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Khaleda visits
ailling MP

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia visited ailing BNP
leader Keramat Ali MP at the
PG Hospital yesterday eve-
ning. Begum Zia inquired
about the condition of the
MP and passed sometimes
there. She instructed the at-
tending physicians to ensure
l.l_l]m oper treatment, reports

NB.

Relief for fire

victims demanded

Awami Lea esident
Sheikh Haamghxu?ﬁcnt:d
the govermment for not
sending any relief matenals o
the people affected recently
by a devastating fire at Cha-
goir Bazar in Kotalipara thana
of Gopalganj district. In a
statement yesterday, Hasina
renewed her de tor send-
ing immediate relief and help
to the fire victims. She also
urged the government to
provide soft-term loans for
the small traders who were

severely affected by the fire
on June 19, reports UNB.

ERF's dialogue with
Saifur .

; The E..c“unﬂmi: Reporters’

oram | |, an organisation

of financial reporters, has ar-
rangetl a dialogue with Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur

Rahman at 3 pm tomorrow at

the Jatiya Press Club. repe

s UNB.

Iran Broadcasting
chief due today
Dr Ali Lariani, sident

of the Islamic Re ic of Iran

Broadcasti arrives in the

city today leading-a_four

member delegation om a

three-day official - visit o

sh. During his stay,
m who is holding 3
ministerial rank, will have of
ficial talks with M Shamsul
Islam , reports BSS.

CAIRO, Junc 30: Egypt has
reinforced its troops on the
Sudanese border and the Su-
danese cabinet held an emer-

ency meeting to discuss the
leteriorating relations be-
tween the two neighbours,
reports Reuter. _

The row that set off the
fierce war ot words of the past
few days began after Cairo ac-
cusing Khartoum of being
implicated 1in an attempt to
kill President Hosni Mubarak
earhier this week.

Egyptian and Sudanese
forces clashed in the disputed
Halaib triangle near the Red
Sea on Tue¢sday and on
Thursday Mubarak ordered

| 70 Sudanese policemen to

leave posts they had been
holding inside what Egypt
says is Egyptian territory,

In Khartoum Major Gen-
cral Mohammad Abdalla
Oweida, head of the Sudanese
Farliamenta' security and De-
ence Committee, told par-

@The Da
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liament on Thursday, Egyp-
tian troops had made unusual
movement in the area, a bone
of contention of decades.

Egypt stepped up its mili-
tary presence there to include
a mechanised infantry unit,
and airborne unit and a bor-
der guard detachment, he
said.

His account corroborated
reports by Egyvptian security
sources that g};ptian military
convoys were heading south
towards the border
Wednesday.,

Sundanese radio later re-
ported that an emergency
cabinet meeting chaired by
President Omar Hassan al-
Bashir took unspecified deci-
sion to deal with the crisis.

The cabinet condemned
the activities of Sudanese dis-
sidents in exile who have
taken advantage of the crisis
to muster international sup-
port for a change of govern-
ment i Khartoum.,

on

|
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Egypt masses troops
on Sudanese border

It accused Caito of using

Sudan as a s to divert
attention from domestic op-
position by Muslim militant

oups seeking to overthrow -

€ government. |
Ever since the assassination
attem‘ft in the Ethiopian capi-
tal Addis Abada on Monday,
the Egyptian authorities have

been emphasising a possible -

Sudanese link. R
" Mubarak has allowed his

supporters to, whip up

zy of nationalise centred

on his personality.

In three speeches on
Thursday to groups of people
congratulating him on his
escape he criticised Sudanese
Islamic leader Hassan al-
Turabi and spoke of possible
action against the Sudanese
government.

He described Sudanese
ruler as the gang on our bor-
der and said the man behind
the assassination plan, whom

See Page 12 Col 3

- — ‘Inter

{ and Deputy Prime..

