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Impressive Ivanisevic

WIMBLEDON,
june 260 Two
ume hinalist Gor-
an Ivanisevic
swived 21 aces as
hw overpowered
Sihasticn Lareau of Canada in
straight sets Monday in the
opening round at Wimbledon,
reports AP

The tourth-seeded Croat-
lan, runner-up in 1992 and
1994 needed just 85 minutes
to wear down Lareau 6-2, 6-4,
6-4, 1n the hrst matcf) on
Court One

Ivanisevic lost in last year's
final to Pete Sampras, who
was opening his bid for a third
straight title on Centre Conrt
against Germany's Karsten
Braasch.

Fully recovered from his
tirst-round loss at the French
Open, Sampras is aiming to
become the tirst man since
Bjorn Borg — and the very
tirst American — to win
Wimbledon three years in a
fow

He is seeded second behind
top-ranked Andre Agassi, but
vittually c¢veryone picks
Sampras as the man to beat
again. The British bookies
make him 10-11 odds-on
favourite, with Agassi at 9-2.

"l love the grass-court sur-
face,” Sampras said. "It has
been really good to me. I just
tell myself this is new stuff,
and there’s a lot of tennis yet
to be played. Thank God
there is no more clay-court
tennis for the rest of the
year."

After going home and not
touching a racket for several
days, Sampras came to Lon-
don and re-established his
grass-court dominance hglf

e

winning both the singles an
doubles titles at the pre-
Wimbledon Queen's Club

tournament.

PISCATAWAY,
USA, June 26:
The United Stat-
es won the US
Cup '95 tourna-

of the four-team tournament,
reports Reuter.

The Americans, who had
won both their previous
matches against Nigeria and
Mexico, were content to set-
tle for the draw that gave
them one point and the title.

Colombia, looking to re-
bound from last year's humil-
iating exit from the World
Cup, finished second in the
competition, which was being
used as a warm up for next
month's Copa America in
U . They had drawn 0-0
with Mexico and beaten
Nigeria 1-0 last week.

he results by the un-
beaten Americans augured
well for interim coach Steve
Sampson, who replaced
World Cup coach Bora Multi-
novic after he resigned two

moths ago. Sampson is likely

"l got a whole new start at
the Queen's Club," said Sam-
pras, who has won 14 straight
matches — and 23 out of 24
— on grass. "l really needed it
because | was a little bit down
on myself about the clay-
court season. | feel . I feel
ready. | am healthy, I am
ready to go.”

Sampras is ready to emu-
late Borg, who won five
straight qﬂimbl:dun titles
from 1976-1980. Only five
other l:nen in ‘I;thnr iillj'ﬂt
won three straignt: 1am
Renshaw, Reggie Doherty, H
Laurie Duhert(i Anthony

Wilding and :
"Winning three would be
sweet,” Sampras said. "But it
is something I am not really
thinking about. I just kind of
let my racket do the talking.
There is pressure, but it is not
like I can't sleep at night.”

CIVANISEVIC

Someone who probably
experienced trouble sleeping
was Braasch.

A left-hander ranked 119th
in the world, Braasch is best

known for his , herky-
jerky service on and bad
uck in draws — was Agassi's

first-round victim at the

- French n.
'Seeﬁlike a pretty good

osts clinch US

snatched victory with the last
g‘l:}r, when defender Jorge
rmudez came up for a fierce

Collymore wants
a piece of
the cake

LONDON, June 26: E.nq
land striker Stan Collymore’s
record-breaking 8.5 million
pounds {li?_.ﬂ. millinp ti:::‘linq.
move to Liverpool is said ta.
be in the balance over the
p s belief he should have
as 'cekgith:uml&rht,m-
ports Reuter.

