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Briti=h Prime Minister John Major (R) receives a cricket bat as being presented by Sir Basi

Feldman, chairman of the National Union at Tory Party headquarters in London on Saturday.

Loondon in festive mood

Tawfiq Aziz Khan from Wimbledon

LONDON, June
'y The piigrim—

fending men's singles cham-
pion Pete Sampras of the

United States, vying for his
consccutive title. He will
open the proceedings as is the
tradition against a lesser kno-

a¢e begins on
Vionday on the
immaculate la-
wns of the histo-

— AFP/UNB photo

dav ¢vening there was no
contirmation trom him,

The mood around Wim-
bledon is one of revered festi-
val. Souvenir shops — official
and private — have opened

Frana freaks
out Woodbridge

NOTTINGHAM ,
June 25: Tie-break master
Javier Frana ypset Australian
seventh seed Todd Woed-
bridge to win the Not
Open on Saturday, the 28-
year-old ﬁpl;lu‘;;rgﬂ.tiu; :::Ia?;-

as y one-sided fi-
ﬂ 7-6, E-S, reports Reuter.

Frana, out of the game for
four months last year through
serious illness, completed a
fairy-tale return to earn his
first ATP title in his third final
in two months,

The unseeded left-hander
dominated from start to finish
although he still néeded the
tamiliar tie-break route to
capture the first set — his fifth
such success of the tourna-
ment.
thA singlﬁhruk ofl:mh in

e second set w ana
played a trio of m:&gmh
cent points, two startling re-
trieves to the Woodbridge
backhand and a superb pass
down the line, to lead 4-2 was
enc;v E‘: Tihnch ] ﬁitters.

on doubles chn.T
Einn Woodbridge final
anded him the breakthro

ith his 35th -fault of
kog? Y Rk g rE g

went on to serve out in typi-
cally steady fashion for the
match in 8] minutes.

Muster moves

into final

ST POELTEN, Austria,
June 25: French Open cham
Thomas Muster defeated Itaf-
ian Stefano Pescosolido 6-0
3-6, 6-4 on Saturday, his 39th
straight clay-court victory

Wimbledon begins today

Fans for a dream final

LONDON. June
25: . It may be
two weeks away,
but Wimbledon
tans are already
looking to an

T

Andrc Agassi-Pete Sampras !

final to obliterate the bad
memory of last year's title
bout and restore lustre to the
men's game, reports Reuter.
When Sampras and Goran
Ivanisevic engaged in what
many saw as the ultimate in
boring "thud and blunder"
serve-volley tennis a year ago,
the obituaries on Wimble-
don's revered grass surfaces
were written far and wide.
While Wimbledon officials
insisted that reports of the
impending death of the green
stutf were premature, another
fortnight of aces and three-
stroke rallies when this year's
event begins on Monday

might well set the bells tolling

for the grass.
Attempts to counter the
ower games by using

'slower” balls appear to have
had little effect, as Sampras
acknowledged on his way to
the Queen's Club title a week

ago.
"I hardly noticed the dif-

ference," said the American.

"When I play Goran on
grass, it's two of the biggest
servers in the game. It's going
to be quick and you're not
going to fet rallies no matter
what balls we use. We're al-
ways guinf to go for aces.

"But it I play Andre or
Michael Chang, we'll have
rallies because they like to
stay back and that's fine with
me," he said.

Agassi is top seed and
Sampras sécond in accordance
with their rankings. "I hope
we both make it because it
would be a dream final,"
added as, ;

"I remember the
Borg-McEnroe match in 1980
may be we could produce
something like t}lat.gh h

"We have fought eac
other for the number one spot
all year. I had it and now he
has it. That's good for tennis

and a final between us would '

be good for it too," added
Sampras.

"We have totally different
styles. May be my serve is
better, but Andre has the best
return in the game." -

Sampras opens his defence
on Monday against Karsten

TODAY'S MATCH SCHEDULE

Order of play on the show courts on the first day of
Wimbledon on Monday (prefix number denotes seed):

Centre Court (1300 GMT start):

Karsten Braasch (German
Mark Petchey (Britain) v

v 1-Pete Sampras (US).
ats Wilander [Sweéen :

great

Braasch, a German ranked
119th in the world. Agassi
sets out on Tuesday against
Australian qualifier Andrew
Painter, who is on his first
ﬁsg to Britm}'}r;.

ampras has some danger-
ous seeds in his half of the
draw such as Todd Martin.
But he is not quite the player
who battled to last year's
semifinals before losing to the

ion

Then there is the prospect
of a clash with Ivanisevic in
the semifinal.

