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Article
Sharing of Ganges
I' Water
The New Phase of
a Long Awaited
bvy M M Rezaul Kanm Finance Minister M Saifur
| 4 N RahmanL;e:-;tt-r{ia}r defended

the proposed budget, which
No way Out in has t:::r.:n termed a pro-elec-
Dhaka tion budget, saying that every
budget i1s an important politi-
Column : Between cal instrument of a country
the Lines and its political émphcatiﬂns

: cannot be ignored.
by Kuldip Nayar " "It is agnsﬂund political
Page 4 document, a document of so-

cial harmony. So, its implica-
tion cannot be ignored," the
Finance Minister said while
winding up the discussion on
the budget for the 1995-96
fiscal year.

Retuting the criticism of
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina that the budget was
drafted with an eye on influ-

International

| Sudan vows to defend
border frem Egyptian
attacks

Clinton supports plan to
solve dispute over F-16s

| Saifur's winding up spe

By Staff Correspondent

encing the voters, he said "If
the people are influenced by a
sound and pragmatic budget
we have nothing to do."

The Finance Minister as-
sured that the BNP govern-
ment under Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, if re-
turned to power in the next
general elections, would suc-
cessfully implement each and
E?Erg aspect of the budget.

“But I cannot guarantee
anything if it falls into inept
hands as in 1972, God forbid,
that will not happen,” Rah-
man said in the presence of
Leader of the House Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

Pointing out facts and flig-
ures, he said that the B

= ——mir LT Em mEem e e—— e e
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Budgets are political
instruments

overnment had

d the people.

"What I me done, I have
done professionally. I never
did, and will never do, any-
thing for mere expediency,”
Rahman said in his one-and-a-
half-hour long speech amid
cheers from his party MPs.

The Finance Minister said
during the last four years the
BNP government did not im-
guse new taxes, rather it re-

uced tariffs from time to
time in different sectors.

As many as 55 members

NeEver

- took part in the discussion on

the budget over four days.
Saifur Rahman said that
during the autocratic regime

Sec 'yee S Col 3
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Budget
passed

The national budget for
the next financial year (1995-
96) with the appropriation of
demands for grants for various
ministries out of consolidated
fund was passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad at midnight last
night, reports BSS.

After passage of 131 de-
mands for grants in two hours
the Appropriation (vote on
account) Bill, 1995 antin?
Taka 32060 crore 77 irakh 3
thousand, out of consolidated
fund for the 1995-96 financial
year to meet expenditure of
various manistries was

. adopted by the House after
seven and a half hours of sit-

ting last t.

e Bill wis i oduced by
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman after the House had
passed by voice vote an allo-
cation of Taka 26814 crore
96 lakh 18 thousand to meet
expenditure of various min-
istries from tomorrow.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak
Ali, adjourned the House” at

-+ Sce Page & Col 5
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Real wages in major sectors decline during 71-90

Underemployment in Ba-
ngladesh may rise and exceed
the equivalent of 30 per cent
unemployment by 2000 if the
real GDP growth rate fails to
accelerate and continues to

around four per cent a yeaw
cautions a World Bank report.

The current underem-
ployment rate in the country
1s estimated at 43 per cent,
which is equivalent to having
a quarter of the labour force
unemployed.

According to the report,
real agricultural wages de-
clined by about 1.5 per cent a
yvear while the manufacturing
wages fell by three per cent
during the 1971-90 period.

This trend, however, ap-

ars to be changing and data

om the 1990s indicate some
increase in real wages. But if

grow at the historical rate of -

By Staff Correspondent

the GDP growth rate does not
pick up the wages would con:
tinue to fall, it warns. . &
"Much higher growth rates
are needed to expand em-
ployment opportunities fast
enough to reduce underem-
loyment and push wages
Elgﬁer.“

The report, a sugplcmen-
tarvy of the "World Bank De-
e?n ment Report 1995:
orkers in an Integratin
World,"” was released world-
wide vesterday. The report
looks into the possible impact
on the workers of the global
changes towards an increas- .
ingly market-driven economy.

In a pre-release press brief-
ing at the Bank's resident mis-
sion on Tuesday last, Hafez
Ghanem, one of the core
members of the team which
prepared the report, said that

Unemployment to reach 30 pc by
2000 unless growth picks up

the dramatic changes in which
goods, services, ideas and
people are mowing around
much faster in an integrated
world, have r1aised fcars
among workers in both the
developing anid imdustrial
countries.

