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Old Sylhet in a New
Division

Sylhet becomes .1 division, formally, exactly a
month hence. Congr.itulation to all the people of the
former or greater Syl het district for their successful
return to the old fold :ulthough in a new form.

We want to welconae the event. For thelfrlhct re-
gion to have its admiruistrative needs, specially relat-
ing to revenue etc, done in far Chittagong was never a
practicable thing. Thait way this is a very good deci
sion. Apart from this, {}ylhet which was the Bengalee-

pulated Surma Valle'y in the Assam province of Bri-
tish India, had a distin ct ethnico-cultural identity of
its own for centuries.

After Barisal, Sylhet:. If we accept that both new
divisions came as acts ¢ f good judgement, we must, to
be fair, acknowledge th ere are other cases as convinc-
ing as these. In British India, for the whole of its
16,00,000 square-mile .area — Mymensi was the
most populous district. Why shouldn’t govern:
ment create a division out of greater Mymensingh
without anyone'’s asking for it. Or is it that Barisal and.
Sylhet got their way by forcing it down a govern-
ment's unwilling gullet? If Barisal can be a division, so
can many. Maybe about a dozen of the 17 greater
districts do deserve to be divisions, by the token
Barisal becarse one. And having Rajshahi to continue
as a division with four greater districts and treating it
at par with Barisal can mvean only one thing — that
divisions mean really nnth.in%;en

If it does not result in ainy benefit for Barisal as well
as for the nation as a whole — why have you made a.
division of it. There seems to be a body. d NICAR
— National Implementation Committee for Admirtiss -
trative Reorganisation — and ‘it is this body that
made the Sylhet Division decision. Wit else does °
this body do? Are these divisivns being'created within
a well thought-out plan and wnder wise criteria? How
many divisions should we have:, idcal]dy's‘

Governance, in the fifth year of a duly elected gows.
ernment's dispensation of all of this state's pewer,
continues to be purely of an ad hoc nature. This is
dangerous. The government must take our people
into confidence about its thoughts on administrative
reorganisation and the working oif the NICAR.

A Vicious Attack

There are some parties who are always using reli-
gion for political ends. But when an MP of the ruling
party starts using religion for the same purpose, then

“we should start to worry. According to press reports
Farida Rahman, during budget discussions, criticised
some section of fundamentalist groups for calling poet
Shamsur Rahman and other intellectuals 'murtad’.
This is a new term, given currency by a section of
fundamentalists, who use it to attack any 1 OF
institution they are opposed to. Farida de-
manded that government take action to prevent such
use of religion by groups whe want to realise thei

litica) a;ittJidpul‘qﬁi;;L genda by exploiting the desply |

. held religious belief of our people. In res Y an-
other MP from BNP, jur Rahman, went on —
what we ‘think to be a delibérately misleading and
dangerously provocative attack on Farida Rahman —
accusing her of 'speaking against Islam.' It is one thing
to oppose a parliamentary colleague for her views,
and engage her in a lively, or even confrontational,
debate. However, it is something quite different to
accuse her of denigrating Islam, and g@iestioning her
own religious faith. '
We decided to comment on it not only for the con-
tent of the debate between one ruling member
" and another. But more so because of the insidious and
volatile nature of it. Why didn't Mashiur Rahman at-
tack the substance of Farida Rahman's contention? He
" could have easily tried to, if he wanted to, prove how
incorrect Farida Rahman's position was, and that
whatever was being said against poet Shamsur Rah-
man, or other intellectuals were correct. No. Instead
of attacking her for what she had said, he accused her
of working against Islam, and attacked her faith in re-
ligion, and questioned her loyalty to BNP. How and
why should a question raised about political exploita-
"tion of religion be made to appedr as an attack against
religion itself. This is precisely what pseudo religious
leaders, whose main agenda is politics, do when their
political use of religion is questioned. Whenever these
people are opposed, their views questioned, their mo-
tives exposed for what they are — self disernent
and use of people's sentiment and respect for Islam to
capture political power — they _.raimlggq._cry‘_xhﬁ
*Islam is being attacked." L T

cious attack on our greatest poet, Shamsur Rahman,
and by the same token we condemn the atte
stifle the demand for government action, as

- Farida Rahman,
exploit religious belief of the

sectarian political agenda.

people to push forward
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We condemn now, as we did _-iﬂ“"fhit:lﬂist, the vi- -
tto
by

ainst those who misuse religion and |
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| most of the government

Whither Non-Farm Activities in Rural Bangladesh?

