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HE kicked off the of
sweat-soaked ¢l at

S her feet and released a
breath of relief; suftlr dried
her body with a towel to get
rid of the disturbing dampness
of sweat Her last examination
of MSS lﬁnal} concluded,
Mimi felt like a real free bird.
In a relaxed mood, she
slipped into a white cotton
chemise and began to wonder
about future, "Right time to
get married and start a family
of one's own. | must do some-
thing meani . It will not
h-ni: wise to sit ld{:caftcr msﬁe
eting master s o
_put Tﬁe soiled clgh'b:s in a
ucket and walked into the
batllz'lm-c;lm. % _ &
resh and humming, s
sat with her family to have
the eveing tea. Her brother
Mahmud enquired, "How
have you fared in the exam!
She answered, "So, so".
"Would you like to do some-
thing like collecting data and
information for a lar of a
research institute! They are
looking for a fresh graudate
preferably in Economics and
will pa! well. The project is
fostered by a rtac:nai organi-
sation of Asia,” brother in-
fm?ﬁf’ d to the propo-
jamped to
sition, "Oh, brother, please |
s:knli Eghdcligh;:d to under-
take s an assignment.”
Next day, Mahmud took
Mimi to Tradelnfo the insti-
tute and introduced her to Dr
Karim, the research scholar.
Mimi was well-received by Dr
Karim and was briefed about
the task. Dr Karim said, "You
will report to me everyday
morning and I shall send you
to different offices to collect
information. I will confirm all
the appointments for you.
This will require aproxi
three months." As per ar-
rangement, Mimi started her
ork.
“ *Darted of repeated, often
nasty, amorous looks of the
males, she waited on the
queue to get a pass to enter
an oftice. After ing to
get one she took an elevator
to the 12th floor and re-
ﬁpstadthePSGfthnchi:fof
office seated in one‘of the
drab comners to ise him of
the visitor's aﬁggl. In five
minutes, she was summoned.
The chief, a middle-aged man,
welcomed her gently.

After asking a tew ques-
tions about her antcceints,

he advised her to explore
library of the office wh.cht‘
recommended to have been
ve% rich.
omplying to his advice,
she spent the whole day in
the library but browsing and
leafing the
and bonk:h: not I:L
mormning T&d er ex-
ﬁri_cnﬂﬂ to Dr Karim. Dr
turned red in and
uttered some ‘1
told the son-of-a-
would pay him Tk 25,000/-

for pro information and
data b;:dl:%ﬁm agree. He
wanted more and ‘?ﬂwk]:oh
not cooperating. You w
they have categorised some
information unnecessarily as
classified w:; you
quench their , you don't
get those information. Any-
waﬁ, wait for a few minutes, I
will take to him person:
ally gndhjmknuw I have to
promise something."

In an hour, they were at
the chief's office. Dr Karim at

office and the chief briefed’

them of the modus operand:
and rendered some advices
about secrecy and fidelity
He said, "1 shall make all
the appointments with key
persons. Mimi, you will visit
thu::.ir oftices nn&:l collect an-
n and every I
ble reit.'rmt paper. r*{l to
take interviews of the high
officials. After lunch hours
you will report here and sit
with Manju (the research offi-
cer] to streamline the
data/information. As soon as
you cutﬁpltt: collecting data,
we shall sit at my place to
pre the final papers”.
ithin fifteen days, all the
concerned officers were vis.
ited and data/information
'Iwcr::l ;:\.r?ﬁurcd tl:cnd str:ar?-
ined. 80 regular
met at the Chicf'g house tE
put things together.
The f:j:ll;ie, a t‘l_:";';:u:11:m¢=tu:::tt
rson, t sct topics to
E covered. Then, he allo-
cated one topic to Mimi and
r to research offi-
cer. They prepared the arti-
cles on the topics. He re-
viewed them and :id:‘
necessary s. Alter al-
terations and corrections, the
papers were sent to the office

typist for typing.
Mimi d the sessions
very much. various deli-

cacies served every evening
deserved special mention.
Onel/two item (s| was/were
almost mandatorily added to
the ﬂeel;y {:]itdis es hev&ry
E?Eﬂlﬂg TESEArcn oiIlil-
cer. It looked that the re-
search officer was keen to

make the chief happy.
In seven days, as the final
gapcx was prepared, an intro-
uction was attached to it by
the chief. While Ing over
the same to Mimi for Dr
Karim, the chief told Mimu
and the research officer with
an appreciative smile that he
had put their names in it and
ed them for the good

job done.

