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Mayor Hanif's Options

In a meaningful departure from normal practice in
Bangladesh where a revised budget at the year-end in-
variably reflects an upward adjustment, the one for
the C in the outgoing year showed a whittling
down of figures. The original budget estimate of the
corporation for 1994-95 was Tk 367.29 crore but
when the curtain was drawn the revised budget came
down to Tk 304.50.

So, when Dhaka's Mayor announces a budget
worth Tk 358.10 crore for 1995-96 with a develop-
ment expenditure component of Tk 241.75 crore we
cannot be too sure that his calculations will prowe
right in the end.

His sources of income are the holding tax and the
revenues he collects from markets, trade licences, bus
and truck terminals and graveyards and cremation
centres. Then, there are, of course, the government
grant and the grants from external sources, both indi-
vidual donor countries and multilateral financing
agencies which the government make over to the
DCC. In negotiating the latter cat of assistance
we believe the Mayor should have a tree hand. The
government grant for 1994-95 was reduced to Tk 37
crore from the mei.a:d figure of Tk 70 crore. And
there was a collection shortfall across the board in-
cluding payment delinquency by different govern-
ment 1€8.

So, a budgetary indiscipline seems built into the
very working of the DCC. While the government
should see to it, we believe that Dhaka's Mayor him-
self can do something tangible to come on of this

oblem. For instance, he can have projects along the
ines of the one which is to be undertaken next year
to produce organic fertiliser from garbages with a
Japanese grant of Tk 3 crore. The beauty of such a
project is it will clean up the environment, give a
solid agricultural input and above all fétch money for
the corporation. o

Our other suggestion is, why not the DCC think
through a new. approach to associate professional pri-
vatﬁ scctlnr partiesdnn cuntracfﬁn’sis tﬂhd{iz some

arbage-cleaning and mosquito-tighting which seem
Iglpccsﬁitltcd by the DCC':qlcsuLthm-cxpected success
in these areas? .

Hanif will be well-advised also to make a mini-de-
velopment plan exclusively for the slum dwellers and
destitute women and children who go shamefully
abegging in traffic intersections. They need minor
employment and roofs overhead. He can bank on
steady financial support from the international NGOs,

slfeak of some UN bodies for the purpose.
Hanit rhay not be the boss of different development
:ﬁgmies at work in the city but he has the clout of
first elected Mayor of the city and a robust public
5u.a3tt seeking cl in city-life.
cond year in oftice, he should be knnw-i.nquﬁy
now all the ropes for making a breakthrough. The

public demand for a change in 'city-life is growing at

an oOverpowering pace. | -

_ Toxic pesticides are viewed as a pernicious devil of

our times. Many countries have unsurpriaiﬂ}r

banned the import or use of these environmentally
ul substances. Bangladesh seems not to be per-

turbe

pesticides. In a situation like this, a eampaign against
such chemical-based materials should naturally have
becn launched by private organisations and individu-
als. But environmental campaigning here is at its em-
bryonic stage. | :

However, it is important to note that three organi-
sations in the country have not only issued a call
agﬁnﬁt import and use of the substances,
they have, in a sense, gone further than that. They

done eno on

‘ground work before embarking

ha
the ign. So, when they argue that 7,000 ,farm-
ers in g mmﬂ are now practising nrganig farm-

ing with results unmatched by the farming method
based on chemical fertilizers and toxic pesticides,
they present the case strﬂtgly indeed. In this
light, the sensational revelation that the application

of toxic pesticides in the country has gone up by 338 |

per cent really gives us a big . The 12 toxic pes-
ticides, appropriately 'ﬁaﬂéﬁ tﬁ: "dirty dozens", are
taking a heavy toll not only on our soil but also on

- Earlier an e?eriment with the vegetables that land
on Dhaka markets showed that many of these retain

- an alarming proportion of pesticides posing a direct

threat to the consumers' health. The authenticity of
the experiment is beyond question because it was
conducted by the Bangladesh ‘Atomic: Energy Com-
mission. But what is the way out? A ban on the sub-
stances is going to be preventive at the'root. Yet as
long as the farmers are not made aware of the harmful
effects of the pesticides, the latter may find their
‘'way into the country through illegal routes. The three
organisations have rightly suggested the need for an
m;egated pest management system. That, we believe,
will help promote organic cultivation among farmers.

