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JCD, Shibir clash | - . N

in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHE] uly 1
students were injured in an

armed clash between thv_;' ac-
tivists of the lativatabadi Ch-

hatra Dal L{;'l“‘ﬂ and the Islami

Chhatra Shibir at Madan Mo-
han College today. Of the in
jured, three JCD activists
were admitted to the Sylhet
M A G Osmany Medifar(:ﬂl-
lege Hospital while the others
went to private clinics.

Police have been deployed
on the colleee campus.

Flood situation
in Netrakona

Improves

NETRAKONA July 1:
Flood situation in Netrakona
district has been improving
with the recession of waters
from the affected areas and
sharp fall of water levels in
the rivers of the district, re-
ports BSS.

All the rivers of the dis-
trict were flowing below their
respective danger levels, offi-
cials sources said.

According to the sources,
the flood triggered by torren-
tial rains on rush of water
from the Garo hills in India
claimed a number of lives, af-
fected 77,000 people of
13,625 families, damaged
3785 kutcha dw:liin.; houses,
21 educational institutions 25
flood control embankments,
22 bridge and culverts.

‘Standing crops including
aus, aman, jute and vegetables
on 18, hectares of land
were washed away by the
flood waters.

Thick layers of stones and
sands carried by the water
from across the border have
been deposited on a vast tract
of land in Durgapur and Kal-
makanda thanas making the
land unsuitable for cultiva-
t1on.

One electrocuted,
another commits
suicide in Jhenidah

From Our Correspohdent

JHENIDAH, July 1: One
person was electrocuted and
another old man committed
suicide in Jhenidah Sadar
thana of the district on
Wednesday.

Accordmg to rr:;lnlarts, Jahu-

ral dslam, 35, of village Loha-
jang in Sadar thana was elec-
trocuted when he touched a
¢lothing hanging from a elec-
tric pole near his house. He
died on the spot.

" In another incident, an old
man Suna Kanta Mandal, 85,
of village Kazali in same
thana, committed suicide by

g on the same day.
was suffering from colic

pain, police sources said.
An unnatural death (UD)
case was recorded with

Jhenidah Sadar thana.
| Another reports says: A

ing bus dacoity was com-
mitted near Halidhani bazar
in Sadar thana of the district
recently.

According to reports,
while a lhenidah-bound bus

reached near Halidhani bazar |

at about 7:30 pm, some
armed miscreants numbering
8 to 9 who were travelling in
the guise of passengers took
control of the bus and be
looting at gunpoint, Tﬁ?ﬂ
looted valuables worth about
Tk 50 thousand trom the pas-
sengers. They st d the
bus near [henidah relay
centre and fled away.

A case has been filed with
Ihenidah sadar thana.

2 Sharbahara
leaders held

BARISAL, luly I' police
arrested two leaders of the

outlawed Sharbahara Party
from Cuthia union under
Wazirpur '

Biochemical
society

executives

MYMENSINCH, July L
Professor Muhammed Hussain
and Professor Ishtiag Mah-
nnpd qf the icultural
presi-
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flood water, most of the vil

lagers have started

Some villagers of Uttar Kholachhara under Companyganj thana rebuilding their thatched

house.
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SYLHET: Floud victims crowd the premises of Chhatak
Union Parishad office for relief.

R
.:.. ..;I

— Star photo

Flood, erosion affect 1.5

lakh people in Sirajgany

i

SIRAJGAN], July 1: Simul-
tancous cffects of flash floods
and erosion have caused ex;
tensive damage to property
and sufterings to thousands of
people 1 tive thanas of Siraj-
gam distnict. .

It 15 learnt that continuous
heavy downpour and onrush
ol water trom northern hi“‘f
reeions have caused flood in
Brahmaputra and Jamuna
river basins. The Flood Con-
trol Room sources of Siraj-
gany told The Daily Star that
more than 1.50 lakh people of
304 villages in 40 unions of
Sirajgan) disqrict are affected
by flash ﬂooc?s.

Erosion at Brahmaputra
Flood Control Embankment
at Raotara, Ramgati,
Bangabazar and Bilpara in
Shahzadpur, Sadar, Kazipur
and Belkuchi thanas respec-
tively aggravated the situa-
tion by inundating new areas
in the western part of the em-
bankment. Vast tracts of land
were submerged in Tarash,
Raigan) and Uﬁapara thanas.