On receiving the papers,
Dr Karim si.ml;ﬁr tore off the
introduction written by the

‘chief and cursed. Mimi's face

lost colour. After all, she grew
an affection for the chiet and
with the introduction, her
name was also torn off. Prob-
ably, the scholar read her
mind and he instantly assured
her that in his final paper, he
would mention her name and
that he had to re-align the
whole tlhmg for the lﬂadilig
regional organisation. The
ch;:l:‘}, therefore, deserved

- mere mention or acknowl-

edgment for extending sup-

rt and Imthi.ng more. Dr
Enm' thanked Mimi and told

that she would be paid after

got the bill.

he
rMhht,HMim- i
wrote 2 nice com- -

mendation for her which
Mimi thought would give her

. 4 good opportunity to get a
! future

in :

With a satisfaction of ful-
filling a mission, getting a cer-
tificate praising her hj,gr,'Ely and
a dissatisfaction of not getting
the money imm:diat:ﬁ: she
started for her home.

After a few days, her
brother Mahmud asked her to
collect a cheque from Trade-
Info. While collecting the
cheque for Tk 2,000/-, she
came to know that Dr Karim
had been to the States on a
"Scholars' Conference" and he
had earned lakhs from the

the outset cheered him with a ct.
high dosage of eulogy and the rickshaw, on wa
identified Mimi as a t home, Mimi asked herself,
young lady to assist, and "Who should get the credit for
Fledged to make him happy W*‘T Ie-
or his co-operation. : ) and herself or
The chief instantly soft- the chief or the scholar or all
ened and told Mimi to see of them? Will this paper serve
him next moming. Next day, anybody or any purpose!?
she was intr to a is a scholar? t does a
research officer of the chief's do?
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S I sit and hold this pen
Atn the paper, I wonder

why I write these words.
Countless articles and re
have been written on the

worsening crisis in Bosnia,
infinite numbers of 'important

and powerful' meetings have

taken ;ljlace to find a solution.
Yet I, like others, still write.
For what? Peace of mind?
Hah-what hypocrisy!

I needn't go into a lengthy
article on what is happening
in the former Republic of Yu-
goslavia-yet [ feel that at least,
something must be men-
tioned. A year or two ago, I
saw two hazy pictures in one
of our news papers. The title
was massacre. One picture
was of a badly ruined city in
Bosnia and the other picture
which still haunts me, was o

can

Sonia N. Ahmad

two bodies lying on the
" ground. Those

s weren't
merely dead bodies, but the
bodies of a father and his son
burnt to charcoal. The cap-
tion underneath it mentioned
that' some Serb troops came
and set the town on tire. The

father and his son weren't al-
lowed to escape. I can imagi

the troops launghing
fiendishly as watched the
bodies burn to death. True it
is that this war hasn't only
affected the Bosnians, a num-

ber of Setbs and Croats have

‘also died, But, if one only

takes a thro look, then
one finds that the majority of
the victims killed, ra?cd and
wounded are Muslims!

ﬂnd_ "you kpow, that's

‘what it boils down to-you're

Muslims, weg're not. Ethnic

we do?

cleansing! All the important

meetings that have taken~

place, all the resolutions
made-they're all fabricated
lies! And it's not just in Yu-
oslavia where there's war or
ifferences because of might
or religion, but also infront of

our very eyes.
The U}'\I! Wasn't the UN

formed after the second
World War to ensure peace
among all nations irrelevant
of race, culture or creed? Well

if that's what it stands for

it.l&en I wonder what you'll say
er this!?

"From: at is at stake in
Bosnia is credibility of the
United Nations — Abdul
Hannan. Daily Star- Dec.
21lst, 1994."

- In late '94, the Bangladesh
battlion replaced the French

_— =

battalion in Bipac, and was
trapped i a beseiged Bihac.
That Bihac was cut ott from
tood, ‘medical supplies etc. As
a result, one Hangliadt shi died.
Later there was a missile at-
tack on the Bangladeshi
peacekeepers, killing one and
seriously wounding four
others was thege a big outrage
at such an attack? Hardly any!
I- can only agree with what
one UN othicial said.

