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Where It Hurts

Sometimes the World Bank's portrayal of grim pic-
tures of the South Asian economies 1s thought to be
condescending because of its prescriptive or exhorta-
tive theme. But when such a depiction would be cor-
roborated by a sn&i_g or two within the country re-
ported on by the then, of course, it has a vindi-
cated credibility that cannot be shrugged off. We be-
lieve in this category falls the WB's latest warning sig-
nal to Bangladesh that she break out of the low
growth trap or face the unsavoury prospect of more
than 30 per cent of her labour torce going unem-
ployed by 2000 AD.

While we were on a higher growth track in 1994-95
— at 5 per cent or thereabouts of the GDP — the
Economic Review Report for that year reveals some
structural deficiencies in the pattern of growth. The
industrial sector grew more than agriculture and
within the fold of industries it is the small industries
which attained very low growth. The industrial sector
as a whole grew by 10 per cent in 1994-95 from 2.4
per cent in 1990-91. In stark contrast, agriculture
which has traditionally been the biggest employer of
people declined during the same period from a negli-
gible growth rate of 1.6 per cent to a worrying figure
of 0.2 per cent. The much-vaunted employability of
the small scale industries which were said to have
been bank-rolled substantially also, could not stand
us in good stead; for, it grew at only 5 per cent
against the big industries’ 13 &% cent growth rate, a
big leap from 2 per cent in 1990-91. Thus there is a
vast scope to utilise the potential of the small scale
and cottage industries in generating employment in
the rural areas.

The World Bank report indicates a continuing fall
in the real wages, both in the farming as well as the
manufacturing sector during the 1971-90 period.
There has been a modest rise in the real wages though
over the last few years; but this trend cannot be sus-
tained if the GDP growth rate stagnates or nominally
Increases.

A shrinkage in the job market induces the employ-
ers to dictate low wages to job-seekers. The trend
takes no time to catch on and the real wages fall.
Consequently the purchasing power declines. So, a
worsening employment situation has the negative
element in it to bring us down from our 56th position
in the global ranking of nations in terms of the pur-
chasing power parity (PPP).

We are yet to find any major political party making
an issue of the country's severe unemployment prob-
lem in the same manner as they cry hoarse on other
L]ﬁlﬂstiﬂnﬂ. It is time they did so. A robust approach to
the issue will win them votes and save the country

trom socio-political destabilisation.

Defusing Heat in Desert

Records say the Arab states are not often in the
best of terms. When it comes to neighbourly rela-
tions, only a few enjoy each other's trust unre-
scrved support. That is one reason why Israel, a
common enemy of the countries in the region, was
able to inflict some humiliating defeats on them. In
the Middle East's volatile politics, issues and pretexts
have never been in short supply to ignite the incendi-
ary. The latest one concerns the attempt on

President Hosni Mubarak's life, as he was he:
attending the OAU (Organisation of African Unity)
meet in Addis Ababa. .
Immediately after returning from Ethiopia — no
question of ininin§ the meet — Mubarak fired his first
salvoes of verbal attack followed by a few more
rounds, linking Sudan with the assassination attempt.
The Sudanese response was no less stinging. Naturtgﬂ}r
what has followed is a war preparation. Reports have

‘it that Egypt has started massing troops on Sudanese
border. Forces from both sides were even engaged in a
brief encounter in the Halaib triangle, a bone of con-
tention between the two countries tor decades.

-~“We cannot ascertain the veracity of the tian
accusation that Sudan is involved in the assassination
attempt. But linking the government of Sudan with
the heinous act is a serious allegation. Accusing Su-
danese Islamic leader Hassan al-Turabi is one thing
and bringing the charge against Sudanese President
Omar Hassan al-Bashir is a mmpletelg different mat-
ter. Sudanese Government may not be in a state of
war with the radical Muslims headed by Turabi, but
there is hardly any réason to think that it is not op-
posed to the Islamic militancy. Mubarak has taken it
as a crusade against the hardline Muslims in his coun-
try. On that score, both governments' interests
should have found a common ground and they could
evolve a joint strategy to fight off the threat from the
radical Muslims. -

- Now the renewed border tension threatens the
fragile peace in the region because in case of a war,

countries there will most likely take sides or provide

support to either of the ies. That will be fully ex-

Flmted by the religious fundamentalist groups, vying
or state power in both countries, to their advantage.
So instead of resorting to war of words — which has
the potential to plunge them into a deadly war —

both governments should cooperate with each other
to.trace out the culprits who made the attempt on
the Egyptian president's life in Ethiopia. We urge
restraint in that volatile region.

