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have to introduce that experience, wouldn't
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‘It sumply takes political will and , above
all, political courage. We should remember

Discussions on the reform of international institutions at the Group of Seven summir

. of leaders of industrialised countries focused on scrapping agencies of little interest to  that what we call ‘foreign affairs’ are in fact
The order by’ the Vice Chancellor(VC) of the Dhaka Weiaht.at bicth | 51 thenibis shetas. | . - earth. "
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to say the least. Why should he, as the chiet executive its birthplace for some commemorative Monctary Fund Bur elsewhere as the UN celebrates its 50th anniversary there is also on\ Samphuet 1s a Brtrsh freelance journalest
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officer of the University, undermine the administra- Y Swnsten o irsiutis hesherwssne ke siaine pressure to allow ordinary people to have a voice in the world body

tive mechanism of his own institution, instead of doubts about the organisation.
upholding ft! Why should he take an action that so The accepted wisdom is that because the non-government organisations (NGOs) suc- battle of ideas in the UN was about

es the image of the University as | UN was frozen in the ideological ice of the ceeded in putting the previously closed world  sovereignty in the political and foreign policy
il;n?:il;l:ﬂel;td;imaﬁdevnted :;f the pursuit of SEEUI- Cold War tor much of its early life, it should of UN conferencing into the international dJdimension. Now the battle is about £ -

UN: a helping hand

and discipline?

arship? Finally, why should he indulge in a behaviour
that sets examples of circumventing well-laid-down
procedures and casts a shadow on the very motive of
his action? For the Vice Chancellor of an university
should be as much an administrator as he 1s an
upholder of principles, norms, values, integrity and
independence.
In a press conference yesterday, the VC trwd_ to
explain the circumstances that led him to the action
he took. From his explanation it appears that an
elaborate exercis¢ was undertaken just to accom-
modate a few students attending a reception by the
Prime Minister. Is attendance to a function so impor-
tant that University regulations need to be cifcum-
 vented? In fact, if everybody else had agreed, it
should have been the VC who should have opposed
this special arrangement. For, after all, it is his duty,
far above evervbody else's, to uphold the sanctity
and prestige of the University.

We know that as the chie

f executive of the Uni-
versity, the. VC has, and should have, some discre-
tionary powers. The question is how should he use
such powers. Should he have used his discretionary
powers to permit students to flout University rules
ce a precedent is set, of accepting

be modemmnised

Across the globe, politicians, academics
and pressure groups are huddled in confer-
ences and seminars, trying to fashion a world
body which more accurately mirrors the
¢ hanﬁ:d geo-pohitical landscape.

A host of proposals for renewing the UN
had emerged, but on one issue a consensus is
growing — that the alj-powerful Security
Council should be more representative of the
modern world : the current permanent mem-
bership should be redistributed more
n:qmtahl?z among the world's regions, and the
power ot veto should go.

The orgamisation's post-anniversary credi-
bility rests on how quickly it can break free
trom the grip of the post-World War Two
“Great Powers" which continue to dominate
the Security Council — Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United States.

A more contentious issue is the democrati-
sation of the world body. Specifically, does
the UN need a new people-centred structure
in addition to its main inter-governmental or-
gans, the General Assembly, where the gov-
ernments of all member states get together,
and the Security Council? B

Opinion polls show consistent support for
the UN is most countries, but individual cit-
1zens have no direct route for voicing their
demands to the UN. They have to go via

media spotlight.

But although NGOs have dug themselves
into parts of the UN system, the international
diplomats and civil servants are constantly
trying to win back lost ground. The off-hand
treatment of NGOs by China and by the UN
Secretariat in the forthcoming world women's
conference in Beijing is a case in point. The
NGOs are being treated as an avating ad-
junct rather than as an :u:ntiasgx?Mt.

Jeffrey Segall, leader of the London-based
Campaign for a More Democratic United
Nations (CAMDUN) argues for a “UN Peo-

le's Assembly” co d of five delegates
rom each country. Each of the five would
represent a different sector of society.

Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
advocated a similar idea in a 1988 General
Assembly speech.

But that does not by itself make the UN
more democratic. Only elections can do that.

The idea goes back to the very founding of
the UN. In a parliamentary debate on the
Charter in 1945, British Foreign Secretary
Ernest Bevin called for "a world assembly
elected directly from 'the people for the world
as a whole, to whom the governments whe
form the United Nations are responsible.”

Governments resist such a suggestion for
fear that it would be the beginning of world

overnment, which the UN certainly is not.

re
tusal of a handful of elites iIn 2 handful of
countries in the Nogth to accept the demo-
cratic management of the commandjng
heights of the world economy.”

In reality, the World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund — dominated by the
major industrialised countries — are closer to
being a world government, albeit a dictatorial
one, than is the UN.

Childers opposes the drift towards
‘realism” in current discussions on the UN's
tuture : "There are those who say we have to
accommodate the negative attitude and be-
haviour of major ers and bend the UN
around them It y jeject this.”

Childers has been working for years on the
idea of a UN Parliamentary mbly, which
he and former UN Under-Secre Sir Brian
Urquhart outlined in a recent book, Renew-
g the Umired Nacions

The Assembly, they argue, should be based
on universal adult franchise, using a s of
rrn[mnicrnal representation to elect par-

iamentarians from each member state. It
would complement rather than replace the
existing UN structure.

Childers 1s confident that his ideas are
reaching a more mainstream audience, but is

not starry-eyed. "There would be huge
lems. But is it wildly impossible!” he IIEOII:

calling the cries of "impossible” which Feél.cd
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International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
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society, with a variety of side all seem to be acting as strains causing a spread of drug-abuse in the couniry.
! A ‘ , a vi of side- - .
are called in to make ceremonial occasions appropri- T —— — e et . pe—— th May it

) e eftects. The use and abuse of dealing. 1
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that pejorative chasha down the ages — and it con- their therapeutic properties  bellion against the predomi- =~ Kong, Maldives and the Re-
fa g e ey A : allv i are now widely available as nant value system. Ynun% public of Korea. Canabis also
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Save Dhaka Roundtable

B 's economy will have undergone a qualita- : : : A diverse civicservices to a city  alone should be the executing There is a saying that villages

: : . : = ating large scale health and countries almost simultane- the Middle East. _ co- 1L b : . .
tive t:hangc, ‘WIﬂ:l . nmr_thmwn t}u_t. Thls will be social pr%blems throu di- ously. However, during that caine abuse has become a cam:l_utlb-:: 11131_135_:&(.1 b}' 4 single  agency tor land development gay taxes and towns enjoy it.
- made the more difficult with modernisation of farm- | version into illicit trade and period the use of heroin major problem in America | vertically hierarchical au-  projects uch an idea should not be al-

thority. Special agencies like Rajuk would fulfil its obli- lowed to persist. Cities should
WASA, T&T, Titas Cas, Elec- tions if it can administer the be self-sustaining. To that end
tric Supply, BRTC etc will unilding Construction Act, municipality should exert to
=== | have to work under their judiciously defermine quan- realize taxes from both pri-
articu- | technological system thmugh tum of land required by dif- vate ad Govt buildings, shops,

ing without recourse to related economic and social

developments. =T o | ek = -
. . Caught Unprepared RO ' duc, allcgedly, to hirassment: ~im theoerer i Wil
uﬂl npl'e Budget'w ; ! Jarly stop aN :'.uch;gik

‘The receding flood waters in some parts of the Sir, We have read many by the collectors. ! jects as | respective ministries. Coordi-  ferent Govt agencies for their, rickshaws etc. A participant
| g flood _ e Sty ks bt <he Dladact it ' M Al - would have negat cton | natian will have to .be projects and update. master- at the Roundtable pointed
country are in their wake diartheea and in | WIe-up - g the ultimate physical4s well