Feuding Tories

It is not only the Tory Party but British politics a
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His su:gl:ae_ announcement

“leader of the Conservative P

the Pandora's box. When tions were rife
political circles about who the contender against Ma-
jor m.lfht be in his bid for re-election as the party
chief, John Redwood emerged nearly from nowhere to

chall:e.m the prime minister. This iven a further
twist to the ﬁrn::e&y volatile British Elit_ir.m. If John
. Major's earlier decision to step down the post of

) chief was aimed at bringing unity in the To
Fnrty_ ﬂicﬁ:and has moved to indiﬁutt: all kinds 3
Astute political
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to go for a second, even third round of
the leader. In that case, political
like Mi hu‘LHmltinc ' -

waiting in the wings
fra .l'tflint happeni
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HE highly complex,

l sensitive and volatile
issue ot sharing of wa-
ters of the Ganges between
Bangladesh and India came to
the tore once again this week.
The just confluded third
'round ot talks between the
two foreign secretaries in
Dhaka came as a prelude to
the long awaited dialo at
the leadership level. The
ledge was made at the
AA
two years ago that the Indian
Prime Minister will visit
Banﬂadrsh tor holding talks
on the long unresolved issye.
The pledge remains to be ful-
filled. Apparently, the Indian
side is not yet prepared for it,

previous rounds were held as
per wishes of the two prime
ministers at the last SAARC
summit in New Delhi.

One is happy to note that
some positive decisions have
been taken in the Dhaka
moot. The long dormant Joint
Rivers Commission, which
held 88 meetings til about 3
years ago, is Ing reacti-
vated. two new monitor-
ing points have been added to
the existing two at the
Farakka and the Hardinge
bridge in order to ascertain
the correct figure of the quan-
tum of water released during

HEN I was in Bangla-

desh last, some seven
months ago, 1 disco-
vercd that the Oppo-

sition ot 147 was determined
in its boveott ot the 330-
memboer Parliament. This time

LT tound them birm on their res-

ignatons, which they submit-
ted on December 28. The
Speaker, however, has not ac-
cepted the resignations.

The issue is who should be

in power when the parliamen-

next year. This also epito-
mises the political confronta-
tion in the country. op-
position, comprising the
Awami League, |atiya party,
the Jamaat-e-Islami and a few
other small groups, demands
that the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist - Party (BNP)
should step down before elec-
tions. And it should allow a
neutral, non-partisan care-
taker government to hold the
polls so that there is no doubt
about their fairness and im-
Ertiality. Prime Minister

_ ere were hartals, agita-
tions and processions tollow-

ing the breakdown of efforts

- for ragprﬁchemcnt. Threats

and abuses were hurled
both sides. Still people did
not come on the streets as the
opposition expected. But so
tense was the atmosphere that
Khaleda Zia announced that
she would step down 30 days
ahead of elections. She did
not, however, indicate the
complexion or composition of
the caretaker government.
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina, who is heading
the uﬁﬁgsitiun, made it clear
that leda Zia or the BNP
would not be acceptable to
them in any shape or form in
the caretaker government.
There the matter rests at pre-
sent, although 1 found BNP
Secretary General Abdus
Salam Talukdar talking, be-
hind the scenes, to Awami

League Secretary General
Zillur '

Polls are still 10 months
away. It is possible that some
way may found whereby
both sides save their face. But
it is not going to be easy.
There are several hot-headed
persons in the government
and the opposition. They are
in no mood to accommodate,

thgm, I was reminded of the
people surrounding Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto and
opposition leader Nawaz
Sﬂarif in Pakistan. They are
equally intractable. In con-

trast, there is some equation
between the govermment and
the opposition in India, de-
spite their divergent percep-

tions on most subjects.

Sir, We congratulate Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur
Rahman on q:senti per-
haps the ever best and biggest
national budget amounting to
Tk 38,620 crore (Revenue in-
come Tk 15450 crore plus
revenue expenditure Tk
11070 crore plus ADP ex-
penditure 12100 crore) for
the fiscal 1995-96.

" Tho the budget has an
overall
crore, a shortfall of Tk 6591
would be financed with for-
eign grants and loans and the
rest of the balance (Tk 2666
‘crore) would be met from our
own domestic resources. :

No new tax has been le-
vied in the new budget but
: items
has been proposed. Education
has been allocated the highest
amount Tk 2145 crore from
revenue budget and Tk 1605
crore from ADP. A 6 per cent
growth rate of GDP has been
envisaged, -

It is, however, unfortunate

C Summit 1n Dhaka .

hence the present talks. The.

tary election i1s conducted °

aleda Zia has rejected the .
| proposal.