Fma-tumng the Squads
The special motorbike squads ot forty police

sergeants téamed up in twenty-pairs have reco an
impressive-looking tally of law enforcement in the
metropolis during the month of June. Whizzing
through the length and breath of 15 police stations on
two shifts between 8 am and 10 pm daily, they re-
portedly ended up filing 3107 cases, s:nri:.l.:ning alto-
gether 10,748 vehicles, towing 290 of them to police
stations, arresting 338 persons and recovering stolen
transports and assorted goods including two re-
volvers.
The citizens are Eencral]y appreciative of the ideas
‘of speed and visibility with which these squads
started their work as vigilantes. But judging by some
media and public reactions to the manner in which
they have acquitted of themselves so far, there have
been two suggestions preferred for their all-round ef-
fectiveness. Firstly, the squads need to operate on a
third shift after 10 at night when most crimes are
committed. Second, it is necessary for the superior
police officers to ensure that there are no arbitrary ar-
rests or any harassment in the name of speedy law en-
forcement. The sergeants are reasonably educated and
responsible officers in the police hierarchy so that
they are not expected to overstep limits in any way.

e numbers of searches, seizures and arrests made
in a month's time appear to be on the high side. Over
the next month the s should go down because of

the demonstration effect. If this doesn't happen then
something must be somes -
Owur suggestion is let the
aﬁ: SOS calls to their control room seeking help of
these roving squads. This may run parallel to the vigil
by patrolling police sergeants
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IFTY years ago, on 26

lune 1945, the Charter

of the United Nations
was signed in San Francisco.
The histone document was
hailed at the time as the
beginning of a new chapter in
human histery when peace
and prosperity will be within
the reach of every nation and
when war will be a bad
memory ot the past. In the
euphoric days tollowing the
end of World War Il nothin
seemed to be beyon
mankind's grasp The lan-
guage used by the victorious
Allies 1n the Charter reflected
their mood; it began with the
ringing words, "We the peo-
ples of the United Nations,
determined to save succeed-
ing generations from the
scourge ol war " It should be
a sobering thought tor us all
that even i tilty years the
vision of a world without war
is st1ll a distant dream; all
these years the scourge ot war
has been constantly with us.
Did the United Nations make
any difference 1n maintaining
peace! Did it accelerate the
pace of economic and social
development! What are its
achievements and failures’ As
we celebrate the 50th  an-
niversary of the UN an at
tempt to scek answers to
these gquestions may be in
order.

In today's column [ pso-
pose to look at the political
role of the UN focusing pri-
marily on its peace-keeping
and peace making activities.
Next week [ will write about
the UN's role in the tield of
economic and social devel-
opment including its contri-
butions in dealing with hu-
manitarian issues. The term
United Nations is often used
by ditterent people to mean
different things. Some people
mean by the term only the
core organization with the
General Assembly, the Secu-
rity Council, the Economic
and Social Council and the
Secretariat as the main organs.
Others include the entire UN

tamily encompassing all the

speeialized agencies such as
the ILO, UNESCO, WHO and
FAO and a large number of

agencics aud entities operating
Planning Commission 1n

I its present form? From
an ohjective consideration,
the answer 1s an unambiguous
'no’. One can understand its
overwhelming, all-pervasive
role during the heyday of
socialist rhetoric and central
planning tor a large public
sector. But now that there is a
general consensus in exactly
the opposite direction,

S there any need tor the

namely, tor all-out liberalisat-

ion, free play ot market forces
and a token public sector,
how can we justify such a
large Planning Commission
wiﬁ'l a q_amphemalia of yester-
years. The Annual Develop-
ment Plan ADPkJ is now
basically a Ilist ot fundable
rojects, which demand no
inc inter-sectoral balance.
Funds are trequently diverted
trom one project/programme
to the other because of
implementation problems. So
one wonders as to where lies
the sophisticated planning
EXercise.

