoted as models for In-

dia, the police is looked upon

as a friend by the average citr
zen. In our country, the Bu
lice continued to have that
colonial outlook which the
British had cultivated.

n top of it, corruption
began to grow within the po-
lice force. Of course the

- source of that corruption was

E!)litic.al in character. Once it
gan to corrode the police
force from within, it became’
callous as also oppressive.

As if élhaii_: was not bad
eno e Congress party
which has been in power for
almost four decades began to
misuse the police force in
favour of its political pur-
poses. The nexus between

liticians and the police

ce is known to all of us. So
deep has the rot gone that a
large number of people find it
difﬁi:ult to visualise a different
scenario. Even when some of
the opposition parties came
to power, fleetingly at the
Centre and more otten at the
state level, they did not give
evidence of a different mode
of dealing with the police. In
fact, they misused the police
force as much as the Congress
party had done.

But the Janata government
did something strikingly
original half way thmu%h its
tenure in the late 70's. It ap-
pointed a police Commission
under Dharam Vira, a veteran
administrator, and a good set
of experienced members. This
Commission reported after .
the Janta government went
out of power. It is not with-
out significance that the suc-
cessive governments have re-
fused to take any action on
the recommendations made
by that Commission. |

The most important rec-

-and  distribured by

ommendation made by that
Commission was that every
state should have a State Se-
curity Council. rt from
the government, the opposi-
tion should also have a role to
play in that Council. This was
calculated to save those in the
force who wanted to act cor-
rectly. Today they cannot do
so even if they wish to do so.
The executive has too much
of power and there is no way
of being able to de-politicise

the _ﬁ?hc:.
e crucial issue, if one
may say so, is not TADA. It

‘was a bad law and has had to

be dropped. What emerges in
its place is yet to be seen. The
basic issues is that the police
all over the country is both
corrupt and unashamedly po-
Iiti::nf’ in its functioning. L?m
less it can be de-politicised,

~ even the corruption part can-

nl:}t be takmﬁl care h?cf‘ Then
there are problems like giving
it a different kind of trnglln.ing
and image and making the
police function like a friend of
the citizens. But without this
basic requirement to de-
politicise the police force, we
would not get anywhere.

This is core issue. The"
police loved the TADA be-
cause it gave them immunity

inst accountability and en-
abled them to do what they
pleased.. Once the laws are
amended to some extent
they would feel unhap and
grumble about it. But all these
are marginal issues. The basic
issue is how do we de-politi-
cise the police.

Mr Amrik Singh is former
Vice-Chancellor of Delhi™ Uni-
versity. The column is syndicated
Mandira
Publicarion. Pvr. Led., New Dy lhi,
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Rainbow Curves to Cure Deaf Children

Tucked away at Mohakhali, close to the ICDIQR,B Complex, beyond some cool shady mango trees, is

the clean, neat

spanking white National Centre for Hearing and Speech for Children (NCHSC) the

founder director of which is Prof M N Amin, where Dr Prangopal Dutta, Samira Loganatha and their

diligent and dedicateed group of ENT specialists, speech therapy nurses to train
children to speak and catch up with the daily routine of life. This is done by a
machine, which records the pitch and volume of voices, along with various ot
conduct special classes. And so promising group of children are taugh

with masters

about a 160 needy
ﬁc'ul TV screen-like
r means. Teachers

ak

t to spe

by a method di from the sign language. It is hoped that a major portion of them will eventually
be absorbed in the mainstream of normal living.
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about the teachers here: they
put in a lot of work. The edu-
cation here is to teach chil-
dren to hear, speak and write.
This is as opposed to the sign
language approach, or total
communication approach
which is when you use ges
tures, signs and tL: mouth.
Oral approach is some-
ﬂ when you make the
ild as close to normal, for
assimilation to re SOCi-
ety. We have to think that if
the child is unizekmng how
to make signs, he is not going
to be accepted by spciety.
DS: Are the children able to
join nermal schools?
Samira: Right now, since
the school opemned, seven
children have made 1t to the

nc¢ mal schools. However,
they ~uil] need to be 1 tho
classcs lor two or thice vears

more, ur:til thev are totally hit
to be absorbed i a regular
school.