"It the French battalion
and not the Bangladeshi's was
still in Bihac area the political
pressure for decisive action
would be oyerwheiming by
now" [New York Times, De-
cember 6}, 4

Oh ves-and more point te
add fat to the fire on ethnic
cleansing. Do you know what
was *-'-H‘iflhh}' a western official,
The Serbian leader Radovan

Karadzic, "Sees the Serbian
campaign as the people have
trmcrtu make a ggtttr place
to live in,

- The 1

HE much awaited World
T Cup Cricket is not too
far away. It will be held
in our sub continent regions

' — India, Pakistan, Sri-Lanka.

It is our bad luck and fo some
extent, our-fault as well,
because we lost in the ICC,
cricket tournament held in
Kerya. A great chance was
thus lost. Seventeen matches

in¢luding the two semifinals
'will be

held i1in India;4
matches will be held in
Colombo and Kandy, while in
Pakistan sixteen matches
including the two quarter

finals and the final which will
be held in Lahore Pakistan

9

form, they m

There are
this World

. by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

the reigning champions are
quite a strong team at this
tournament. the contrary
the Australians are the most
favourite " team in this
tournament. They have
improved themselves, and if
they keep up their present
i win the
world cup,who ws but of
course cﬁ]: have fierce c&m-

titors like — England, West
E;i dies and South Africa,
' extent India also.

new teams in

Cup,Holland,
United Arab Emirates and
Kenya. These countries are
not so experienced but they

to

can also turn the table and
can challenge the top teams.
In my best krnowledge last
]'!:ar England unexpedtedly
ost to Zimbabwe in their last
oup match It came as a
orror to the rampid English
supporters. The “)?‘wld Cup 1€
very hard to predict because
ou can't say anything till the
ast ball of the last match is
bowléd. Any thing can hap
pen. In this World Cup there
are two groups, Group A and
Group B. the countries which
are contesting are Pakistan
India, Sri Lanka, South Afrca,
West Indies, Kenya, Holland
England Australia, New

96 Wills World Cup Cricket

Zealand Umited Arab Emi
rates and Zimbabwe. Nine
countries, in{'lu:‘]ing the three
new countries will tight for
the beauuful cup.

It Bangladesh have won
then they would have staged
some of the matches. But |
think we will go wn the World
Cup 1n the year 2000 Let us
walt In the mean time only &
months are left for the 1996
"Wills World Cup Cricket " |

just cannot wait to seée the
ball tolling on the pitch of
Ahmedabad on February 14th

1996 TIntil then let us keep
our hingers crossed for our
lavourite team

HE state ot Ohio is lo-
I cated in the madwest
regaon. She 1s the 35th
largest state with an area of
41,300 sq miles divided
among 3% counties In 1990,
the state s« population was
10,847,000, making it
seventh among all the states
in the Union
Ohio gets her name from
the Iroguois Native American
word oheo, meaning “someth-

Ing great,” "great river,” or
‘beautitul” state has two
nicknames “Buckeye State. '
and "Gateway State.” 'Wit.'h

God, All Things Are Possible”
15 the state motto. Did you
know that Ohio produces
more tomatoes than an

other state except Califormia!
Nu wonder the state &m*
1s tomato juice Here is a
tongue twister for you : The
people of Ohio are called

~ Herein you will read about
Ohio s nivers, lakes and cities,
manutactured products, agri-

cultural products, transporta-
tion, communication,

tourism, service jobs, educa-
tion system, and her famous
pfu]plc Maybe one day you
will visit Ohio and some of
the intormation below will
come 1n handy.

River, Lakes and Cities

Ot all the nivers in the
state, the Ohio River is the
most tamous. Flowing in from

the vast, the nver winds a.lunf
0

the vatire southern border

the state and separates her
from West Virgima and Ken-
tucky Lake Erie, on the
northern border of the state,
acts almost like the Ohio
River I'in Iihr: south. Ohio has
severa 1g Clties | am

them are the Capitol I:iunl
Columbus, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Dayton, Akron
and Toledo. Toledo and Day-

ton are cities very important
tor their Islamic activities.
(Ohio)

Manufactured Products |

The number of workers in
manufacturing in 1995 is
likelv to be 1.1 million. In-
vestment 1n industries 1990
was §6 3 billion. The average
weekly wages in 1989 was
$394 Only two other states
produced more value in
manutactured products than
Ohio This record makes Chio
one of the gréat manufactur-
ing centers of the world. (New
Enchantment of America :