But Agassi could have a
more testing ]l:;th with ac-

complished }*r:rs like fel-
luw-gmﬂ'icans Patrick McEn-
roe and David Wheaton as
well as former champions
Michael Stich and Boris
be blodkan Gﬁsﬂf“ﬁmm"ﬁmml” .
ing .
Injuries co 59 a vital
rol Aﬂm the 1992 winner,
hurt a hip flex or muscle as he
lost out in the recent French
Open final but appears to
have recovered.
~ Sampras is ﬁk hu:lf Becker
is struggling with a c
that has seen him shutt
between England and Ger-
-many for treatment over the
past week.

Injuries could also play a
part in the women's event,
particularly if Steffi Graf does
not Eet over her recent wrist
and back problems.

The wrist is the major con-
cern, but the 26-year-old five-
times champion dispelled

Grafin good
- shape

LONDON, June 25: World
number one Steffi Graf, who
has been receiving treatment
tor a wrist injury, dispelled
any doubts about her fitness
to bid for a sixth Wimbledon
singles crown on Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

The 26-year-old top-seed,
who won the French Open
two weeks ago, completed a
series of full practice session
and declared she would be
able to playing the champi-
g:ships which start on Mon- -

‘I hurt it hitting a serve
and I went back to German
for treatment,” said Gr
adding: *Obviously it’s much
better since I played a full
pr.gctice. Now I'm just icing
it.

Graf opens her 1995 cam-
;lmign against Switzerland’s

4-year-old Martina Hingis on
Tuesday.

Martina's choice

Becker

LONDON, June 25:
Martina Navratilova backed
Boris Becker to win Wimble-
don for a fourth time here on
Saturday, reports AFP.

The nine-time Wimbledon
champion, who retired from
singles play after reaching the
final last year, said: I know
Boris would dearly like to win
here again — and 1 think he
could.

"I'd certainly like to see
him win. I like his approach
to life. He's a gentle human

'& .Il
lﬁavratilnva made Becker .

I ‘ 8-Gabriela Sabatini (Argentina) v Lea Ghirardi (France). most of the dgubts by -
ric - Centre  Court at wn German named Karsten their doors along Church i : g P - cngag KET .-
Wimbledon. Braasch. Exactly at 2 pm. Road. And those who have and his ticket to the final of Court One (1300): | IS 10 t‘.h.l‘Ee_ full practice ses- | her personal fav_nuntq._ .
The congregation has Wimbledon comes to life on  not been able to get a ticket the dlrs g?ﬁ,nm International Sebastien L (2:00) T : sions on Saturday. . ﬂithﬂﬁlﬁh the h'&:‘“"mﬁ 27-
assembled from all over the the last Monday of June this have already taken their pro- OTYV Ratteisen Grand Prix, re- stien Lareau (Can) v 4-Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia). Graf, beaten in the opening | vear-old German has not won

ports AP. Sabine Appelmans (Belgium| v 6-Kimiko Date (Japan). round by American Lori Mc- | a Grand Slam tournament in

world — one hundred and visions along the pavement in

year. ; : : :
twenty-eight men and an The majestic setting of the  makeshift canopies in a spirit M It was ﬁ tﬁse match for Lionel Roux (France) v 5-Michael Chang (US). :Ihﬂ]dhsft ar, is the top seed | four years. R
equal number of women — all All-England Lawn Tennis & of 'Come what may'. The l us:ﬁ;, AN Af? wi:m_smtic; Court Two (1100): s a'l:;d antxa Sanchez-Vi- He is also fighting a race
ULIJ them are the best in the Corquet Club gives an im- count-down to the champi- e dls YCAr. AIteY Josing th Tim H Beiva Paiil Wek Lt &u . ion 3ﬁ3m57: time to be fit for the
game of tennis today. They pression of sombre gaiety and  onships '95 has begun and the | S¢cond set, he watched his um Henman (Britain) v Paul Wekesa (Kenya). Conchita Martinez, who | championships which start on

Monday.

the uluimare 1 tenmis by de

gt . . ' L
Rt 1 5 L

T
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will be led in their quest for

ot course, high tradition
which has always been British.

The edifice has bBeen
painted dark green and the
decor of the entire place
speaks very high of the taste
and sophistication of the
people who have been
in their best to make this one
as memorable as the previous
one, if not more.