" Notti Forest, who
“sold” Collymore to their
Premier League rivals for a
British record fee, reportedly
insist that he is not entitled to
an

money from them and
he agrees he will remain
their player.

the fee, 425, pounds
(680,000 dollars), but Forest

r Frank Clark says in
The ﬁnil on Sundlr,T “he
would be entitled to a per-

1 cent of

‘Britis

opening round match,” Sam-
pras said. "He is a pretty
crafty player. 1 think he is
probably more comfortable

on the slower court, but | am .

sure he is going to be ready to
play and Eﬂlﬂsmg forward to
it.”

In early results Monday,
American grass-court ial-
ist Bryan Shelton of the
United States ousted 12th-
seeded Richard Krajicek of the
Netherlands in straight sets
7-6 (7-2), 6-3, 6-3. It marked
the second year in a row that
Krajicek lost in the first
round, while Shelton showed
the form that took him to the
Round of 16 last year.

Aaron Krickstein came
from two sets down to beat
Sweden's Christian Bergst-
Enin, 4-6, 0-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-2,

In women's play, 12th
seeded Amy Frazier downed
Stephanie Rottier, 6-4, 7-5;
and No 15 Brenda Shultz-
McCarthy was two points
away from elimination before
rebound to defeat Radka
gulhknva, -7 (4-7), 76 (7-3),

Later, No 6 Kimiko Date
was paired _agn.inst Sabine
gelmnn.s and No. 8 Gabriela

abatini was up against Lea
Ghirardi of France.

Sampras can be over-
whelming on grass with his at-
tacking serve-and-volley
game, excellent serve return
and shotmaking ability from
the baseline.

He beat Jim Courier and
Ivanisevic in the last two
Wimbledon finals. Both were
slam-bang affairs dominated
by big serves, leading to
widesgrcad criticism in the

media that Sampras
and grass-court tennis were

header from a corner. The ball
beat American goalkeeper
Brad Friedel, but was headed
off the line by Mike Burns.

It was the first time the
two teams had met since last
year's World Cup, when the
cans ;:m:kad tgfl
soccer world by winning
at the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena.

That ing loss to
the: United States by th

fancied South Americans

ntributed to their first-

©0
round exit from the World

On Sunday, the United
States, which had scored
seven sgmls in its previous
two US Cup matches against

N Mexico, s d
oéﬁi‘ﬂly in the first Md
had few chances aside from
headers over the bar by the
Thomas Dooley and Alexi

Lalas.
In contrast, goalkeeper

to be given the job full-time. cen if he was to be sold at Friedel twice thwarted
The game in front of our . We have done ev- Colombian chances. Midway
36,126 fans at Rutgers Uni- erything in our power to keep Lh:m.\gEthchnlfhcwulucky
‘veuu‘::ly Stadium became him to kick out a Fredy Rincon
bogged down in midfield in “We will not move an inch.© shot that had deflected off
the second half as neither The fact is, that unless Stan Lalas and on the stroke of
team appeared to want to risk drops his claim | tto see halftime he dived to his left to
making a mistake. him on July 10 for start of m a Niber Arboleda
But the Colombians nearly pre-season training ” I.

Cup '95

i- mannered

WIMBLEDON,

june 26: Conc-
hita Martinez has
quietly sli d

H into the Aﬂm
land Club to
begin the detence of her title,
away trom the attention that
surrounds players like Steffi
Graf, Mary Pierce or even
some of the lower seeds,
reports AP
That's the way Martinez
hikes 1t. Ask her about fame —
;hlfjh seems tor have eluded
r almost ev except
her native S ll-luall:i“ and she'll
respond wi -hearted en-
thusiasm, at best.
"I like to go in the back-
gruund,' said the 13-year-old
aniard, who faces Asa
arlsson of Sweden in her
tirst-round match Tuesday on

McCall to fight
Bruno on Sept 2

LONDON, June 26: Oliver
Mc%;ll'suﬁwndd heavy-
weight t fense t
Frank Bruno has gtn
rescheduled to Sept 2, it was
ic;flrm:d Mo , Treports

McCall required stitches
ot gl o
training we
for the July 22 Wembley Sta-
dium bout, which was to fea-
E;r: two Lttz:cthcr dwurlie title

ts on card, to t
back. e

"1 spoke to McCall and his
trainer last week, and they
said he will definitely be right
for the 2nd," British promoter
Frank Warren said. "They
may even have been right for
the 22nd, but just wanted to

be sure.”

