o B €he Thily Star
-

Pop music superstar Michael Jackson accepts his award
as a honouree at the second annual "VH 1 Honors™ on
Thursday in Los Anhgeles. Jackson was recognised for his

music and for his charitable organisation,

Heal The

World”. Other honourees. included Smokey Robinson, .

Whitney Houston and Bette Mildler.

Savimbi promises

— AFP/UNB photo

€aACe: Angolan rebel

leader Jonas Savimbi vowed Thursday to push the peace pro-
cess under way in this homeland, AP reports from Brazzville,

" saw death many times, [ know the value of the peace,”

- Savimbi said. "We're no longer the tools of the outside super-

~ who armed us against one another for their own self-
t. ..... Today we realize how much Angolans suffered.”

snake bite death list:s:

tops
Lanka now heads-the list of the countries known for snake
bite deaths in the world as it has more than 60,000 snake bite
. victims every year, a university professor told pressmen in
'Colombo on Thursday, Xinhua reports from Colombe.
Professor Sheriff, a nephrologist in the University of
. Colombo, said a study of the country's north central province

revealed that at least 45,000
were victims of snake bite, of

‘Floods claim 17 more in Assam

ng::upli: in that province alone

em, 13,000 died.

legﬁing floods have Killed 17 people and displaced at least
-one million others in the far-eastern Indian state of Assam,

- newspaper re

rted yesterday, AFP says from New Delhi.

Rain-swollen rivers have also submerged vital road links be-

tween Assam and the rest of the count

after tlooding scores

of villages across the state that borders Bangladesh, The
Statesman and other dailies said. &

| Vietnam detains 2 dissidents:vie

nam has arrested two veteran revolutionaries for political
' dissent, in a move seen as an attempt to stifle opposition as
the Communist Party prepares for its congress next year,

AFP reports from Hano1.

Hoang Minh Chinh, a former high-ranking party intellec-
tual and long-time critic of the government, and war veter-
. ans activist Do Trung Hieu have been detained by polige

their families said.

2 Russian army ofﬁc'ér's'.k'illed:

“Two Russian officers were

illed by unknown attackers in

the Tajikistan capital Dushanbe, a spokesman for the Rus-
sian-led force trying to prevent an upsurge in the Tajik civil
war said yesterday, AFP reports from Moscow.

»  The Russian captain and lieutenant, both aged 28, were
attacked by "two armed men, in civilian clothes of Tajik
appearance,” the spokesman said, quoted by the Russian

news agency Intertax.

§ Russian manuscripts recovered:
Some 5,000 18th-century manuscripts stolen from the Rus-
“sian National Archive have been recovered in Berlin and the
Russian city of St Petersbrug, the Berlin Justice Ministry said”
Thursday, AFP reports from Berlin. *

Russian and German police found the documents —
mostly letters and legal texts believed to be worth around
1.4 million marks (one million dollars) — after an auctioneer
produced some of the manuscripts given to him by a Ger-

man woinarnmn,

. 2 cops shot dead in Karachi: cunmen
killed two traffic policemen in a drive-by shooting in the -
middle of Pakistan's southern port of Karachi yesterday,

-4 police said, Reuter reports from Karachij
§ It was belicved to be the first time Karachi's militant

N

ups had selected traffic policemen as targets. More than
00 regular police, paramilitary r

angers and other service-

men have been killed in gunbattles and ambushes this year.

Quake shakes E Japan: an carthquake
tering 4.2 on the Richter scale shook eastern Japan early

Friday, but there were no reports of damage or injuriés, the
Meteorological Agency said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

The epicenter of the quake, which occurred at_S:DS am

-} (1803 GMT Thursday), was located.about 100 kilometers (62

miles) underground in northern
& northeast of Tokyo, the agency sai

> Hussein for end
.. to hardships of

. Iraqi people
. BEIRUT, June 23: Jordan's
K Hussein has oftered to
t the odds to help lift the
-UN embargo on Ba?ﬁdad and
vend the hardships of the Iragi
people, in a newspaper inter-
¥Mew published on ‘?‘%ursda}f,
reports AFP. |

' "l am ready to do the im-

ible to her Iraqg be reinte-
grated into the 1&:3%] world 8o
1t can be strong and help its
mpie hié_e,hbelcause I cannot
‘ 0 sec the Iraqi people suf-
fer," he told the EﬂM-b;;fd.
Al-Hayat.