T goes without saying
that the capacity ot abso-

|

rbing the incremental
labour torce in agriculture is
extremely limited because of
(a) a limited scope tor

expansion of the land trontier;
(b} an almost saturation pont
in cropping intensity and (c)
a low employment elasticity
of output. Generation ang
promotion of non-farm
activities (NFA) in both rural
and urban areas, therefore
seem to ecmerge as the
potential sources of furthering
employment oppartunities in
rural Bangladesh. In fact, over
the years, there has been in
evidence some structural
changes in the composition of
the labour force with a
dechine in agricultural em-
ployment level. Nearly half
of the non-agricultural labour
force in rural areas are re-
orted to be employed in

A's like trade, processing,
manufacturing, transport,
comstruction and various
types of personal and com-
munity services. (An investi-
gation into the issues sur-
rounding NFA in B esh
has been made by Dr. Ma-
habub Hossain, A Bayes and
Muuktnﬁzm Rahman in an [LO
working paper).

It is said that the growth in
rural nonfarm emglﬁym:nt
can signal good or news.
If agriculture prospers, in-
crease in wages and expansion
of markets tend to stimulate

owth in increasingly pro-

| ductive NFA_ But in stagnant

rural regions an expansion in
non-farm employment may

Magor constraints o the develapment of rerl indusirial cnterprioes are identifiod os chortegs of

Fourth Plan focused more on appropriate policies than on institutional development for promotion
of the rural non-farm sector. However, all such wishes failed to materialise due to lack of proper

only reflect that population
growth forces the non-farm
sector to soak up excess
workers in marginal, low dgm-
ductive jobs. For Blnﬁh sh
the popular hypothesis is
that sluggish agricultural
growth tends to push labours
out of agriculture into various
NFAs mostly of a residual va-
riety characterized by low
labours productivity. The
rapid growth of NFA is, thus
considered to be a sign of
weakness for the economy.
"Unless it is supported by an
increase in the demand for
their goods and services, the
swelling of their rank will
merely increase competition
among the poor to eke out a
living from a stagnant market
for non-farm goods and ser-
vices and hence would lead to
a decline in labour productiv-

ity and accentuation of
poverty.”
However, beside the
"push” factor from stagnant
nﬁcultuﬂ: sector as implied
abowve, a strong “pull” factor
in accelerating employment
growth in NFA activities is
also adduced by many. First,
the recent growth in crop
oduction in Bangladesh has
E:tn achieved mainl }&vthmggh
diffusion of the V-tech-
nology. The trend towards
specialisation in crop produc-

"Why Nuclear Power"

by M A Quaiyum

In res

ertﬂﬁ ]
HANK you very much

I tor yvour above ment-
ioned editorial dated 2

June '95, on nuclear power in
Bangladesh. We appreciate
objective debates and
discussions at all levels,
especially in the mass media

on the subject. This is one of '

the efftective ways to create

blic awareness, which is an
important and integral part of
implementation of nuclear

power programme in any
coun :
s Such+ discussions should,

however, be conducted kcg-'
¥ " ing i¥ view fdatiofadl fleeds, *

cﬂn(:lstraintsl and other
conditions. Electricity gener-
ation in Bangladesh is only
about 81 kWh per capita,
which is roughly one-fifth of
the consumption in India or
Pakistan, and one-thirtieth of
the world average. Thus,
when we talk about the need

for a growth of the emrg&;ﬁ
wi

- electricity in keep

€conomic gﬂﬁlﬁ mn term
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tions per year would work
out to be in hundreds or even

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

ponse to The Daily Star editorial of 2 June '95,
the Chairman of the Atomic E

in thousands of MW. Viable
technologyi/fuel options in
this situation are limited to
conventional fossil fuels such
as natural gas, coal and oil,

‘hydro; and nuclear.

