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NEWS BRIEFS |

Food Minister Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan was yesterday
given the charge of Agri-
culture Miniswry in addition
to his current portfolio. An
otticial announcement said
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia entrusted Man-
nan with the additional
charge which would take im-
mediate etfect. Agriculture
was under the stewardshdip of
Ma). Ceneral (rtd) Majid-ul-
Haq, in addition to his Water

Resources portfolio, reports
UNB.

DU budget today

The annual budget of the
Dhaka University will be
laced in its Senate session,
glnnmgrtndnf Dhaka Uni-
versity [reasurer Prof M
Shamsul Haque will place the
t in the session at 4 pm.
Vice Chancellor Prof Ema-
juddin Ahmed ‘will preside
over the session. It wall also
elect a registered graduate
rl:*jprf:n:nutiv:, an emnent
educationist and a prominent
citizen as the university Syn-
dicate members, reports

48-hr transport
strike

From Our Correspondent

" [EEzgﬂHﬁ h:ianr 27 The
u oad Transport
Workers' and Owners' Associ
ation has called a 48-hour
transport strike from tomor-
row in the southern region of
the country The strike call
was given 1n demand of the
release of a dnver and with-
drawal of a BDR check post
from P :manduail i, Magura.

Kidnapped girl

rescued in

CHITTAGONG, June 27:
A special team of the Kotwali
police rescued one¢ kidnapped
girl Rupna Chowdhury from a
m Dr:i::r Customs House

today, According to

lice. Rupna Chowdhury, lf‘a
garments worker, was kid-
napped by three persons from
Anderkilla on Saturday last.
One jasimuddin was arrested,
reports BSS.

il bl

The JP acti
yesterday

visis hurled bomb at po

e e :__l: e e A -, el
L e = W s S T e
Ft o e L e i £ g

e R s T .-.i

Stray incidents mark
JP hartal : 154 held

By Staff Correspondent

Sporadic bomb explosions
and stray incidents marked
yesterday's eight-hour hartal
in the capital, called by the
Jatiya Party to protest the
"implication” of its jailed
chairman H M Ershad in the
s & Wit el

a ng of ve $
chases and counter-chases be-
tween police and pro-hartal
ﬂﬁiﬁctﬂrt mozt rted

ifterent parts city
during the hartal hours be-
tween 6:00 am and 2:00 pm.

Police arrested 154 people
when |P activists, boosted by
Monday's H.lfh Court verdict
:ﬁultm};r rshad fzfum 1
charge o SSEss ¢
arms, used E;mcm:i: bongu
and cocktails to create a reign
of terror by way of enforcing
the hartal

More than 50 people in-

cluding four policemen were
inm durinf’lshrmuhu' ' at
ditferent places including
Mirpur, Golapbagh, Purana

Paltan, S : F:::lptt,
Mahakhali, Tejgaon Az-
impur where the pickets were

quite active.

Of the injured, 18 were
cﬁﬂmétmd to m;hm
ollege y re-
ceived and splinter
injunies from explosions at
Mirpur, Guliltm’,‘Fknnl, Tej-

on, Elephant Road, Kaptan
azar, Syedabad and Gan-
daria, hospital sources said.

Normal city life was ham-
pered with almost no mo-
torised vehicles venturing out
on the streets. But rickshaws
plied as usual and a small
number of state-owned BRTC
buses were seen on the streets
after about 11:00 am.

The capital remained cut
off from other districts with
no inter-district buses rat-
ing during the hartal s.
However, rail communication
was normal while some Biman
flights, both domestic and in-
ternational, were delayed,
sources said.

Shopping centres, educa-
tional institutions and private
business houses remained
closed. Transactions at city
banks, however, were done
behind shutters.

Hundreds of passengers
who arrived in the morni
remained stranded at the Zia
International Airport, Ka-
malapur railway station
Sadarghat launc terminal
and the inter-district bus ter-
minals.