While talking to some of -

‘on ground of their own

ficit of Tk 9257

SHARING OF GANGES WATER

The New Phase of a Long Awaited Dialogue

by M M Rezaul Karim

" The present talks

sets a happy precedent for the forthcoming negotiations. The breaking of new

grounds on a dispute, which represents the single most serious stumbling block on the way to

improving relations

the lean season, january to
May, at Farakka. {-ht figures
supplied by the two sides
have vaned a great .

The differences between
the two sides have been fun-
damental and tly ir-
reconcilable. India has been
insisting on linking the-long-
term augmentation with t
short-term sharing trans-
terring what it termed surplus
water from the Brahmaputra
to a deticit Ganges. The
Bangladesh contention stipu-
lates construction of storage
dams in the upper reaches of
the G § SO as to ensure
availability of water to meet
the desired requirements of
both the countries.

The rationale of the pro-
posal of either party has been
oft-repeated and needs little
elaboration. However, the
twain never met and the out-
come of negotiations became
?i\t-.aiﬁmi“' To break ];:h:

adlock, a new approach is
called for. This is what has
been achieved at the fore
secretaries' level talks.'
two groped for, discovered

nll:fidfim!ly decided upon a
third option — a permanent
sharing of the waters of the

s. What is also | -
Emlm that the option Elt?bc
discussed ind‘:r:nhn and
is neither linked wi Inm -
contingent other plans
of action -ndm“. 4

So long the agreements

concluded between the two
close neighbours have been
temporary. The first interim
agreement was signed in
1977 the second and the
third M{JU:} being in 1982
and 1985. All dealt with the
sharing of water for a specified
number of years. The exercise
is repetitive, curnbersome and
uncertain due to political va
garies, hence unsatisfactory
and consequently undesir-
able. A permanent ing, on
the other hand, eliminates the
need for holding periodic ne-
-gotiations with its concomi-
tant acrimonies and bitter-
NeSss.

On the positive side, it is
held that a permanent sl:l.a:i.n;
will impart a degree of self-re-

View trom Abroad

liance on B sh having
been convinced of receiving a
steady supply of water when
water is most needed. Assured
of the availability of an d
quantum of water by evolving
a modality of sharing,
Bangladesh will then be ab
to undertake, with 2 measure
of confidence, projects like
the proposed Ganges barrage
in order to provide, once
again, irrigation facilities to
vast tracts of land, on both
sides of Padma, presently laid
barren during the dry season.
Besides, the navigation m the
river and its tributaries will
improve and the environmen-

damages will be arrested.
The danger of increased salin-
ity in Khulna region, threaten-
ing closure of tactories like
the newsprint factory there,
will be averted.

Fifty-four rivers, including
sﬁvcnshmajur d;:nrlch; flow
throu adesh trom In-
dia. It is mntly in the in-
terest of all that an acceptable
modus operandi for a modus
vivendi should be dewvised,
agreed upon and put in

vogue. A permanent shan
of waters of the Ganges, tlrlrc!—
lore, is seen as a positive step
in right direction. This is
more so 1n view of the fact
that, in the absence of any
agreement, the quantum of
water released or made avail-
able for Bangladesh at Farakka
18 progressively going down
every year. F rmore, In-
dia has agreed to provide rel-
evant information in regard to
the construction of other
dams across the borders on
her territory on the common
rivers.

The discussion also ex-
plored the sibility of the
use of satellite and of exten-
sive application of computers
in order to augment the quan-
tum of water i the Ganges on
the Indian side. Constant
dredging to clear up newly —
tormed land masses on niver
bed detected by satellite is a
new concept in scientific ad-
vancement, which, inter ahia,
may help improve the situa-
tion, though at a significant

COsL.