Most importdntly, over
the years the Planning Com-
mission has proved to be a
bottleneck in processing both
investment and technical as-
sistance projects. Constant
papershuffling, innumerable
useless meetings, sitting over
files and flimsy objections
project proposals
have been 1ts modus
operandi. A common experi-
ence with regard to project
proposals is that the Planding
Commission never can ques-
tion you on technical issues

like the B/C ratio, Internal

Rate of Return: (IRR}, envi-
ronmental impact assess-
ment, ¢tc. But it will invari-
ably catch you on the number
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Nations at 50: Promise and Perfo

"At critical flash points — the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, three Middie East wars and the war in
Afichanistan — the United Nations bought time and eased face-saving retreats.” —New York Ties

within the broad UN
umbrelld. To my mind both
descriptions are correct; one
has to see the context to
understamd  the  precise
meaning of the term. In
evaluating the UN one has to
look at the totality of the
picture to fully appreciate
the value and significance of
its contributions.

In terms of the number of

cace-keeping missions the
EJN has an impressive record.
During the last half a century,
the deployed more than
35 peacekeeping forces and
observer missions. re are
presently 16 active peaceke-
eping forces in operation.
Similarly, since 1945, the
UN has been credited with
negotiating 172 peaceful
settlements that have ended
regional conflicts. Recent
cases include an end to the
Iran-Iraq war, the withdrawal
of Soviet troops from
Afghanistan, and an end to
civil war in El Salvador. The
UN has used quiet diplomacy
to avert over 80 imminent
wars. No one can question
the UN's decisive influence
in hastening the process of
decolonization. Indeed the
organization has played a
pivotal role in bringing about
the independence in 80
countries that are now among
its member states.

The list of achievements is
indeed long if one goes by the
number ol operations but

pular perception about the

N is not based on the num-

ber of peacekeeping missions
or on its success in keeping
peace in a troubled region but
on its failure to maintain
peace. When war breaks out
in spite of strenuous effort by
the Security Council, the UN
is seen to have failed. The fact
that a particular war might

have been prolonged or a
conflict might have been
much wider in without
the intervention of the UN is
not given any importance. If
war 1s averted as a result of

UN efforts, the credit is often
claimed by the great powers.

In fact, there are instances
when the UN hnbymt.h;: used
as a punchi great
powers tnhil:lrﬁc their own fail-
ures or frustrations.

Bosnian war is a t ex-
ample to illustrate the point.

But before going into an
evaluation :t::d role in main-
tain security one -
lhﬂul?i ﬁi’ at some ot the
fundamental itical fac-
tors which ¢ itioned the
UN.

The Cold War commenced

almost from the moment of
UN's birth. The Security
Council was invested with the

|| ON THE RECORD ',

by Shah AM S Kibria

.

Council, the principal organ
for maintaining peace, was
paralyzed by veto or the
threat of veto.

Apart from the Cold War
which severely limited the
scope of UN peacekeeping
role, certain other deve
nr:n; influenced the att
of the great powers — espe-
cially that of the United
States and other Western

wers — towards the world

. For example, the Mid-
dle East conflict had a nega-
tive 'mrt on the overall im-
age of UN and its capacit
to act effectively. The Ara

power and responsibility of
maintaining peace but it was
rendered largely non-func-
tional b{ot split in the
Council along the Cold War
configuration. Application of
veto rather than consensus
became the dominant factor
in the work of the Security
Council. Thus the most im-
portant organ of the UN, the
one given the specific task of
dealing with international se-
curity and questions of war
and peace was unable to act
due to the application of veto
by those who wielded this
formidable weapon to block
all action and decision of the
Council. So who is to be
blamed? Is it the UN or the
Cold War? It must be recog-
nized that it was the conflict
between the great powers
who put their political and
ideological agenda ahead of