Helmeted police, para-mil-
itary BDR personnel and
Ansars were deployed at dif-
ferent points to maintain law

See Page 12 Col 3 -

lice at the Topkhana Road in the city duri

ng hartal hours
— Star photo

JP demonstration
tomorrow, ‘Sukrana
Dibash’ on Friday

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party will stage
countrywide demonstrations
tomorrow as part of its on-go-
lng agitation programmes to
protest the "government's
move to implicate Ershad in
the Manzur murder case" and
to I:rcss for his release. The JP
will also observe 'Sukrana
Dibash' on Friday through

special prayers for acquittal of

Announcing the pro-
gum‘mesu at a st-hartal
arty rally at the Banga-
Eamfhu Avenue in the c?:y
Lﬁptcrd:g JP acting Chairman

izan imudhury said they
welcome trial of any killer but
"any conspiracy to involve
political opponents in the

Manzur murder case by
rulm; BNP will not be toler-
ated

The rally was planned at
the South Gate of Baitul
Mukarrum buI: was shfud to
nearby Bangabandhu Avenue
after police intervention.

The JP leader lﬁdcl':‘h BNP
government, instead of initiat-
mguiﬂo{ih'nkilhnmcn-

mmm;thckﬂlcﬂo{

Expressing gratitude at Er-
shad's acquittal the JP acti
chidlllid, "It's an :ka'ﬁ
rule of law". '

See Page 12 Col 7

ing the House about the fact
that all the opposition MPs
have crossed tRe 90-day limit
on absenting themselves from
the Parliament. Our Consti-
tution, in Article 67(1}{a)
clearly states that continuous
days of absence by a member,
without leave of the Parlia-
ment, will lead to automatic
cancellation of his or her seat.

| Article 178 of the Rules of

Procedure of the Parliament
unambiguously enjoins the
Sggnker to inform the House
about 1t. Leaving aside the

CIECUMSLANCES receded
A e

say,-because of them — the

Speaker should consider it to

be his foremost duty, to in-
torm the House immediately.

very cledr, and  whe

ter. Why? We are being forced
to think that it is because of
political expediency. More
this impression is getting cur-
rency, more is the Speaker
losing credibility. His exalted
status is slowly but surely
being shorn of its position of
being above partisan politics.
This, we think, is causing a se-
rious e to the image of
the office of the Speaker. His
position as the ultimate
uﬂhu]dr‘:r of ethics and fair-
play now stands substantially
dﬂl{baﬁﬁd.

knows that the Rules of Pro-
cedure does not give any
scope tor interpretation — as,
some may say, the resignation

en the Constitution is  Speaker to

his otfice, the credibility of his
person, and the effectiveness
of his role in the future, by
delaying what he has no op-
tion but ot doing.

There are few institutions
as prestigious as that of the
Speaker of the Parliament.
Anyone who holds that office
enjoys a supreme place in the
hearts and minds of the peo-
ple. There is immense vener-
ation and high honour and
dignity tor that office, and for
the person that occupies it.
The nation expects the
hol

the spirit of the Consti-
tution at all times, and under
all eircumstances. They ex-

pect the Speaker to be above
See Page 12 Col 2

the letter

the

Trade delegation
passes busy day

in Stockholm

The Bangladesh Trade and
Investment delegation headed
by FBCCI president Salman F
Rahman had a busy day on
Monday in Stockholm on the
first leg of their visit to West
European countries and
North America, reports UNB.

On arrival ior the Swedish
capital, the delegation was
met and briefed by
Bangladesh Ambassador Br
E-'t.ctd] Gyasuddin A Chowd-

ury in his office, according
to a4 mes received in
sterday.

In the morning, a confer-
ence was arranged at the

See Page 12 Col 1

High Court stays

Taslima’s trial

A High Court bench yes-
terday stayed the trial of au-
:Eird'{hacs ima Nasrin and

e government to ex-
plain why the blasphemy
charge against her should not
be dismissed, reports UNB,

The division bench com-
Elnsin; Justice M Mozammel

uq and Justice Nurul Islam
directed the Home Minist
tu]_:md its _l‘tphé thi; July r;r
when a hearing o case is
scheduled.

Earlier, Additional Chief

>ee Page 12 Col 6

Elimination of child labour

Revised MOU to be

signed Tuesday

By Staff Correspondent

The formal signing of the
revised memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) to elimi-
nate child labour from the
country’'s garment sector is
scheduled tor Tuesday next.

