DHAKA FRIDAY

T HAT'S the hrst thought
that struck me, as we
rcached there. Hundreds
ot buses honking loudly,
throngs ot all, the ambience
veiled i a dusty blanket, pre-
sented a not-so-appealing
sight — as tar as first impres-
SHONs went.

When my tather an-
nounced the mainamati trip,
my younger sibling and 1 were
hanr]',» on cloud nine. It was
?Iu'ur:‘ unusual, considering the
act that we've never been
there and were both curious
about ancient civilizations.
Then, why! Well, it was the
annual department picnic,
where the parents (the organ-
1sers) coerced their reluctant
kids (of all ages) to go. Any-
way, this time we didn't
throw the usual fuss as we
were ﬂini to visit Maina-
mati, the place of the ruins of
the illustrious Chandra and
Deva dynasty of Samatata.
We had h:'arcr and read about
the famous site, it was about
time we saw it ourselves, we
decided.

However, what could have
been an odyssey full of antici-
pation, turned out to be too
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Mainamati hadan store tor us.
Then, when the bus stopped
and we saw a signboard sayi
Katbari, Comilla, we jumpe
out. Wide eyed we gazed

- ahead. On the ground cover-

ing a vast area stood the Bud-
dhist remains of a bygone era.

Mainamati or rather
Mainamati-Lalmai range is
approximately an 11 mile
long area of dimpled hills,
stretching through the centre
of Comilla from north to
south. The northern part is
known as Mainamati named
after King Govinda Chandra's

mother, a popular character
in local legends and folk bal-
lads. While, the southern part
is called Lalmai or "red hill",
because of the red colour of

the soil. Excavations on tHe
range have unearthed about
50 ancient Buddhist sites that
trace back to the 8th to the
12th ' century. The well
known sites are — Shalban
Vihara, Kutila Mura, Ananda

‘Vihara mound, Charpatra

Mura and Queen Mainamati's
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The historic ruins of

long and tedious. It was the
day betore Ramadan and the
streets all the way from

Dhaka to Comilla were occu-
ied with all kinds of vehicles.

t scemed that half of Dhaka's

inhabitants like us, had set
out for a day of fun, keeping
in mind the month long ab-
stinence ahead of them. The
journey was boring right from

the b?mnmg . First ot all, we
started late, maintaining the

standard departure time of
the picnic transport. Then, we
got stuck in traffic bottle-
necks a few times. Through-
out the ride my sister and |
browsed through our Maina-
mati guide book, which 1s ac-
. tually "Discover the monu-
ments of Bangladesh” Dr.
Nazimuddin Ahmed, a fasci-
nating and comprehensive
study of historic places all
over the country. As we were
near our destination, we

mldn t help feeling excited
waited with barely sup-
pressed animation for what

Mainamati

.....

— A K M Mohsin

palace mound. Dee

digging
and explorations

ave re-

‘vealed many monasteries,

stupas and also a rich and in-
teresting collection of stone
and bronze sculptures, reli-
quaries, coins, copper plates,
terracotta plaques, jewellery
as well as miscellaneous ob-
jects of daily need. The dis-
coveries explicitly speak of
the remarkable cultural at-
tainment of that period.

Shalban Vihara

We visited the Shalban Vi-
hara remains. Its a massive
550 sq. ft Buddhist Monaste
built 1h a spacious courtyard.
There are around 115 monas-
tic cells and a cruciform tem-
ﬁlt in the middle. Each 12 sq.

cell is connected with a nar-
row verandah. There are three
corbelled niches in each of the
r::lli’ls three waél:& which were
perhaps inten as recepta-
cles of small lamps or ic.g;:.
The burnt red clay walls
though obviously decayed

istoric Site or
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There are around 115 monastic cells and a cruciform

temple in the middle. Each 12 sq. ft cell is connected
with a narrow verandah. There are three corbelled

niches in each of the cell's three walls, which were
perhaps intended as receptacles of small lamps or
icons. The burnt red clay walls though obviously
decayed still look firm and sturdy. Deep digging
inside the monastery has reyealed six distinct
rebuilding phases. The monastery was probably
constructed in the early 8th century, during the
reign of Raja Bhava Deva, the forth ruler of the Deva
kingdom. This was testified by an inscribed clay
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still look firm and sturdy.
Deep digging inside the
monastery has revealed six
distinct rebuilding phases.
The maonastery was probabl
constructed in the early 8t
century, during the reign of
Rajd Bhava Deva, the torth
ruler of the Deva kingdom.
‘This was testified by an in-
scribed clay sealing found dur-
ing excavation. -
Kutila Mura

Situated about three miles
north of Shalban Vihara, in-
side the military cantonment,
it's a group of unusual Bud-
dhist monuments. However,
it was a big disappointment
when we couldn't visit the
place, as permission inadver-
tently hadn't been taken.

