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Diarrhoea claims
two in flood
affected areas

of Sunamganj

SUNAMGAN)], june 23 :
Diarrhoea that broke out in
the flood affected areas in the
district claimed two lives on
Thursday, reports UNB.

The victims were identified
as Tulai Bibi, 35 of village
Gilachara and Tera Mia, 30, of
village Bashkhola in Chhatak
thana.

Civil Surgeon of the district
in the diarthoea affected areas
to combat the situation.
Malana alsu broke out in some
places of the district.

JUNE
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Meanwhile, the flood situ-
ation in the district improved
on Thursday as the flood wa-
ters started receding from the
affected areas.

However, the river Surma
was still flowing 24 centimetres
above the danger level.

The road communication
between Sylhet and Jagan-
nathpur thana remained sna-
pped from Wednesday follow-
ing collapse of the Megakhali
bridge on the road.

Tk 31 crore
revenue collected

from Kushtia

From Our Corespondent

EuEUSHTJ&,Jg 23: Kushtia
toms Dcpnn.mc.nt
is likely to achieve its target

during the 1994-95 fiscal year,
u:u;ﬁing to official source.
The target was fixed at
more than Taka 36 crore in
four circles. Revenue so far
realised upto April, amounts
nearly to Taka 31 crore 37
lakh. Rest of the amount will
be realised during end of june

the source informed.
From ]ulg 1994 to April
1995 Taka 21 crore 86 lakh

have been realised from bidi

factories but the number of

bidi factories paying the rev-

enue could not be known. Be-

sides revenue from zarda and

gul and jewellery could not be
llcct:tr.:

The four circles under
Kushtia customs office are
Kushtia, Chuadanga, Darshana
and Bheramara.

Apart trom that, the de-
partment has realised Taka one
crore 60 lakh from Mahiskundi
checkpost from cows and
buttaloes brought from India
during January 1995 to May
1995. Number of cows and
butfaloes brought to
Bangladesh through this
checkpost was 23127,

CMP undergoes
reshuffle to

check crimes

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 23
Some transfers have been
made in the Chittag Met-
ropolitan Police in a bid to
check crimes in the city,
official sources said.

The Officer in Charge {_&C]
sain, has been transferred to

of Kotwali thana, Delwar
the range area outside the city.

He has been replaced by the
OC ot Doublemooring t !
Mainuddin. This is third

Eﬂsting of Mainuddin to
MTEJI thln?

OC of Chandgao thana,
Obaidul Hug, has been posted
to Doublemooring thana and
Ghlduiz:;mmhﬁnm the city's
special branch to Chandgao
Lﬂ:n: as OC.

Some more changes are
likely

Fish fry worth
Tk 5 crto be
released

SHERPUR, June 23 : Fish
f:ry worth about Tk 5 crore
will be released in the coun-
try's unused water bodies dur-

w current year, reports

State Mimster for '
P Al Moyeon Khan de
clqnch;hd this while inaugurating
a release programme at
N&hﬁmmﬁmﬂq

The State Minister hoped
the government's step to re-
lease fry n the unused water

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Sirajul
Haque :tltt:lnded the hnctmm !
as specia st. puty
lemiﬁmm:tm Rahman
Majumder presided.

Rabies virus
attack 70

From Staff ' ndent

BARISAL, June 23: At least
70 persons were so far in-
tected by rabies virus in three
southern districts of Barisal
Jhalakathi and Patuakhali un-
der Barisal division during last
one month.

The official sources say
Ant: Rabies Vaecines (ARV)
are not available in these dis-

]

1

tricts. Normally ARVs are dis-
tributed by local pourasava
authority. But there is no
ARV in the pourasavas of
these distncts.
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Telikhal arca in Companyganj thana has been under water for seven days, according to report received on Thursday.

NATORE, June 23: Work-
ers of the tobacco based in-
dustries of the 16 northern
districts have been suffering
from some fatal diseases like
TB and cancer due to lack of
health care facilities, reports
UNB.