Yeltsin sacks

3 security
P,

| hmz;:;
ident Hm*inYéimin fired thr

top sccurity ministers today
on the eve of a crucial no-

confidence vote in (,l,uﬂu -
abinet

ment, shaking up his
to defuse Rllﬂiﬂpﬂ worst polit-
E;l crisis in two years, reports

Dismissed were thrfee men
who had ottered under pres-
sure to cluit the _{)re_viuua day

or Minister Viktor

Yérin, Federal Security Ser-

vice chiet' Sergei Stepashin

ister
Nikolai Yegorov.

Pavel Grachev, Yeltsin's
embattled defence minister,
apparently survived the high-
level purge. ,

' The moves all but guaran-
teed the failure of Saturday's
no-confidence wvote  in the
State Duma or lower house of
parliament — a vote that al-

ready ha® been expected to-

fizzle. |
Yeltsin's ' press secretary
Serge
See Page 12 Col 8
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Dissolve parliament
immediately : AL

The Awami League Cen-
tral Working Committee
{ALCWC) yesterday said the
only way to overcome the
present political crisis is to
immediately dissolve the
'one-party parliament' and
hold elections under a non-
partisan fieutral caretaker
government, reports UNB.

The meeting chaired by
Sheikh Hasina at the party
central office at Bangabandhu
Avenue adopted a resolution
demanding resignation of the
government 90 days before
the general election.

he resolution said after
the resignation of some 147
ﬂg)limsitmn MPs on December
5 a}gt year the Speaker gave
a ruling against the resigna-
tion violating the Cnnst?tlu-
tion.

This government is hatch-
ing conspiracy to kill democ-
racy, the meeting alleged
saying it was pushing the
country towards destruction
by iﬁnﬂring the popular de-
mand for a careuizr govern-

SAFAR 2, 1416 HIJRI
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artered

iment aid by running Parlia-
ment with one party.

. The meeting observed that
the right to vote of the people
could not be ensured without
%‘e ;:.ltptaker guvem&melm.

€ ruling party rigged- elec-
tions, kill:tf voters and failed
to ensure the security to vot-
ers' life, said the resolution.

A free and fair election is
not possible under the BNP
government, it said. '

"This government has lost
its credibility to the Seﬂple. It
has further deepened the po- |
litical crisis b v‘in]ating the
Constitution rzpeatedly.

The ruling party has
snatched people's right to
vote and food and pushed the
ountry towards a severe cri-
sis; said the resolution.

“The meeting expressed | .

CONcern over price hike of
essentials including rice, edi-
ble oil, salt, baby food and-
aliber and condemned the
fn' ure of the government in

controlling price spiral.

DCC may destroy
7000 seized
rickshaws

By Asiuzzaman
The Dhaka City Corpora-
tion (DCC) is waiting for an
order from 'higher au ities’
to destroy some 7,000 unli-
cenced rickshaws seized from
the capital under its special
drive during the past four
months.

The seized nckshaws, now
dumped at the DCC's work-
shop at the Aga Sadek road
"will be crushed as soon as we
get the order trom higher au-
thorities,” a senior C offi-
cial told The Daily Star yes-
terday.

Such seized rickshaws were
auctioned off in the past "but
this time we have decided to
::ldﬁh those by bulldozer,” he

The drive is on and will be
intensified from today
“We seized 7000 rickshaws
but the operation had impact
on 70,000 rickshaws. Now we
are planning to raid rickshaw
gﬂﬁ:: across the city."

decision to seize unli-

cenced rickshaws was decided

jointly by the DCC and the
See Page 12 Col 8
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The seized rickshaws at the UCC garage at Aga Sedek Road
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Measures, it was uE

Ershad scheduled to be
produced in court today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 30:
The heéaring of the Gen Man-
zur murder case is scheduled
to resume in the Court of the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate here tomorrow.

Earlier, CID investigators

# | submitted charge-sheets. on |
former

June 28 implicati

resident M Ershad and
our retired army officers.
According to sources

all £reparatiuns have been
made

to produce Ershad be-
tore the CMM's court.