There is a row of three brick
!l:)uﬂt sItu as sitting on an ob-
ong platiorm with intnguing
circular drums and hemispher-
ical domes. According to the
book they possibly represent
the Buddhist "Trinity" or
"three jewels" which are Bud-
dha, Dharma, Sangha. It fur-
ther informs that the central
stupa is in the shape of a
"Dharmachakra” or the wheel
of law and the complex
ground plan of it, somewhat
resembles the larger example,
Nagarjunikonda stupa in

south India. The spokes of the
wheel are shown by eight
brick chambers. Quite a num-
ber of intricate claystone
sculptures have been salvaged
from their depths. The site is
enclosed by an extensive
boundary wall with recessed
panels and there are three
grand staircase on one side,
ii\ring access to the shrine.

utila Mura is definitely one

of the most impressive sites,
don't forget to ask permission,
beforehand for visiting.

Charpatra Mura Mound

Also inside the militar
base is about one & a half
miles from Kutila Mura. Ex-
ploration has exposed another
?uite small shrine. Interesting
inds at the site include a
bronze relic casket and four
highly significant royal copper
late grants of the Deva and
a rulers.

Queen Mainamati's
Palace Mound

It's located at the northern
most part of the Lalmai-
Mainamati range, near the
gumti river, The palace re-
mains rested on a Hillock, al-
most 40 ft above ground level
on all sides except on one,
where the mound can be
reached from the main road
down below. Its also the
f:lace of the derelict garden
Otiﬁ: of Maharaja Kumar Vir
Kishore Manikya Bahadur of

artala State. The remnant®
ot a badly damaged brick wall
can be seen today. Some jew-
ellery items were found, but

no cult objects have been un- -

covered, as yet. Till further
discovery, it can be assumed
that it was the only secular
place on the whole range.

Ananda Vihara Mound

About one & a half miles
north of Shalban Vihara and a
mile south of Kutila Mura,
Ananda Vihara is the largest
of all the ancient sites men-
tioned so far. The massive
mound covers an area of ap-
mximately a 100 sq. vards.

name (of the site) as the
historians believe, derived,
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Culturally, we bangalees generally seem to have an
apathy and disregard about upholding our heritage
and past. Curiously enough, some of us, only give
priority to '"big and tall" historic monuments. Now,
Mainamati might have been a big hit with that lot, if
instead of the lacklustre mounds and brick walls,
there was a grand edifice with elaborate patterns
adorning the walls. Even, Sonargaon and Ahsan
Manzil manage to hold a crowds interest, albeit for a

few minutes.
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A Picnic Spot?

from Ananda deva the third
and the greatest ruler of the

early deva dynasty. The Bud-

dhist monastery at Ananada
Vihara is similar in structure
to the Shalban Vihara one,
complete with a central cruci-
form temple, the monastic
cells and the enclusure wall.

e were a despondent
bunch heading tuwal::ds the
museum. Not being able to
see much had really ruined
the whole purpose of the
visit..But there was yet an-
other surprise for us after
Jlumma prayer and lunch. The
spoilsports (the senior mem-
bers) didn't like the ‘idea ﬁf

S

~ waiting in the dusty gro

with the undisciplined masses,
hence, the museum tour was

cancélled. At that point, we

were convinced that ‘our trip

was jinxed. So, listlessly we ;.
went back to the bus, in

search of a cosy spot to stop
and have lunch, which turned'
out to be one of the auntie's
relative's house. A beautiful
dwelli.nﬁ with a serene back-
yard and a big pond. But, the
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museum was definitely a great’
miss. For those who aruﬁ:n
ding to go to Mainamati, a
visit to the museum is an ab-
solufe must. It boasts a rich
and varied collection of arti-
facts. Copper lplat&s with in-
scriptions, gold coins, stone
sculptures terracotta plagues,
abput 150 bronze statuettes
and reliquaries and not to
mention the fascinating
bronze images of Buddha,
Boddhisattva and other di-

- vinities. Among the interest-

ing museum pieces the bronze
votive stulpa and a hufe
bronze bell are certainly
worth seeing.