According to the Health
and Environment authorities
20 thousand workers of such
factories out of the total two
lakh have been affected by
various diseases, most of
whom are women and chil-
dren.

Concerned officials said,
83 registered tobacco based
industries have been manufac-
turing bidi, cigarette, jarda
and gul in the 16 northern
districts

According to them, of the
11,254 women and children
working in different factories,
4,000 have been affected by

. But unofficial sources said
over one lakh women and
child workers are engaged in

all the tered factories.

FARIDPUR: K M Nurul Huda,

Tobacco factory workers
vulnerable to TB, cancer

Besides, according to a
survey report, over 100 un-
registered tobacco based fac-

tories in remote areas of these
and
more than one lakh workers

districts are functioning

have been working in these
factories.

A total of two lakh work-
ers have been engaged in
these legal and illegal facto-

ries, of them over 20,000
have been affected by various

deadly diseases like TB and

were affected by

CAncer.
the harmfui dust of tobacco.

The dust enters into their
" body through respiration and

other means, the survey re-
port said. ,

There is a law to check up
health condition of the work-
ers of these factories after ev-

ery three months where more

than 10 workers are

ed.
But these factories E-:n glzmri:
abide by the rule. No step has

yet been taken by the con-
cerned authorities against the

—

violators ot this rule, it is
learnt.

Absence of medical and
environmental checkup for a
long time the atmosphere of

these factories has turned bad

to worse.

One worker, working in
such a factory told this corre-
spondent that old molasses
used for drying the tobacco
leaf is very unhygienic. Differ-
ent kinds dead insects like
cockroach and even rats are
found in these molasses.

Besides, these polluted mo-

lasses are mixed with tobacco

dust to make bidis for the
consumers which is injurious
to health. There is even no
health security measures for
the workers while mixing the
poisunous molasses. As a re-
sult, the workers become the
victuns of various discases,

Local leaders have urged

the voncerned authorities to.
look mto the matter and take

immudiate steps in this regard.

a display of handicrafts orga-

nised by National Association of Small and Cottage Industries of Bangladesh (NASCIB)

recently.
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SY [ 111T: .\ primary school (left) at Telikhal of Companyganj thana is submerged by the flood water. Kutcha road (right) on both sides of this culvert at
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A modern hospital lacks
many facilities

From Our Correspondent

‘MEHERPUR, June 23: The
modern sadar hospital in the
district is facing wvarious
problems. It has been facing
shortage of medicine for quite
a long period. Both indoor
and outdoor patients are be-
ing served with prescriptions
only askinF them to seek
treatment elsewhere. The in-
door patients were given
treatment with medicines
purchased by patients them-
selves. Besides, they have to
purchase all other necessary
goods even required for minor
operations.

The patients are being de-
prived of the services from
any Gynaecologist for the last
one year, it was alleged.

There is no experienced

-anaesthesian in the hospital as

a result operations are being
carried out in great risks. The
autoclave machines by which
instruments are sterilisg
often goes out of order caus-
Ing serious inconveniences, sit
was leamnt.

Surprisingly there is do
blood bank in the hospital
and it becomes impossible
patients to procure blood
time from outside. There is
doctor for ENT departme
as a result the patients ape
being deprived of the trti'

ment.

The hospital has 50 be!s
but rush of patients is h{%'l It
has to accommodate 100 ph-
tients with extra beds on.
tloor, others go back disap
pointed although they n
admission.

T 5
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BJP starts
anti-Tin Bigha
activity

From Our Corespondent

RANGPUR, June 23: The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
geared up in West Bengal, its
campaign against the Tin Bigha
accord between Bang-ladesh
and India.

According to sources, some
500 BJP activists are being
taken around Tin Bigha to
launch a sudden raid and fail
the third anniversary cel-
ebrations of the transfer of the
Tin Bigha Corridor to Bang-
ladesh. The anniversary falls
on June 26.

