Formulation of consumers'

protection law suggested

A day-long national work-
shop on "Consumer Rights"
organized by Health for All
was held yesterday for the
tirst timte in the city.

Dr Abdul Mayeen Khan,
State Minister tor Planni
opened the natiomal w»tl}?ﬁ
shop. Dr Khan said irrespec-
tive of party and group atfili-
ation, every politician and
professional should take part
to tormulate a pro-people
consumers, protection law in
the country. He walso ex-
pressed his deep concern re-
garding the grave situation ex-
mmﬁ in the country.

Sk Sazedur R an, Ex-
ecutive Director of Health for
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By SSMCH Correspondent

All. said three partners as
government, commodity and
employers and the consumers
should actively participate to
cnsure the consumers’ right
He also urged the media and
NON-ZOVEININent organizations
to come torward to motivate

and aware the consumers'

right. He proposed to con-
vene an inté¢rnational work-
shop on Asian Consumers

- Law and a few others similar

 CONSU
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topics in different districts in
the country.

Monmur Ahmed, represen-
tative of FBCCI, informed the
gathering that the')' are going
to introduce a selt-regulation

for industries and guasi judi-

cial body to dissolve the con-
stners disputes

Presided dver by Dr Syeda
Kudsia \khter, the workshop
was also addr ~~ed by Amin
Lashkar, acuing president of
FBCCI, Farhad Mazhar, Prot
Anwar Hossain, Taher Sob-
han, Barrister Fida M Kamal,
Md Jahangir, Dr Nazmtul Ah-
san, Additional; Secretary of
Health Md Fazlur. Rahman
and others.

About 70 participants
from various organizations
and institutions pargicipated

the workshop. Sk Sazedur
Rah executive director of
Health for All, presented the

key-note paper.
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Tk 70.26 cr
Barisal
poura budget

BARISAL, June 30: The
annual t of Barisal pour-
ashabha for the fiscal 1995-96
amounting to Taka 70.26
crore was announced here

yesterday, reports BSS.

The newly elected
pourashabha chairman Md
Ahsan Habib Kamal an-
nounced the budget at a
meeting at the pourashabha
office premises attended
the ward commissioners an
officials.

It showed an opening bal-
ance of Taka 1.33 crore of

which Tk 13.29 crore as rev-

enue income while Taka
55.63 crore will come from
the development fund of the

government.

No fresh tax was imposed
in the budget for the liscal
year. Terming the budget as
pro-people and development
oriented, Ahsan Habib Kamal
sought co-operation from all
sections of people in the de-
velopment activities of this

pourashabha.

The budget of Ith:
?auuuhabha or the fiscal
994-95 was Tk 40.26 crore.

Gopalganj poura
budget announced

From Our Correspondent

——

Dr M A Razzak, chiel of Wheat Research Centre, spoke at the four-day long
Jovdevpur on Thursday. Ir Craig A Meis

from back rew.

China pushing

BEIJING, June 30: China is
pushing ahead with reform of
its debt-ridden state-owmed
enterprises, but the reforms
will never lead to privatiza-
tion, senior officials said Fri-

“day, reports AP.

Reform of small and
medium-sized state-owned
companies has made progress
in Guangdong, Shandong,
Sichuan and Hubei provinces,
said Zhang Haoruo, vice min-
ister ot the State Commission
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Ll

HYUNDAI

CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

to prevent the loss of state-
owned asscts so that they will
not end up in the pockets of a
few individuals,” Zhang said
at a news conterence.,

Anuther vice minister of

Hong

the reform commission
Hu, carlier was guoted L',r the
Xinhua News Agency as say-
ing that some foreigners had
mistakenly concluded that
China's retorms of the state-
owned sector would result in
privatization,

the cvntral government. The
latest governanent * figures
show 31 per cent are losing

money.
szurm so tat has focused
on M0 large state-owned en-
terprises that will be pilot
ojects. But officials on Fri-
ay said much of this work
remains in the planning stage.
The i:uvfmllénc’nt is reluc-
tant so lar o let many hﬂﬂ-"
lessly debt-ndden enterprises
go bankrupt because it does

Internal Wheat Review Workshop at BARI in
ner, CIMMYT agronomist for Bangladesh, is dlso seen in the picture (right

ahead with reforms,
not privatisation of state firms

workers as it develops its ser-
vice industry, Zhgng said.

He said pr j
owned enterprise re
tar this year included:

Verification of assets of
state enterprises is continuing
and will be completed by the
end of the year.