The children can hear the
teachers parually, because of
the heasing aid Without the
aid, of course, they would
hear nothing With the hear-
ing aid they can make out
somewhat, they lip read a lot
and we are trying to empha-

size the talking oach so
that they can verbalize a little

e.g if they say a simple lh.l.ag
H.Et kols. In case of a chil

who 1s learning to identify
and say the name of different
fruits, he may not learn it

properly and mught say ol

For him, trom naﬁm,g nntl‘uglg,
to saying'something 1s a Dig
ste at]zﬁ;:opmnt. we have to
understand that these chil-
dren cannot be prepared for
the regular school. However,
some arc exceptional, and
after a year and a half they
may go to a regular school.

[S: D vei chank chey wall be |

ablc ro yo to the universitics.
have a yob. yor marned and lead

normual live sr

Samira: Yes, | believe s0. A
lot depends on the acceptance
by our society, But as regards
going to the universities, if
they go up to each level regu-
larly, they mllght ma gﬁt
most Erabnh y 1t will take
them 20 years instead of 15,

as in the case of the average
chald

DS How .l..ifrf)' does rhe
colour f[mph help the child learn

o Sp.a g

Samira: The audiogramme
is the most important test
which tells us where is the
loss and what 1s the degree of
the loss. With the help of this
the audiologist can say that
11; lgd;;:jdua needs ? ICu-

t or t 0 ar
aid Thas dﬂ:ni:fwhat dltlllf
tensity of the sound should
be. There are different types
of tests one 1s the tone,
a tone which does not really
calst in normal society. The
other is behaviour audiome-
try, 1n which case a child is
sits and you give him some
toys. Next you introduce

sound from behind, and you
see if the child can locate the
sound. The screen 1s divided
into two parts. There i1s a
mouse which has two buttons
on it — one tor the top halt
and the other tor the bottom
half. | was, tor instance, con-
ducting a ti'wraiy session with
a six-year-old child who has a
problem with the "L" sound
s0 what | introduced ten
words with "ph" sound and
usually they are two or three

syllable words. When 1 said it
with a microphone the top
half showed different colours
and that showed the inten
si?, by the registration of the
reds, yellows, Eur les and
greens and also by the regis-
tration of the pitch of my

voice in the case of say phal.
In this the first syllable "ph" is
quite high and

"e" 18 low-

er. The colour and the curve
indicate this. When I said
something like phal, my voice
picture in colour and curve
terms was on the screen. Next
[ told the child, 'you say it.'
and until he got that colour
scheme he kept repeating it.
In order to help him some-
times I would say, 'Why don't
ou put one of your hands in
ront of my mouth and the
other hand in front of yours?"
He could feel the intensity of
the breath with the "ph"
sound.

[5: Whar are the ocher

lessons conducred ro improve
hearing at the centre?

Samira: These are the in-
dividual therapy sessions.
These do not exist for all the
classes. As the name applies,
the child will come individu-
ally and have a half an hour
session depending on his
need. There are about eight
children in each class, where
Bangla, Maths, drawing and
various other subjects like
Conversation are taught.

| have introduced a system
by which as soon as the stu-
dent comes, he/she is intro-
duced to half an hour of free
conversation. The teacher sits
on the carpet or chair. The
table should be there to help
and not to create a distance.
Otten, | have seen.a table is
really a hurdle. | have asked
the teacher to get on the car-
pet, collect all the children

New Peak of Violence in
Karachi's Heady Brew

Foreign intelligerfce agencies, drug barons, political terrorists — accusa-
tions about who is to blame for the violence in Pakistan's commercial
capital are coming thick and fast. The number of allegations is as great as

the number of political initiatives to t
s # '

S

Last year. this ime around, Sanyay Dult appeanng in court. (Right) Recently, mwupmm otesting aganst TADA.  — Photo: Courtesy ‘india Today
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ECTARIAN violence
has hit a new peak in
Pakistan's commercial
capital, Karachi, and the
ﬁver-mnent of Prime Minister

nazir Bhutto seems unable

to control it,

More than 700 people
have died since the beginning
of the year. :

Bhutto blames "insurgency
sponsored by the Mohajir

aumi- Movement (MQM)."
Mohajirs are Muslims who
midgmtﬂd from Hindu-majority
India during the partition of
the subcontinent in 1947.
They are a major force in the

urban, mostly Urdu-speaking,

centres of Sindh province,
particularly in Karachi.

Bhutto herself has a big fol-
lowing in rural, Sindhi-speak-
ing, areas of the province.