The King was referring'to

.ﬁlt. UN sanctions which have

.a?aled Iraq since its invasion
of Kuwait in August 1990.

v

LONDON, June 23: Who-
ever challenges John Major for
the Conservative Party lead-
ership next month, it's the
wounding — not the winning
— that counts, reports AP. '

Major's big dangér would
be failing to win outright the

y 4 ballot hﬁ set in Teilmn

y resigning the er-

ip on Thursday. If he comes
up short, that would open the
way for a big-name challenger
to enter a second-rownd con-
text on July 11 to become
party leader and thus prime
minister. ; LI

Telling critics "to put u
shut up,” Major challenged his
rebellious opponents among
rank-and-file legislators to
step forward. He was appar-

| ently contident that he has

S-an, of Ibaraki prefecture,

DH AKA

Transter of missile systems to Pakistan. Iran

WASHINCTON, June 23:
The United States said on
Thursday 1t would be re-
gquired to impose economic
sanctions on China if 1t was
determined that Beinng had
violated an international mis-
sile accord, reports Reuter.
But White House
spokesman Mike Mccurry
said no such determination
had vet been made after re-
ports that the CIA has con-
cluded that China recently
delivered important compo-
nents tor missile systems to
Iran and Pakistan.

'l can't comment on intel
ligence matters,” Mccurry
satd. "I can tell you that when
we make a determination that
there's been a transter of mis-
sile technology in violation of
imissile technology control)
guidetines, our law requires
the imposition of sarictions,”
The New York Times re:
ported ®n Thursday that the
Central Intelligence Agency
had concluded that 1n the last
year China has delivered
dozens, perhaps hundreds, of

missile guidance systems and
computerised machine tools
to Iran.

This could give Tehran the
ability to rove the accu-
racy of North Korean Scud
missiles already in its arsenal
and enable it to build such
missiles on 1ts own, the Times
said.

In addrion, China in the
last three months delivered

arts to Pakistan that could
used in M-11 ballistic mis-
siles, the newspaper said.

The Defence Department
said 1t had been monitori
the reported missile technol-
ufz,y transfers "very very
closely" for some time and
was continuing to do so.

"We are concerned about
any actions that encourage or
produce the proliferation of
weapons, " Pentagon
spokesman Ken Bacon told
reporters. He said Defence
Secretary. William Perry has
discussed the matter with his
counterparts in China and
Pakistan.

But he said the Pentagon

currently lacked "firm, con-
clusionary evidence" that the
reported Chinese shipments
to Pakistan and Iran breached
the missile technology control
regime, a complex arms-con-
trol pact.

development comes at
a time of deep strain between

China and the United States.

AFP adds from Beifing, China
effectively rejected today the
possibility of Sino-US on
alleged violations by Beijing
of an international missile ac-
cord, citing the bitter bilateral
dispute over US ties with
Taiwan, reports AFP.

"The US government con-
travened the basic principles
of the three Sino-US joint
communiques,” a foreign
ministry spokesman said.

It was a reference to
China's stance that Washing-
ton broke its ?le:dgf to main-
I;Igip only unotficial ties with

aiwan by permitting a recent
visit by gr:sidcntuﬁe Teng-

The move "damaged the
basis of Sino-US relations, se-

US to impose sanctions on
China if CIA report proved

riously harmed Sino-US rela
tions and will inevitably affect
consultations and cooperation
between China and the
United States on international
issues, " the spokesman said.

He was res ing to a
question on whether Beij
was willing to hold hil:ttt;ﬁ
talks on China's missile tech-
nology sales after reported
Central Intelligence ncy
EI&M allegations that Beijing

supplied components to
Iran and Pakistan in contra-
vention of an international
accord.

White House spokesman
Michael McCurry said Thurs-
day "it would be our expec
tation that the United States
would engage in further bilat-
eral dialogue with the Chinese
side on the issue of missile
technology transfers.”

He said talks could be held
within the framework of an
a?reem:nt between Secretary
of State Warren Christopher
and Chinese Foreign Minister
(i1an Qichen 1n October 1994
that called for discussions

State Duma asks Yeltsin

 to sack key ministers

MOSCOW, June 23: The
Russian lower house of par-
liament, the Duma, voted to-
Jday to recommend that Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin sack the de-
tence and interior ministers
and the deputy prime minister
tor nationalities, reports AFP.