Improvements are being
made in management and ac-

cnuntlﬁg,
A pilot programme of debt

S0

reorganization has been

GOPALGAN], June 30: Some small enterprises

.:._"

Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan, State

Minis

The Gopalgan) Pourasava has
approved a Tk 3,6,10,999.41

for Restructuring the Econ-
omy.

may be sold, but the state will
The smaller companies

use the proceeds to invest in

not yet have a system in
to provide for untmpk;"ly:ﬁe

WOTrKETS.

started in the cities of Xian

and Ningbo.

budget with estimated ex- that are losing money will be  the state-owned sector, and China expects that mml- The overall economic sit-
----- penditure of Tk | encouraged to form alliances the state-owned sector will lions of workers will be laid  ation is good said.
3,5,12,603.85 and surplus Tk | with larger state-owned en-  grow, he said. off as state-owned enterprises T'he overheated economy

L

Kudsia Akhter and Amin Laskar. .

iy

to negotiate by 2005 a pan-
American free trade zone, re; '

ports AFP.
Leaders from the 34 coun-
tries agreed at December's

- summit ot the Americas in

Miami, Florida — the first
such post-cold war regional

. conference — to hammer out

a plan tor a Free Trade Area

for

~ ing NAFTA membership.

of almost seven trillion dol-

lars. G e
Chile currently is negotiat-

In addition to NAFTA, the
Americas already have one

_ other major free trade bloc,

the southern common market

(MERCOSUR|, in addition to .

several bilateral are ments.

trade zone by 2005

‘Ron Brown opened business

development meetings Thurs-
day with officials from Ar-
gentina and Brazil, South
Amernica's leading industrial
and agricultural powerhouses.

Argentine President Carlos
Menem has maintained a
policy of close alignment in
trade and other policies with

i . : R
ter for Planning, addressing the workshop on Consumer
Rights' in the city yesterday. Also seen in the picture are: (L to R) Farhad Mazhar, Dr Syeda |
— Star photo

98,395.56 tor the tiscal 1995
6.

Hasmat Ali Sikdar
Chunnu, Chairman of the
Pourashava announced the
budget this noon at the
Pourashava auditorium.

Motin urges
people to be

self-reliant -

RUPGAN] (Narayanganjl,
june 3 Home Minister Ab-

. given by the government, re:

ports LINB,

The minister was address-
ing as chiet guest at a'function
on the occasion of releasing
fish fry in Golaikanda-Shimul-
tala Baropit”waterbody of
Rupganj-on Wednesday, said
an otticial handout.

Deputy Commissioner

China has about 100,000
large state-owned enterprises.
The state sector aceounts for
more than 40 per tent ot in-
dustrial output. Many per-
torm poorly and have- re-
~quired large subsidies from

|

terpriscs or to restructure
through leasing, auction or
share offerings. But the origi-
nal state capital will not
transterred to individuals,
Zhany said, '

The vovernment's .L',ﬂ;ll IS

are made etficient, about 20
million people in the state
sector now go to work but

have nothing to do, according

tor otficial estimates.
China will be able to
.vide jobs for many of s€

A‘rihuj Rhalilur Rahman, Director, National Bank _I.umted.
inaugurated the 60th branch of National Bank Limited at
Sheikh Mujib Road in Chittagong on Wednesday. M Nurul

slowed somewhat, inflation
has started to drop, suppl
and 'dcmbnl of m{:iﬂ

are in ance, and forei
trade and China's foreign 1:5:
change reserves have been
growing rapidly.

Arab joblessness, poverty
may grow worse : WB

AMMAN, June 30: Arab

future of the Arab labour

market said unemployment.

had soared in several coun-
tries since 1980 and stood
close to 20 per cent in Alge-
ria, Jordan, Labanon, tfe

 Palestinian self-rule areas,

Tunisia and Yemen.
_ The figure was 15-per cent
in Egypt and Morocco, it

Morocco had produced an

= i une nt and . ] e" to

: | dul Motn Chowdhury urged | 7 "% ° @G ¥ "W = % mﬂmpmm ‘mhpﬂvmﬂt? hﬁfg’ “‘:{::1 pfm of

DENVER, Colorado, June Free¢ Trade Agreement effect chis vear, groups Brazil the people particularly the tries become fully integrated poverty introducing eco-