Centre Court. " don't like to
be in the front. I'm very shy
and | like to do my own
thing. Sometimes if you are
too , you don't have a
private life.”
Despite her performance in
last year's final, Martinez
layed second-fiddle to
lartina Navratilova in the
Wmhledou impion's final
i s appear-
ance. It was one of those rare
cases in which the loser was
lauded, the winner nearly
swept aside.
Martinez didn't mind,

al her main regret is
Mtumt&mm
more.

"I think if | won Wimble-
don again | would do thi
ditterently,” she said. "1
take it easy, relax a little bit
more because | think last year
I played too much after
Wimb .| was that
[h‘:ﬁ ' ‘l I:;:L much
that p too
f&r?u::smdnvflht-

year, Martinez
slipped one place to No 4 on

the world computer rankings
Not a major col , but
enough for coach ¢ Van

Harpen to get fed up with her
renowned aversion to prac-

los K , who guided her
tnthe"ml:n “ﬁthuﬂ
the semifinals of the French
Open. She's also back to no 3
in the 1
irmﬂtﬂkhl
been to prepare Martinez, a
baseline player whose best
surface is clay, for the serve-
and-volley attackers she’ll
n have to beat if she is to
her title.
" (Before last
very

I wasn't
on grass at

L3
artinez
all,” Martinez said. "I think
more aggressive and going a

year to go through the tour-
nament without having to
Ehr tive-time champion Steffi
raf, who was u :
tirst round by Lori McNeil.
The top-seeded Graf is again
the overwhelming favourite
this year
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Mare Rosset of Switzerland raises the champions trophy

o 8

after beating depending champion Germany's Michael
Stich in the final of the Halle international tournament in

Germany on June 25.

— AFP/UNB photo

New Jersey, June
16: US defender
Alexi Lalas, who
i 4 platf for Padova
= — 1n the First Divi-
sion of the Italian League, will
1oin Major League Soccer
IMLS] when it begins ope-
rations next year, the new US
league announced on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

"The tans here deserve pro-
fessional soccer,” said Lalas,
who signed a multi-year pact
with the league at undisclosed
terms. "This is a great day for
me.

Lalas, whose US team has
not yet been determined, will
remain with Padova for the
1995-96 season.

‘Lhe ted-haired, goateed fan

tavourite joins two other top

international players who
have committed to the new
league — US midfielder Tab
Ramos and flamboyant Mexi-
Much ado about
nothing!
LONDON, June 26: Com-
plaints over a television
commercial featuring Eric
Cantona were rejected on
Sunday by England's Inde-
pendence Television Com-
mussion (ITC), reports AFP.
Frenchman Cantona, ba-
nned from soccer till the the
end of September for a kung
fu kick at a fan, was shown in
a commercial with England
striker Les Ferdinand
criticising racism and vio-
lence.
Eighteen viewers com-
lained to the ITC about the
ike advertisement saying it
was an attempt to glorify and
cxguit Cantona's infamy and
labelled it “insensitive and
| riate.”
ut ITC dismissed the
complaints, saying the com-
mercial was backing a "kick
racism out of foot cam-
paign" and had received posi-
tive reactions from the soccer
authorities and s rters.
The Video Standards
Council is also looking at
posters for a soccer video
game which have also come
under fire for allegedly glorify-
ing Cantona's kung fu assault.
The Video Standards
Council said it would exam-
ine the advertisements and
may ask the Advertising
Standards Authority to in-
vestigate.

-sented his coun

can goalkeeper Jorge C S,
Former US World Cup
layers Desmond Armstrong,
eter Vermes, Mike Lapper
and Mike Burns have also
signed to play with the start-
up league.