The vote is non-binding,
but coimes amid a storm ovet
the so-called "power minis-
ters” handling of the Buden-
novsk hostage crisis and the
war in Chechnya.

The lower house recom-
mended that Defence Minister
Pavel Grachev, Interior Minis-
ter Viktor Yerin and Deputy

Prime Minister Nikolai Ye-
gorov, charged with the
Chechnya crisis, be fired.

A motion to also fire
Sergei Stepashin, the head of
the Federal Security Service,
today's KGB, failed, gathering
just 202 votes 1n favuur, 24
against and 10 abstentions. A
minimum of 226 out of 450
possible votes are needed to
pass a motion.

Votes also failed against
Foreign Minister Andrei
Kozyrev, tirst deputy
premiers Anatoly Chubais
and Oleg Soskovets, and
Deputy Premier Sergei

Shakhrai.

The anti-Grachev vote
passed by 268 to eight and
two abstentions: The anti-
Yerin vote by 284 to two and
one abstention: And the anti-
Yegorov vote by 245 to five
with three abstemjons.

Earlier, the Duma voted to

set a decisive vote of confi-
dence in President Boris
Yeltsin's government for July
1.

The Duma voted 249 to
seven with one abstention to
hold the showdown with
Yeltsin on that date, Interfax

news agency reported.

Chinton admn delays Pentagon's
+ proposal to resume N-tests

WASHINCGTON, June 23:
The Clinton administration
has delayed indefinitely a de-
cision on a Pentagon proposal
to resume underground nu-
clear tests, the Washington
post said today, reports AFP.

It quoted an unidentified
senior administration official
as saving that National Secu-
rity Adviser Anthony Lake
had cancelled a top-level

! mieeting today on the preo-
| posal, ordering instead a pew

study on the issue that eould

takeweeks.

“Two other senior otficials
said the move was tanta-
mount to burying the Pen-

‘tagon plan permanently, and
‘insisted that President Bill

Clinton would not approve
resuming nuclear tests ér the
first time since 1992.

¢« "This is not going to.turn
into another story about
Clinton flip-fleps, I can assure
you. He's not going to do
this. It's a fiiss over nothing,”
one of the official said.

White House official re-
portedly were alarmed when
the fiercely contested Pen-
tagon proposal was leaked to
the press last week, soon after
a much-criticised French deci-
sion to conduct eight nuclear
tests in the South Pacific over
the next year.

Defence Department offi-
cials urged that the white
House propose a Loophole in

a comprehensive test ban
treaty being drafted interna-
tionally to allow small-scale
nuclear blasts for a period of
up to a decade after the treaty
takes effect.

The Pentagon officials ar-
gued that such tests were nec-
es to maintain the reliabil-
ity ot the US nuclear arsenal.

US ofticials and US allies
complained that resuming
nuclear tests would make a
mockery of Clinton's stated
commitment to & compre-
hensive test ban, which was
emphasised during a UN
conference last month that
permanently renewed the nu-

clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

Lt

it

Palestinian mourners shout slogans against Israel during the funeral of Mahmouud Al-

Khwaja_. 34, a leader of the Islamic Jihad movement who. was killed on Thursday at Shatti
Camp in Gaza City by unknown gunmen. The Islamic Jihad accused the Israeli security
services-of shooting Al-Khwaja.

— AFP/UNB photo

Al urges Lanka
not to reimpose
death penalty

COLOMBO, June 23:
Amnesty International asked
the Sri Lankan government
Friday not to reim the
death penalty after Parliament
suﬁs sted the change last
w reports AP.

"The decision to restore
this most cruel and inhuman
form of punishment represents
a retrogressive step for human
rights in Sri Lanka," Amnesty
International said. in a
statement.

Amnesty International said
half of all countries in the
world have abolished the

death penalty.
Opposition in
Britain calls
for polls

LONDON, June

Liberal Demograts Thugs-
day called for a general elec-
tion after Prime Minister John
Major resigned as Tory leader
ancfo called a leadership elec-
tion, reports AFP.