the goals of Charter that
was res ible for the failure
of the to act when action

was needed. Thus much of
the criticism of the UN as the
"talk shop" is ill-judged or
motivated. The Security

and Islamic states in general
and the Palestinian people in
ticular, succeeded in en-
isting the support of the
Non-Aligned Movement in
their st against Israel
Such a political alignment led
to numerous sityations in
which most of the Afro-Asian
countries voted en bloc
against Israel both in the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Secu-
rity Council. As a staunch
nder of Israeli security in-
terests the United States felt
nblde to vote in favour of
Istrael. In the Security Council
this meant frequent applica-
tion of veto and in the Gen-
eral Assembly it meant voting
against the non-aligned coun-
tries. As a result of this recur-
rent voting pattern, the per-
ception cr:lumci in the
United States that the UN
was working against American
interests. Not only the news
media but even the Ehnul
and academic circles believed
that the UN was not only bi-
ased against Israel but even
against Western interests. The
campaign on the new inter-

3

national cconomic order
launched by the Third World

idlrvtbp; countries, also in-
uence estern i
about the UN. mﬂ.b—

lished by the Western coun-
tries and funded by them,
they felt that they were losing
c.nt;u;l over it. 1
ve singled out just a
few of the basic factors which
militated against the UN both
in term of its ational ef-
fectiveness its image of
impartiality. Often it was
starved of funds by the
powers in order to enforce
their "'i"a Péuidcn(t: Reagan,
supporte y a Congress
which made no sccmngll its
dislike for the UN, used the
budgetary weapon to make it
behave In fact, throughout
the eighties, the US routine
withheld funds to the UN and
often published lists to show
how many states had voted
against them cither in the Se-
curity Council or in the Cen-
eral Assembly. Other great
B‘ﬂ_vcn ' ing the Soviet
nion also to use the
UN as an instrument to pro-
mote their national interests.
The success of the UN, to go

to war against Iraqi aggression
is the uence of
the di ance ol the So-
viet Union from the ]

scene. The Russian delegate
cooperated with the Western
powers in the Security Coun-
cil and there was thus no veto
N s s ot it
ven a 18
UN's history ing the last
five decades clear

ure
of the UN is based on unfair

ceed it the great powers do
not extend their - to it.
Fair-minded around

the world believe that the
Muslims of Bosnia are not get-
tine thye protection trom the
LIN that thev deserve. They
hlame the UN tor this tailure
but in reality 1t is the great
powers who pull the UN's
strings and who control its

operations who should be

- What to Do with the Planning Commission?

.. the Planning Commission has become not only anachronistic but also a pain in the neck for government

of nuw vehicles or posts. Con-
sequently, inordinate delays
take place, and since most
proiccts in B h are seill
donor-funded, the Bangladesh
government is losing credibil-
ity with the donor commu-
nity Since "aid fatigue”
among donors is now the
order ot the day, such delays
in project processing can only
be tolerated at one's peril. It
is not that we do not have
competent officers in the
Planning Commission. Bu the
system perhaps does not al-
low them to use their plan-
ning expertise. Maybe over
the vears, some also have
been rusted by the existing

system,

Another problem faced by
the Planning Commission for
quite some time is that at the
level of Members, it has be-
come an instrument to phase
out senior civil servants about
to retire or to console those

" who cannot be given a post-

ing to Ministries for one rea-
son or the other. For many
years now, there has not been
any lateral entry at this level.

The implication is that with a
posting of this kind, the
nerally turn into either "Mr
o" or "Mr Delay" for project
pro s they receive. There
1s also the peculiarly uneasy
relationship between the
ommission and
the Planning Ministry. All
told, the Planning Commis-
sion has become not only

B e e e e e e e e e e L T

- -
-

== & ==
e e e ey e e e e e e g e e

Making Government Work

anachronistic but also a pain -

in the neck for government
sponsored development activ-
ities, and this cannot obvi-
ously go on for long.