The known reserves of
indigenous prumary energy re-
sources for electricity genera-
tion are limited to natural gas,
the lone hydro plant at Kaptai
and the future coal at Bara-
pukuria. Recoverable ' re-
serves of natural gas, which
now accounts for about 87
{n:r cent of total electricity, is

nadequite for mieeting the
oWt Hemand - a

art of it {45-50 per cent] can

used for the electricity

after meeting its demand in
other end-uses such as fertil-
1zer, industnies, domestic and
commercial sectors. Bara-
pukuria coal with an esti-
mated annual production of:
one million tons will be suffi-
ciént tor a 300 MW plant. If
Bangladesh wants to attain a
modest target of about 350
kWh clectricity per capita in
the year 2020 t1which is the
presentlevel of consumption

in India and Pakistan), the

nergy Commission

i R umer g Ao
surplus a

level of cr:;upp output. _ﬂ:’n
even a ate increase in
crop output could lead to a
substantial increase in the
demand for trade and trans-
port services. Second, the in-
creased demand for agro-
chemicals and irrigation
equi t and spare parts
produced in urban areas or
are imported from outside.
Higher levels bf marketed

—  political will

This can be compared to 20
to 45 per cent full time em-
ployment generated in NFA
in rural areas in developing
coantries. The employment in
rural NFA has been growing
at 8 per cent per year since
independence. It is found that
it is not only the landless who
tend to flock to NFA but
also nearly half of the land
owning households have same

non-farm occupations.
Households with

tter re-

Beneath the Surface

T R T e waegeERT W R

by Abdul Bayes

surplus would increase the
demand for rural processi
activities. At higher levels
income, the capacity of the
rural population to pay for
improved education and
health services would im-
prove which may induce ex-
pansion of the rural services
sectors and so on.

NFA constitutes an impor-
tant part of Bangladesh econ-

omy. It is reported that
nearly 60 per cent of the rural '
households have one or more

members engaged in NFA.

country will have to imrort
substantial amount of fuel for
the future power plants. Op-
tions for iﬁlﬂoﬂtd fuel aré

limited to oil or nuclear.

Coal has environmental
gubk:ms through emission of
reen House Gases. Other
ﬁl‘ﬂhl’:[ﬂl like logistics of its
andling, transportation
3000 Tons per day for a 300
W plant) will not allow its
use as the only fuel in meeting
of our incremental demands.
Price and availability of oil in
the international market are
uncertain, as. adequately
demonstrated by the ener
crisis. In such a situation,
future energy-mix of the
country has to incorporate
the nuclear option. Inade-
quacy of energy resources,
cost economics and environ-
mental issues were duly con-
sidered in all the feasibility
studies conducted so far on
the Rooppur Nuclear Power

that the project is technically
and economically viable for

Bangladesh.

It is not true that growth
ot the nuclear er has been
stalled altogether. At present
about 430 nuclear plants are
in operation contributing.
about 18 per cent of the
ﬂnbal electricity generation.

owever, some countries in
the west particularly in the
USA are not now proceeding
with expansion of nuclear
power generation. If critically
analysed, it would appear that

Project and it.was concluded

source position i.e. more land
and better human resource
skills are also found engaged
in rural trading and service

activities which account for
three-fitths of the total non-

farm emiployment. -

A large portion of the re-
murccror households are
engaged in trading and trans-
port operations. Although
these :mrln}r relatively low
amount of capital, the average
productivity is much higher
than aﬂlcultm | wage
rate. Unly three to Your per

the demand for electricity n

countries have attained a
saturation level or even have
txcess generation capacity in
some cases. On the other
hand, in countries like France,
Japan and Korea, where the
indigenous primary energy re-
sources are not adequate,
nuclear power plants are be-
ing built as planned earlier. It
may be noted that contribu-
tion of nuclear power in
overall electricity generation
is already about 78 per cent
in France about 54 per cent in
Belgium, 40 per cent in Korea.

about ‘31 per cent in Japan
and about 30 per cent in
Germany.