From his London home,
where he has lived for two
years, MQM leader Altaf Hus-
sain demands that Mohajirs"
should Be given their rights,
and discrimination against
them should be stopped.”

He now says that "Mo-
hajirs want a separate prov-
ince, It has now become the
voice of the people that until
and unless we have our own
{:'uvince, we will not get our

gitimate rights."

Bhutto says she refuses to
talk with terrorists and has
asked the British government
to stop Hussain's political ac-
tivities.

She has also accused "dru

‘barons" of sponsoring turmoil

"by providing rocket launch-

ers and other weapons to

those indulging in terrorism.

They want the present gov-

ernment to go so that they

can é:;m_u}ute addiction among
en

chil .

Many Pakistanis also see a
foreign d behind the trou-
bles, pointing a finger at India.
The 1ntelligence community

feels Indian sciret services are

stoking the fires. India denies.

it.

Intelligence reports about
alleged Indian involvement in
the violence forced Bhutto to

order closure of the Indian.

Consulate in Karachi last De-
cember, charging it with

leagues” in order to improve

TE

Y ANANHS W l Im M!
soring terrorism" in the city.

Two leading Pakistani
agencies, Inter-Services Intelli-
gence and Military Intelli-
gence, claim that 1,000
trained militants belonging to
the two factions of the M

_are playing into the hands of

India's external intelligence
%%_em::}r, Research and Analysis
ing.

A factor in the violence is
the war for political
supremacy between Altaf
Hussain, charged with more
than 70 cases of murder, kid-
nappi torture and terror-
ism, . hya dl:pllnter group sup-
porte e government.

- Bhutto has avoided hold-
ing locﬁlcnuncil elections in
Sindh for fear that the MQM
will win a sweeping victory in
Karachi and other major cen-
tres.

* Opposition leader and
former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharift has added to her trou-

bles by calling for an amne
fmﬁﬁLmeinmdhhm?

"fomenting trouble and spon-

close to her and talk to the
children about matters of ev-

J ery day importance to the

children such as 'who
dropped you off at school to-
day' or ‘'what did you have

@ | from breakfast' or 'what did

ou do when you went back
me' etc or 'oh, this is a new
shirt that you are wearing —
who gave this to you?' etc.
and such apparently small ev-
ery day matters of life. -
Another project that we
wish to launch by next week
is to have a free-play session a
ﬂko{m s a week. Three
a half hours of concen-
trated work is too much for
these little children. I walk
into class and | feel the chil-
dren are very tried. They are
taken to an enormous hall

$500 Which 4 srith
g by s i« soelyince

kept in a store-room and
some of the toys here are that
that [ have seldom seen

is level of educational toys
even in the States. They come
from Germany and Andheri
Hilfe supplies them. These are
excellent for all ages and are
not necessarily for hearing
impaired children. For even
the r:ﬂlr child they teaches

a number of things.

The German group And-
heri Hilfe 1s the source of in-
spiration and financial back-
ing of this panacca for the
lower income group auditory
handicapped young ones.

Dr Dutta inciden-
tally, provided in-depth
technical details of the func-
tioning of the experts at his
centre which, space constric-
tion could not all be con-
tained in this article, like
matching, cognitive aspects,
whal goes into a domino
series.

D% : Whar 1s the standard of
formal education before rthey
leave the IPSHIC school?

19 and 27 June. w

ackle the situation is small.

Says Prof IP Cheema of
uaid-e-Azam University:
"Terrorism apart, we have to
i tation to all po-

- give represen
f‘r‘tin:al elements where they

deserve and hence we can re-
duce the troubles of Karachi."
The political stalemate re-
sulted in a flare ugcbetwccn'
o 20 pecle were kilted
erage of 20 people were
every day. Several govern-
ment bu dit,n;n were burnt,
the offices of a national news-.
paper were attacked and shots
were fired at a military air-
craft as it. landed at a military
base in Karachi. Terrorists at-
tacked ‘a passenger train,
burning six carriages, and
rockets were fired at - the
Karachi office of state-run
Pakistan Television.
vl g i
suspen s tr .
cause of the violence, which
was given an even more bitter

edge by the alle -ra
of a 16-year old Egﬁ(]ﬁ
activist by ten people belong-
ing to ru inﬁhl'akiutan
P:nflc'a Party. Bhutto im-
mediately ordered a judicial
Dty s baas sicnped

ty en ste

up in the wake of the ﬂuﬁc
with more than 6,500 person-
nel trymg to hold peace in the
ity of 10 million. The cost is
igh. Last year the federal and
Sindh governments spent at
least Rs750 million on in elli-
e agencies. Another Rs2
illion was spent on the po-
lice and Rs1.25 billion on the _

am_glfm operations in Sindh.