By the time we were ready
to leave; we were enveloped
in dirt and grime from head to
toe. People warned us about
the overwhelming dust. I re-
Frettf:‘d not bringing a ca
ike my bright kid sister an
looked ruetully at my navy
moccasins, which turned a
fawn hue. Oh, well a long
shower was due for all of us
back home.

After seeing barely half of
the sites | camr hardly pro-
nounce the trip as
"Satistactory” or a great learn-
ing experience for that mat-
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Tourists at Mainamafl |
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ter. But, from what I have
seen, I must say that it's yet
ther e:am(r]e of how little
e ;tnchnple :rcbc}n- _
0 preserve the spot. (Not
ﬁﬁm most of thp: n!th-:r'
siteg]. By setting up a museum
ﬁta ::‘Ed their hands off
Ve w ir
the ﬂl:“! However, so much
can be done. " -

Firstly, why not put up
s,ig'nbonrss at various parts of
the sites explaining the archi-
tecture! Secondly, booklets
and guide books should be
available, throwing light on
MaME glorious tl;al;ll;
ound. This attempt might
ﬁlg the public comprehend
the "historical value and ap-
preciate the place, Last but
not the least le and folk-
tales could be publicized — a
very common FI.:EY to boost
tourism. But to be quite hon-
est, the authorities are not the
pﬁfy ones to be blamed. Fault

‘is also ours. Culturally, we

bangalees erally seem to
have an apgctﬁy .111:13r disregard

about upholding our heri
and past. Curiously enough,
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- some of us, only give prionty

— A K M Mohsin

to "big and tall” historic mon-
uments. Now, Mainamati
might have been a big hit
with that lot, if instead of the
lacklustre mounds and brick
walls, there was a grand edi-
fice with elaborate patterns
adorning the walls. Even
Sonargaon and, Ahsan. Manzil
manage to hold a crowds in-
terest, albeit for a few min-
utes. Sad but true that often
enlightened people treat the
historic sites as nothing more
than picnic spots. Like the
obstreperous crowd we en-

~countered- back there. Res-

lendent in their party atfire,
larin,%]hindi music emanati
from their buses, they seeme
poised tor .a pimtn session
with Mainamati as a perfect
backdrop.

History 1s the pride and
glory of every nation, but we
are pretty lukewarm on the
subject. At least people know
about Mainamati; but there
are probably many ancient ru-
ins worse off.than Mainamati,
fading away into oblivion.
There's still time for us to
shrug off our nonchalance and
rescue and restore these na-
tional treasures. But, the
question is | Do we want to?

NE fine morning we
went to Mr Karim's
residence to explore

the tourism in our country.
He took us to his sitting room
and started to narrate its
history.

~ Duning his twenties, he
uscd to go to difterent un-
known places to satisty his
own interests, He loved roam-
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ity.
day Mr Ell’lm and
some of his fnends visited
Cox's Bazar. Right on the
beach, they saw a_ Pagoda.
They spent a few nights there
took pictures. These
‘ made him very fasci-
. Fortunately, at that
time, he the job in the
Chief of Field Publicity A
team consisting of two
pilcc; md fmdm i
out to h en-
jelity of towriem im this |
of Pakistan Mr Karim took

i

£

Growth of Tourism: A Personal Account

by Ferdous Hossain and Ahsan Latif

laces in his

Yy were re-

them to different
own jeep. When t

turning from Manikganj, they
saw a cute girl sitting on a
bamboo cottage. They ap-
proached the girl and the girl
took them inside her house
and offered them “pan” and

water as retreshments. It's the-
ir only way of showing hos-
pitality to guests. This warm
gesture fascinated the three
Ingquisitive ',,n:;uur:lyh men and

they poised tor photographs

Mr Karuim was then asked
to make a scheme for devel-
opment of tourismn 1n East
Pakistan. When we asked Mr
Kannm why was the job as-
signed to him, he replied "I
got this yob because it was |
who had the knowle on
tourism at that time No one
else could carry this out effi-
ciently" he answered with
pride. He then made a scheme
with a budget of 18 lakhs
Two schemes, one from EFast
Pakistan and one from West
Pakistan were presented to
Mr Ayub Khan — the then
president of Pakistan The Pr

esident accepted Mr Karim's
scheme and a department of
tourism was introduced in
East Pakistan.

