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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina visits

ailling leaders

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina visited some
ailing leaders ot her party, 1n
cluding Mozattar Hossain
Paltu, vesterday Hasina vis-
“#ted the residence of Awami
League Publicity Secretary
Paltu, who had returne
home after an open heart by-
pass surgery in Singapore.
She also visited the 1injured
leader Obidul Kader at his res-
idence and Abdul Mannan at
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital, reports UNB

BCL, Shibir clash in
Sylhet: 22 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

; SYLI-{'.ET, June 25 ékt least
2 : were imjured during
a gun battie between the ac-
tivists of the Bang sh Ch
hatra League and the Islami
Chhatra Shibir at the Beam
Bazar Government Degree
College this moming. The eol-
lege authornities have sus-
pended the admission tests.

350 gm of heroin
recovered

JESSORE, June 25: A squad
of BDR persennel today re-
covered 350 grams of heroin
and 195 ampoules of Tdjcik
injections from a house in the
town. The squad, acting on a
tip-off, raided a house in
Khairtola area of the town
and recovered the heroin
worth about Taka 35 lakh
and the contraband mjections
smuggled in from India. One
Rahima Begum was arrested in
this connection, *reports BSS.

800 bio-gas plants
n country

A total of 800 bio-gas

lants have so far been estab-

shed in the country, Minister

of State for Science and

Technology Prof M A Man-

nan informed the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday

T - L
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A portion of the 5 km rail track in Chhatak badly damaged
by the 11l The Svihet-Chhatak rail link remained snapped

gince June 15.

— Star photo by Igbal Siddigue

Thousands wait for relief

Crisis of drinking
water, medicine

By Staff Correspondent

Acutc crisis of pure drnink-
ing water, medicine and lack
of reliet materials have added
to the sutterings of the people
in the tlood-atfected areas
where diarrhoea has broken
out, according to reports re-
ceived in Dhaka last nigiht.

Diarrhoea has so far at-
tacked 1000 people in
Ciaibandha, BOO in Sirajganj
and 60 in Sylhet.

A minor boy, Dunuj Ali of
Bachamara village in Manik-
lique, 45,
. n village in Sylhet
drowned in flood waters while
Haicra, 35, of tlood-hit
Shahpur village in Sylhet died
of snake bite yesterday

of Kazi

Nhe tlood situation in
Caibandha further deterio-
rated yesterdav with two
more unions in Saghata and
Fulchari thanasgoing under
water. Fresh areas were inun-
dated 1in Manikgan) but the
overall situation in other at-
fected districts continued to
1mprove.

Meanwhile, the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra at their
upstream points and all rivers
in the south eastern hill basin
recorded fresh rise yesterday.

All rivers in the Meghna -
i

basin, however, marked fall,

except the Someswari at Dur-

gapur, according to a bulletin
See Page 12 Col |

PM's directive
to gear up
relief work

SYLHET, June 25: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today directed all concerned
officials to gear up relief and

srehabilitation activities in the
. flood-hit areas of Sylhet

Sunamganj, Maulvibazar an
Habiganj districts, reports
BSS.

The directives came after
her day-long visit to the
flood-atfected Gowainghat,
Jointapur, Companiganj, Syl-
het Sadar, Biswanath, Kani-
aghat, Sunamgan) Sadar, Ch-:
hatak, l:;cmrai:laza_r, _Ehslhamh-
harpur, Jamalganj, erpur,
Dharmapasha Dfli!ﬂi_. Jagan-
nathpur, Shalia, Kulaura, Ka-
malganj Moulvibazar Sadar,
Baniachang and Ajmeriganj
areas.

After the visit the Prime
Minister had talks with dis-
trict level officials at Sylhet
and Moulavibazar Circuit
House.

Begum Zia said all possible
government help should be
provided to the atfected peo-
ple to face the post-flood situ-
ation.

She asked authorities to
immediately repair the
demaged tubewells in the af-
tected areas and provide new
tubewells and adequate water
purifying tablets tor people in
the attected areas.