Otticial sources report that
about 40,000 families are di-
HH]L or indirectly affected
by the tlood. About 2000

From Our Correspondent

houses in the flood atfected
areas were damaged totally
and 6,000 houses were dam-
aged partially. Standing crops

on more than 15,000 acres of -

land were totally destroyed.
Unofficial estimate of losses of
valuables are much more than
the official records.

Jamuna is now Howing be-
low danger level. But flood
water entering through the
eroded points of emb nt

is worsening the overall flood
situatign ot the district. Peo-
ple living in remote chars are
the worst sufferers as ma-
rooned people there could
not be rescued due to inces-
sant rain and stronger current
in the river.

People who took shelter
on hipﬁllands and embank-
ment have sutftered due to
acute crisis of tood, fuel and
drinkimg water. More than
5,000 flood victims who took
shelter on WDB embankment
at Banglabazar in Kazipur
thana were rendered shelter-
less tor the second time when
the embankment faced ero-
sion on June 26.

According to the District
Reliet and Disaster Manage-

programme

ment Otfice and Flood Con- |

trol Room ot Sirajgan;, 100
metric tons of wheat and Tk
50,000 in cash have been
sanctioned for the flood af-
fected people.

~ Meanwhile, the tributaries
including Fulzor, Karotoa,
Bangalee and Harasagar are
still swelling due to onrush of
water from Jamuna through
the breaches of embankment.

Erosion of Jamuna has
turned severe in Kazipur,
Sadar, Belkuchi, Chowhali
and Shahzadpur thanas, ren-
dering a considerable number
of people homeless everyday.
No positive steps are taken
by the concerned department
to check erosion of Jamuna
this year.

When contacted, a source
of Sirajganj Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) Division
of Bangladesh Water Devel-
opment Board (BWDB) told
this correspondent that steps
could not be taken due to
fund cnnstra;:fs. However,
€mMeErgency works are going on
to repair the eroded %p?;l-i;ﬁ of
abandun:ﬂdl WDB :mﬂaﬁkm
ment at Bilpara in Belkuchi
thana. i

completed in Khagrac

KHAGRACHHARI, july 1:
Despite a lot of natural
odds and untold problems,
Khagrachhari Forest Division
(KFD) has completed 90 per
cent planting of different
valuablg species of seedlings
numbering about 13,50,
on an area of 1,110.0 acres of
barren lands in the hillock of
Chittagong Hill region this

year.

KFD has also started dis-
tribution of abeut four lakh
mdlin s of valuable trees
ike, tea ﬂthﬂﬂiﬂ ¥ .
ful, chapalish, Silkorai of
fruit-bearing plants, such as
jackfruits, guava, lemon, pa-
pya raised In seven NuUrseries
centres, at a nominal price,
said M A Baten, the Divi-
sional Forest Officer (DFO) of
KFD.

Started in April and super-

[ vised by the officials of

with about 400 tribal labour-
ers, tion on an area of
555 acres in Jugalchhari and
Duldula mauza in Panchhari
range and 560 acres at Baily-
chhari in Matiranga range of
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KFD is progressing fast, said
the DFO. e

Seventy per cent of the
planned atforestation will be
covered with the 'scedlings
and stumps of teak, the
sources :

Established in 1985, KFD

has so far covered 6 700 acres °

of land with seedlings and
stumps of valuable species
like, teak, garjan, telsur
champaful and chapalish
numbering about 82,00,000.
In 1993-94, it has brought the
denuded lands under planta-
tion cover of 1,610 acres
overcoming a lot of natural
and man-made hazardous.
The severe, dmugt: in the
peak of lshntiatitg:&n s dam-
at least ,000 st
STioi gk sty tn Apell

causing a loss in terms o

money around Tk 2,50,000
inclu labour cost, M A
Baten said.

Under the Jhunia Rehabili-
tation Scheme in 1994-95, a
total of 50 tribal families have
been rehabilitated, 15 at Alu-
tilla in Khagrachhari sadar, 15

Chuadanga road network |

hari Chittagong Hi

at Jugalchhari in Panchhari
range as well as 20 families at
Bailychhari in Matiranga
range of KFD with an amount

of Tk 7.5 lakh at the initial
stage.

Each family was provided
with five acres of unclassed
state forest land with a
dwelling house raising a horti-
culture plantation as well as
vegetable garden on it. In ad-
dition to that, the adult
members are employed in
forestry activities,' allow
them practising wit
'"Taungya method-inter-
croppy agriculture with

species for one or two
years, the DFO added.