Safety is definitely one of
the main concerns of nuclear
power. In about tour decades
of its use, nuclear technology
has shown an outstanding
track record of safety. It has
been
proach to safety adopted ar
all phases of a nuclear powet
project. The high investment
cost is due to the various
safety systems and engineered
n&z features incorporated in
the design on the basis of de-
sign basis accidents with a
probability of one in a million
or less. The accident at Cher-
nobyl happened in a design
which is not licensable in any
other country and that coun-
try, contrary to the interna-
tionally acceptable criteria,
had chosen to compromise
some of the safety teatures.
Even this worst type of acci-

sible due to the ap- ;

cent of the rural transport
operators have labour pro-
ductivity lower than the
agricultural wage rate. The
average productivity in
trading was 80 per cent higher
than the agricultural wage
rate. Rural services have
strong markets and with
technological progress in
agriculture the market ex-
ands to a large extent.
arly 1B per cent of the ru-
ral incomes in tec ]
progressive village are spent
on rural services compared to
8 per cent in backward vil-

In rural industnal sectors,
a significant portion of em-
loyment 1s povernty-induced.
hese are enterprises which
employ traditional technol
and are done by female
labour. Enterprise in which
the returns to family labour
are lower.than wage earnings,
employ nearly one third of
the total labour in rural in-
dustries. With increase in
agricultural incomes and de-
velopment of rural infrastruc-
tures, the market for these in-
dustrial products shrink as
they are exposed to competi-
tion from higher gquality
products of urban origin.
It would be naive to con-
clhude that the entire non-farm
rural sector in Bangladesh is a

dent did not cause damages
as apprehended in the media
at that time. Safety will be
one pf the main criteria in
sedlection of techmnol in
case of Bangladesh and all in-
ternational criteria are to be
followed in its design, im-
plementation and operation.

We noted that some of the
information contained in your
editorial, deviate, in cases
substantially, from the real si-
tuation. These include the fol-
lowing:

a. Money
(from 1961 till to date) is less
than Tk 7.00 crores. It has
been queted in your editorial
under reference that Tk 140
crores was spent up to the
year 1969, >

b. Bangladesh is looking for

a reactor of size 300 or 600
MW

c. We agree that nuclear
power will be accepted only if
it is cheap. The capital cost
of a nuclear power plant is
higher than its conventional
alternative. On the other
hand annual operating cost of
a nuclear power plant s much
lower than its alternatives.
For example, the annual sav-
ings on fuel in case of a 300
MW nuclear plant will be §

40 million when compared to
coal or $ 80 million compared
to oil. This annual saving will
make it easy to recover the
initial extra investment cost.

d. Countries, like France,

spent so far

sponge for absorbing surplus
labours . A part of tl'rmrlt:..lnl
industrial sector would also
be characterized which would
decline as the. economy
achieves progress. But this
segment accounts for a small
proportion or total non farm
employment. A large part of
the rural non-farm sector does
have the potential for in-
creasing productivity and in-
comes through |
mobility for agricultural wage
labour to self employment m
non-agricultural.

Major constraints to the
development of rural indus-
trial enterprises are identified
as shortage of finance, dehi-
Cient entreprencurship, tradi-
tional technology, scarcity of
raw materials etc. The Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh also
recognised the importance of
NFA and took necessary
to cut the constraints.
Fourth Plan fm‘iused mﬁ; on
appropriate policies t on
institutional development for

romotion of the rural non-

sector. The policies pro-

posed include (a) appropriate
retorms in exchange rates and
tariff policies to remove bias
against rural industries; (bl re-
structuring the licensing
tem; (c| integrati credit
with training etc. | ver,
all of these wishes failed to
materialise due to lack of
proper political will. It is ex-
i Py logpllicn
- ven to -
tance of NFA in Bmm
and required policy interven-
tions should follow the suit.