Begum Zia said steps
would be taken to give easy
term credit facilities, seeds
and other agricultural inputs
to the attected tarmers.

Credit tacilities would also
be extended to the tlood vic-
tims for the repair and recon-
struction ot their demage
houses, she said.

The Prime Minister asked
the concerned authorities to
reconstruct the demaged
roads and embankments and
take all steps to check the
outbreak of diarrohoea and
other disease after the reces-
sion of flood waters.

The Prime Minister said
multipurpose shelters would
be constructedin the areas
and from now on all schools
would be built with special
designs to give shelter to the

See Page 12 Col 3

I acted on DUTA

advice, says VC

By DU Correspondent

Vice Chancdllor of Dhaka
University Prot Emajuddin
Ahmed yesterday said the
president, the general secre-
tarv and some other leaders of
the Dhaka University Teach-
crs Assocration (DUTA) had
advised him to allow 20
students to be admiatted under
an administrative order on

v

e
‘‘‘‘‘

Prol Emajuddin Ahmed

‘"humanitarian’ ground.
"Accordingly I discussed

the matter with the depart

mental chairmen and sent

‘them letters on June 20 1n this

regard ' the Vice Chancellor
told a press conference.

Prot Emajuddin convened
the press conference to ex-
plain his position following
criticism of his order to admut
the 20 students who did not
appcar at the admission test
as they attended a tunction
arranged by the Education
Ministry on the same day.

The VC said the Education
Secretary had contacted him
two days betore the function
to know whether the admis-
s10n test could he shifted. The
VU expressed his mability to
do so and conveved the mat-
ter to the Dean ot the Com
merce Faculty

He said the i1ssue was
placed at a meeting of the
admission committee on April
24 after those students had
apphed tor admission under

See Page 12 Col 6

Tk 3837cr suppl

budget for
'94-95 passed

By Staff Correspondent

A Tk 383693 crore sup-
plementary budget for the
outgoing fiscal 1994-95 was
passed by Parliament yester-
day after a brief discussion.

State Minister for Finance
Muojtbur Rahman placed the
Appropriation
(Supplementary| Bill 1995 for
passage after two days of dis-
cussion in which nine treasury
bench members participated.

The discussion on supple-
mentary budget began on
june 20

Following the speech of
the State Minister for Finance
winding up the discussion, the
House approved the addi-
tional sum of Tk 3836 crore
93 lakh and 40 thousand from
the consolhidated fund to meet
the additional ¢xpenses in the
current fiscal ending June 30

Prior to the passage of the
bill, the House approved 75
sector-wise demands for grant
by voice vote. The highest
demand ot Tk 673.89 crore
came from the Communica-
tion Munistry tollowed by Tk

See Page 12 Col 8

-~ No progress yet in setting up
exclusive EPZ for ROK

No progress has been made
in setting up of an exclusive
Korvcan export processin
zone (EPZ) in Chattageng w
.atpru'i:ute_d ipvestment outlay
of 100 million US dollars, of-
ticial sources said yesterday

The investors are yet to
receive any indication from
the government about the
fate of the South Korean
posal while a request aucﬂ:z};
assistance to procure land in
Chittagong also remains pend-
ing, the sources said.

The private investment
proposal was formally for
warded by the Korean gov
ernment during Prime Minis-
ter Begum K da Zia’'s visit
to Seoul last month The
proposal was accepted, in
principle, at that time

The proposal was made by
Kihak Sung, president of
Youngone Corporation,
which presently has mvest-
ments in the Chi EPZ,
envisaging the setting up of a

Star Report

Korean EPZ 1n about 150-200
acres of land.

With investment from 30
or so Korean companies em-
ploving some 12,000 local
people, the EPZ would have
an estimated annual export
turnover ot about 200 milhon
dollars, the proposal said The
type  of |mru5tr|+:ﬁ. to be set
up in the proposed EPZ
would be supportive indus-

tries tor the garment and fin-
ished leather goods sectors.