e potential economic

d.nm:g 1s enormous. Karachi
is Pakistan's biggest city, its
main business and industrial
centre, and the source of 70
per cent of the country's tax
revenue. On 26 June, fax
messages were sent to the of-
fices of a number of Multina-
tionals instructing them to
join the anti-government

ﬁt:ats_ by -closing their of-

-

People remain indooks
where pmlbhm}'irm; contin-
t

ues throughout
Bu#mﬁﬂmw% :
TARIQ T in gn the sta

of 'The News.' Islamabad.

Samira : As this is still a

new institution established in
1993 so that it is still in a
fluid stage. They all know
their num — at least upto
10 — even the ym:.laii::lngs,
colours, their own tity
such as the answer to the
question "what is vyour
name?". "what is your 's
name!" They can identify

- fruits vegetables, animals names

of the parts of the body,

- traffic signals. There are

drawing s 100.

DS: Are all the students ar
your centre provided wich hearing

Samira ; Yes, and they do
not have to pay for it.

DS.-qud add ro the in-
formation mpﬁ:i by Ms Lo

g:mn‘u abour your project's
nctioning?.

Dr Dutta : The NCHSC is
a project of the Society for
Assistance to hearing im-
gliud children (SAHIC).
AHIC has got two other pro-
jects viz : Integrated pre-
school for He

Children IPSE% Ifnﬁ"iﬂ

Rural Ear Camps.

We allow all the children
below 15 years to get the
ENT consultation and audio-
logical tests tree of cost. How-
ever, they have to be regis-
tered here with Tk 10. e
adults who seek help from
this centre have to be regis-
tered with Tk 20. The chil-
dren are served on a priorit
basis, over the adults. All
those tests, heaning aids, their
fitting, maintenance, minor
repairs are done free of cost
for the children but adults are
charged for the tests at the
rate of Tk 50 or Tk 100 de-
pending upon the nature of
the wests. In some cases, if the

adults want to get hearing
aids trom this centre, they
have to pay for the hearing

- f

aid and the aid costs Tk 1500
to Tk 2000. However, for the -
poor, with the placing of a se-
curity from a reputed person,
a free aid can be obtained free
of charge. |

DS : What are the various
hearing improvements opera-
tions donc’ XS

Dr Dutta : These opera-
tions are myringotomy,; tym-
panoplasty and stapedial
SUTgery. -

Incidentally, ear tests that
cannot be done in other hos-
pitals, are done here. There
are five doctors, eleven.teach-
vrs and eight assistant teachers
working at the NCHSC & IP-
SHIC centre. The school itself
has eight class-rooms, four
individual therapy rooms, one
play room, a teacher's room,
a waiting room for the parents
and a store.

DS :Can your give some
common causes of deafness.

Dr Dutta : One of the
commonest causes for deaf-
ness is marriage between first
cousins (consangunis mar-

ri when itical mutation
i;alﬁl:n recf. This is common
in Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and
Africa.

DS: What arc the most com-
mon causes of loss of hearing?

Dr Dutta : Maternal infec-
tion during the first three
months of pregnancy with
rubella (German measles).

CMYV infection and Toxopla-
smosis, maternal drug therapy
with duininc and streptom-
ycin, diuretic and amio-glyc-
oside and in our country
during birth prolonged lab-
our, hypoxia, birth trauma
SEVEIC Ja CE.

In a developing count

R
j or isabilities
are often sh and seldom
m[}(‘:l'l? sympathised with.
se are no special clubs and
few l'lai;hiv; &entﬁﬁl FJ{

properly organ SC S
them. n a child is deaf,
his speech and normal auto-
coordinations, behavioral
pattern, and learning abilities
are hampered. The child can
be an embarrassment for the
family, friends, acquaintances
X T
tly sc .There is a
s L school at Purana
Paltan. Under the circum-/
stances thll: NEHSElc:ntre
a vital role in helping to
Fn‘::;utt deal children in
helping to face up to lile —
some what, if not entirely. It

kindles a s light at the
e b g ool