30: Trade ministers from 34  (NAFTA) dlone. Grouping Argentina, Uruguay an unemployed youths to be self- in the world economy " nomic reforms, liberalising

countries stretching from anada, the United States Daraguay in a ftree trade | fehant by involving them- World Bank warned in are trade and cutting public
‘Canada to Chile were set to  and Mexico, accounts for 74  megamarket ot more than 190 selves in income-generating Wi port published here Thursday, spending, the bank S-Iidl?

meet Thursday on pushing  per cent of all inter-American = million people. ' projects like pisciculture | | @ Sl Sl - IRl gn * reports AFP. o Arab countries have

- forward their countries FIEdgE' tl'ﬂd'E, ﬂlld h‘:lﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ'lbi.llﬂd GDP . Us ommerce SECIEtﬂIY il\"'&lht’lg the opportunity “The aﬂ-pggg report on the other choice than to integrate

more fully in the world econ-
omy if they want to create
more jobs, the report con-
cluded.
"Immobility will lead to
eater poverty and increase
5{: risk of social contlict,” it
said. Instead countries had to
attract capital and channel its
Igbour force into productive

of the Americas (FTAA] MERCOSUR, which took Clinton's administration as H“}'!”:l‘_ln fRa]?[;lan preiidu.‘-:&:l_ Islam. Ali Akbar Khan, Abdul Alim, and Mohammed A added. SeCLOTS.
WI%II?dEFEdt. . pho e 1-:11'511 aétlutuffomUS Pres- -ﬂﬂ:ﬁé Eiq‘giﬂ:?%?sl-?éfiﬁlgf- Awwal, directors. and Kazi Abdul Mazid, Managing Ishace Diwan, a World *
ey did not, however, SOH&]] Baﬂk to ident George Bush fiﬁtu i alen sAdcscd B Director of the bank, are alse seen in the picture. Bank expert who presented

agree on how long putting the
I—“%:m into etfect might rtl.fkr-:.
« "The region was dealt a se-

rious blow by the Mexican -

give Tk 6.45c¢cr

But Brazil has+bﬂen“a l::it

~more hesitant about the pace

of €COnomic integration.
‘Brazil, for example, con-

UP chairmen of Bholta a
Golakandail and fisheries offi-

lic minister said, piscicul-

20,104 bundles of CI sheets

the report at Jordan Univer-
sity, said: "the world of work
is tacing a very difficult situa-
tion" in Arab countries.

“Govt opens 641

rice purchase

monetary) crisis, which got v dS agril loan tin | i . : - . ed fo - - _ - e
monctary) crisis, which got S agI1 102 e e the bes | e one of he imponan: | SAMCEIOM r 59 districts | | e rcport said rising centres .
: B P - : ENIDAH, June 30 Son- - e rogramme ol the present y . ! : LUII- »

border ‘confics” said AT HMENIDAY, june 30 Son - MerCorur, gadualycalargeic | BLOSEAI o, [, Becsen By Stff Correspondent | paniedby s ll i salaiesn, By Staff Correspondent
thhingmn "Raul Granillo ' crore as agri loan among the can countries. and then nego- | StV The income-generating : Th'f,, SOVEINIMe Nl Sanc-  pDhaka, The list of its remark | & S t wages had The govemnment. it 65e;
Ocampo. "The fact of bei ~ farmers of 10 south-western  tiate with the north Graniﬁjn Pifl'f'}littﬁ like Plfﬁlﬁulltufﬂ, l'f:l”];‘;it‘il}}:ff E‘I'}“j;ﬁ;'ﬂc;}; c?lumnhsaid thatﬁﬁﬂlbpﬁldles 51“‘;5:m salt poverty had in.  ned 641 rice purchasing centr.
: ' ] distri f the onegoi : ' attorestation, small and cot- : e L of CI sheets in Moulvibazar : - .
I lllow ciough Witk disticts oo the ongoing Ocamposidl 7+ " | BHSEITLAN 20 | Bren anar o it 94C] et 0 PO | cocaed S sl £ 1n the oty Gt e
restoring Eilﬁfi?t:ﬂi:ﬁ in Latin | to US efforts to create 14 highly to al Emtﬁlp overty of }Ft;‘l{‘. 1S ‘ ‘ nance Minister M Saifur c:él traini ulﬁm Abdul Bhuiyan told
America." '  Official sources said, of the  working groups at the Denver 'th-ﬁl JEPRIEof Rual. areas; He trihxft;:ni;hélp{f;jﬁhsﬂtw;ﬂiifé, Rahman and 200 bundles fm I:nﬁm nd jobs. of  the Jatiya Sangsad on