The South Korean investor
d.l.bu£1' wed to bear the to
tal development cost of the
project includ land, land
development infrastruc-
ture development

t

ity of setting up another ex
clusive I'ut:rrlt-::kll:lIIE EPZ in tﬁ
remises of t Banglade
achine Tools Factory which
was closed down last year be
cause of continued losses.
Immediately after the
Prime Minaster's visit a |4

member team, led by the
Youngone Corporation Presi-
dent, had visited Bangladesh
and reconfirmed their inten-
tion to set up the exclusive

EPZ.

During a visit to Chit-
tagong, Korean team also
held talks to purchase a 22
acre parcgl of qﬂﬂd belonging
to the Bangladesh Tobacco
Company, to act as a nucleus
tor the proposed site.

The Korean investors then
sought the government’'s as-
sistance in procuring another
| 50-acre land adjacent to the
g‘r:npm:d site, part of which

longs to the Bangladesh
Railway.

But the delay on the gov-
ernment decision is worrying
the Korean investors. Ob-
servers say, the proposal
should get quick government

oval as it would also have
a demonstrative effect in at
tracting further foreign direct
investment in the country

@he Daily Star
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Talks on water sharing concludes

Accord to convene JRC meet,
set up jt monitoring system

- By Diplomatic Correspondent

Foreign secretaries of
Bangladesh and India yester-
day said that they had
reached an understanding to
convene a meeting of the
Joint Rivers Commission and
establish a joint monitoring
system in a bid to find a
'‘permanent solution' to the
vexed water sharing issue that
has bedeviled relations be-
tween the two neighbours
since the commissioning of
the Farakka Barrage 20 years
ago.

The announcement was
made at two press briefings
after what seemed to be the
third and last round of secre-
tary-level talks, initiated at
the behest of the prime minis-
ters of the two countries
during the SAARC summit in
Delhi last month.

The Joint Rivers Commis-
sion (JRC| was set up soon
after independence but its

meetings had been discontin-
ued for some time now. Simi-
larly, a monitoring system
was also in vogue,
now said that monitoring
would take place at four
points as against two places
previously. |

While Indian Foreign Sec-
retary Salman Haider did not
specity the date of the JRC
meeting, Bangladésh Foreign
Secretary Faroog Sobhan said
it is likely to be held within
the next two months.

Salman Haider briefed the
press’ at state guest house
Padma at 9 in the morning
while Faroog Sobhan met the
press at 2 pm at the Ministry
ot Foreign Affairs. The
Bangladesh foreign secretary

was present at the press
briefing of his Indian counter-
part but chose not to answer
questions.

Both the forcign secretaries

.....

...........

t it was ’

~at their meetings with the

press, however, stated that

_the water issue was not re-

lated to any other issue in-
cluding that of transit.

Salman Haider said, "We
are giving high priority to the
water issue. We are sensitive
to Bangladesh's views and we
are strongly committed to a
mutually acceptable arrange-
ment." g,
Asked what was delaying
the solution to the water shar-
ing issue for such a long time
and if he was aware of the
environmental and ecological
damage being caused to Bang-
ladesh, Salman said "These are
issues which I suppose hdve to
be looked at by the JRC. I am
not in a position to comment
on environmental and econ-
omic problems."

When told by a newsmen
that Bangladesh had received

See Page 12 Co] 3

Indian Foreign Secretary Salman Haider (L) speaking at a press briefing in the city yesterday.
tin hi- left are Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Farooq Sobhan and High Commissioner of
Bangladesh to India Shafi Sami.

'"Talks on 25-yr
treaty when

. ’
fime comes
By Statt Correspondent
The issue ot the 25-vear
treaty between Bangladesh
and India which expires in
early 1997 was raised at the

press conterence ot Indian
Foreign Secretary Salman

Haidar in the city yesterday.
When asked it there was
any discussion about renewal
of the treaty, Salman said
there had been no talks con-

{LEIHII]":F it during his current
trip. He added that as far as
he knew there had not been
any discussion about the
treaty in the last four years.