But there have been some
disheartening news already.
Both Sergei Bruguera, seeded
number &8, and Alberto
Berasategui have withdrawn
and they will undergo medical
cxamination for the injuries

‘tor which they have with-

drawn.
Jaime Yzaga of Peru has
also withdrawn out till Satur-

utting

zero hour 18 approaching very

t

basketball championship

Russians bounce back

ATHENS, June 25: Russia
overcame tiredness and the ef-
tects of a 100-94 overtime
deteat by Croatia the previ-
ous day to beat Slovenia 92-
R2 in the European basketball
championship on Saturday,
reports Reuter

Russia, the new power-
house ot the European game,
owed much to the lethal
long-range accuracy of gulrci
Sergei Bazarevich, who kept
bombarding the Slovenian
basket throughout the Pool B
match, sinking an impressive
35 points

"It 18 1mportant we wen
against such a strong team
like Slovenia,” Russian coach
Sergei Belov said "We were
tited trom the super effort
against Croatia and in the
second half the Slovenians
were very dangerous but we

¢ 1t all we had and 1t paad
L

© The Russians kept a steady
lead which ranged between
tiwe and 10 points until mid-
wa\ thrnugm second half
when Slovenia hit back and

the y 74-7) ftor the first
:iu'- minutes betore the

Howewver, Slovenia missed

two free throws and Bazare-

vich tound the courage to an-
swer with a triple which lifted
the Russians, who then eased
to victory.

Russia, silver medalists in
the World Championship last
year, Croatia and Pool A
teams Ytlhgﬂﬁlaviﬂ and Lithua-
nia are the main contenders
for the ophy here.

The Russians have won
three ot their four matches,
bringing down Finland
France and Slovenia.

Yugoslavia clinched their
third straight win, crushing
Italy 87-74

hey were boosted by a
superb display by Vlade
vac, who plays for Los Ange-
les Lakers in the NBA, and
the accuracy of Belogna stars
Aleksandar Djordievic and
Predrag Damilovic.

Diordjevic was top scoter
with 221 ts and fgz:‘d Ital-
lam coach Ettore Messina into
using three ditferent guards to
try to stop him

When IDjordzevic did not
score, he wund Dagilowic (18
pomnts| at the base line or i".h-
vac (11 points| -under the
boards 1o tinish the job.

[t was the second straight
loss tor Italy, who started the
tournament with two narrow
wins against Israel and detend-
ing champions Germany but
then lost to Creece 67-61 on
Friday

In a Pool B encounter,
France swept underdogs
Turkey 90-76, Antoine Ri-

udeau scoring 23 points and
{ughes Occansey lgo

roatia also showed signs
ot tatigue following their
overtime clash with Russia
but went on to beat Spain 80
70 for their third straight win.

NBA prospect Arijan Ko-
mazec top-scored again for
the Croats with 15 points and
Toni Kukoc ol the Chicago
Bulls contributed 20 but an-
other NBA star, Dino Radja of
the Bostonceltics, had only
SiX.

Croatia, who opened a six-
point lead six minutes before
time, shot 61 per cent to
Spain's 5] per cent but were
outrebounded by the
Spaniards 24-23

Forward Alberto Herreros
led Spain with 19 points and
guard Mikel Smith scored 12

- S O .

Actign from yesterday's sixth Bata schools
West End High at the handball court

20-9 goals,

R e
T

: handball match between Ansar VDP High and
adjacent to the Dhaka Stadium Ansars beat West End by

— Star photn

| to the Dhaka Stadium yester-

| tor

unseeded opponent aggres-
sively build apa-l lead fgrthe
third.

But the 27-year-old Aus-
trian roared back, winning it
in an hour and 58 minutes.

"Prescosolido has the po-
tential to be in the top 30,"
Muster said. "He made things.
very ditficult for me."

In the Sunday final,
Muster plays Bohdan Ulih-
rach, who defeated fellow
Czech Slava Dosedel 7-5, 6-0.

Stich in Halle
- Open final

HALLE, Germany, June 25:
Third seed Michael Stich beat
unseeded Dutchman Paul
Haarhuis 7-6, {?-42 and 6-1 in
the semifinals ot the Halle
Open grass court event on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

The former Wimbledon
champion will defend his title
today against fourth seed
Marc Rosset of Switzerland,
who also beat a Dutchman,
Jacco Eltingh, 7-6, (7-4) and 7-
5

"I have not yet won twice
in the same place and that is
why I am a little supersti-
tions," the German said.

"After the tie-break every-
thing went well for me.
Above all my good second
serve was decisive.”