Ohio)

Agricultural Products

Ohio is third in the US in
the production of popcorn,
and, surprisingly, is fifth in
maple syrup. Most people
would be surprised to learn
that Ohio ranks 10th in to-
bacco production, and even
preduces a substantial gquan-
tity of sugar beets. The state
is sixth in grape production.
Agiriculture is multi-billion
dollar-a-vear industry. Dairy
products account for about
20 percent of that income,
hogs 17 percent, cattle 15

percent, and pﬂl.litl’}" 11 per-

position as a major lhw:n. '
center. Cleveland receives
more iron ore than any

port in the nation. Much of it
1s shipped to

K

sity, was the first edu-
cational radio station

i

Ohio has hundreds of his-
torical, recreational, and
scenic attractions. Historical

ints of interest include huge
ndian burial mounds and
forts that date back to prehis-
toric ages. There are 2 500
rivers and streams in Ohio.
They stretch out over 44,000
miles (70,800 kilometers,

qudmg many rtunities
or boating, fishing, and
swi ; vacationers
cnm in hilly east-

emn section of Qhio, which has
some of the most beautiful
sceneries in the state. (World
Book, 1993)

Service Jobs

Service jobs employ more
than two-thirds of Ohio's
workers. People working in
restaurants, hospitals, banks,
schools, and the government
hold the service jobs. The
greatest number of service
workers in Ohio sell and trade
items such as food, coal, cars,
and steel. Other service work-
ers move these products into
and out of Ohio by ship, river
bﬂﬁf' railroad, airplane, or
truck. (Ohio)

In 1990, the gross state
earnings was $ billion, 40
percent of which was spent on
education. There were 616
public schools with about 1.8
million students. There was

one teacher for every 18.3
students.

The writer is a Qi year
old, Grade 4 student
of Ms. Lenard Corne- .
lia Elementary Sch-
ool, Edina, Minnesoia.

BBC World Service Investigates
Today's African Music Scene

talk about their music in a new radio series which

T OP African singers Youssou N'Dour and Baaba Maal

begu

("alled The African Ear' the four part documentary series
investigates today's African music industry and is pre
by Lucy Duran who makes a rare visit to Ethiopia
travels to Senegal and Kenya.

She begins her journey in the Senegale

15 on BBC World Service later this month (June).

ted
and

se capital of Dhaka

where Baaba Maal tells her of his musical influences and his

approach to music. Lucy catches a late night
by Atrica's best known singer Youssou

rformance
'Dour who

recently had an international hit with his single 'Seven
Seconds', visits his club and catches up with him for a tour

of his recording studio.
Also in Dakar, Luc

Soribah Quiyateh; the kora is a traditioinal

samples the stunning kora playing of

instrument

known as "the African harp, but Soribah is an innovator on

the instrument, playing jazz
She also drops in for lunc

classical and even Phil Collins!
with traditional singer Aby

Nagana Diop only to find her company of singers,

drummers and dancers there ready to

tional Tassou, a torm of rap.

perform the tradi-

From Senegal Lucy Duran makes her way to Ethiopia

where she checks out the night life in Addis
a lesson 1in Ethiupialn&pcnt:;&nc :cb:t:: at

t lite in 18 a is amazing,
eynolds. "There are hundreds of tiny*bars

school. “The n
producer Nick

or Asmaribets all over the city, most of

baba and
a local music
. o “’-Id

them in le's
' immpmpwild

tront 1ooms, and the music scene has l:v!?'th.lng
d;mcmiy), where they shake their shoulders very fast to
1

incredi

v haunting church musjc.” |
Last stop on the tour is Kenya. In Eastleigh

t, the poorest

art of Nairobi, Lucy meets guitanist Prince Jully and his
Eenga group and investigates the obstacles and problems

that tace Kenvan musicians.

To round off the series the final
African Ear' looks at the difficulties faci
bootlegging and tape pirating to new tegnol

amme in ‘The
ogy and

ol copyright law ] _
The ﬂnc:n Ear' can be heard on BBC World Service
aver tomar weeks at the m:lm times GMT

South Asia
Friday at 1230

Tuesdays from June 20 at 0630 repeated
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