Intormed se Dha-. -
ka, however, samut to

lack of adegquarte r!Il‘."v"-'.'-l.ﬂ"flt"

the former president Wm.llild be

brought to Chirtagong tomo-,

that . Huﬂ — all retired <"had al-
Ica

rrow. The IG Prisons, when
contacted, said he was una-
ware of any arrangements for
producing the former pre-
sident at the CMM's court in

Chittagong. - )
The CMM had eathier is-

sued production and custody
warrants against Ershad and
Lt Co (rtd) Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, asking the Dhaka
Central Jail authorities to
escort them to Chittagong for
appearance In court Saturday.

Among the ftive charge-
sheeted accused, Maj General
Abdul Latif, Col Shamsur
Rahman and Major Emdadul

v appeared beforethe
See page 12 Col 4

to Nepal under spl order

By Reaz Ahmad

The government has made
a ial authorisation for sale
of 20,000 metric tons (MT) of
urea to Nepal despite an ex-
isting ban on the export of
tertilizer, 1 d earlier this
year following a crisis in the
country.

Negotiations between the
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC) and
the Agricultural t Corpo-
ration (AIC) of Nepal is on
and an agreement could be
drawn within a few days.

Nepalese government had
made request for fertilizer to
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia during her visit
to that country last month,
Akhter Kamal, Director
1Cnmmercial}*nf the BCIC
told The Daily Star '

There is a reserve of
1,62,000 MT of urea in the
country gow and export of
the atoresaid amount will in
no way affect the domestic
requirement, he said.

Country's six fertilizer fac:
tories produced 18,51,577
MT of urea from July [ast year

the
19,05, MT for the current
fiscal

According to the estimate
of Agriculture Ministry the
total urea requirement in the
country is 18 lakh MT.

Nepal now badly needs
chemical fertilizer. It recen

imported 15 MT of fertil-
A joint secretary of
Nepal's Ministry of icul-

ture, who came to two
weeks back at the head of a
delegation to negotiate the
deal, went back home Sunda
last. An official of the - Al

med back to finalise the

"Our efforts will be to ne-
Et'ut: a price, which will be

neficial for both the coun-
tries. It's a state-to-state deal "
the BCIC official said.

Price of urea 1n interna-
tional market is about 170 US
dollars per MT now, accord-
ing to the Fertilizer Market
Bulletin (FMB).

to May this HHW'. '
Tndm:tgn target of

Jute-textile workers
plan 5-day strike
_ from today
By Staff Correspondent
The workers and employ-
ees of private sector jute and

textile mills to a5
day strike ﬁmﬂ:ﬁ: to
press their 8-point demand
1mhadznglmpﬁ$t&ﬂmof

the wages commission

The action council of
workers-employees of jute
mills, the ination com-
mittee of the CBAs of private
Tt Bngladosh el mil:

e textile mills
workers-emp s ion
and the Bmmtsh textile

See Page 12 Col 7

Int'l Cooperatives
Day today

The International Day of
Cooperatives will be observed
in the country as elsewhere in
the world today, reports
UNB. -

In December 1992, the

United Nations General

Assembly proclaimed the first

Saturday of July 1995 to be

the UN International Day of

Cooperatives, marking the
See Page 12 Col 7
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Floods damage crops
on 3.5 lakh acres

Star Report

The recent tloods caused
severe damage to standi
crops on at least three lakh IS!S
thousand acres ot land in 17
districts.

According to reports avail-
able in Dhaka, the damaged
crops m¢luded mostly aus

aman paddy besides jute
and ‘i.-’t‘,':ll..'[a!ﬂfh. ;

Official sources said the
government  has
recorded damage of crops on
tliuieu: tliﬂT}Ll% thousand acres
of land. The figure may go up
when detailed reports nfsclam-
ages are available from the
districts, the sources added,

The gquantity of standing
crops Jdapaged during the
tloods is yet to be estimated.

The districts where the loss
ol crops is heavy are: Sunam-
Enm, Moulvibazar, Sylhet,
Sirajgan), Pabna, Madaripur
and Tangail.