Japanese spikers

on target

FUKUOKA, Japan, June

25: Japam lived up to their
re-tourgament

Rt’ﬁﬁﬂ}; Thailand in three sets
to retain the Asia Pacific Cup
men's volleyball title today,
reports AFP

The Japanese spikers, who
will represent the country at
the Student Cames in A t
here, coasted to a 3-0, (159,
159, and 15-7) victory to
wind up the five-day contest
at the Fukuoka gymnasium in
western Japan. |

lapan  collected five
straight wins without losing a
single set. Thailand was sec-
ond with tour wins and one
deleat

Bata schools

h'ball results

Sports Reporter
Ansar VDP Hi&h School
and Shahid Nobi High School
have won their respéctive
matches in the 6th Bata
Schools handball tournament
at the handball court adjacent

day

In the day's first match,
Ansars recorded a comfort-
able 209 win over West End
High School with Shafiqul Is-
lam scoring highest fivtﬁ::m]s
the winners. a
mudunnabi and Nahid Hasan,
with fuursuls each, were the J
other notable scorers of the
Ansars

While Rezaul Karim and
Totazzal netted four and two.

Eu:ls respectively for the

Meanwhile, in the day's
second match, Shahid Nobi
trounced Rajdhani High

the sheet anchor role is
side's victory, scored the

promise by |

Stephanie Rottier :Netherlandsi v 12-Amy Frazier (US).

Daniel Vacek [Czech Repub

(South Africa).

ic] v 7/-Wayne Ferreira

16-Helena Sukova (Czech Republic) v Sandra Cecchini

(Italy).
Court 14 (1100):

Radka Bobkova (Czech Republi¢) v 15-Brenda Schultz-

McCarthy LHE therlands).
16-Gu

orget (France) v Gary

Henderson (Britain).

Derrick Rostagno (US) v Jeremy Bates (Britain).
Amanda Wainwright (Britain] v Zina Garrison-Jackson

(US).

could meet in an all-épmish
T

Graf might have to con-
tend in in the semifinals
with Czech Jana Novotna,
who should have beaten her
in the 1993 final.

But a Graf-Martinez clash
is the most likely final, the
holder having adapted better
to the demands of grass than
her compatriot Sanchez-Vi-
cario. '

VILLENEUVE
D'ASCO, France,
June 25: Jonat-
han Edwards ups-
taged British tea-
immate Linford
Chnistie Sunday by recording
the best-ever triple jump un-
der any conditions while
Christie gained his third
sprint victory of the meet, re-
ports AP

Germany captured the
men’'s team competition while
Russia took the women's divi-
sion.

Edwards, a bronze medalist
at the 1993 World Champi-
onships, went 1R 43 metres
(60 teet 5 3/4 inches) with a
wind just above the legal limit
of 2.0 metres per second at
2.4 mps.

It was the best ever triple
jump under any conditions,
surpassing Willie Banks' 18.20
metres (59-8 1/2) with a wind
of 5.2 mps in 1988,

“It’'s really hard to put into
words that kind of Ierfﬂr-
mance,” Edwards said. "But
I'm disappointed. Without the
wind I thought I could have
broken the world record.”

Banks holds the legal world
record of 17.97 metres (59-11

lIZJl._
he 129-year-old Edwards
later came back to jump a le-
al 17.72 metres (58-1 3/4) to
tter his own Briush record.
He also jumped 18.39 (60-4
with a wind of 3.7 mps a
stopped after four attempts of
his allowed six.

Christie won the 200 in
20.11, just outside his per-
sonal best of 20.09 done at
the 1988 Olympic Games.

“I'm very surprised to have
won and very surprised with
the time,” Christie said
"That s what I like about this
kind of weekend — you're
boosted up by the others' per-
tormances. "

Christie now has won six
100s and three 200s in Euro-
pean Cup competition.

He sent word to the team's
hote] late Friday night that he

‘-\Edwards upstages Christie

would run and arrived by
train -Saturday morning. He
had been a questionable
starter throughout the week
after the death of his mother
whose funeral was Thursday.

Saturday, competing with
a sore throat, won the 100-in
10.05 seconds, assisted by a
legal wind of 2.0 meters per
seconds. The time is the sec-
ond-best 100 time of the year
and reassures Christie who
had been oft-torm in the early
season, losing four of his first
five races.

He also anchored the 4 by
100 relay to a time of 38.73

T P RN
4 ww‘ i
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Britain's Olympic and world champion Linford

the third best time of the
year.

Germany's Heike Drech-
s}fr, world :1-?:1 Olympic
champion in ong jump,
took her event with a wmﬁ
aided 7.04 meters for the top
women's performance of the
day.