"It is (expiry] still away.
We will talk about this when
the time comes,"” he said.

T&T will open
one-point service

centre 1n City

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board 1s soon go-
Ing to open a one-point ser-
vice centre at Gulistan in
Dhaka tor resolving cus
tomer’s problems without ha
rassment, reports UNB.

"We are trying to open the
centre within next August,”
T&T Board Chairman M H
Chowdhury said while ad
dressing a meeting of the Ro-
tary Club of Dhanmondi at a
local hotel yesterday.

The centre, equipped with
on-line computers, will dis-
pose ot subscribers’ com-

laints regarding telephone
ills and provide intormation
about the telecommunication

See Page 12 Col 2

Prokrichi

ultimatum

By Staff Correspondent
Prokrichi-BCS Central Ac-

tion Council will go for a
‘continuous movement’ from
September 17 unless the gov
ernment takes effective steps
for administrative reforms by
September 5, Chairman of the
council Dr M A Majed said
here yesterday.

The council will take up
action programmes if the gov-

ernment oves mass-pro-
motion of the members of the
BCS {idnmm} Cadre, he said at
a press conterence at the BMA
ban
Majed lamented about

what he called the wishy-
See Page 12 Col 5

— Star photo
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Military aircraft hit by arms fire

Violence paralyses

Karachi

RARACHI, June 25: A
Pakistami mihitary C-130
transport plane was hit by
small arms tire over this strife-
torn port city as the death
toll in three days of violence
climbed to 42, othicials and
police said today, reports
AFP

At least five people were
shot dead and several injured
Sunday as armed men went
on a shooting spree and
torched vehicles in the trou-
bled Sindh province capital,
police and ﬂuspltal sources
said.

The death toll rose to 42
since Friday amid protests by
the Mohajir Qaumi Move.
ment (MOM) over the alleged
rape of a sister of a party ac-
tivist on Tuesday and the
murder of a former MOM
leader on Friday.

The MOM 1s the political
party representing Urdu-
speaking settlers who mi-
gﬁated here trom India after
the partition of the sub-conti-
nent in 1947

Police said they tound the
bullet-riddled corpses of two

people today 1n the city's
central district and outlying

Korangi industrial zone., A

third died in shooting in
Malir, a locality in the eastern
suburbs.

Two others were killed by
snipers in the central district,
police said.

More than 200 people
have been killed in Karachi
this month, with the toll for
the past six months exceeding
750

See also page 5

The city wore a deserted
look as very tew cars were on
roads and main business mar-
kets remained shut.

A Pakistan air force
spokesman meanwhile, said
that shots were fired at one of
its transport planes Saturday,
damaging its tail section wit
seven bullet holes.

The bullet holes, believed
to have been caused by au-
tomatic weapons fire, were
discovered after the plane had

landed, the spokesman told .

AFP

Hearing of writ Tagairlst Rouf

PO can't take place of
law, court told

A presidentnial order can-
not take the place of a law
and hence the appointment of
lustice M A Rout to the Ap-
pellate Division of the
Supreme Court 1s violative of
the Constitution, the High
Court was told yesterday, re-
ports UNB

Resuming submission in
the writ petition challenging
the appointment of Justice
Muhammad Abdur Rouf, the
petitioner’'s  lawyer Barrister
Amirul Islam told the court
that even 1t there was a law,
that law could only prescribe
the condition of service of the
Chief Election Commuissioner.

T'he writ, tiled on June 11
by convenor ot the 'Lawyers'
Coordination Council’ Advo-
cate Shamsul Huq Chowd
hurv. in being heard by a di
vision bench of the High
Court compnising Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan and
Justice M M Ruhul Amin

Any attempt to prescribe

anything beyond the condi-
tion ot service of the CEC is
violative and beyond _th{i‘
scope of Article 118 (5) of the
Constitution, the lawyer ar-

gued.
Barrister Islam further
submitted that the order

permitting Justice Rouf to
come back to his previous of-
fice was not an order made
under any law

The law, he said, cannot ﬁo
beyond and rescribe what he
(Rouf) cuulg do after rélin-
gquishing his office; the law
can only authorise and regu-
late the order pertaining to
the terms and conditions of
service of the CEC.