- No Way out in Dhaka

Pﬂmﬂfﬂmmﬂ-hMMmmwhmwmm“Eﬂm
hot-headed

But it is not going to be easy. There are several

The predicament that
Bangladesh faces is how to
constitute a caretaker gov-
ernment which is acceptable
to both sides. The practice in
democratic countries is that
the ﬁamnmcnt in power acts
as the caretaker government
when the Election Commis-
;;ilc;i: mnductshthc 1ls. Sleem{
1 stung Dy style o
Khaleda Zia's rmance, the
opposition has no faith in her
even as prime minister, much
less as head of the caretaker
government,

If outsiders are to be in-
jected as members of the care-
taker government, the consti-
tution will require amend-

ment, presuiming da Zia
goes af;rig with gh%m g-lp- ;

tion is not available because
nearly half the parliament
members have resigned.
Although their resignations
have not been accepted, there
is no question of their coming

is
back and participating in con- -

ent pro-

ce ;

c?f]ﬂ Khaleda Zia govern-
ment: decides to go ahead
with elections without com-
promising on the caretaker
government, the sition
Earti&s are determined to
P

stitqtiunal amendm

oycott them. It has hap-

ened once before 1n
Bangladesh-and the outcome
of elections was never ac-
cepted by the public. She
may not push things to that

extent. But what does she do?

- The stalemate is so serious

« that the entire nation is keyed
up. Investment, fur:alg and
domestic, has been cted.

Donor countries, who meet
most of the Bangladesh for-
eign exc needs, have re-
portedly * conveyed subtle
threats to stop their contri-
bution. It seems, the country,
like Greek tragedy, is know-
ingly going towards its undo-

ing

~ There are rumours that the
armed forces may step in for
the interim period return
to the barracks after holding
elections. This is not impos-
sible to imagine in a country
where several military inter-
ventions have taken place to
'‘put back' democracy on the
rails. The nation, for whose
liberation the ‘armed forces

| thah the national budget has

been placed in the
}_amra Sangsad (national par-
iament). We feel that if the
opposition members of the
I:grlriamf:nt had resigned or
oycotted the Jatiya San

-empty

y
cal strategies, the BN V-
ernment cannot be heldsge
:ggnsihlc for the activities of

opposition. AL chief Sk
Hasina has said, in absence of
the opposition in parliament
the BNP government could
not hold Budget sedsion and
the Jatiya Sangsad had no le-
ﬁimac to pass it. However,

Hasina said "Budget is a
bait before polls".

We fail to understand as to
who is constitutionally and
legally right — the BNP gov-
ernment_or the opposition
ALJ1JP?

Don't we see a 'hare and
tortoise’ race is going on in
the country? ;

O H Kabir
Dhaka

persons in the government and the opposition. They

are in no mood to accommodate.

__BETWEEN THE LINES’

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

does. not look down upon the

Former Prime Minister
Moudud Ahmed has just
brought out a book, tracing
the hutn:nof interventions in
Bangladesh. He justifies them,
n.rglqm; that "the rise of the
military in politics comes
about not because of the
failure of the political institu-
tions; it may also occur be-

use of the neutr
tion of the army itself." He
says that the crisis facin
democracy in Ba des
cannot be a
the reasons why the armed
forces intervene are under-
stood.

I do not know how far
Moudud's analysis is correct.
But the fnllnwi‘?j that the
Jatiya Party is building indi-
cates that military personali-
ties have come to acquire a
base in sh. The Jativa
Party is headed, by Lt Gen
Hussain Muhammad Ershad,
who is in pri He was chief
martial law administrator for
nine years. Like Gen Zia-ul-
Hagq of Pakistan, he too wants
a constituti role for the
armed forces in the gover-
nance.

% I do :ﬁ; t}h;bu;k _lthaiél the
angladeshis ral and in-
telligent as LLB)! are, will ac-
cept a permanent place for
the armed forces in the gov-
ernment. But ecunnmicf]] :
weak one may favourably
consider ncqu.i:i.nig chains if
they are made of gold. The
rise of Jatiya Party is a straw
in the wind. This does not,
however, mean that the party
will come to power in the
next elections. 2

Awami League is the front
runner. But the pro-Indid im-
age stuck to it since the rule
by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
founder of Bangladesh, may

ull the party down. Hasina
fuas :E:ﬂmced the Indo-
Bang! treaty, coming u
for renewal, but it cuts htdg

ice. threatened even
ice. She has Im:kha

Sir, An agreement has
been signed bétween the
governments. of Bangladesh

and India for e:*on ot hilsha
fish to India. This will no
doubt, fetch some foreign ex-

for the country. Dur-
ing P times fish price in
erstwhile East Pakistan was
much lower than that in
neighbouring West Bengal.
But thanks to total economic
mismanagement, the tread is
now just the reverse. Most of
the fish now sells at lesser
price in West Bengal due to
their good planning and exe-
cution although rivers, ponds
and haors are much fewer
there.