In Sunamganj, crops on 43
thousand acres were totally

damaged and on 10 thousand
acres partially damaged.

so far-

Crops on over 50 thou-
sand acres were ed in
Moulvibazar. Of this, padd
and some other crops on 2
thousand acres were fully
damaged.

Reports available from Sir-
ajgan) said that aus and aman
paddy and jute .on over 40
thousand acres were severe
damaged while crops on 3
thowsand acres in Pabna were

also damaged.

Forty-tive thousand acres
of agricultural land in
Madaripur were inundated by
the recent floods, causing ex-
tensive to crops. A

Latest official estimates
showed that about 24 lakh

ople were affected by the
B:)od-! that washed away 42
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thousand dwellings and

aged about one lakh 40 thou-

Besides, 140-km of em-
bankments, about 3400-km of
roads and 65 bridges and cul-
verts were damaged by the
floods.

Boom in DSE trading : Share

prices up by 66pts in June

The Dhaka 5teck Ex-
change (DSE] witnessed a
boem n trading last week
while 1ty markct capstalisation
shot up by Tk 2.66 billion.

A record volume worth a
record amount of Taka of
trading marked the five-day
DSE werek.

From the tirst day of the
month of June, the all share
price index went up by nearly
66 points. It shot up by 17.66

ints or 1.1/ per cemt to

76 87 points at the closing

of the week from previous
week's 759 20 The DSE had
been witnessing a prolonged
bearish trend from February
tdl the first week of hane

A total of 23,17,946.75
shares and debentures worth

Tk 26,73.30,.391.90 were
traded last week against
13,37,256 shares and deben-
tares worth Tk

16,43,79,643.50 in the previ-
ous week.

The daily average number
of shares traded last week in-
creased to 4 63 lakh from the
previous week's 2.22 lakh

The daily aver value of

trading increased by nearly

By Sharier Khan

Tk 3 crore. The average stood
at Tk 5 34 crore trom the
previous week's 2.73 crore.

The new budget's provi-
sion to raise the deduction
himit of Income tax on divi-
dend at source for resident
assessees to Tk 10,000 from
last fiscal's Tk 5000 has gen-
erated enthusiasm among a
large number of traders, ob-
served a well placed source in
the DSE.

"There 1s a large number of
investors who enjoy annual
dividends between Tk 5000
and 10,0000 These mvestors
will now g0 tor more 1Invest-
ment as their income level has
increased " the source saad.

According to him, some

50 per cent companies en-
listed with the were regu-
out dividends.

larly payi

{'h:‘{m t's provision for
tax exemption on capital
gains of transéer of shares ex-
cept bonus shares has also
generated enthusiasmm among
investors, the source added.

Regarding the record sales
at the DSE the source noted
that everyday new investors
entered the market and sales

increased.
Shine Pukur Holdings
broke all previous records of

single 1ssue sales. It sold
13,56,000 shares last week.
Al the shares were sold
at a price 8 to 10 taka below
the face value (FV) of Tk 100,
Mld a I:curd 13,3?;,%}10
es at the opening o
week
Four more new shages en-
tered the se market
last week. Those were Bex-
imco Textiles, National Insur-
ance, Federal Insurance
Cement. With those,
the total number of issues
stood at 186
The market capitalisation
rose to a new record position

of Tk 47.85 billion from pre- |

vious week's Tk 45.19 bi
Most share prices showed
ward trend. However, of
total 178 issues, 34 were
sold at prices below their FV,
and six at FV levels. Of the
eight debentures, flive were
below their FV levels. In
the previous week, four
debentures were sold below
their FV levels.
See Page 12 Col 8

- can be maintained in the

Rathajatra

celebrated

DHAMRALI June 30: Thou-
sands of devotees gathered
here today to celebrate
'Rathajatra,’ a traditional fes-
tival of the Hindu commu-
nity, reports UNB.

devotees of Sri Sri
Joshomadhab, coming from
ditferent parts of the country,
took part in various religious

rites saffron c ;
Home ﬁiniit:r Abdul
Matin Chowdhury inaugu-

rated the main programme of |

the festival here in the after-
noon.