Another US player, John
Harkes, has said that he
would consider joining the
MLS. Harkes currently plays
E]:I Derby in the English

he 10-team, two confer-
ence league 1s scheduled to
play its tirst game on March
31, 1996. Teams will each
lay a 32-game schedule, and
our teams will advance to the
playotts.

"Alexi Lalas is a true all-
American superstar,” said
league: chawrman Alan Ro-
thenberg. "Major League
Soccer i1s absolutely thrilled
to have Alexi on board. His

signing further proves that

MLS is committed to signing
the top national and interna-
tional players.”

Lalas, who has made 53
appearances and scored five
goals tor the US national
teaim, was the tirst American
to play in the ltalian League.

"My experiétice in Italy has
given me even greater appre-
ciation for the beauty and
Eassmn that is soccer,” said

alas. "I know I am a better
soccer player now and I am
committed to bringing that

experience back home to
MLS,

Mozer moving

to Antlers

TOKYO, June 26: Former
Brazilian international Mozer
will play for Kashmma Antlers
from the second stage in Au-
gust in the Japanese League,
team officials said Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

The 34-year-old defender,
whose real name is Jose Carlos
Nepomucendo Mozer, repre-
31 times

World

including the 1
Cuﬂin Italy.

e is expected to arrive in
Japan in late July with a 18-
month contract July 15
tf:c Pom.1;1.».-.5::“1::'nl Di oion
t irst Division.

The Antlers were currentl
lying at second place in the J-
Le after their recent con-
secutive defeats as Brazilian
internationals Leonardo and
Jorginho were called away for

the South American Champi-
onships.

Olympic champion Britain's Linford Christie is being congratulated by teammate Jonathan
Edwards on winning the 100, 200 and 4X100 metres relay events at the European Cup athletics
meeting in Lille, France on June 25

— AFP/UNB photo
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WINDOW ON WIMBLEI )ON

LONDON, June
. 26: Wimb is
not just another
tennis tourna-
' ment in the cal-
endar, Wimble-
don is the Queen of
international tennis. The
sprawling complex in idyllic
setting, a few hundred yards
trom the Thames, instils in all
human minds the reverence
that normally goes with holy
places. Here you don't feel
massiveness of the
concrete structures but your
¢yes can feast on a vast ex-
panse of soothing beauty. The
grounds are all laid out, The
green and yellow grass courts
marked with white paints
have their own.patterns. The
surface is so hard and uni-
form, the grass is mowed so
accurately that even the
stringent perfectionist will
agree that none could make a
better carpet on lfrass. The
two and a million pound
sterling extension and reno-
vation work is also in progress
and hopefully by next year it
will be another magnificent
sight to behold.

“As you cross the Bathgate .

Road on way to the courts
the finely trimmed
hed‘fes sooths your eyes. And
gradually vou hear muffled
voices, musical giggles and the
thud of the tennis ball hitting
the racket from across the
hedges. The hedges give way
to concrete walls d%lfending
the territory from the in-
vaders. Soon you are on the

Lalas to play fn MLS |55 7+

oS PISCATAWAY,

Players — men and women
— practise on a number of
courts in Aorangi Park. Last
evening there were a number

Muster

ST POELTEN,
Austria, June 26:
French Open
champion 0-
mas Muster won
his 40th succe-
ssive clay-court tournament
on Sunday and then said he

Y

would completely ignore’

Wi?hl:dnr:i re at
op see uster, playi

before a sell-out cmwdmtﬁ
4,000 less than 100 kilome-

rts Reuter.

tres. from his home town..

Leibnitz, had an unexpected]
hard time beating unseede
Bohdan Ulihrach of the Czech
Republic 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 in the
St Poelten final.

Muster, ranked fourth in
the world, has decided to skip
Wimbledon starting today
having lost in the first rou
in four previous attempts on

288 Courts. :

e Austrian said after
winning on Sunday that he
would not even watch Wim-
bledon on television and
would pay no attention to the
results until the two-week
tournament was over.