It is against this back-
gnund that pol.icY planners at

¢ highest level should be
encouraged to think radically
on the future of the Planning
Commission. I would like to
propose a number of steps in
this regard. Firstly, the gov-
ernment should tormally abol-

ish the Planning Commission
and the Planning Division. In
that case should be
placed in the PM's Office and

the Statistics Division should
I.:"E under the Finance Min-
ist

. Secondly, Pla:minﬁ
Cells in all Ministries shoul
be pgreatly strengthened,

drawing officers from the
Planning Commission. In a
parliamentary democratic set
up, the Ministry is where ul-
timately action lies. It is here
that politics is turned into
economics. But at present the
planning machinery available
there for giving a proper
shape to this process is rather
weak and hence this sugges-
tion. The Ministries shoul

have much more powers and
be allowed to process and ap-
prove all projects relating to

_teria

their respective ambits of ac-
tivities, except those requir-
ing more than, say, Tk 50
crore. They would obviously
have to hold inter-ministe-
rial mectin*s, involving the
Ministry of Finance, ERD and
other relevant organizations,
in approving projects. The
Ministries would negotiate
with the donors through the
ERD as they do now. In case

of any unresolved inter-minis-
differences, the PM
would act as the final arbiter.

Thirdly, very large projects
g.e. requiring more than Tk
O crore) should be handled
by a small NEC Secretariate
located in the Finance Min-
istry. These projects would be
decided in the NEC meetings
after the usual scrutiny and
inter-ministerial meetings ini-
tiated by the Secretariate.

Fourthly, after placement in

the strengthened Planning
Cells of the Ministries and the
NEC Secretariate, the remain-
ing Economic Cadre officers
should be absorbed in IMED

and the Statistics Division.
Finally, they should be amal-

‘gamated with BCS [Admin)|

cadre, and future recruitment
to the Economic Cadre
should be discontinued. This

S S S ——
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Sir, [ thank Mr Munirul
Haque for his letter (25 June|
in response to my abovemen-
tinnr:qF iece. One need not be
an nrcl!:itﬂct to be atfronted
by the increasingly unpleas-
ant physical protile of Dhaka.
It is a city [ happy to be very
fond of and, where many cit-
izens may privately grumble,

| my choice was to place a few

criticisms on the table to a
group of people who aPpear
to be partly responsible tor its
current mien.

Given the nature of our
city's growth, with its bur-
geoning population, the geo-
-graphical constraints on hori-
zontal expansion and a de-
manding nouveau riche with
its own peculiar interpreta-
tions of taste, architects may
be construed to be simply
_acl:in‘f 'in response to the de-
mands of the market.' Giving
the punters what they want,
so to speak. This view sug-
gests that architects do not
perform out of any genuine
control or authority over
their work, either as individ-
uals or as a profession. But is
this cnough, or even accept-
able, for such an influential,

1 privileged and. relatively well-

educated group of people,

who-c works have such a
tremendous bearing on the
lives of the rest of us? It sug-
gests to me an abdication of
social duty because the de-
mands of the market and the
needs of the community are
quite different.

There is no harm in having
pride in one's own profession,
thm;'l:lgh. one must always
guard against it ossifying into
cloistered, detached confi-
dence. A long and illustrious
career in architecture, which
includes both merit from and
standing amongst co-profes-

sionals, does not presuppose

the worth of what actually
matters — their buildings.
Professional status is an unre-
liable measure of social value,
as the moral nh}oqugpi much
Cnntempnrarf arcnitecture
amply testifies.

Perhaps it would be fitti
to conclude with the words o
an architect. I had the good
fortune to know Professor
Cho Padamsee during his time
at the Bartlett School of Ar-
chitecture, University Col-
lege, London l’hendcd by Peter
Cook). He ﬁace,d the point
far better than | have been
able to do subsequently. He
said.: "The complete archi-

tect should be a philosopher,.

a social activist, a revplution-

arv. Most are much less than
this and the worst amongst

-them become respected pillars
t." :

of the establishmen

Abdul Hannan
Dhaka-1205

Why more nuclear
bombs?