I —

. - . : < “We do =l i g achieved through linkage. . plan. It can prepare its own out that clusters of tin-shed
fluenza. This was a foregone conclusion. The question ?ﬂftg:pﬂ € do not h:w Ghoramara, Rajshahi as ethical gl'm?.h‘" - the city | This can be achieved in two projects, and place funds, and colonies are exempted from

_ _ 1 _ and the society therein. tiers. The hrst, tier will be i necessary, also personnel to  tax. This should not be so, as
off ‘the outbreak of water and au-burnq m1ad1ﬂ the honourable Finance Min- Sir, In the context of "Save  Shamsul Wares composed ot a high-powered the municipality. Similarly the owner realizes Tk 700 —
which r?cr_tedly have taken a toll of 10 lives in Syl- | ister. We know that about 40  Dhaki’ campaign, I would Dhaka coordination council headed  H&S would prepare proiects, Tk 1000 per room from the
het and Sirajgan;. . et - | per cent revenue comes from - suggest that there shopldbe a0 BOS alati hi’ the Prime Ministet or the  allocate funds and personnel ~occupants.

Knowing well that water levels in the rivers and | the internal resources for de- "City Council" consisting a . regulations | p anning Minister who can  for execution of their pro- In the development areas
their channels swell and go down in alternating mo- ' | velopment finance. So, we number of citizens each of 3ir, This e the BCS ap- | coordinate the projects and  jects, not only through mu- of Dhanmondi, Lalmatia, even
tions about this time of tgﬂ year we sit back noncha- like to put up some proposals whom, of course, having some plication bulletin includes a | action programme of t_hf 'Eilf' nicipality but alsq through Banani ﬂl'lfi Gulshan many
lantly allowing the diseases to make an inroad and | for consideration, as under: expertise in his/her respective ~ very lengthy rules and regu- | ferent agencies functioning  thana councils, Union Boards ~plots are still vacant. Munici-
reel off statistics from hurriedly set up control room l) To accelerate the pace ficld and a standing and lations for the applicants. In | within the mummral ot g ot i s gl s B el

S 1l that's whore a1l the sfict Ped - of develspment, Government  credibility in the society. the brochure relating medical | the second and lower tier,  suggest that proposed Na- to tax these plots at the same |
. Poia ti::lgﬂgethe iui Ew;ﬁesngiggrrgavé et sk should consider free invest- These members of the council eligibility of the candidate, it | municipality will depute a  tional Housing Authority as- amount as the adjacent

is what precautions did the authorities take to head b nrrmﬁgcpmnﬂdered g N City council

2 ] ment poli unhindered b can be architects, planners, enunciates some derogator fﬂﬁrqﬁf"tﬂt“’f in the policy sisted by H&S Urban Devel- hﬂ'u?fs or HltFl'lllti‘ﬂ!i? munic-
mﬂrﬁ"ed in knt_t‘:-dcl:p water and are pnwnrkable in the any re tnpcfsm In this cm}: engineers, poets, EI::gln ?sts t:xplantetim]ﬁ on how thg med- mﬂk"_lg body of each ,Uf, the ls.':c]:irnent:!IIr Directorate, Rajuk ipality acquire these Plﬂtﬂ_ at
muck now, diarrhoea need not kill anybody at all. so-called  'black .monmey' and so ony The council shall ical mt,;a:-ur-..anuntgemd tests | agenci€s so that municipal-  and other urban development the original E“ﬂ:h'“ P"Cfl
Such simple, low-priced and easily available things should be taxed at a liberal approte all important pro- Aare supposed to accom- | ity's views are heard and  authorities should be the and construct s thereon.
like the water chlorination tablets and the ORS can ' | rate. Any amount of untaxed  jects atfecting city planning Plished. One can easily find | heeded to. o . supreme pqlicz maker and Govt gives grants to mu-
act as effective antidotes. Were these stockpiled in an = | income may be declared to  and growth. out the implications if he goes EXECUTION OF URBAN taskmaster in the field of urr  nicipalities. But there are