Islam argued that the re-
turn of the then Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed to the bench had been
justified by the |1th Amend-
ment to the Constitution
which, however, did not say
anything about the return of

See Page 12 Col 8
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Huda withdra\j_s_
Speaker

By Staff Corresponidént

Former miinister Barristér
Nazmul Huda yesterday did
not press a petition he had in-
tended to tile before a High

Court writ bcﬁh challenging

the legality of the Speaker's
rejection of a leave applica-
tion on behalf of the absent-
ing Opposition MPs.

ing before a division
bench comprising Justice A M
Mahmudur Illnaghman and

Justice M Mahfuzur Rahman

Huda, sacked by Begum Zia
last November for speaking
out of turn and embarrassi
the ruling party, took balcl:]f
his petition after the bench
questioned his locus standi
regarding the cause of action.
Huda, whose application
June 19 seeking leave of ab-
sence for more than 140 boy-
E{‘.lllillﬁ Opposition Jatiya
Sangsad members was Thurs-
day rejected by the Speaker
wanted to take Shaikh Razz
Ali to court for alleged viola-
tion of the rules of procedure.

See Page 12 Col 7

House to take up
Akhtaruzzaman's
application today

B Staff Correspondent.

7'ie Jatiya Sangsad will
take up today the application
of Awami League MP
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu seeking leave of absence
from the House. -
Spedker Shaikh Razzak Ali
deferred discussion on the
matter for today although it
was included in the order of
the day yesterday. Discussian
and the passage of the Sup-
plementary budget for outgo-
ing 1994-95 was the only
business of the }rusterdAaz.
: Akcl?ﬁruzzamﬁ .?!P
om t -12, in a let-
ter to tht:g%l’:nker, dated

February 4, 1994, said
o Some Wéﬂg
could not attend the last two

sessions of the Jatiya S

and for some reasons I

also not be able to attend the
current session.” ;

See Page 12 Col 7

Medicine traders'
strike today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Chemists and
Druggists Samity (BCDS), a
body of medicine traders, will
observe a half-day country-
wide strike tud;e}' to protest a

overnment order postponing
association's biennial eleg-
tion due in September.

However, a court yester-
day ordered an ad-interim
injunction on the strike called
earlier by the BCDS.

Omn a petition filed by Go-
lam Mohiuddin, proprietor of
thé Suma Medica l at Ja-
trabari in the city, the Third
Assistant Judge's Court,
Dhaka, asked the defendant
to show cause within seven
days as to why the strike
would not be restricted for an

See Page 12 Col 3

Intl Day against
Drug Abuse today

By Staff Correspondent
The International Day

Against Drug Abuse and Drug
Trafficking will be observed in
the country, as elsewhere in
the world, today.

Various socio-cultural or-
ganisations have drawn up
R_mgrammes to mark the day.

he programmes include dis-
cussion meetings, seminars,
walkathon and essay contest.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia have given
messages ur the people t¢
work unitedly tor freeing the
society from the menace of

abuse.

In another statement, Awa-
mi League president Sheikh
Hasina called n the people
to wage a soclal movement to
create awareness against drug
abuse in the society.

Meherpur SP

withdrawn

MEHERPUR, June 25: The
district units of all political
ties, including the ruling
NP, appreciate vernment
decision to wishdraw the 8P

of Meherpur, reports UNB.
vernment on Satur-

day ordered replacement of
Kazi Mujibur Rahman, bla
med for deteriorating law and

order situation in the district.
The leaders of the All
Party Alliance in a statement
today demanded immediate
implementation of the order.