"This leadership election
cannot give Britain the change
of direction it needs. Only a
general election can do that,”
said Labour leader Tony Blair,
whose party has a 39 per cent
lead over the Tories in the
latest opinion polls.

Paddy Ashdown, leader of
the Liberal Democrats, called
Major's resignation a "last
desperate attempt to break
out of the prison into which
his party and his weakness
have trapped him."

"What Britain needs is not
an internal election in the
Conservative Party, its a gen-
eral election to get rid of the
Conservative government,"

he added.

France denies
secret deals
with Serbs

PARIS, June 23: France
denied today 1t had made

deals with the Bosnian Serbs
on the release of UN peace-
keepers detained in the recent
hostage crisis Iﬂﬂbﬂﬂs AFP.
The French Foreign Min-
istry said officials had met
with "all parties concerned" in
the crisis but denied a New
%i:rk Times report which said
that France had secretly ne-
gotiated for the release of the
more than 350 peacekeepers
held by the Bosnian Serbs.
French officials "put across,
in various ways France's firm
position: the immediate and
unconditional release of all
the hostages,” Yves Doutriaux
a spokesman for the ministry
said following the daily's re-
port. -
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A sapphire and diamond double clip brooch, a sapphire

paste and diamond necklace and a sapphire and diamond
dress ring are displayed at Sotheby's as part of Dame
Barbara Cartland s jewellery auction Thursday. The three
lots went under the hammer for 30,000 pounds (dollar
47.000) and the whole collegtion fesching 155,000 pounds

(dollar 240.000

—

— AFP/UNB photo

Sridevi’'s mummy —
the rare victim
NEW YORK: A neurosurgeon treating the mother of
Indian film star Sridevi operated on the healthy part

of
brain after examining pictures of the wrong patient's akm
otficials disclosed Thursday, reports AP.

Rajeswarl Ayyappan was in stable condition Ihl.lnd.ll at
a Manhattan hospital where she was transferred four

t from India to the renowned
ancer Centre for an operation

after the botched May 26
Mrs. A}'gappaﬂ was bro
Memorial Sloan-Kettering

Vs

to remove a malignant brain tumor. But the surgeon

involved made two mistakes, the centre said in a statement.
First, he brought another patient's diagnostic films into

the upemﬂnzgd rnhﬁn.hc}k then %wntill thcheiﬂ r-;}tdt

woman's head an searchi er i

te tal lobe for the tunli::utrl, the centlrlg said. 4
Sloan-Kettering spokeswoman Christine Westerman

declined to say how

ong &
histake was realiseds’

the facility, she said.

surgery continued before the
Bctor's surgl

suspended, and he was stripped of his adn

rivileges were
ir P ative role at

1

€3
"Qur standards of patient care were not met in this case,”
said Dr. Joseph Simone, the hospital's physician-in-chief.

"We have acknnwlﬂgi
have extended a hea

that a mistake was made, and we
1t apology to the patient's family."

Protest fishy way!

WELLINGTON: Smelly fish and a pile of rubbish were

"delivered to the.French Embassy here yest

erday in a

Commonwealth protest at French plans to resume
testing at Mururoa Atoll, reports AFP. .
Led by Gabriel Tehiarahi of Tahiti, a Pacific delegated to

the Commonwealth non-governmental or

ere, about 70 signing protesters

which has been meeting

isation forum

marched to the central city building housing the e ;
Police barred them from going up to the m

embassy but Counsellor George Ayache,

who came down to

the foyer, had rubbish tipped at his feet. s
Tehiarahi, who demanded France remove its rubbish

from Mururoa, than handed him both a petition to

President Jacques Chirac and the rotting fish. |

India allows ICRC's accm
to detainees in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, June 23: In-
dia, in a move towards greater
transparency in strite-torn
Kashmir, agreed on Thursday

to allow the International .

Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) access to detainees in
the region, reports Reuter.

An ICRC statement said a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) was signed be-
tween the committee and the
Indian government allowing it
"access to all persons arrested
and detained in relation with
the current situation in
Jammu and Kashmir."

"The purpose of ICRC vis-
its is to monitor the condi-
tions of detention and treat-
ment of detainees,” the state-
ment said. _

Hospital and police sources
say at least 20 000 people
have died in a fi?e-yearanld
scparatist war between the
region's Pakistan-backed

Muslim tgueril.llal and Indian
security torces.