While hilsha fish is being
exported to India, may we re
quest our Commerce Ministry
to import "Ruhi”, "Katla" etc
from India which reportedly
sell at Rs twentytive to thirty
per kg in India!’

&ﬁ.‘h Ahmed L}Hﬂlﬂihtl;\
Dhaka Cantonmenr

disposi- -

ppreciated unless

the inflow of Canges to 9,000
cusecs of water against 34,000
cusecs, agreed upon throu

an interim accord that ended

nine years ago. The anti-In-
dian card will still be played

=

against her and it m‘ajr cut
into her present lead if and
when the votes are cast.
Jatiya Party Secretary
General Anwar Hussain
Manju is of the opinion that
both India and Pakistan will
play an impgrtant role in the
next elections. He told me
that Ershad would not have
been removed in 1991 if India
had not put the necessary
pressure. This 'disclosure’
should be taken seriously by

It is hearteni to leamm
Sl (i 2alcs wats ekl i
cordial atmosphere. Many a
Ec:?;s in th:m itt;uﬂﬂf

S0, at ]
cial kwm talks

for the forthc i
tions. The mmmﬂ
grounds on a dispute, which

represents the si most se-
rious stumbling on the
way to improving relations

F:t:ﬁfn th:i#:w otherwise
iendly neighbours, augurs
mov 1 '

no doubt be m and
welcomed by all. It would
also be in lind with the
SAARC spirit.

For India, it not merely
lates to theé pri consider-
ation of wi domes-
T}.ﬂ"{«m E]ut also of her
v moral compunction,
Thinmm“
the need for a contented

G

the
cooperative spirit of both the
peoples mdmkaﬁnh
striving hard, si and re-
lentlessly, to seek a fair and
equitable solution in furthen
ance of their mutual benefit.

New Delhi because it can be-
come a g)ll 1ssue.
The BNP has been hurt
Khaleda Zia's acts of omission
and ::minmisinn. But it is :hlt
timately nding on
:iﬁutf:u that her hus-
and, late President Zia-
ur-Rahman still enjoys. More-
over, the believes that
the opposition to Hasina and
still imited support to Ershad
may give her the negative
vote to pull the BNP through.
My assessment is that it
will a hung parliament,
both the BNP the Awami
Ltague winning around 100
seats each. The Jatiya Party,
with 50 to 60 members,
hold the balance. This itse
will show the people's incli-
nation. The bigger the win for
Ershad, the greater will be the
acceptance of the formula
that the armed forces should
have a say in the renning of

/"

Many ot our political sci-
entrsts, burcaucrats and intel-
lectuals have written a lot to
find a solution to our political
impasse but the solution does
not seem to be in sight. The
politicians of opposite poles
and in between have ex-
pressed their views on many
occasions. Recently the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party's
BNP| secretary general Abdus

alam Talukdar has commu®
nicated the ruling party's of-
fer to begin dialogue with his
opposition counterpart Zillur
Rahman Choudhury. Mr
Choudhury has not so far
replied. It appears from the
public statements of the op-
position leaders that the
chance of positive response is
very remoté. It means that
the political stalemate will
continue for some time. How-
ever, the Prime Minister's
PM| offer to resign with his
er entire cabinet 30 days
before the election still re-
mains valid. The Leader of the
Opposition had earlier agreed
to participate in the coming
election under the President
provided a neutral caretaker
government runs the admin-
istration. Now she has indi-
cated to withdraw that offer.
Furthermore she is demanding
Government to resign 90 days
betore the election. During
this period a national care-
taker government will run the
administration. The ruling
party considers both the de-
mands (resigning 90 days be-
tore the election and forming
a caretaker government) are
unconstitutional. A faint ray
of light was there in. Mr
Talukdar's subsequent state-
ment that the dialogue may
include all the issues once it
starts. The BNP's earlier stand
was not to accept anything
‘unconstitutional .

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion leader has raised a new
objection- about the appoint-
ment of the new Chiet Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC);
that he is not acceptable to
them. Reason is that the rul-
ing pa}t}r has not honoured
the earlier agreement to con-
sult opposition parties prior
to the appointment. Govern-
ment representative has said
that the consultation attempt
would have become a futiﬁ:
exercise as in no case they
would have accepted the ap-
pointment. There may be
some element of truth in it
because so much mistrust be-
tween the ruling party and
opposition gows on tor some
time. Whacli 1~ why the Op
position has ignored the PM's
repeated invitations to a dia
logue.