The trade ministers are due ~ total, Tk 75 lakh will be dis- conference, one for every ne- 'wﬁulcrrihg tei the presenta: ' p eater Dinajpur district for ’ rtion ™

to sign on Friday a declara-’
tion ratitying their commit-
ment to wrapping up the
FTAA negotiation process by

bursed among the farmers in
Jhenidah district, Tk _1.05

" crore in Jessore; Tk 40 lakh in

Magura, Tk 70 lakh in

gotiation area outlined in Mi- -

ami. Seven working groups
are to created here, with four

more expected at-a March

tion of tax tree budget for the
tiscal 1995-96 as the outcome
of the continued successes in

by State Minister for Relief
and Disaster Management
Harun-Al-Rashid in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday showed

hurshid Jahan Hag of women
seat-301 of the 1S. However,
in case of other unspecified al-
location, the list simply read,

gg le earning less than 30
llars a month rose by 30
per cent between 1985 and
1990 and is continuing to

At these centres, 19,957
metric tons of rice had been
purchased until June 19, he

: ; ecte ; economic and.other sectors, | that 5702 bundles of CI "L are : " climb, the reports said. said repl to a question by

2005, as well as a working Khu'l“k’;.[ék 90 lakh in Kush- 1996 I!lﬁﬁtmﬁalvﬂ Colombia. Motin said, the present BNP | shcvts were distributed® in TTS:;:;{E:H :Etn:ﬁ[;ﬂe?ist In Jordan, the number of Sardar gll;ihawat HDS?““T"

plan to take immediate steps tma_ Tk Shkhﬁ 1 ﬁ Meherpur - Officials have been paving government have undertaken | Phaka, Munshiganj, Madar- laced in response to queﬂ.’ -Emr people increased three-  Bakul of the BNP. Besides,

toward that ambitious goal. ;“ ail | h: each in the way for the Denver | various pragmatic steps for | ipur and Moulvibazar districts Eiun by Md Sizajul Ifﬂam of Id to stand at 13 per cent of another 76,481 M_T of rice

The vast' Alaska-to-Ar- I “dI e Bagerhat, Chuadanga meeting for months, with - socio-economic development | tor unspecified thanas. Pahna-'fl Dhaka division got the population, it added. The  had also been collected during
gentina trade area currently =~ and Satkhira. - coming from the inter-Ameri- | of the common pegple. =~ | The unexplained allot- e highest allocation (8610 | -increase was due to the 1990- the period, he added.

groups more than 700 million

Disbursement of the loans

can development bank, the

He said government have

ments were 4,000 bundles in |

bundles} followed by Chit-

1991 Gulf crisis which saw

he Minister replied in the

consumers and has a’'com- ; Organization of American | achieved a remarkable success | Munshiganj, 1200 bundles i ivision 7371 ‘| many Jordanian workers re-  affirmative when Begum
bined GDP toping eight tril- will start soon and will con-  States and the UN Economic | illi - WY URAD], S TUILES M agpong  division. (S7L71:] o Y ' in oil-ri Farida Rahman asked it the
vlion doflars. g eight tr thue il nexe A omaiatiiet EL Yot A it in fulfilling the basic needs of | Madaripur, 250 bundles in  K{ulna. (3664), Rajshahi g&%ﬁﬁmﬁbﬂ in oil-rich price of rice increased re-

i

But the North American

" Meet on BSTI
- projects held

. State Minister for Indus-

tries Lutfor Rahman Khan |

Seirté.mher{ the

sources added.

can and the Caribbean.

-

. GENEVA, June 30: Settle-

US-Japan

the people like food, clothing,

} education, housing and health.

disFutE was a victory for the

than push tor iron-clad gov-

Moulvibazar, 200 bundles in
Dinajpur and 52 bundles in

Rvutaro Hashimoto on
Th

(2006) and Barisal (97).

auto deal a relief to world trade body

"What we missed was an

However Tunisia and

cum%hint proceedings against
Sout

cently.