The ICRC statement said
the visits would help restore
contact between the inmates
indings reports would
transmitted only to the au-
thorities concerned, the
statement said.

The ICRC was invited in
March, 1994 to assess human-
itarian needs in the
Indian state of Jammu
Kashmir.

The statement said
agreement reached on Th
day was in response to the
ICRC's offer of services to the
Indian authorities.

The ICRC describes it
as a humanitarian organisa-
tim;,al ashdistimt f;'l:hm interna-
t1o uman rights groups
which frequently criticise al-
leged rights abuses by Indian
security forces in Kashmir.

the hcav?wcigl;t'ﬂ" in his 22-

member Cabinet fenced in, at

least tor the first round, *
* "The guy does have guts
and it's now for all these carp-
ing critics to decide what to
do," Chancellor of the Exche-
quer Kenneth Clarke, Major's
pro-European treasury chief
said. "l think he will succee
in stamping his authority on
the party again."
nder party rules, Major

must get at least 50 per cent
of the votes of the 329 Con-
servative Party members of
the House of Commons, and
be 15 per cent ahead of his
nearest rival to win the first
ballot outright.

While Clarke led a rush by
Cabinet members to profess
loyalty, right-wing dissidents

Magjor apparently

L

annsed to cleser integration
of the European Union began
feverish maneuverings to pick
a challenger.

Among  the most likely

. contenders was ex-treasury

chief Norman Lamont.

He was fired by Major in
1993 and feels he was a
scapegoat for the then-sinking

ound's ejection a year earlier

om the exchange rate mech-
anism linking important Eu-
ropean currencies.

Most of a dozen hardline
dissident Conservative legisla-
tors who have plagued Major
for three years learned of his
sudden move while at an anti-
European rally under the slo-

an, "Europe — The Battle
er Britain,

confident of wi

"John Major is a nice gu
but I think he is a loser," sai
legislator Tony Marlow after

the rally at Malvern, 100
miles {160 kms) northwest of
London.

Marlow was one of eight
legislators whom Major tem-
porarily suspended from the
Conservative caucus in the
Commons after they voted
against a treaty on closer
union in December.
¥ It seemed Eﬁi}r they b;mil:e

put up a c nger by t
June 29 deadline for nomina-
tions.

Margaret Thatcher, Ma-
jor's right-wing predecessor
who guit after lailling to win
enough first round votes in a
1990 leadership challenge,
indicated how long she

W ¥

nn

thought Cabinet loyalty will

- 1ast if he suffers the same fate.

"I doubt if any member of
the Cabinet will challenge
him " she said in a television
interview from Paris, adding
after a pause, "on the first
round.”

A second round ballot on
July 11 would likely bring in
Major's Trade Secretary,

Michael Heseltine, 62, a flam
boyant politician on the left
of the party who precipitated
the Thatcher downfall, and
Em%lnyment Secretary Mich-
ael

ortillo, 42.
Portillo, the youngest
member of the Cabinet, is

also widely regarded as the
most right-wing and anti Eu
ropean,

ing party polls

Rules allow tor third and
fourth round run-offs, but
many observers believed Ma-
jor will scrape by on the first
round.

He hopes that will end the
turmoil and start a long haul
back from record levels of

unpopularity.

However, divisions over
Europe and Major's vulnera-
bility to rebels would remain.
His majority in the 651 mem

ber House of Commons is
only nine.

"Even if you elect King
Kong, someone still has to
solve the (Europe) problem,”
said Sir Teddy Taylor, an
anti-European ﬁfglulalnr who
ruled out running against
Major

Pakistan denies
new CIA report

ISLAMABAD, June 23:
Pakistan on Thursday denied a
new CIA report that it had re-
ceived important components
for an M-11 minﬂ:';yittm
from China, reports g

“There is no correctness in
these charges,” a foreign office
spokesman here told
following the claims in a US

new#per. _
"The Americans have not
been able to come up any
evidence” to suggest that Pak-
istan had acquired the parts,
the spi‘kcmn.dd.ﬂ:hdr‘k : -

Xinhua 1stan ~
eign office lpoh:umm today
denied any secret deal
struck between Pakistan
India at Simla to accept the
line of control as a permanent
border