Meanwhile, the Timber
Traders' Wellare Association
of Khagrachhari has started
planting of different valuable
species on an area of 200
acres at Alutilla, five kilome-
tres from Khagrachhari dis-
trict town, besides K ach-
wavys
under the supervision of KFD,
the sources said.

needs urgent repair

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, July L
Most of the Zilla Parishad
roads mn Ch district
are im a 5::5;: of | L-E
Causing m wt
pmmnmdpursiv

The roads, bridges and
culverts have become unfit
for use, due to lack of proper
development and mainte-
nance work. Innumerable
holes and deep breaches have
developed on these roads
causing great inconvenience
to the traffic and the ,
There is no adeguate to
develop the roads, culverts
and bridges under the Zilla
Parishad, sources said.

According to official
sources, there are 74 miles

ucca. roads, 210 miles
utcha roads and 290 bridges
and culverts under Zilla
Parishad in Ch dis-
trict. Chuadanga district
comprises four thanas —
Chuadanga Sadar, Alam-
danga, Damurhuda and Jiban-

* nmt of the roads, bridges
and culverts are in a pitiable
condition and need immedi-
ate repair and reconstruction.

According to the sources,

about Taka 10 crore is needed
to rehabilitate all the roads,
bridges and culverts.

Seme new roads and
bridges are also require to be
constructed in some impor-
tant areas of the district.

It is learnt that LGED have
repaired and maintained a
few roads and bridges of Zilla
Parishad but these are insuffi

cient to the demand.
AT Eu-ﬁ’nu OFTe Spon-
dent adds Most of

the roads 1n Ku&htu Pouras-
hava are under repair or
reconstruction and as such

sufferings of the people have

been mounted as no vehicles,
even rickshaws, can pla

Pourashava has floated
tender for almost all roads.
and constructors have started
the works but due to shor
of bitumen, no road could
completed and movement
of traffic has almost been
stopped.

Virt almost all roads
are now blocked and huge
guantity of construction ma-
terials lying by the side of the
roads have congested the nar-
row roads leaving no space for
pedestrians.

Erosion leaves
500 families
homeless in Hatiya

MAIIDLE COURT (Noa-
khalil, July |: Erosion of the
river Meghna rendered some
500 tamilies ot Nalchira union
of Hatiya thana during the
last one month, reports UNB

The erosion 1n the area
took a serious turn after a t-
dal surge hit the coastal areas
of the counwy includin
Hattya thana on May 15
16

According to official
sources, in the last one year at
least 5000 families have ren-
dered shelterless owing to the
continued erosion of the
river

A large number of educa-
tional mnstitutions, offices and
establishments and a vast ar-
eas of land have been engulfed
by the mighty nver

According to an official es-
timate more than 60,000
tamilies have lost their homes
in the past 12 years. Two
unions — Harm1 and Chanandi
were totally engulfed by the
rfer

To date, no etlective mea-
sures have been taken to
check the erosion the af-
fected people alleged.

The victims have urged the
government to take immedi-
ate schemes to rehabilitate
them

Ullapara College

exams postponed

SIRAJGAN], July 1: First
year final examinations of the
intermediate class of the Ulla-
léara Government Akbar Ali

ollege were postponed
Thursday after an clash
between two rival student

- groups which left 15 students

injured, reports UNB.

Fresh dates of the exami-
nations were not announced
immediately. Two of the seri-
ously wounded students were
admitted to a local health
complex.

clash ensued following
an altercation between some
activists of the pro-Awami
Lca%u: Chhatra League and
the BNP-backed Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal
qtmtihncatiﬂn _
in the morning.
Soon after that the rival
students entangled in an
armed clash in and around
college compound. Both the
groups used country-made
weapons including hockey-
stick, sword, dagger and some

CD) in an ex-

other deadly weapons.

BCL sweeps
Sharnatpur
- College polls

From Our Correspondent
SHARIATPUR, July 1: The
Bangladesh (Chhatra League
S-P} has swept the Shariatpur
overnment College Stu-
dents' Union ¢lection held on

The BCL (S-P) bagged all
the posts.-Tariqul Islam So-
hag, A H Sipu and Md Julhash
have been elected vice-presi-
dent, general secretary and as-
sistant general secretary re-
spectively.

Meanwhilé, Awami League

. June 28,

leader and Chairman of the .

Muktijoddha Sanghati
Parnishad Col Shawkat Ali has
conyratulated the elected of-
fice-bearers ot the students'
UMIoOn.

One sentenced to
life imprisonment

for killing son -

BARGUNA, July 1: A man
was sentenced to life impris-
onment on charge of killing
his minor son, court sources
said on Saturday, reports
UNB.