After a long struggle Indian
authority handed over Tin
Bigha Corridor on June 26 in

1992 enabling Bangladesh to
establish link with D am-
Angarpota enclave.

Meanwhile, following fresh
move of BJP entire 15,000 res-
idents of the enclave got
panicky.

New hospital

in Natore

NATORE, June 23: Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf
said that health care system in
our country needs consider-
able development to meet the
increasing requirement of the
teeming million, reports UNB.

The Minister was inaugu-

rating the newly constructed
buil i!ﬁ of 100-bed Natore
Sadar Hospital on Tuesday.

State Minister for Social Wel-
tare Fazlur Rahman was

present on the occasion, says a
PID handout.

Equipped with modern fa-

cilities, the 100-bed Natore
Sadar Hospital project in-
volves a cost ot Tk seven
crore.

In a meeting with the
teachers of Rajshahi Medical
College, he said, the govern-
ment has made an etfort to
improve the academic activi-
ties and health facilities in the
existing medical colleges with
intention to cope with the
| present world.

LLaw, order situation in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, June 13: Law
and order situation of the dis-
mcvi:'ﬁs n:vh:ged 'ittll.'nl meet-
ing recently with Deputy
Sy

m in c . meeting
was also attended by Police
Super, Additional Police Su-
per, Additional District Mag-
istrate, all Thana Nirbahi ofh-
cers, other members of the
committee and other police
officers of the respective po-
hice stations. _

The Deputy Commissioner
apprised the members of the
law enforcing agencies for
being able to control the
grave law and order situation
the people of the district
Lf: in tﬂ].t:r si;cund part of

i mn Daulatpur
merimau thanas. He
said that senies of dacoities
committed in the areas have
::n stopped lnm-r as a mﬁ

prompt police action
arrest of one Shahidul Islam, a
gang leader of the dacoits to-
gether with several others and
recovery of huge arms and
ammunition. On the confes-
sion of the accused Shahidul
Islam who left Naval head-
quarter with arms and com-
mitting series of crimes, police
recovered arms from his

| Dhaka residence.

Superintendent of Police
said that law and order has
been improved and lamented
that small number of police
force are mot capable to con-
trol four lakh people residing
the Daulatpur thana. More-
over, police has no tr
to reach cve?r corner of the
thana immediately on call
He, ggwctvjﬂ', :ﬁsurtd the
members t steps are
being taken to t E:rth:r
crimes and all the criminals
would be hm:ﬁ:, to books
within a very

From Our Correspondent

dressed by Abdul Kadir, Pub-
lic Prosecutor, S M Kausar,
president Kushtia Zilla Press
Club, Kalipada Pal, Vice-
Principal, Kushtia Girls Col-
lege, Dr Monwarul Alam,
Chairman, Bheramara
pourashava.

Speakers alleged that rob-
beries were committed in
Daulatpur, Bheramara thana
by issuing letters demandi
ransom and those who faile
to pay become victitil;nf:lhe
attacking gangs. Speakers also
urged up on law enforcing au-
thority to ﬁin depth to curb
crime and help restore peace
and security of life and prop-
erties in the remote corners of
the district where crimes were
being committed on flimsy

ound and killing of people
ve become rampant as
those culprits are being re-

Islam Amu, Chairman Kaya
Union in broad day ligxt in
front of circuit house. Police
said that one suspected has
been arrested in this connec-
tion and police remain alert
for arrest of those res ible
for murder of Amirul Islam.

It may be mentioned that
victim Amirul Islam was
number one accused person in
the murder case of a
renowned businessman of
Borobazar a year back.