'US House passes

radical budget
blueprint

asked the BSTI authorities to | ‘ment of the auto dispute be- O, formed in January. ernment commitments. ursday visited Ruggiero opportunity to test the sys- Korea in the so-called WASHINGTON, June 30:
Eﬂ'gn vigilance teams to visit | tween the United States and The United Sta::r: had None of the dipldmats with thtY official news that tem out,” Graham said. hot dog dispute. It claims Ko- | The US House of Representa-

: rkets for checking the
access of below standard and

Japan deprives the World

Trade Organization of an im-

" threatened to im

: se punish-
ing sanctions on Japanese hux-

questioned wante

to be
identified. |

Tokyo would not haul the
Clinton administration before

But some WTO insiders
were relieved. Any WTO rul-

rean rules on shelf-life, the
length of time from manufac-

tives on Wednesday passed a
radical budget blueprint that

'“I dn“mltﬂm“’d products, reports | portant test case, but alse ' ury cars unless Japan opened WTO chief Renato R the WTO to j the legality ing against the United States  ture of goods to their sale, are | would chop government
: e 3 - Egmes as a relief to the - it?markets to USP autci: and giero, who was not actually of threate US actions. wnuﬁahave seriously soured (oo ;mnﬁ::_m +d¢:ﬂ.l‘ﬂ¢d to | spending to eliminate ths fed-
The State Minister was | fledgling body, reports AP. auto parts. The® two sides 1nvolved in talks between the AT a press conference relations between the organi-  Reep out ign Tts. eral deficit in 2002 m;} ?:
addrﬂ:smnF a4 meeting om & Disputes in the hgfm — « reached agreement Wednes- United States and Japan, had Wednesday, Hashimoto de-  sation and its most powerful e E“mmn nion has' | taxes over seven yemar ; )
progress of different develop- | over Korean shelf-life laws and  day, just hours before the no doubt the settlement was & scribed the settlement as a  member. | asked for O-sponsored | billion daliesd. repocss fuulrl
ment projects and activities of | ,Japanese taxes on European - sanctions were to take effect. ~ WTO victory. victory for the WTO. The WTO is meant to have  talks with Japan, Eﬂmpl,ﬂﬂmﬁ The 238-194 vote- mostl)
Bangladesh Standard and ze — have distinctly less =~ Some argued the conflict's "The WTO's dispute set- US Trade Representative tougher powers to settle dis-  sbout Japanese taxation of | along Panahneu — was a Vic-
Testing Institute (BSTI) here | crowd appeal. They will do ' resolution sent a signal to  tlement system has done its Mickey Kantor studiousl utes than its predecessor, the  Scotch whisky, Swedish | tory for Republican House
on :fhm'&dgﬁ. little to raise the public proo  Washington that the threat of job as. a deterrent against avoided reference neral Agreement on Tariffs yodka and other European | Speaker Newt Glﬂﬂlt;l who
We will not be able to | file'of the new W 1% as an au- sanctions would help bringre-  conflict and promoter of in describing the settlement and Trade. Governments can-  liquors. hed for a balanced t

compete the international

thoritative trade judge. -

luctant trading partners to

agreement,” the former Italian

and made it clear the United

The other big US-Japan

rom early this year when tew

cie ] : _not simply ignore or block _

market if we fail to maintain They are also less politi-  their knees. : trade minister said in a state-  States not its See- WTO mga _ dispute, which involves access | others belicved 1t could be
quality of our products as the | * cally explosive, however, and . ' Others said the near cer- ment late Wednesday. tion 301 trade law that pro- Simmering disputes in-  for Federal Express cargo | achieved. Eight Ih'm“":""i
whole world has turned into a| probably a safer bet for the tainty of a WTO ruling that “The WTO was virtually  vides for the use of sanctions clude a Venezuelan complaint  planes in the Far East, will not | voted for the measurc an
Sh.‘&lﬂ market” the State | - O's untested dispute set- the proposed sanctions were -  bypassed,” disagreed Edward o n markets. that US environmental rules c¢come before the WTO. Ax one Rl.'_p“hlll:m Ilrprnﬂ;lu
Minister told the meeting, tlement mechanisms. illegal helped persuade M Graham, . semor fellow at ?S:e United States was ex-  on gasoline keep out Venezue-  services, like routes and | tive Michael Flanagan of Tl

Ao others BSTI Direc- Trade ne otiators in Washington to compromise the Instituw tor International cted to drox its threats to  lan exports. That is still in lhc landing rights, are not 1n nm_?n;ﬂrd against 1t S——
tor Geggfal Mohiuddin Azad| Geneva were divided Thurs- and accept voluntary plans by  Economics, & Washington- Ein; a wider complaint early stages and neutral arbi-  cluded in the international senate was exped

and concerned officials were:
present.

I day on whether the settle- Japanese companies to boost

ment of the US-Japan auto American auto sales rather

Japanese Trade Minister

f

against Japanese auto
IE':trintionl before the WTO.

market .

tration ﬁnm:l has been set up.
Was

ington has started

accord which set up the
WTO.

to join the House within
hours and pass identical lan
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