According to official
sources, signatories to the

roposed MOU include the

nicef, the ILO and the
Eangla&csh Garment Manu-
tacturers and Exporters’ Asso-
ciation (BGMEA).

The Government and the
US embassy would remain as
observers.

However, an inter-ministe-
rial meeting earlier this week
reviewed the draft and de-
cided to seek some minor
amendments. The Govern-
ment is willing to cooperate
in the implementation of the
MOU provisions, but is reluc-
tant to be “directly” involved
in the process, the sources

noted.

Last week, the BGMEA
executive committee had ap-
proved the revised draft of
the MOU, which i ates
provisions for rehabilitati
the retrenched children an
for setting up an independent

monitoring system to verify

Growth in industrial sector
agriculture down

up,

In line with the Gross Do
mestic Product (CDP) growth,
most sectors of the economy
marked upward growth in the
last four years However,
there were some negative
trends in agnculture, mineral
resources and public utility
SETVICES.

The CDP growth rate is
expected to reach 5.1 per
cent during the outgoing
1994-95 fiscal, on ! 34

| per cent in 90-91, according

| to the Bangladesh
|Rc¥;::,hm: 1995

Economic

oy
ester Inis

;' .?Tlt ew mm'r
the Economic Survey and will

| be published every year from
| now on.

Finance Minister M Saifur

By Staff Correspondent
Rahman in the preface of the

review said,” 1s Review is
the first document of the gov

ernment's policy-reform activ-
ities of the last few :
Although it 1s brief, the re-
view states the latest eco-
nomic data and gives an ap-

prcmu analysis.

review said industnes

sector achieved the h st
owth of 10 per cent during

4-95 as .gunst 1.4 per cent
mm 90-91 but in iculture
sector the growth declined to
2_11 E;ccm img 1.6 in 90
industry 1a 13 per cent, whick
was 1 per cent mn 9091,
and that of small mduuli?_it
s 5 cent as 9 in
90097 -

In agriculture, growth of

crops declined to - (minus) 2
per cent in 9495 from 1.2 in
90-91. However, under this
sector forestry, livestock and
tisheries marked notable
growths.

Growth in mineral re
sources sector declined to
13.1 r cent from 90 9]'s
21.2. Power, gas, water and

sanitation services declined to |

15.0 per cent from 90.91's
206 and public administra-
tion and defence to 9 per cent
from 9.7

Growth in construction in-
creased to 6.5 per cent from
4.5 in 9091, transportation
to 6 per cent from 3.1, com-
mercial services to 6 per cent
from 3.9, housing to 5 from
3.4, bank and insurance to 4

See Page 12 Col 7
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3 » #
staging a sit-in in front of the Red Cross office in Gaza

Hunger -rkt’nﬂ Palestinian wome
— AFP/UNB photo }

yesterday holding pictures of their sons detained in lsraeli prisons.

compliance with the proposed
ban on the use of child
labour.

The Unicef, under the
agreement, would coordinate

rehabilitation programme
for the children under 14
years of age currently working
in the garment factories. It
would include a schooling
programme and a Tk 300 per
month allowance for each in-

dividual child. The Unicef
may initiate the involvement
of NGOs to administer the
programme at a later date.

he proposed MOU also
stipulates the creation of a
fund for the rehabilitation
Eo'ogamme with contribution

the BGMEA, Unicef and
the Usulﬁu?ernment, the
sources said.

The ILO is expected to
take up the role of monitori
compliance with the ban o
the use f;f-, children in the
garment factories.