Although police claimed
that law and order is under

control but nubodr can rel
on the utterance o lice. It
has been reported t four

persons were abducted on ﬁu.n
point recently at Malihad
village under Mirpur thana
;l;d , kniw what really

pened to those persons.
Wﬁcn contacted Mirpur thana

DC praises police actions to be able to
curb crime, residents allege ignorance

of police force

leased and gone unpunished
for want of evidence and wit-
nesses. People are afraid of
standing as witnesses in the
court for nsion of be-
ing victims of terrorism by
those hardcore criminals in
future.

The meeting discussed the
crimes committed in six
thanas of the district and it
was disclosed that 95 crimes

were committed in the month
of May. Of those crimes six
WeETe ity, one hij ' y )

burglary, 3 theft, 5 murder,
gnt nulll:, 3 murder with riot,

illegal arms cases, 3 smug-
zl;ng and other crimes were

In the month of il
number of crimes was 104. In
March the number was 107

police refused to mention the
names of those persons who
have been abducted. Local

ople blamed that police was
Eund inactive in this respect.
They have failed to take any
action for release of those ab-
ducted.

A local political leader on
condition of anonymity al-
leged that law and order will
further deteriorate as the rul-

arty reportedly has de-
mm release criminals now
in jail in order to allow them
to join prhcmd work I-f:m
winning in co elec-
tion e ted to Ek“:!phoe
closed that these miscreants
now undergoing detention are
expected to join BNP.
The District Administra-
tion has nothing to do but
release them as per order of

the higher authority, the
sources further added.

During last one year be-
ginning from January 1, 1994
to December 1994, 44 mur-
ders were recorded in six po-
lice stations of the district.

Number of injured in
clashes and terrorist activities
were over two thousand. But
the number of arrests were
very low in comparison with
the crimes committed. Out of
total 44 murder cases 21 per-
sons were killed by gunshot
whilcd‘lﬂ mu:dﬁrs were com-
mitted us sharp weapons,
severe helﬂamg or by other
means. In Mirpur police sta-
tion, there are two groups of
underground parties b-c?icﬂ:
to have been committing
murders one after another
when-ever the residents fail to
meet their demands.

Out of total 712 cases filed
during the year, 11 dacoities,
22 robberies, 42 burglaries,
23 theft, 61 riots, 6 riots in-
volving murder, 40 arms
cases, 24 cattle lifting, 24
smuggling, 11 kidnapping and
five police harassment cases
were recorded in six police
stations of the district.

Local people alleged that
actual number of incidents
will be double the figure
recorded with police stations.
They also alleged that anti-
social activities of the out-
lawed Sarbahara Party mem-
bers as well as Biplobi Com-
munist Party members have

increased in Mirpur and
Khoksa thanas as well as Me-
district.

people alleged that
lice have failed to control

w and order in Mirpur
where one after another mur-
ders is being committed every
month. Whenever local peo-
ple tail to meet the demand of
the out-lawed members
some one is ki

Frequent load shedding continues

JESSORE, June 23: Erratic
power supply avated by
chronic load-shedding has
worsened situation in the dis-
trict recently.

According to source,
power failure, these days is a
;j,-fular phenomena, breaking

previous records. It occurs
any moment and without ad-
vance warning. It occurs sev-
eral times a day and some-
times continues for hours, it
was alleged. The condition at
night is more miserable.
Normally after sunset it is off
and fiobody can expect er
supply restoration betore 9
pm. Again, after sunset the
play starts. Sometimes, it goes
off even after few minutes
plunging the whole town in
complete darkness.

Complaints received from
different areas of the town in-
cluding Bidhubhusen Road
Puratonkashba, and Jhenidah
Road, there are two lines
running side by side.

According to complaints,
one line is meant for VIP and
other for VOP. Power on VIP
line is supBLied for limited
consumers. Power fails on this
line very rarely. If it fails, it is
restore within a very short
time. It returns on priority
basis, however.