Germany won the men's
standings with 117 points
with Britain at 107. With the
women, Russia had 117
points to Germany's 100.

Last vear, Germmthegamcd
a double victory in the team
standings, its first major suc-
cess after unification.
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Christie (L

takes the stick from teammate Darren Braithwaite in the
4X100m relay of the European Cup athleticse meet at the
Villeneuve d Aseq Stadium in France on Saturday. The

Hritish team won the race.

— AFP/UNB photo

ATLANTIC CI-
TY, New Jersey,
June 25: In a

dleweight
Reuter

and is a

highest thirteen poals

spectacular sho-
wcase of his

dazzli -
ing speed and hﬁ:m
Jones Jr kmocked out Vinny

Pazienza in the sixth round
on Saturday night to retain
his International Boxin
Federation super mid-
title, reports

gave a great effort
of a challenger
hnnmimtd:;thlhnk
too quick ” said Jones.
Jﬁ:.erim'ng overwhelmeg

ﬂv'

by Jones' accurate, lighting:

fast punches and being

knocked out $or the first time

in 46 fights, Pazienza offered

the 26-year-old champion the
t nt

Jones bloodied Pazienza's
face in the third and fourth
rounds, then floored him
twice in the sixth round with
left hooks. Jones thought that
was ¢ to win,

"] wanted the referee
to stop the fight, but if I see
an opportunity to get it over |
%ﬂ: to get it over, that's my

. Jones said.

He finished off the game
challenger with a right upper-

Jones Jr pounds Pazienza

cut and then a left hook that
put Pazienza on his back,
with his head on the bottom

rope.
Reteree Steve Smoge:
didn't even _ to count

- T
ately
wmf at 2:58 of the round.

"I didn't want the ﬂf.t to
be ltnpredi I would have
gone on," said Pazienza, 40-6.

Though Pazienza finished
the fight flat on his back, the
former two-time world
: ion refused to say his

¢ comeback from a
neck was tinished

Becker, who arrived in
London from Germaay on
Friday after a weck of .nten-
sive treatment for a calf
strain, won the singles title
here in 1985, 1986 :nd 1989,

Becker, a semi-finalist in
1993 and 1994, is third
favourite for this year's
championship behind defend-
ing champion Pete Sampras
and world number-one Andre

; Hnﬁatil};ajva, 38, will be
playing at this year's champi-
onships in the doubles cm(l_! -

ffi Graf.

Vi oty
m%;l%ﬂﬁpgsulf;;: it very

seriously " said Navratilova,
who needs two more titles to
equal Billie Jean King's Wim-
bledon record of 20.

"It will be fun to be on the
same side. When the b
comes over the net I know [
can rely on Steffi go get

Big Ben on

track

COLLEFEPRRO, Italy, June
15: Ben Johnson, the Cana-
dian sprinter banned for life
after testing positive for per- .
formance-enhancing drugs,
made a 100-metre Sat-
urdag to raise funds for a drug-
rehabilitation community, re-
ports AP,

Johnson was supposed to
run against Austrian sprinter
Andreas Berger, who himself
was susp:nd:ﬁ for testing

itive tor steroids in 1993.

ut Berger didn't show up.
Neither did many fans for t
fund-raiser at the track in
Colleferro, a suburb southeast
of Rome.

[}rcFaniserﬁ said Berger had
pulled a muscle.

Johnson did the rumn in
10.2 seconds, slower than
times clocked recently by
runners in official compet:-
tions. Leroy Burrell of the
United States did 100 metres
in 9.85 seconds last year. |

Johnson was stripped of his
old medal won at the 1988
eoul Olympics when he
tested positive. He was
banned for life in 1993 after
failing a drug test for a second

tumne.

Tszyu retains
title

NEWCASTLE, Australia,
June 25: Kostya Tszyu suc-
cessfully defended his Inter-
national Boxing Federation
:‘;.;mﬂr Tltzm t title Sun-

y with a us points
dh:;:isinn 3:!: 4‘'1|L1:::1u.zrma::;h:lljlr Roger

ather, reports AP.

'H: Russian-born T :
25, of Sydney, was
the first defence of the title he
won from the Puerto Rican-
born, American-based Jake
Rodriguez in Las Vegas in Jan-

uary.
.q:lzru, now 150 with 11

knock-outs, became an Aus-

tralian citizen on May 19..

00 Ko ol Toee o
vour
e B T
Entertainment Center.
Mayweather formerly held

the World Association
super featherweight and

World
tt and was

wel X “m

also
and welterweight

of the International Boxing
Organization.