According to prosecution
story, the accused Nesar
Hawlader, 35, of vi]]a;c South
Mokamia in Betagi thana
killed his son Sohag on April
17, 1993, following a quarrel
with his wife for non-payment
of dowry.

Nesar was demanding

dowry from his wife for a ]
time and on the fateful d.ayﬂﬁg

b picked up a quarrel with his

wife who expressed her inabil-
ity to bring the dowry from
her parents.

At one stage of the gquarrel
the accused murdered his mi-
nor son. A case was filed and
police after investigation
submitted a charge-sheet agai-
nst him.
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of the college

JESSORE: Director-General, Health Servi
distributed prizes among workers, volunteers,
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Shahabajpur gas well

drilling

to resume soon

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, july 1: Drilling

works of gas well of Sahaba-
jpur of Bhola, which was sus-
pended in April, 1993, will
start soon. Drilling was first
started from the beginning of
the year 1993.
. Drilling works were sus-
pended due to strong upward
pressure of the underground
water level after the comple-
tion of drilling of nearly 3,650
metres degp. Later, to stop
the upward pressure of the
underground water, the
drilling well was sealed with
about 300 tons of white ce-
ment.

Bangladesh Petroleum Ex-
ploration Company (BAPEX)
is conducting, the drilling
works. .

After proper and necessary
inspection, it has been de-

cided to start further drilling .

works up to 3,000 to 3,400
meters deep through different
channels. According to the
authority, atter completion of
this second time drilling, gas
may be found at that level. -

'To implement this project

more 15 to 20 crore taka will
be required, the sources said.
Meantime, more than 25
crore taka has already been
spent for this project. *

The survey was conducted
for this project in 1984 at Sa-
habajpur village under
Borhanuddin thana of Bhola
district. The works of the pro-
ject was started in 1989 and
drilling works were started in
December, 1993,

A foreign consultant firm is
providing consultancy to the
engineers and workers de-
puted by the BAPEX in this
project.

PABNA, fuly I: Law and
order situation in Pabna dis-
trict particularly in the town
and its adjoining areas under
Sadar, Bera and Ishuror thana
has deteriorated sharply.

All sorts of crimes have
become regular features of
daily life. The people of the
town helplessly watch as they
are frequently caught between
cross-fire of teuding groups at
the very presence of'law en-
forcing agencies. The town
dwellers are frustrated over
the patronization of these
huudiums by the major polit-
ical parties. -

A la
anonymity told this corre-
spondent that the present
SCenario proves th.at,tgc mas-

tans, pohice and the political .

leaders belon ,
family. It has been alleged
that hardly any FIR is
recorded against the crimi-
nals. What 1s more alarming is
that some thana officials al-
legedly refuse to record any
complain if the offender be-
longs to some political quar-
ter.

In the courts, it is found
that witnesses are hardly pre-
sent in 80 per cent of the

e o e

wyer on condition of

g to the same ~

_ as Abul Hossain, 22.
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cases. -
Criminals charged with of-
fences are, in most case
fnun;:l 'malil!avil tl_}he::n baile
out. It is 25: t in many

cases criminals are set free ac-
cording to the directive from

the top of the adminis-
tration. Often police forward
a criminal to the magistrate

2 shot dead
~1n Meherpur

na deteriorates

court showing them arrested
under suspicion. This enables
tlﬁem to t;rin bail as soon as
they pray for it.

Izu%tlic prosecutor also al-
leged that proper investiga-
tions are hardly made by the
investigating officers and the
case records are prepared in a
way that it is hardly possible
to make proper trial and
convict 4 criminal. They sug-
gested proper training of the
police officers in conducting
investigation and submission
M charg -ﬂil:tts.
inAgentacted, several
‘olticyals, however, de-
the charges. But admit-

,reim orts UNB. ' t they are not gener-
-quitﬂ S&iJ lhirﬂ.l ]5};.;1;, ’.":..-""‘_?w dtu work r0p-
40, vice president of Khetaips- - &Y, thdependently and im-
jur-Samity, and an: tinidenti-  Partially due to pressure from
then s the miis- _ "-ti:itnﬂnl;::uupera:fiun
crenis when they e g g peope, who cre e

to Mohajonpur village riding
a motorcycle at about 5 pm.