Japan, Korea or Belgium
where a major share of elec-
tricity 1s generated in their
nuclear plants, are not sugely
operating the plants as show
pieces. It is unwise to think
that such plants would be
built or rated unless they

are found economically ac-
ceptable.

e. Many countries (for ex-
ample Canada, Belgium, Ko-
rea, Sweden, Finland, Hun-
gary etc) are known to have
no aspiration for nuclear
weapons, even though they
are operating nuclear power
plants for qu%te some tii.

f. Technology for waste
management is available and
the problem is more political
in nature. It may be in
mind that radioactive Ura-
nium and Thorium are natu-
rally occurring substances and
all are exposed to varying de-

.,E'Etﬁ of background radiation

om th¢ earth, gosmic rays . .
etc; not to speak of the all
depesits of nuclear minerals.

It 1s now a common practice
In hany countries to use a fa-
cility within the plant
premises for intermediate
storage of spent fuel generated
over the entire plant life. In
the meanwhile, suitable loca-
tions, such as abandoned
mine faces of the Hard Rock
deposit at Madhyapara may
be investigated for use as po-
tential site for final storage of
wastes.
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.. Sir, Government offices
and gubiic sector corporations
arg

-basic

alli_ll and essentially
the welfare-of the

; _'ﬁpﬁ_ﬂplt jlnd rendering nec-
«:f essary services to the mem-
| bers of the public. But unfor-

tunately the performances of
(dutiés and responsibilities)
of services in

. ents-and corporate
bodies are deteriorating day

| | a2 . g} Itisalleged that large-scale
Pl'ﬂ-pﬂtl‘ udeet™ @ %Tﬁgulg}tmsj" 1_n?f§1c:pncies

. o | eI o igence of duties are
Proshika, one of our outstandifig NGO, o R ’f bei ':"E%c‘mg:haittcd' in’ some

very innovative and important seminar on ‘Thyrsday. “Bov nt offices and public
It focused on finding out what there was, if anything: . 'SECtdr corporations, The offi-
at all, for the poor in the buadge lndwiaftm JOr 9% | cers’and staff come to their
ever consulted in the preparation of the budget. The | offices Tte and go early. Most

findings of the main . DI® s
Ecm::ggist Atiur Rahgf:,r m l:?}' )
the poor wgre not involved in the budget-preparing
process, nor were they concerned m
was in it. The workshop brought home the fact that
there -is too much 3111? service and too little real t;?“-
.phasis on poverty alleviation. This newspaper itse
* had organised.one of its roundtable on pro-
planning about a year ago, whose findings clem
showed that without a more serious em is On our
- poor, Bangladesh cannot create sustainable growth.
e need to pay attention to poor not out of charm
but out of a sense of self-preservation. Because
poor produced much more wealth per-capita of
investment than did the rich. Thus, as a society and
as a nation, we are likely to get far more 'bang for our
buck' if we divert necessary i:mdo towards both rural

ere was another important that
i t was to simplify the bud-

came ’R{’mﬂil the seminar. oposal
et. We think it is a very important pro :

ow budget is a serion _

for all

AL

convinced thet it canm be made tr
for the general pm' \frer 4l
general public, then it should't

ninafurmatandina.l;‘qfwthuil :
understand, interpret, yse and use in their work,
trade and business. -

) c‘tcd! "'*-, & - ;

uch about what

i

|

| of the time they pretend and
‘show that they are awfully

busy in ‘'file works' and
‘attending their superiors'.
They can hardly spare an
time to listen to and atte
the members of the public to
get their various works done
and to help them solve their
different problems and diffi-
culties for which a particular
government office of a public
ﬁ;:tm: corporation is meant
It appears that an entire
government office or a public

sector corporation is meant
for the welfare and personal
works of the officers and staff
employed therein and not for
any outsider or the member
of the public.