The director of the de-
partment of tourism, Mr.

nally, when we told him
about the boy, he gave him a
cold look and screamed at
him from the top of his lungs
and scatted him away from
the room. The poor boy, all
trified, ran away, leaving
Karim saying that "I hate
disturbances when I have se-
rious discussions with any-
one.” This left us only to
wonder how engrossed and
enthusiastic he was and how
intricately he was involved
with tourism. We just ex-

changed smirks and then re-
sumed talks with him.

Mr° Ayub Khan released
two Five-year plan budgets
under "Department of Tour
ism — Govt. of East Pakis-
tan.”" As the scheme should be
implemented, assistant tourist
officers and other personal
recruitment started within
three months. He started his
project from C hitu#ong — a

"Yasm

lace named een

alace” in Jubilee. Then he
went for Kaptai — his third
target. A Canadian site with

Mr Karim seen with the crew of

tour bungalows and a swi-
mming pool was selected. It
had a wonderful and scenic
view overlooking the lake. It
started as a beautiful lake side
motel called "Kaptai Motel"

with 16 rooms.

Then to find a good and
attractive place in Rangamati
he took help from the gov-
ernment. He was offered r
Park which he liked very
much because of the hillocks
and other natural beauty. He
booked 89 acres of land for
his project . 12 acres of this
land was used to make the
first ever tourist cottage in
Rangamati.

A folder cﬂnlain'mﬁlall the
i

information abou € un-
known tourist spots was made
by Mr Pasha.
tirst guide book of East Pak-
istan with the picture of a
tiger on thé cover . West
Pakistan, imitating the east,
,made similar br . Tha
is how a tourist guide book
was first introduced in Pak-
istan. 3000 copies of these
ide books were distributed
tﬂoughuut the country..

e

the movie “Around the Wofld in 80 day."

is was the °

Then Mr Karim went to
Sylhet. He was definite that
tourists would be attracted
this place for the tea gardens
in Srimongol. But there were
no cottages or motels where
the tourist could come and
stay to enjoy their visits. So,
he strongly encoura
tea managers to build a few
cottages to attract tourists.

Seeing no initiative from
these people Mr Karim him-
selt took up the project. He
made his own scheme with
funds from the government. A
place in the forest was allot-
ted and a two-storeyed fur-
nished restaurant was made.
For transportation introduced
micro-buses were introduced.

After completing these
projects he started moving to
the North. He went to
Mainamagi and requested the
archaeological department to
build a rest house there.
There was also a teak jungle

. which was later converted

into a picnic spot. A youth
hostel and 2 museum was in-
troduced in Bogra. Other
places which were developed
were Rajshahi, Dinajpur and
Tetulia.
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the booking and town offices.

. New brochures from emirates: The latest series’
‘of brochures, marketed under the product line, A world of -

e brochure launched in 1993,
which covered 24 dcstin;?itg:lm in the Middle East, West

choice, originates from a si

Asia, the for East and Furope.

"

— Emirates
Thai's new develorments: Thai Aiglines chairman,
- Mr. Amaret Sile-On, held a press conferende to announce

their receat development. The board of a
proved the proposed investment plan for a second mainte- |
nance centre project, to be lotated at Utapao. They have
also decided to concentrate in maintaining stringent safety
und quality control standards. — Thai -

Best Emplu¥ee of April '95: Mr Fazlul
been nominated for best employee of April '95.

ing at Hotel Sonargaon as telephone operator under the
front office department Mr Huque joined
March 1982 as Junior Telephone Operator. — Sonargaon

Tottler

Switzerland, USA open S | : Representati |
%’w USA hﬂge initiag o by

Switzerland and

ation pact which will-bring rigc?:xniﬂs in both countries liberal.

ts. -
Swissair and its charter subsidiary will be able to fly to -
any destination in the USA under the new agreement. rﬁm
ever, it will not fly to any new destinations on its own just
yet. The two carrier already fly jointly between Zurich and
Cincinnati — BD Shipping Times

i
Capacity of holding points increases: The
capacity in the four hnfdinge

and wide — ranging traffic

International Airport has

outgoing passengers. The has

boarding bridges at ZIA.

will increase by
another 18,000 square feet.