Another report adds: An
alleged dacoit was killed in a
bf:ill:tlh I:glasr{t: at Bh&murﬂ:h
viliage 1n Gangni thana. on
Sunﬁy night. _

The victim was identified

Voter registration

' Number of voters reduces by

2.5 lakh in Sirajgan;

- From Our Correspondent

SIRAJCAN], July L
Number of voters this vear in
the district has decreased by
about 1.5 lakh in comparison
with the number of voters
registered in 1990,

A total of 14,64 ,098 vot-
ers were registered in 1990,
But this vear only 12,16,326
voters were registered in nine
thanas ot the district up to
June 15.

According to the Jnrimar?
statements submitted by the

| enumerators it is learnt that

sharp fall in number of voters
has recorded in Mesra Union
under Sadar thana. Only
8,450 voters are enlisted as
against 18,213 of 1990.

Number of female voters
has exceeded the number of
male voters in Chowhali
thana. In Chowhali, 27,061
female voters and 26,533
male voters are re 'stcrecf.

Some voters of Chowhali
have alleged that the enu-
merators did not visit the re-
mote char areas.

When contracted, the Dis-
trict Election Officers said
that in the present system of
voter registration, absentees
were not enlisted, causing the
decrease of numbex. Re -
ing abnormal fall of n in
Mesra union, it 1s learnt that a
large number of people left
the union due to erosion of
Jamuna. A considerable num-

| ber of voters in the char areas

",r' ¥ ::-\.: ..\. :... . '.'.
iR
Ces, '

- list

of Chowhali thana could not
enlist their names as most of
themm work in the croplands
during day time.

Our correspendent from
Jhenidah adds:

Number of voters have

registered a sharp decline in

10 southern districts.

According to the voters
list prepared in 1990 there
were 72,26,607 voters includ-
ing 37,38,327 made and
34 88 280 female voters.

But according to the new
repared recently, the
number of voters in these dis-
tricts has reduced to
67,87,703, registering a fall of
4 38,904 voters. The new list
includes 34,21,700 male and
33,66,003 temale voters.

Arms recovered

in Satkhira

SATKHIRA, July I: Sadar
thana police arrested four
wanted criminals and recov-
ered two country-made guns
with 10 rounds of ammuni-

tion from their ssion
from village Kucﬁkluli on
Saturday night, reports UNB.
Acting on a tip off police
raided a in the vil
and arrested Shawkat i
Gazi, Abdul Jalil Sheikh, Ab-
dul Wahab and Muijibur Rah-
man along with the arms and

amimunition.

:':-_ t B e T A
departmental personnel and public

representatives for best performance in Polieo vaccination programme on National -
— Star photo zzaman and Khaleque.

Immunization Days

{

,detainees were injured

want to become witness
many cases end in the final
report. _

They said that the number
of police officers and consta-
bles are too meagre to check
the crimes and they do not

have proper transport ar!

... J@RgEment to act quickly, |

School boy drowns

in Khagrachhari

From CHT Correspondent.

PANCHHARI Khaﬁ-
chhari), July 1: A school boy
drowned in Punzgang river of
Panchhari thana of the district
Tuesday, police said.

Santosh Priyvo Chakma,
15, son of Arun Bikash
Chakma of Punzganj village
and a student of class ten mm
Punzgang High School, went
to river with his friends to
bath. While they were Ela}t—
ing in water, Santosh dived
into the water but did not
surface, Later, his friends re-
covered his body from the
bed of the river, some 12 feet
under the water.

One beaten to
death 1n
Jessore

From Our Correspondent

Jessore, july 1: One person
was beaten to death by wvil-
lagers on charge of raping a
housewife at Sharupdah union
of Chowgacha thana in the
district.

Police recovered the de-
co sed body from a bush |
at the village last week. A
case has been filed in this
connection.

According to local -union
chairman, the victim Aminul,
35, raped a housewife of the
same village in the morning,
The housewife disclosed the
incident to her husband.

Next morning when
Aminul went to the field to
work he was caught and
beaten up by the family
members of the housewife. As
a result, he died on the spot.
Then his body was kept hid-,
den. None was arrested till fil-
ing uf the report. :

Detainees clash
with police in

1. - Satkhira

TISATEHIRA, July ! Four
T Sty cend ik
y alle y clashed wit
the on cﬁf}r R:lic: at the
court hajat of the district yes-
terday, official sources said,

reports UNB.
The injured were Bari,
Salam, Hakim and Rafiqul
Witnesses said the clash
erupted as most of the de-
tainees refused to be pro-
duced themselves before the
court demanding well feeding
4 o time of interview

CL T ' N (W
. _ 2 :
15t -seven of the nccumﬁu&
cluding the injured four. Oth-
er accused are Idris, Moniru-

il

Law and order situation
in Pab