No improvement in powe
supply system

From Our Correspondent

VOP is arranged for general
consumers. This line remains
cut off many times a day and
night and there is no time
limit for restoration of power

supply.
zlﬂhe line on Bidhubhusen
Rbad deserves to be men-
tioned in this respect. Local
people, have reportedly
drawn attention of Resident
Engineer, Jessore (PDB) Power
Supply to this discrimination
u]:gm% to extend this exclu-
sive tacility to local con-
sumers. But so far there has
been no improvement for rea-
sons only known to them.
System loss has been
scaled down in the town de-
spite increase in loadshedding.
otal number of mills, facto-
ries and wotkshops in the
town exceeds two hundred. In
BSCIC, Jessore, it is one hun-
dred twenty three. A source
on condition of anonymity
told The Daily Star that
thirty six industrial units in-
chuding, factories, mills and
engineering workshop out of
them havtgbeen laid off some

or other. Rest of the .

wa
Eigﬁt}r seven units, including
saw mills, flour miils, bal pen
factories, were running
smoothly.

According to the source

Ch
L L R SR UL

none of these units coul
achieve target production
avoid loss due to freque
power failure and inadequa
electricity supply. Under
existing situation, it was qui
impossible for the owners t
survive in competition

supply and production wi
their competition from other

parts of the country.

It is also learnt, this situg
tion in industrial arena iy
BSCIC, has failed to attract -
new entrepreneurs for pretty
lcmﬁ periog.

ecently, in order to ri
erratic power supply failur
and the consequent problem4§,
most private s, commer}
cial organisations, big sho
keepers and contractors ha
raised their voice to stop thi!

problem immediately.
According to another
source, Jessore required powek
supply worth forty megawatt;
a day. But at present the sup§
ply varies from fourteen td.
twenty two megawatt. B
supply is only fortt:e‘?;

nor

megawatt, the source added. {:
Power Development

will not be in a positioh #
the increasing demand be

the year 1996 in the district.

ceordi to a repor
step up production to

Tree plantation campaign '95

'Massive Programme undertakeﬁ

in Rangamati, Rajshahi, Kushtia

BORAICHHARI (Rangamati),
June 23: The Boraichhari For-
est Multiple Nursery, an unit of
Chittagong Hill Tracts South
Forest Division in Rangamati
Forest Circle has started dis-
tribution of seedlings of differ-
ent species of both timber

Iruit-bearing trees [ormally
[roim June- | last among the in-
terested planters at a very
nominal prices. the officials
said.

~ The Boraichhari Nursery

raised one lakh

has so lar
eighty thousand seedlings of
different valuable species in-
cluding fIruit-bearing trees
alongwith ten thousand stamps
ol teak lor distribution among
the interested planters is the
on-going plantation season.
said Abduz Zaher Chowdhury,
Station Officer ol Boraichhari
Cheek and Tolls Station and
in-charge of the nursery

The improved variety ol
seedlings ol mehuguni. gamar,
garjan. champaful. chapalish,
chikrashi. telshur. dhakigam,
neem, sal. raintree. krish-
nachura. ucaliptus. shilkorai,
boliun, debdari. care, bamboo
et as well as kanthal. narikel.
sipart, amra. dalim. jalpai. pa
paya. jambura. ala. pewer elc
of fruit-bearing trees are avall-

able he said

Besides, the private and
individual planters. schools,
madrasahs. colleges, as well as
diflerent government and non
govermmenl agencies carry out
their afforestalion programme
with Lhe seedlings of this
nursery. The Local Govern-

ment Council of Rangamati Hill
District is a major buyer of
seedlings. the sources added.

Our Rajshahi

correspon-
dent adds:

people to transform t

social movement.

We have no alternative to
rotect our

tree plantation to

motherland from desertifica-

tion, he said. The mayor was
addressing a big rally on the
occasion the tree
Elantatlun programme '95 of

inaugura

ajshahi City

orporation.
Presided over b

Krishi Unnayan Bank and ex-

minister Emran Ali Sarkar.