Speaking on the occasion,
the minister urged all to
maintain the harmony now
rh:niling among different re-

igious communities of the
country at any cost.

He said peace and stability
soCi-

:tz by pursuing the religious

The Home Minister as-
sured % the government
would necessary to
rebuild the -old h:ﬁ of
Dhamrai, which was de-

by the Pakistani army
in 1971.
Presided over by Justice

Debesh Bhattacharjee, the in-
augural function was also ad-

{ dressed by local MPs Ziaur

See Page 12 Col 7
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‘I"‘he ml_'h(‘l'! of the idu community brought out
Rathajatra procession in the city yesterday.
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Legal experts
attend BNP

meeting

By Staff Correspondent

A special meeting of senior
BNP ministers and leaders
were held at the Prime Minis-
ter's office last night to dis-
cuss the issue of absentee Op-
anitiun members' seats in

arliament, it was learnt reli-
ably.

Presided over by the Prime
Minister at her Tejgaon office,
the meeting was learnt to
have been attended by some
lvgal and constitutional ex-
perts.

The outcome of the meet-
ing that continued for over
three¢ hours could not be
known immediately.

meting discussed

sion of the eme Court
‘the Article 106 to seek
its opinion.

1¢ BNP leaders were'
learnt to have conveyed the .
experts opinion to the Prime
Minfster,
As per Article 67 {1} (b) of
See Page 12 Col 6

Death toll in

Seoul store
collapse may

cross 200

SEQUL, June 30: Rescuers,
some estimating a death toll
of over 200, expect to know
the worst today when they
dredge the rubble of an ex-

clu;uw: dtfartment store
which collapsed without

l warning on hordes of peak-

time shoppers, reports Reuter.
Rﬁsc?e nifficiais 5?iid the
army of volunteers diggi
through the debris gégflg
Thursday's disaster would
robably be able to release a
arge number of dead bodies
from their grisly entombment.
Although the official toll
stands at 63, with 246 people
missi resciiors  sadd .s-,lhﬂu
scores of bodies they have al-
' Seé Page 12Col 5

Walkout marks
concluding

day of DU

Senate meet

By DU Correspondent

The three-day annual ses-
sion of the Dhaka University
Senate ended yesterday.

The DU budget for fiscal
'Y5-96, presented at the Sen-
ate meeting Thursday, was
passed yesterday.

The election of four syndi-
cate members was also held at
the concluding session.

Prof Mustatizur Rahman,
P'rof Shafiqur Rahman, Mainul
Hosein were elected as distin-
guished educationist, regis-
tered graduate's representa-
tive and prominent citizen re-
spectively. '

Prot: A H M Mahbubur
Rahman was elected member
ot hinance committee.

Forty-three Senate mem-
bers were present at the time
ot election. -3

Earlier, 40 members wal-
ked out of the session on the
concluding day.

See Page 12 Col 6

BCL factions
trade shots at
DU hall: 1 hurt

" By DU Correspondent

A student of Jagannath
Hall of Dhaka Univeérsity was
injured in a gunbattle be-
tween rival tactions of Chha-
tra Lcaguce at the hall late
night Thursday.

Sudhangsu Biswas, a
fresher, was caught in the
cross-fire as the rival activists
traded at least 40 shots, ac-
cording to witnesses. Biswas
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

A tense situation 1S pre-
vailing and police have been
deployed to avert further vio-
lence.

Wimbledon Result

HIGHLIGHTS
Courtesy

L

Royal Dutch Airlines

Men's singles (3rd round):

Goran lvanisevic (Croatia)
def Arnaud Boetsch (France

Todd Martin LSA] ef
Derrick Rostagno (USA)

Women's singles (3rd
round): -

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
Spain] def Zina Garrison
ackson (USA)

Anke Huber (Germany) det
Chanda Rubin (USA).