The signing of the pro-
posed MOU would bring to
an end a crisis situation whi
began after the BCMEA re-
jected an earlier draft on May
17. The association’s mem-

*  See Page 12 Col 7
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i s to go by Constituti
Boosting svuer, 1une 27 Awemi | U0 S0 DY CONStItution | murder case
Investment League Ugresident Sheikh s ; :

R : M Hasina today blasted the gov- . By Asiuzzaman From Staff Correspondent
equires viore . ernment for not distributing Ruling party stalwarts are  consecutive sittings of the CHITTAGONG, June 27:
than ll'l'lﬂge- ] DUBAI, June 27: The Emir and would return ‘whatever | relief matenals properly in the %mmt staggering the issue of Jatiya Sangsad without leave | Another retired army officer

_ | of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa bin  the cost.’ : flood atfected areas, reports days' continuous absence of absence from the House. Lt Col Kamaluddin Ahmed,
building Hamad Al Thani was ousted In a statement handed to | UNB. from the House by the Oppo- The Opposition MPs who | who was arrested by the CID
Colamn = Crodseurrents P today by his son and Crown reporters there he said: "The "The government is misap- | sition MPs, believing it would have been boycotting JS ses- | police in Dhaka on June 18,
; B rasscurcs Prince Sheikh Hamad bin  situation is unacceptable | propriating the relief fund ... | be wiser to go by the Consti-  sions since March 1 last year | was today formally charged
bv C A oW Khalifa Al-Thani, who was given that the legitimate | Ministers and MPs have been | tution. have now stayed away for | with complicity in the 1981
Page 4 declared ruler of the small  power is still in my hands and | given Tk 25 lakh for distribu- In a meeting with party more than the permissible | murder of Major General
Gulf oil state, report Reuter, 1n the hands of all the state of | tion among the disaster-hit | chairperson annger: inis- limit, which was crossed on | Abul Manzur.
F AP, Qatar, the Royal Family, the | people, but they have mis- | ter Begum Khaleda Zia at her June 19, the'second day of the Accordin to court
OCUS A terse announcement on  people and the army." - | used the money,” she told a | office yesterday, senior cabi- currcnt budgcet session of the | sources, the Chief Metropoli-
. : the official Qatar news agenc amad’s seizure of power | public meeting at the Com- | net members were said to be  Fifth Parliamcent. tan Maé,istrate (CMM), Chit-
I'hangs Finance said Sheikh Hamad, 47, ha was largely symbolic. He has | paniganj Thana Parishad agreed that any extra-consti- A BNP leader who at- | tagong, today issued warrants
Minister left unsaid in “taken over the reins of power effectively been running the | ground. tutional measure'may be chal-  tended the meeting, held at | to produce Lt Col {retd) Ka-
his bﬂdget speech; with the EHFFOH of the ruling uil-ex%c;rtin country for Hasina visited the remote | lenged in court w‘ich, in  the PM's Tejgaon office, said | maluddin Ahmed before him
Politicians stall ; Al-Thani} tamily and the more than a decade. areas of Sylhet and Sunam- | turn, may affect the entire that a proposal suggesting the | on July 1 next.
; atari people.” The nation has a long his- | ganj districts and inquired | politics including the next President seck an interpreta- The production and cus-
democracy trickle down; The announcement gave  tory of power struggles within | about the condition of the | general elections. tion of the exact legal posi- | tody warrants, ordering the
| and East and West no reason for the removal of the ryling family, going back flood affected people who “Should a court verdict tion on the issue énm the ' | Dhaka Central Jail authoritics
are one ; the Emir, who enjoyed abso-  to its'days as a British protec- | complained that scarcity of | against the BNP's decision Supreme Court was also dis- | to escort him to Chittago
Page 5 lute power in the state of torate before 1971. Hamad’'s | relief materials had added to mmge of the party would suf- cussed. But most of the senior | have already been ::lv:*:ﬂ;:risrsl:gﬁf
about 500,000 people. father, Khalifa Bin Hamad Al- | their sufferings. + fer,” one minister told the ministers felt that it would | ed, court sources added.
Illte ﬁ onal ; et T }%ﬂ wa{s lln (;icnct;ataftEtr uf; Thani, .ﬁiﬁd _uwlcgr?fzrnm his She addrﬂzé:sed two public melg; ] '-ghe Speaker should nMut be pmpe:j for the Prime ; Iirhe warrants were issued
¥ - —_ icial visits last week to Egyp cousin ed in : meetings at Companiganj in | go onstitution.” - Minister to advise the Presi- ollowing a praver today b
s i:“,llﬁ_h '“-Mi‘ ild*d i Kﬁ“"f“ and Tunisia. o Arab diplomats said the fa- | Sylhet and Chhatak and sev-~ | = According to the Constitu-  dent to scek the help of the | the iuve:s%igat?:rllg}ruﬂicer of the
Stalacal Vi to i I-Thani addressing the ca- The deposed Emir said in  ther and son fell out over how | eral spontaneous gatherings in | tion, a me of Parliament  highest court. case requesting CMM S M
g ; binet after the takeover yes- Geneva today he was still the  strong a stance Qatar should | the flood-hit areas. ' automatically loses his seat Under Article 106 of the | Matiur Rahman to show Ka-
Mﬂ;;[ m::' terday. — AFP photo  legitimate ruler of his country See Page 12 Col 3 See Page 12 Col 7 for remaining absent for 90 See page 12 Col 4 See Page 12 Col 8
thrﬁa ns T g Y & 3 AT, BT B S PRI R L] -
WEGkEDd Btrikes i E} ki ~ | . =
Pages B P ' BEE RRE S bl e Commentary 2 JCD activists
'1 _____ e - e Bl R A i killed in Ctg,
Business | Rluiodf T RSNT BN er riski IS credibility  Natore
- AT ty
Introduction of digital il | | By Malifis Anikti RATORE T 2 e
phones at thana level - i . . : . leader of tht‘:rlalivataﬁadi Ch-
likel . i The Honourable Speaker Yet he seems to be in no  situation did — then why is ' gt :