The storage ca%aggg in the cargn complex for imports
are fe

When the new terminal functions, the number of 1
tor VIP's and CIP's will go up to 11. — BD Shipping Timés

DMD reviews sales in Lahore: Deputy Managing
Director of PIA, Dr. M. M. Shah recently visitﬂg Lahore to
assess and review the sales activity of the station and look
into matters of operational areas, particularly of the PIA
. traffic, field service, cargo and other travel related
He discussed in detail the inspection report of PIA Lahore
and emphasised the need for better customer handling at

e brochure has sinc:ogzen split into regional brochures
as — the Middle East, Asia, Europe, Africa and the Indian

Ocean. Brochures featuring special ucts are also avail-
able. These feature ﬁﬁtrpaski, m

points for departure of Zia
en increase

been done after opening the

sguare fee
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Around the World on a
~Tight Budget

Just as I was getting used to
speaking French, it was time’
to move on to Spain. So we
made our way to the train
station, trying to prepare ouir-
selves for the almost 24 hour
journey ahead of us. Official
matters taken care of, we
made our way to our com-
partment. Now, in no way
were we expecting anything
spacious or luxurious, but I
must say, at first glance our
compartment was rather dis-
appointing. It was a tiny,
cramped atfair, with bunks in
three tiers on both sides of
the wall. Given all our luggage
and that of the other four in-
habitants, there was soon
hardly any space to move
around. I found myself whim-
sically thinking of Bangladeshi
trains, those same trains that ]
had once disparaged as having
tiny compartments unsuited
for travelling,

The journey itSelf was
eventless. We made friends
with many other fellow stu-
dent travellers with whom we
exchanged useful information
of the places we had already

| visited and those we intended

to. The Spanish countryside
that we speeded through was
green and lush, although it
looked as though the bad
weather that had dogged us in
Paris was going to follow us
through the rest of our jour-
ney as well. Miraculously
however, the weather cleared
up the very minute we
crossed the invisible border-
line that diwides the two
countries. Our destination in
Spain was Barcelona. Spain
was to be Raka's domain, she
claimed to speak the language
like a local. So I lett it in her
capable hands to negotiate
our way through the coun
that | didn't know muc
about.

As it turned out, the youth
hostel we were to stay at was
very close to the station we
had gotten off by mistake, so
we ed the oversight that
had made us get off there and
made our way to the hostel.

After the vast, cosmopolitan
city of Paris, Barcelona
seemed almost quaint in
comparison. After Every few
blocks or so we'came across a
plaza that gave way to nu-

| merous tiny lanes. Entering

one of these, we came across
our hostel, which turned out
to be on the sixth floor of a
ramshackle building without
an elevator. So we huffed and
puffed our way up the creaky
steps and berated ourselves
for having brought so much
luggage. As expected, the hos-
tel was full of travelling stu-
dents, who providéd us with
advice on the best way to see
as much of the city as possible
in the day and a half we
planned to spend there. So,
having deposited our |

in our room, we took off for .
lunch at La Rambla, this place
which looks very much like a
sidewalk in the middle of the
road, full of restaurants and
souvenir shops. The wholg
place had a very festive air to
it. Then we walked to the wa-
terfront and beheld the great
Mediterranean Sea, which lay
blue and sparking in the sun-
light. Since neither of us were
all that tamiliar with the city,
we decided to take a tour on
one of the innumerable buses
we had seen wheezing
through the narrow streets.

Our bus took us through the

- Poble Espanyol de Montjuic,

a showcase of different types
of Spanish architecture, the
1992 Olympic stadium and
village, the Gothic guarter
and various churches and
parks.

Our day and night in
Barcelona over, we were off to
Italy. After a false alarm at the
train station, where some
German tourists mistakenly
told us that our train was al-
ready pulling out, we settled
ourselves down to enjoy the
journey. Our first destination
in Italy was a tiny station
called Cerebere, which was

teeming with students, mostly
American. After spending an

* interminable wait there (and

in the middle of the night
too), we were finally on our
way again. We woke up the

next morning to find our-

selves zooming along the

coast of the Mediterranean

Sea. It was absolutely beauti-
ful, with rows and rows of
houses sitting astride the hills
towering above the clear, blue

waters of the Mediterranean.

The only problem was the

tunnels.

To be continued