The brietmg was also at-
tended by Pierre Landell
Mills, chiet of the Bank's resi-
dent mission. * °

The report explores how:
the changes affect workers
and how government's should
deal with those fears. But
Ghanem, a Bank economist
whose last posting was in
Ditsks, added that the Wik
ers should not be scared.
"GClobalization provides a
great deal of opportunities
and workers all over can ben-
efit from it." -

See Pare 8 Col 3
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Business

Tk 174¢r Canadian
wheat aid for poverty
alleviation

Budget discriminates
against non-resident
Bangladeshis
Article by Z. Ahmed
Page 6

STOCK MARKET

DSE price index TT6.88 (+ 0.40%)
Market capital Th 47.85 Dbillion
Transactions in volume 2001

Transactions in value Tk 35.33 million

Weekend
Magazine
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Metropolitan |

Altimu‘\:h policies are pro-
fessed to be made, including
the formulation of budget, in
the name of the poor, their
opinions hardly find any
reflection in the exercise.
"That is why the 1 are
alse very much indifferent
o these policies and gnost
of them do not understand
the budget”, said Dr Agiur
Rahman of Bangladesh Insti
tyte Development Studies
BIDS) m his paper titled
"Poor men's Retlection on
Budget: The Current Budget
and Povernty Alleviation Pro-
Cess  al a seninar yester
Page 3 | The seminar, organised by
| the Institute tor Development
| Policy Analysis and Advocacy
of Proshika, was held with its

NEWS BRIEFS
. executive director Kazi Farugq

President assents | Ahmed in the chair and par

to one more Bill | ticipated by M Sayeduzza-

man, tormer hnance minister;

Presidemt Abdur Rahman | Dr Mahbub Hessan of IRRI,
Biswas yesterday gave his | Mahluz Anam, Editor of The
assent to the Appropriation

Daily Star, Syed Ali Kabir,

Close Encounters of the
Worst Kind

|

(Supplementary] Bill, 1995 | Khushi Kabir of Nyera Kari
passed by the Jatiya Sangsad | and two representatives of the

recently, reports st.. | poor
. ‘Budget means the price
lmtmh ‘ hike of esseptials® slum
remain in force | dwellers were quoted by Dr
™ . Athar as saying n reply 1o a
I%S%F&Lwﬁ | guestion his rescarch team

asked w residents of Paribagh

1993 will remain in force il | shem

f’oliciesmade in the name
of poor ignore them

Bv Staff Correspondent

He also guoted Mamtaz
Begum, 29, who said, "We live
from hand to mouth. Wher¢ is
the time to think about bud-
get!”

Terming the current bud-
get formulation a traditional
exercise, the BIDS senior re-
search tellow saad, "It is clear
that this budget s not pro-
poor”. Assuring capital tlow
towards the poor alone will
not record poverty decline,
but participation of the peor
in the growth process can
only ensure qurerty reduc
tion, he added.

Referring to the 'indifferent
attitude' of the NGOs to-
wards agriculture sector and
agri-subsidy mssue, Dr Atiur
said "Their silence in this re-

ard 1= as amazing as painful.”
y did not look into othe
devices, apart from the sub
sidy, which could improve
the sitwation in agrculture
SeCtor 1n g-:mul and the fate

ot the tarmers in particular, he
added

"Publication of smnual re-

port 18 i cl‘luu;h to combat

the sensitive 1ssues like

"poverty sclling” he said,
d‘hn? fmr Os) need to

tional time and

See Page 8 Col 7
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Blswasforst:mng
role of media to
empower women

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday underscored
the need tor strong role of the
media and participation of all
irrespective of men  and
womcen in developing the
country, changing the Plut of
the people anﬁ cmpowering
women, reports BSS.

He alse emphasised the
need tor developing a conge-
nial social and working envi-
ronment in Creating awareness
of the women community.

President Biswas was

aking as the chief gnest at
the inaugural session of a
workshop on "The Role of
Media in Empowering
Women" held at the Osmany
Memorial Auditorium in the
city.

Organised by the Ministry
of Wamen and Children Af
fairs the inaugural session was
also addressed by Commerce
and Information Minister M
Shamsul Islam, UNDP Coun-
w Representative Ms Eimi

atanabe and Additonal Sec-
retary in-charge of the
Women and C n Alfairs
Ministry M Matiur Rahman,

State Minister of the
Women and Children Affairs
Ministry Mrs Sarwari
presided over the function
amd Toint Sccretary_of the
Mil’llitl};j H::atjddin Ahmed
préscntcd § € ynote ;

Sec age ~ Ul Papa

the mmnccmnj of the dﬁnt;t

policy order, an -
cm handout said yesterday,
reports BSS.

43 detained at ZIA
Police have detained 43 | |
people trom the Zia Interna
tional Auport when they
tried to leave the country |
showing illegal rs. Police ' |
in their special drive arrested | !
the accused during the last | |
|

fective since November | '!