Sir, The nuclear policy of
big five nuclear powers —
USA, the UK, Frange, Russia
and China — is shrouded

with mystery and s nse.
Only in May 'I-I;g% they

. unitedly campaigned for the

nuclear non-proliferation
treaty designed to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons.

But by this time China has
already exploded a nuclear
bomb. France has declared
that she would make nuclear
tests for her security. The
USA is also cnnt:mplatix}g to
make unmind niuc ear
‘experiments’. of course
Russia and the UK would not
be left behind them.

It is reported that Israel
wm more than two hun-
nuclear bombs. India and
Pakistan have admitted that
they can manufacture nuclear

bombs. South Korea, Iran
Belgium, Argentina and South

Africa are reportedly making
nuclear bombs. Former Yu-
goslavia now Serbia is trying
to procure atom bomb from
Russia. After the collapse of
the Soviet Union the USA
cleverly took over possession-
of all nuclear weapons from
Ukraine and K stan. For
whom all the nuclear weapons
are meant?

Should Germany and
Illpan, the two rising powers
of Europe and Asia respec-
tively, be sitting idle sucking
their thumbs?

Above all it 1s very inter-
esting that UNSC economic
sanctions against Iraq con-
tinue unabated because some
wutct:l circlu:il du;.lbt l::i-mt
Iraq is also capable ot making
n;:qlw bombs.

What would the five big
nuclear powers do with their
stockpiles of thousands of nu-
clear weapons! Destroy the
entire human race because of
their failure to resolve mani-
fold socio-economic and polit-
ical problems of the world
peacefully and to meet their
own selfish ends’

We fail to understand the
abracadabra or the ABC of
politics of the nuclear powers.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

would, in fact, give the exist-
ing BCS (Economic) officers a
greater exposure to the im-
plementation process. Subse-
Eumt vacancies in P
ells of the Ministries, NE

Cell, IMED and the Statistics
Division should be filled in by
existing officers from various
cadres with adequate back-
ground in Economics, Statis-
tics, Sociology, Science, Agri-

rmance

blamed. Bur even well in-
formed Western new

come up with comments
demigrating the UN rather
than assigning responsibility
to those who are re ible
tor the spincless and unjust
policies being pursued m this
troubled region.

Fhe UN has not had, in
truth, a tair opportunity to
act in the area ot peaceke
mg and peacemaking as 1
Charter envisaged. course
it had its value even under
the Cold War constraints. As
the New York' Times said,
"At critical thash points — the
Cuban missile crnsis im 1962
three Muddlc East wars and
the war m Atrhamstan the
United Nt bogeht time
and  vased tace saving  re-
treats - There have been out-
stamnding ¢xamples of saceess
m recem vears such as South
Alrica, Namibwa and Cambo-
dia but in st ot these cases
the 1IN counld make
mmly when the Cold War had
cither ended or lost its steam.
In hll:-klﬂ!, at the UN at hﬂ?
one should not lose sight of
these  underlying factors
which cexcrcised a2  decisive
intluence on its acuvities. The
New York Times editorial
candidly .wdmatted the poimt
when it sand, "Inﬂrl::lirf, all
mawr powers, and espec
the United States, are '
mﬁ to promote ambitious
military operatuns when vital
interests are visibly not at risk
— a reality too often blurred
in lotty rhetonc.” In celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of
the world body it may be
wise to retlect on how the
Charter can be implemented
in lorwer and spanit. Selective
implementatnion of the Char-
ter to scrve only the interests
ol L oW pnw-crhll states will
chimb 1t I'I'Il'l'rill hlftnmh m
redie e 1t to the status 'U{ a
tool  wl their hands. The UN
I~ too important tor peace and
prosperity of the human race
to be viewed simply in terms
of narrow national interests.
Let this golden jubilee of the
United Nauons be an occa-
sion ¢o rededicate ourselves
to the noble ideals, values and
goals cnshrined in the Char-

ter

B ey

in :
E.l'htun: suggestions, if put
into practice, should bring
about dynamism in develop-
ment project processing, and
at the same time solve the
personnel problem almost
painlessly. However, if we
rastinate, we one
y have on our hands an im-
ible situation where
11 will be let loose,
wholesale retrenchment
rather than re t will
be the way out. As they
say, "A stitch in time, saves
nine.”