Letters, applications or

| complaints submitted by the
; of the public seeking
mmhrmunn and en-

quiries, help and assistance
and remedies on various mat-
ters, problems and difficulties
are seldom acknowle or

- | responded rather misplaced

There is no proper super-
vision, control, accountability
and transparency of various
government offices and public
sector corporations. Further
there are often abuses of ad-
ministrative and financial
powers. No proper organisa-
tional set up, no set system
and procedure of work, no
checking of misuse of otfice
transports, no proper I-Eﬁail'
and maintenance of vehicles,
telephone, other office
equipment, furniture and
store, even cash book and
cash in hand.

For the success of democ-
racy and good governance in

the country streamirég of -
iffer-

works and functions of

ent government offices and
public sector corporations,;
job description and allocation

.~ of duties and amunﬁ different

levels of officers and staff and
their lzimper supervision and
control are an imperative.
Year after year we hear
about assurances of adminis-

_trative reforms in the country

from the public leaders but

unfortunately nothing practi-
cal is being done. :
We would request our

Prime Minister and the Min-
istry of Establishment to im-
mediate take necessary steps
to improve the working and
standard of services 1‘tl::-ll‘g ov
ernment offices and public
sector corporations in the
greater national interest.

O H Kabir
Dhaka

Telephone tariff

Sir, Nothing appears to be
transparent these days. Some

time back I was relieved to
read i your esteemed news-

aper that at long last the
E‘FF Deptt had decided to in-

sl =

——

troduce cheap rate telephone
calls for overseas and mini-
mum unit «<harge of 30 sec-
onds instead of one minute.
This was no doubt a relief for
many who have children and
near and dear ones abroad.
Although the r:heap rate
seems to have been intro-
duced (though only 25 per
cent cheap as against per

.cent 1n western cnuntricsk it

appears from ISD bills that
still the minimum unit re-

' mains one minute i e for even

a second or two full tariff rate
is being charged (which is Tk
60 for UK and Tk 80 for
USA|. For those who use ISD
facilities have to pay for a full
one extra minute's charge for

a second too long a conversa-
tion. Similarly, when due to
service failure at times the
line gets disconnected and re-
peatied dialling is made to get
the line — every time the line
gets disconnected the ISD bill
i1s made on full one minute for
each dial i ¢ Tk 60 or Tk 80
plus VAT 15 per cent.

In other countries there is
a system of claiming refund
for service failures but our

. T&T does not have an{:uch

system. A few months back, |
had booked an overseas call
through the trunk operator,
the dialling was done by the
operator but from the bill it
appeared that there were two
or three additional calls for
1/2 seconds to the same num-
ber in rapid succession and
were charged causing unnec-
essary monetary loss to me. |
have a non-ISD digital phone,
I did not request tor conver-
sion to ISD because of fear of
service failure charge, but I
see that [ have to pay for the
service failure even if it is
done by the operator. What is
the remedy! There is cus-
tomer service in T&T. Can't
they have an effective cus-
tomer service number
manned by knowledgeable
persons for helping sub-
scribers?

It will however, not be
fair on my part if I do not
mention that notwi
the shortcomings, there has

been appreciable improve-
ment 1n overseas tr ser-
vice. The operators are polite,
and prompt except that at
times one has to wait on a
queue and hear the recorded
sweet voice "all lines are

bus'i,‘ Pleasrj diafl again after a

In accounts matter, | was
pleasantly — indeed very
pleasantl¥ — surprised when I
got a reply by post from the
office of the Accounts Officer,
Tejgaon 1n response to a
guer:'.r made by 'me by a letter.

o, on this count, let us con-

atulate the T&T authorities,
the operators and accounts
office for their improved per-
formance and hope they as a
team will perform better be-
fitting a decent organisation.

PG Muhammad
New Bskaton, Dhaka

Privatize the Govt
Pool
Sir, I strongly support the
suggestion | yst, May 14]
that the government trans-
port pool be c{)tivatiz:d (or
semi-privatized) to run on a

‘marginal profit basis (within

10 per cent). There will be a
substantial saving of public
expenditure and a vicious
area ol corruption and mal
practice, will cease to exist

and thrive.