tkely soon, mimster has no reason to delay inf hurry to proceed in this mat-  he jeopardising th ti t hatra Dal (JCD) was killed

tells .JS ¥ LLOEI- y? B 3 in ' (oig LIe PICSUEE O | here Monday night reportedly

by his rivals in the organisa-
tion. |

Alimul Islam Zia Babu, 28,
a former pro-VP of the stu-
dents union of the NS Gov-
ernmment College, was at-
tacked at Mirpara while re-
turning home at 9 pm.

He succumbed to his in-
juries at the Rajshahi Medical
College hospital. :

A case was registered with
Sadar thana.

BSS from Chittagong adds:
Mohammad Jasimuddin (Mak-
sug), an_activist of the

1 -Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal was

shot dead by some unidenti-

fied gunmen at his village

home Charandeep under
See Page 12 Col 1

Court restrains
7 RU teachers

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 27: A
court here today issued an
injunction suspending all
administrative work by seven
administrators of the Raj |
University until further order.
It also suspended their remu-
nerations.

The injunction order was
issued by the court of the
Sub-Judge, Rajshahi.

Two advocates — Abdus
Salam and Siraji Showkat
Salehin — on June 25 filed a
petition with the court of
Sub-Judge Anisur Rahman
Khan accusing 12 persons in-
cluding the university's Vice-
Chancellor and Registrar of
running the administration in
violation of proper rules.

All seven persons re-
strained by the injunction are
teachers DIY the university who
used to discharge various ad-
ministrative duties in addition
to their jobs.

Four die dﬁer
drinking liguor

MYMENSINGH, June 17:
Four people died another
one fell sick seriously after
taking country-made liguor in
a hospital cmund early
today reports ;

Hospital and police sources
said two died at Surya Kanta
(SK) Hospital and another two
lnt Myme m hlndlcc!_'! al Col-
ege Hospi ;

Two of them wcr:] identi-
fied as local businessmen Ka-
mal, 35, and Khokon, 30, and
two others fourth class em-
ployees of MMCH — Ran-

See Page 12 Col 6

Wimbledon Result

HIGHLIGHTS
Courtesy

i

Royal Dutch Airlines

Men's
und):

Jacco Eltingh (Holland) def
Michael Stich (Germany)

Andre Agassi {(USA) def
Andrew Painter (Australia)

Stetan Edberg (Sweden)| def
Oscar Martinez (Spain)

Women's singles (1st ro-
und):

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
Spain) def Katarina Studen:-

um lovakia) |
e Huber (Germany) del
Tina Krizan [Slovenia).

singles (1st ro-