"I'm going on holiday,"
Muster told a news confer-
ence. "I think I've earned it."

He said the television set
in his Monte Carlo flat was
broken and he did not plan to
fix it.
~ "It's turned off and I'm ﬁ?-
;;;1 to turn off as well," he

But Muster, asked who he
thought would win Wimble-
don, offered the prediction
that American Pete Sampras
would successfully defend his
title, with Croatia's Goran
Ivanisevic and Germany's
Michael Stich the next most

victors.
uster dropped a set in
three of his five wins in the

green °

Tawfiq Aziz Khan from Wimbledon

of Ela_?:rs warming up and
abbing whatever practice
they could get before the

‘tournament which starts to-

day. But I hardly saw any big
name. I could recognise
Medvedev but the rest of
them .looked familiar but I
could not place them. They
!ng so ditferent from their

appearance. Compared to
last year there has been a rise
in the prize money in 1995,
Last year the total prize
money was £5,682 170 and
this year it is £6,025,550, a

.....

JEREMY BATES
rise of about 6 per cent.’
BATES BRITAIN'S
TORCH-BEARER
The last World Cup soccer

was played in the United
States in 1994 without the
England team. England is pi-
oneer of Association Pwtbglll
and a World Cup without
England was like playing

extends

tournament, his first since
winning the French Open ear-
lier this month, and had to
fend off three match points in
the first round to get past
Filip Dwwulf of Belgium,
ed 140th in the world.

ATP rankings

MONTE CARLOQ, June 26:
Leading singles rankings in
men's tennis as released by

-the. ATP Teur.on Monday,
reports ter. .
Agassi (US) 4,779

1. An
points
- 2. Pete Sampras (US) 3,873
3. Thomas Muster (Aus-
tria) 3,401
. Boris Becker (Germany)

3,387

5. Michael Chang (US)
3,134

6.Goran Ivanisevic [Croa-
tia) 2,786

. ¥evgeny Kafelnikov
(Russia) 2,468

8 Wayne Ferreira (South
Alrica) 2,434

9. Sergi Bruguera (Spain
GaTe B MY ( P l

10. Michael Stich (Ger-
mmr] 2,187

11. Marc Rosset (Swi-
tzeilzmd 1,981 "

; us Larsson (Swe-

den) l,Bd?]gn |

13. Alberto Berasategui
(Spain| 1,817

14. Jim Courier (US] 1,708

15. Richard Krajicek (Ne-
therlands) 1,673

16. Stefan Edberg {Sweden) °

1,671

17. Todd_. Martin (US)
1,619

18. Andrei Medvedev (Uk-
raine) 1,565
19. Thomas Engvist (Swe-
den) 1,473 |

. Andrea Gaudenzi (Ita-

ly) 1,383

Hamlet without the Prince ot
Denmark. Here in Wimbledon
the champi ips have been
without proper local repre-
scntatinnlf’m a long long time.
The men's singles event
started in 1877 — the first
Eenms tuumnmmc l;:d t.fh All-
ngland Croquet ennis
Club. That was exactly 118
ago. A country which

as organised what has be-
come one of the mtggt popular
spectator sports and money-

spinner is without a i

o The s 0 iy lon

women's entries this year six
have received wild cards and
,:il‘:.ywﬂlhcnnl lmnttengf
8 to know how
them reach the n:xl:l::znd.
: iy the
ti t
#5 ﬂaga e

any more. He
16 of men's singles last .
British hopes now circle
round Montreal-born 21-year-

old Creg Rusadehi vvho will
R i W W

some heat specially
B o
Mark Petchey. Though
ﬂ}uudoki'u raf?king 511“
w from to ;
favourable draw, fast cuuzt:
and his serve which he

izts&mn is height of 6ft. |
hm:ymkahixhtﬂ:.hcmﬂ

rounds

On Sunday Muster needed
one hour 25 minutes to beat
Ulihrach, ranked 68th.
_l%’[qyster had beaten him 6-2, 6-
2 in May in the Italian Open
in Rome.