=

three days, said a press release
vesterday, reports UNB i

11 more students |
heldinCtg |
From Staff Correspondent i

CHIT TAGONG, June 19
Police today arrested 11 more
students from the Sadarghat |
Islamia College in connection | [
with yesterday's gun battle | FRSSSESEE " o
between two rival factions of : ol
the Chhatra League

A revolver was also recov-
ered trom them. Earlier, po-
lice arre -t~d seven students
One person was killed and ten | |
vthers were injured in the gun
battle in tromnt of the City

an and the Islamia Col
lege.
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Seoul department store

Overview of collapsed Sampoong Department Store in Seoul yestenday where scores of rush-
hour shoppers and staff are trapped under debris. At least 34 bodies have been recovered

— AFP phote
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Mangur murder case

CHITTAGONG, June 29:
Former president H M Er-
shad, who was chargesheeted
as the principal accused in the
| 1981 murder of army Major
General Abul Manzur, is
likely to be brought to Chit-
taﬁung from Dhaka Central
Jail tor being produced in the
court of the Cphjef Metropoli-
tan Magistrate (CMM]), here
on july 1.

According to official sour-
ces, all steps have been taken
to escort Ershad to the port

-

About 150 riot police will
be deployed to ensure secu-
rity when he is produced in

How many people
are unemployed
in country?

By Staff Correspondent

How many unemployed
people are there in the coun-
try now!?

The accurate figure is not
known even to Labour and
Manpower Minister Mir
Shawkat Ali.

Replying to a question
from ruling party MP Abdur
Rouf Choudhury in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday, the minis-
ter admitted there were dif-
ferences of opinion on the
correct figmc.

He, however, told the
House that as per the 1993
survey by the Bureau of
Statistics, the number of job-
less e was 1.12 crore.

¢ minister further in-
formed Parliament that the
government had taken vari-
ous steps under differemt
ministries to tum the unem-
ployed population into hu-
Man resource.

number of unemployed
youths were being tra in
12 ditterent trade courses at
11 technical training centres
and one paval training centre
under the Bureau ol Man-
power Traiging and Employ-
ment Centre.

To modernise the training
system further, the minister
said, the manpower bureau

Sev Pave < Cod 2

kills 34

SEOUL, June 29 An exclu-
sive Seoul department store
collapsed like a house of cards
teday, killing at least 34 peo
ple and leaving scorces ol
others entombed n the de
bris, with those still alive
screapung tor help, reports
Reuter

Rescue workers said at
Jeast 700 injured survivors
had been plucked from the
wreckage after one of the
Sampoong store's two five
storey blocks fell without
warning whale thronged with
carly evening shoppers

An army scrgeant helpin
the rescue operation sai
many of those tr under
the rubble of the six year-old
building were presumed dead.

Police w not say what
caused the accident but res-
cue officials confirmed reports
that government safety teams
had visited the store after a
supervisor found structusal
d:EEH in the ceilings of the
top tloor. |
At midmght rescuers were

See Page 8 Col 8

Elaborating, he said a large

| the court tor the hearing of

Iy« HM al | sansational Manzor mur-. . ...
Figeﬁ fer— af?ghutu !-if*,ﬂﬁf.‘.

Ershad may be produced
in Ctg court tomorrow

From Nurul Alam

After being brought from |
Dhaka in the morning of July
I, Ershad is supposed to be
kept in Chittagong jail for
some time and then taken to
the court under heavy secu-
rty.

He will be escorted back to
Dhaka Central Jail after the
hearing, the sources said.

The four other charge-
sheeted accused all retired
army ofticers — Major Gen
Abdul Latif, Col Shamsur
Rahman, Lt Col Kamal Uddin
Ahmed and Major Emdadul
Hug, are also likely to be
produced in the CMM's court
on the same day, court
sources said.

See Page X Col &

ISLAMABAD, jJune 29: Pa-
kistani Opposition leader
Nawaz Shant ~ad roday a na-
tional coahiion povernment
couhd end the violence wrack
g harachil and avert any

ssible army intervention in

akistani pnliticsh reports
R.f“tﬂ‘f. .

"l do tear an intervention
under these circumstances,”
Sharif told foreign reporters at
a briefing.

More than 300 people
have been killed this month

Major, Redwood only

candidates for

leadership ballot

LONDON, June 29: Prime
Minister Iﬂi‘m Major and
right-wing former cabinet
manister John Redwood were
the only candidates when
nominations for a leadership
ballot in Britain's ruling Con-
servative Party closed today.

The announcement was
made by Sir Marcus Fox,
chairman of a group of Con-
servative members of parlia-
ment that is mfmi'-}ﬁ the
legdership election. in-
ternal ballot, uiﬁpui when
Major dramatically resigned
the post a week ago in a bid
to reassert his battered au-

thority, will take place next
Tuesday.

Sharif calls for nat'l
govt to avert ML

alone in ethnic and political
violence in the southern port
of Karachi, Pakistan's biggest
city and its commercial and
industrial hub. Sharif said the
removal of Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto was essential
to resolve a deepeninﬁacrisis
in Pakistan, arguing that she
would be replaced by a na-
tional government.