Making Dhaka Operational

A Husnain

Theé planning exercise

comprises at least three dis-
tinct areas; (a) maintain the
current overloaded services
and run it with minimum
breakdown; (b} introduce ad
hoc crash programmes/
projects to supplement the
overloaded services to the
residents of the metropolis;
and, (¢) draw up the master
plan h;-r the city to cater for
the next 10 to 25 years. One
central controlling agency for
the city is impractical trom
the administrative point of
view, as pointed out by Mr
Md Nurul Islam (June 16); but
coordination and cooperation
can be raised to optimum
level through a central
Control Room mechanism.

Certain do's and don'ts
have to be enforced. The ur-
hban migration has to be made
unattractive. Use the other
divisional hﬂﬂdjﬂll‘tﬂﬁ and
larger cities for diversion and
dispersal, for business and of-
ficial administration. Too
many decisions are taken in
Dhaka (centralisation). Decen-
tralisation has to be an open
policy. For this, the adminis-
trative reorganisation has to
be carried out quickly [EIEIT
slow progress at present). The
local selt-government policies
have to be practical to dis-
courage frequent trips to the
district and divisional HQs
and the metropolis. The pre-
sent administration is not
working urgently on this is-
sue. Urbanisation will increase
with development, and rise in
the standard of living (later,
suburban living becomes
pﬂﬁular, depending on the
public amenities available).

Although business activi-
ties are picking up in the rural
area due to the official policy
of business and loan incen-
tives, the intrastructure and
linkage services have to be
gearcd to a much higher level
at a much faster rate than at
present (road, transport,
communication, power, hous-
ing, storage, marketing, dis-
tribution, etc)

Urban migration in the de-
veloping countries is a global
pm?ﬁil’em, and plenty of stud-
ies have been made, which are
accessible to the local plan-
ners (through the UN agen-
cies). The central metropoli-

tan planning agency (if it ex-
ists at all} has to be sJ:pmrted
and backed up on t(ﬂpl’iﬂﬁt}"
basis; and its deliberations
may be widely publicised
through seminars and the
mass media, for continued
feedback. This feedback has
to be updated at in-
tervals (not difficult with

computerization).

The cycle rickshaws are
going to ply on the roads for
many more . Therefore
there shuulci be a separate
lane for non-mechanised ve-
hicles. If the bicycle could be
so popular in China, then
%}: is wrong with the other

The provision of satellite
towns around Dhaka is a must
(ring system). Its success will
depend on the mass rapid
transport system (MRT).
latter looks attractive on pa-
per, ‘li:ut cl;mtfc.g thtln:utﬂr

ted parts city
tnstallation of MRT is beset
with many physical, techni-
cal, and human problems.
Dhaka city must have fast en-
try an exit

ints
(transportation l)mcmro

Alongside, it may be re-
membered that too many
create congestion a
density and vth.ict}.

" The evils of vertical living

may be reviewed carefully as

r data available in the in-
ﬁcu;tri:li:cd countries
(including the psychological
effect of living out of contact
with the "mother” earth —
man was not designed to live
without his feet touching the

mﬂk h ' t di
nother point not dis-
cussed often is that Dhaka
was basi an academic city
university town). Like Ox-
rd and Ca idge, the edu-
cational facilities at rert
level may be shifted uutll‘az
Dhaka; or additions/expansion
not encour . There are too
many students in the
metropolis. The politicians
may not like it, but it is good
for political stability. Should
we be always fighting
slitically, or do something
En the country, as also for
ourselves! | have not come
into this world to serve the
interest of the politicians!