~"He is an extremely fit
yo boy," Muster said of
the 20-year-old Czech. "He
wasn't even brea heard

after some of the longer
points. He's very fit."

...;.Mlihrach broke M |
ﬂnglﬁ.{?mﬁrnqéemdutﬁ:g

times in the second, which
was interrupted by rain for 40
minutes.

Backed the boisterous
home crowd, Muster
shifted into gear in the third
set. Muster yielded just three
points to seize a 3-0 lead in
the final set before coasting
through 6-1.

Even though there were no
other pl;gen ranked among
the top 20, Muster bristled at
the suggestion the St Poelten
entry was thin and he should
have dominated the low-key
tournament.

"It wasn't a weak field," he
said sharply.

Muster said he felt he had
plagd well but the
of | the local hero had
we on him.

_ "It's difficult to play here
(in Austria) because of all the
surrounding circumstances
that aren't there when you

1y abroad," he said. "You're

michued by all kinds of
people ... you have all sorts of
obligations and appoint-
ments.”

He said he would await the
outcome of Wimbledon to

decide which matches he
would play in the next few

Edwards' leaps

= cle—

VILLENEUVE,
France, June 26:
Briton Jnnathln
Edwards flew
right out of the
record books in
the European Cup super-
division on Sunday with the
most astonishing series of
leaps ever seen in the men's
triple jump, reports Reuter.
Germany, successfully de-
tended the men's title and
Russia won the women's
event but all the weekend's
performances were overshad-
owed by an inspired Edwards,
who twice jumped further
than any man ever before but
missed out on a world record.
The 29-year-old Briton
jumped 18.43 metres and
18.39 metres on his second
and fourth efforts but he had
an excessive tail-wind in both
cases, preventing him from
breaking American Willie
Bank's 10-year-old world
n':::i::{ljd of l?;. 7 metres. i
is two leaps were so
he looked as ﬂahe ight fly
out of the far end of t m
They were both further t
the best wind-assisted mark
ever recorded—an 18.20-me-
tre leap also by Bank in 1989
"You can't really put
words on that kind of or-
mance,” the stunned Briton
bronze medalist at the 1993
World Championships, said

afterwards. "Even without the
wind | could have broken the
world record.”

That much looked certain
as his tail -wind on the 8.43-
metre leap was only 2.4 me-
tre-per-second, marginally
over the limit for record pur-
poses of two metre-per-sec-
und.d i

Edwards' main compensa-
tion was that he did break his
own British record with a
jump of 17.72 metres the
only one of his four attempts
which was not wind-assisted.
His opening jump of 17.90
was also aided by the wind.

Britain finished second to
Gcrtmnylin thchmcn;s com-
petition, losi y 117 points
to 107, but r:ﬁ'm: other out-
standing performance of the
day and the weekend came
from a much better-known
Briton, World and Olympic
champion Linford Christie.

Christie, winner of the 100
metres on Saturday, when he

Uruguay win

CANCUN, Mexico, June
26: Uruguay won an interna-
tional youth (under-17) foot-
ball tournament here Sunday
when they beat Brazil 1-0 in
the final when Custavo Mi-
clionico headed a AﬁF%th
minute winngr, reports :
Sunday

of fame

also anchored a winning
sprint relay for Britain, was
masterly in the 200 metres
which he won with a devas-

et B by < g
s € - "
close to his best at
the age of 3

team, leading overnight,

' picked 1§p three more victo-

ries on y Lars
Riedel in the M&Tﬁm
Schwarthoff in the 110-metres
hurdles, profiting from the ab-
sence of British world record
holder Colin Jackson, and
Nico Motchebon in the 800
metres.

Spain and Poland finished
in seventh and eighth place
and were relegated for ne
year's event in :

In the women's compet
tion, Russia won comfortabl
from Germany with 11
gointa to 100. Italy and

oland took the two relega-
tion places.