Ra-
jshahi City Mayor Mijanur
Rahman Minu had drged the
tree
plantation programme into a

Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Abul Kasem,
the rally was also addressed by
the Chairman of Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

Chairman ot the RCC Com-
mittee for Health a Famil
Planning Zahidul Islam Zahid.
Heath otficer Dr Rizvi Sultan

Divisional Forest Officer Abdul

Mutaleb.

The City Mayor said that
unilateral withdrawal of the

Ganges water by India at

Farakka was the main cause
behind the desertitication of
the northern and southern re-
gions of the country. To resist
the calamity, we must try to
roblem

same
time we should plant a huge

resolve the Farakka
by any means and at t

member of trees to retain sur-

face water in the canals, ponds

and beels, he said.

A massive programme of
planting 5 lakhs saplings in the
corporation area in ftive years
to make Rajshahi a green city
of education has been taken,
the mavor said. The Forest
Department and Bangladesh

Development
15

Agriculture
Corporation

programme, he said.

The Mayor also distributed

"Mayor Trophy" among 17

persons and organisations for
their contributions to the tree
plantation programme and 19

gurgamﬁatinns tor

Egrsnna an
st performance in National

Immunization Day on March

16 and April 16
Later, he led a ground pro-
cession, that carrred festoons,

placards, banners and flags,

Hilsha craze

PATUAKHALI, June 23:
Catching of hilsha in the
of Bengal and other rivers o

the region has began in top

gear, reports UNB.
Local people said the Patu-
akhali, Barguna, Bhola, Jha-

lakathi, Pirojpur, Barisal, Ma-
daripur, Manpura, Bmhiha]i,

Andrermanik, Payra, Lahaliha

Karkhana, Kazal, Sugandha,
Kirtoinkhola, Manpura, Tazu-
muddin and Meghna have

taken a new look as hundreds

of boats and trawlers are en-
gaged in catching hilsha.

"The Bay of Bengal is
overwhelmed by the presence
of fishermen as it abounds with

hilshas” said a hilsha trader.
- He said the traders this year

are seen more interested in

investing money in hilsha

trading as the demand for the
ﬁal:hiﬁwncr-

giving
assistance to implement the

organised to mark inaugurg-
tion of the tree plantation
gramme '95 ot the Rajs

City Corporation. The may
planted a tree at the premises
of Hazrat Shah Makhduym
(RM) [}ara_ilh to fnrmaﬁ
inaugurate the programme,
Our Ku.-ihtﬂlr E:ntl‘t-
dent adds: o
Plantation Programme '95
gan here on June 12 with tt
R%antatmn of a sapling of
leem tree in the compound
circuit house. Alhaz K
Abdul Khaleque Chantoo
planted the sapling and ina
gurated the programme. :

Md Nazrul Islam, Depu
Commissioner Kushtia, |
BRAC chief and other elites of
the town were present in the
*““A colourful rally led by Dy

colo rally
was held at Public L?K:Efy
remises where saplings of
akul and Shishu warg
planted. :

Meanwhile increasing nurp-
ber of people are showing if-
terest in setting up nurseries
the district, according to a
private survey conducted e
cently. .

Setting up of private nurs-
eries has become quite po
lately as the number of nﬁd

eries have increased many
in the last one year.

It was learnt that muic
people are responding to spt
up such nurseries as this as
turned into a booming busi-
ness, say a number of nursery
owners.

Under the tree plantation

rogramme, plantation of fruit
aring trees and wood trees
are going on by the sides of
highways, premises of educa-
tional institutions and on p#i-
vate land. 3

The government nurserieés
have been set up in every
thana head quarters under the
supervision of the Agricultural
Extension Department (AED),
and Forest Department. Sap-
lings of various species of
are being supplied to E;E
interested persons from these
government nurseries.

., Prospect of has given the

future profit, plantation pf
trees including mango, ‘;IA'

fruits, segun, mehgani,
Eabla mJC shishu trt.i::s 4 |

oost. Consequently a
number of pﬂvltt nurugg
have also been set up.