Thore is a vernacular say-
ing ‘sdrkar ka maal darya may
dhaal' {who cares for the gov-
ernment's losses); and gov-
ermmment assets have no 'maa-
baap' (custodian). The moral

state of the society being at
the lowest ebb [not only in
Bangladesh), it is time to take
measures suitable to the occa
sion.

The pool contractors (may
be with foreign tie-up — a
million unsold care ot recent
back models are readily avail
able at heavy discount, at
least until we can economi-
cally assemble cars)] must
maintain their own 24-hour
service centie, cellular tele
phones, and have a comput
erised billing and requisition

system, reducing human inter-
face to the minimum
(despatch the requisition
through the office fax for di-

rect entry into the computer

at the other end). It is not dif- -

ficult to run such an agency
similar to rent-a-car services
operating in the developed
countries.

As analyst has suggested,
alternatives must be offered,
such as facilities for owning
small private cars on hire-pur-
chase basis. Since bureaucracy
has to be trimmed in the de-
veloping countries, the work
loads have to be distributed
through decentralization
schemes, which include bring-
ing in the private sector
where necessary and feasible.

One concept has to be men-
tally accepted: to encourage
the nascent private sector to
take on more and more re-
sponsibilities in the service
sector (the BRTC is. now mak-
ing money after leasing out
the buses to private opera-
tors). The power and the tele-
com sectors are also slowl
1ving up the state control.
ove with the times.

A Husnain
Dhaka

'Closure of the

Dhaleswari river’

Sir. This has reterence to a
letter under the above cap
uon published 1n your e¢s
teemed daily on 30.3.95 The
writer Mr S M A Rashid: ol
MNature Conservation Move
me nt .]:JAL'UMH brought to

light the tact that the river
Dhaleswar had been closed
down as a0 vround work for
constructinge the lamuna Mul
tipuirpose Bodge (IMB)

The Dhaleswart 1s one of

che bie nivers of the country
It branches otf as a distribu

tarv trom the lamuna at Kat
uly (at about 24"121" North
Latitude! of Tangail district

and falls on the rﬁhnn near
Munshigan; The Dhaleswar
has a tnnbutary (perhaps also
Dhaleswari by name! which 1s

a diStributary of the lamuna
branching oft the Aujuna (at

about 24Y30" N Latitude) -
under Bhuapur of Tangail dis-
trict. The [MB 1joinin
Matikata of Bhuapur, Tqngai
and Syedabad of Sirajgan) is

situated at about 2420 N
Latitude. Thus it is simply
impossible that the
Dhaleswari proper would be
clésed for tEc IMB and the
closed river would obviously
be the said tributary of the
Dhaleswari. Even if this 1s the
fact, the tlood plain ot the
closed tributary would be
badly affected due to want of
water and the areas down-
stream n{_ thellﬂﬁalqswar;
roper in Tangail, Manikganj,
%hgﬁa and rﬁ%unshiganj dis-
tricts will get less water. As a
result the ecosystem (not
‘ecology’ as described by Mr
Rashid, Ecology 1s the study
of ecosystems!| of the area
concerned will have more or
less negative impacts.

The authorities of the [MB
project should have in mind
that the project, though par-
tially financed by same inter-

. national agencies, is a national

one inside our territory. It we
ourselves close down our own
rivers and think it to be justi-
fied, then what 1s the fault
with others!

The JMB 1s yet to be built.
So there is time for correc-
tion. The proposed spillwavys
on the ﬁaiafnwr must be con
structed on priority basis
without delay. If the authon
ties overlook our urges (the
common authoritative atti-
tudel, the naturalists
including the environmental
awyers) ot the country are to
be united to detend our stand

and protect the already at

tected environment We are

tor sustainable development,
not tor short hived so called
developmental measures that
turther dr{gladr the biosphere
of our on

v one earth
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