4 i ST N 8 2 ] e Bathedity cotosred aid e council must not have through the articles 8, 12, | DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: ban land development and some Govt taxes to which
iﬂlﬁu‘fﬁnq;;:ﬂﬂwliég i:?:iytﬁge;trllﬂaﬁmdhfiﬁgz tax may be paid , say, at the any political atfiliation and 13}‘“! and 14(iv) of th‘ﬂ" At present Housing and Set-  housing. One notable example municipality can rightfully
The ORS is Easﬁ made all thY d rate 10 per cent only. This should be given the hifmat cal requirement expect “l“ tlements, Rajuk, and Munici- of this lyBEe of authority is claim a share. Exam 1'4"_5 are
h flood hYI I'E' a ].fnveri € country, an system can be adopted.in a  authority in matters of physi- candidate. Besides, the whole ality are engaged in urban Colombo Development Au-  taxes on plane, train, bus and
these can the localities if not in ,S?Ehﬂts! ar I,E'“t . | normal way within a limited cal development of the city. nstruction regarding medical | [,hd development projects. thilK Its jurisdiction covers steamer tickets because the
b _way of home preparations rmiluln_ng_ very little time. We think, if this is done, The council should also pro- I€quirements, if minutely | Afer they have developed the whole of Sri Lanka and it passengers do enjoy the civic
skill. ‘M for the water-purifying tablets it is ridiculous Government can get a huge mote decent culture as well as studied, is a replica of how | iheir estates H &S and Rajuk executes projects through re- amenities

to think that a flood-prone country like Bangladesh amount of revenue and there  democracy of befitting order the BCS authority apparently | .04 over the roads, drains, spective municipalities. An Govt imposes urban taxes

does not keep them in abundance or distribute these will be huge capital invest- among the citizens and will disregards the candidates | .., spaces, street lights to other example is Madras on shops, part of which
freely. The flood-prone areas should have had them in ment in the country in several  act as the conscience of the  taking part in this test. I be- tl]': municipality for mainte-  Metropolitan Development should go to t[i:lf municipality
advance. sectors where it is so badly city. The council will have ~ lieve that those instructions | ;.,,cc This is 1ot a fair distri-  authofity of India, which exe- Govt imposes taxes on sale of

the authority to interfere in could easily be composed in a | bition of work If municipal-  cutes projects through munic-  motor fuel, on registration of

: | : necessary. o
tiﬂ?er:?:::‘:g- lﬂlt.ﬁm‘:'ﬁlmng;ui?:gmﬁg?gﬂig;ﬁ 2) In case of income tax projects both privgte and modified and gentle manner | ¢y is (hought capable. of ipality, Slum Clearance Board cars and trucks. Municipality
] I

: S ' 3 rovided the S personnel - estate: etc. Of course, Delhi Devel should get a share of these
swerabie o the people can not give them indulgence . | S oy ionrecs e publc f abd whea & conasd  Fo oL cempoing hu | Irainaming the ataien wby e Ol coume, Dl Devel Hhod e e ebien
In a matter of life and th. | tricity, mﬁ.ﬂicipal tax etc ing the atfairs of the city. application pamphlet under- capital works ol developin cuting agency But | would ply on mumcipal roads

And, it behoved the government to demonstrate a there should be a self-assess: This council will not tm- Stood how to evaluate the | /o cgrates. If so entruste . rather suggest to follow The writer 15 a recired Addl
better preparedness level since it hag decided not to ment scheme. Beeause, in sev-  plement or finance any pro-  Promising youth of this soil municipal employees could Colombo and Madras Model  (heef Engmeer Housng nd
take any outside help to meet the flood's challenges eral cases, the tax payers can-  ject but surely will guide and  Masudur Rahman | Bain some experience and ac-  than Delhi or Dhaka model.  Serrlement
whj.;h, ﬂthemiﬁ! has done us pmud. I not pay taxes and fees ete maimntain a balance of growth  Student of M Sc¢ Engg. BUET ——