Pakistanis felt an "over-
whelming sense of despair and
demoralisation," mainly be-
cause of Karachi, and only a
"non-Bhutto” prime minister
could revive the national |
spirit, he said.

"You can call it a national
govermment, or a one-party

overnment or a coalition,

ut [ think that it could bring
about a solution in Karachi,"
he said.

"I would not suppert any
intervention in the political
system,” he said, in a refer-
ence to Pakistan's history of
frequent military interven-
tions in politics.

"We must werk to pro-
mote the de atic system
and change should not come
through any non-constitu-

' means.”

arii said President Fa-
rooq Leghari, who has consti-
tutional powers to dismiss
elected governments, could
play a m%e.

KUALA LUMPUR, june
29° Malaysia 1s not extending
temporary work permits for
thousands of foreign workers
who entered the country ille-
gally, saymg thev were caus
| ing Increasing social and secu
rity problems here, a report
sard today, reports AFP

Permits tor about 265,000
of toreign workers, givem out
during an amnesty drive in
1972 are due to expire to
MOTOwW

"Employers must re
thtirmfvnfh:n by Friday,
otherwise they will be
charged with harbouring the
workers " Ahmad Bakhtiar Su-

laiman, the operations direc
tor at the Home Ministry's
task force on foreign workers,
was reported saying by The
Star

triate

A ers t harbour-
ing illegal workers after the
| deadline can be jailed up to

KL won't extend work
permits for foreigners

two years and tined 10,000
ringgit (4,000 dollars) on
conviction.

Employers of foreign
labour lamented the move,
saying it would further
tighten the country's labour
shortage. Fore workers,
both legal and illegal, are in
creasingly staffing petrol sta-
tions, construction sites and
restaurants here, |

"This will make the situa- |
tion worse as there is already
a shortage (of workers)," said
Malaysian Muslim Restaurant
Owners' Association President
Jamarul Khan Kadir

Jamarul said more than half
the association's member |
restaurants were staffed by

foreigners

Industry otficials said there |
were now more than 1.5 mal-
lion foreign workers in the
country, excluding- those

working illegally .
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Majidul himself
was ignorant of

. & ™

PM's decision

By Staff Correspondent

Senior minister M Majid |
ul-Huq's failure to attend the
inaugural convocation of the
Institute of Postgraduate
Studies in Agriculture (IPSA)
become the proverbial "last
straw on the camel's back" for
his losing the Agriculture

portfolio, ruling party insiders
said yesterday.

Maijid ul-Hug, who ranked.
third in the cabinet, behind
the Prime Minister and Law
Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz,
failed to turn up for the pro-
%Iamme at Gazipur on June

4, which the PM took as a
direct affront to her Besides,
the function was rather
poorly managed, the source

sS4k : : i
., . The sonice, close to the:
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ALCWC meeting
begins
A two-day meeting of

Awami League Central Work-
ing Committee (ALCWC!

| began yesterday atte rnoon at

the  party’'s Bangabandhu
Avenue office in the city.

Chaired by AL president
Sheikh Hasina, the meet:
discussed the latest politica
and economic situation in the
country.

A party press release issued
last night said that the meet-
ing also discussed the budget
tor tiscal 1995-96. In a reso-
lution, it said that the budget
was tormulated to intluence
the voters in the coming elec-
tions

The meeting was . ad-
wirned till 3:00 pm today.

Assistant Judge
punished
for contempt

A High Court bench yes-

terday found Ashok K Kar-
makar, Assistant Judge, Tan-
‘gail, guilty ugscsuntempt of
co re S S _.

ur_nt;: cﬁ?'tl:ts_inn bench com-

‘prising Justice A M M Mah-

mugdur Rahman and Justice
Mahfuzur Rahman, re-
jecting an umneonditional

apology tendered by Kar-
ar, ished htmLy sen-
cingion b gt don. notgy Ko
court a
ot Taka 10 ;
The a ies tendered by
Mahifuz CEditorand A 5
Mahmud, printer and pub-

lisher of The Daily Star were,

however, accepted and they
were exonerated. .
Ashok Karniakar wrote an
Sce Page X Col ¥

Wimbledon Result
HIGHLIGHTS

Men's
round):

Dick Norman (Bel
Stetan Edberg (Swe)

Cedric Pioline (France| def
lim Couriex gUSAL

Jeff Tarango (USA) def A

singles

Medvedev | mn&

Andre i (USA) det Pat
McEnroe (USA)

Boris ker (Ger|] def Jan
Apell (Swe)

Women's ( ird
round):

Steffi Grat [Ger
Amanda Coetzer ($ Africa

|jam Novotna (Czech
def Jo Durie [CBR

singles
ded