Concerning the constitu
tionality of the caretaker gov
ernment, only the constitu

| tional experts can give the

Political Impasse

Dr K M Magsudur Rahman and breadth of the coun

ruling. Former Chief Justice
and acting Head of the State
Shahahll::l%in Ahmad had ad-
vised that the court should
not be entangled in solving
the pohitical wrangling. How-
ever, some experts .
that the political Gordian
knot can unite itself under the
existing constitutional provi-
sions. The other view is that
the next parliament 1s to
amend the constitution to

protect the legality of the
change with retrospective ef-
fect. Whatever it is, since the
Magura by-election, the op-
position has demanded the
caretaker government during
the election period, and that
remains the sticking point
ever since. Here it is worth
recalling the words of: "Great
wars usually come only when
both sides think they have
good hopes of victory.” In our
context both the BNP gov-
ernment and the ssain oppo-
sition party think cach can
win if it becomes a tree and
fair election.

We have faced constitu-
tional crises on several occa-
sions since the British gov-
ernment transferred the
sovereign power to Pakistan
and India in 1947. During the
Pakistani period of 24 years,
the general elections with
mass participation in erst-
while East Pakistan were held
in 1954 and in 1970. On both
the occasions the elections
were held not under neutral
caretaker government. Be-
sides, the interval between

two elections was 16 years,

What is interesting is that the
people's verdicts were identi-
cal on both the occasions, and
these were against the interest

ot the then authorities. We

can thus draw the conclusion
that the t of government
cannot influence the decision
of the people in the general
election,

About the neutral care-
taker government, our past
CEC once commented that
however neutral a person one
may- be, it is impossible to
prevent him to hold one view
or the other. I quote a line
here about America's neutral-
ity during the first great
\'-Z::rld War. In 1914 President
Woodrow Wilson had told the
Senate @ 'United States must
be neutral in fact as well as in
name...., we must be impartial
in thought as well as in action,
but | cannot ask evesy
American to remain neutral in
thought as well Even a neu
tral cannot be asked to close
his mind and conscience
What he said in 1914 15 a um
versal truth i

It seems that the political
parties have already started
their electioneering campaign
Leaders are touring the length

lieve,

~ably 'yes' or 'mo’ nothing |

the country.
—

to
hold public meetings.
are t:ﬁing the public of dm?;

own policies and lfmgr:mm
and that how well they would

. %crlurm if voted to power.

hey are also aecusing each
other of their past and present
acts of omission and commis-
SIOM.

More than-one and a half
years time is lost in the politi-
cal wrangling. Now the
politicians should settle the
constitutional question once
for all. In the interest of

democracy, our coun-
try cannot afford to pia with

. the unending political te

on cunatitutitl:rln. Quoting
again, Churchill's argu t
with the Duke of lsmd:-or
about his marriage with Mrs
Wallis Simpson seems a

priate here; "When our Emgs
are in conflict with our con-
stitution, we change our
kings." Our context is differ-
ent but the substance remains
the same. The pertinent ques-
tion is, have we come to the |
stage where we should chsnge

e party leader (7). And at

I:[}l;ﬁ stage, the answer is prob- J

short of or beyond.

For quite some time the
politicians have disillusioned
the general public. People be-
lieve that the ruling party
leader's indecision and de-
layed decisions have not only
contributed to but also deep- i
ened the political crisis.
course, there are some oppos-
ing views too that it was the
appeasement that had acted
as catalyst in the crisis. Since
the beginning of the crisis the
ruling party has shifted from
its staunch stand to accnm-i
modate some of the combined
opposition parties' demands.
On the other hand, some
opine that the oppositien has
not shown its flexibility while
the crisis was deepening.
However, the differences be-
tween the ruling party and
the opposition seem to have
narrowed down cogsiderably.
Once the dialogue starts and
discussions follow between
the political parties, hopefully
they may eliminate the re-
maining differences. The un-
conditional dialogue is desir-
able for the reason that all the
concerned parties may start it
with open mind to include all
the related issues. However, if
one party or the other con-
siders that the discussions are
not moving 1n a way the
party likes, then the com-
cerned party may withdraw
from the discussions at any
time

It is the Jesire of the public
that the dialogue should take
lace the soonest 1t is possi

ke And if it does not take
place even now, the party

members should force, their
leaders 1o do that utm?




